
EVOLTREE brings together 25 research groups from 
15 European countries in different disciplines from 
forest ecology to genomics, contributing to the 
emergence of a new discipline, ‘ecosystem genomics’, 
which combines genetics, genomics, ecology and 
evolutionary biology to study gene-level responses  
to biotic and abiotic pressures on forests. 
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  P5	 National Research Council, Italy
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P15	  Technical University of Munich, Germany
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Food Research and Technology, Spain
P17	 University of Udine, Italy
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For information on
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www.evoltree.eu

The Network of Excellence EVOLTREE, contract no. 016322,  
is financially supported by the European Commission  
under the 6th Framework Programme, priority 6:  
Sustainable development, Global Change and Ecosystems.

Photos by: Barbara Vinceti (Bioversity International), Francis Martin (INRA-Nancy), 	
Birgit Ziegenhagen (Philipps-Universität Marburg).

evoltreeevoltree



EVOLTREE will facilitate 
dissemination of knowledge 
through a continuous dialogue 
with various stakeholders. This 
will ensure that research findings 
influence policies and will contribute to sustainable use of 
forests and their genetic resources. Countries and organizations 
participating in the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of 
Forests in Europe (MCPFE) are key stakeholders of EVOLTREE. 
Another important stakeholder is the European Forest Genetic 
Resources Programme (EUFORGEN). 

Dissemination  
to the stakeholders 

Evoltree activities

EVOLution of TREEs as drivers 
of terrestrial biodiversity
is a large EU–funded Network of Excellence 
launched in April 2006 to analyze the impacts 
of climate change on forest ecosystems 
from an evolutionary perspective.

evoltree

Evoltree will link four major disciplines (genomics, genetics, 
ecology and evolutionary studies) to improve understanding of forest 
ecosystems structures, dynamics and processes, by investigating their 
adaptive diversity, their role in structuring the diversity of associated 
species (insects and mycorrhizal fungi) and their evolution in response 
to environmental changes.

A Better understanding of the evolutionary history of forest 
trees can help us to predict how they might respond to climate change. 
Forests are complex ecosystems and subsequently forest research 
needs to apply different approaches to gain a better understanding of 
how they function. The European forest research community has carried 
out numerous important studies on forest biodiversity. However, many 
institutes maintain overlapping research infrastructures and often carry 
out similar studies without coordination. 

EVOLTREE will last four   years and 
will create a Network of Excellence to 
integrate European research infrastructures 
and resources to study the adaptive capacity 
of tree species using sophisticated genomic 
tools and modeling methods, and to engage 
the scientific community into a dialogue with 
policy-makers and other stakeholders. 

The network is fostering integration through interdisciplinary 
research. The genomic activities will be conducted within a ‘laboratory 
without walls’ where techniques will be integrated and applied to a 
wide range of trees and associated species, starting with model species. 
EVOLTREE will install and enhance the necessary integrated experimental 
infrastructures, information systems and bioinformatics resources for 
common use by the partners. Large data sets will be compiled and made 
accessible for the analysis of geographic and temporal distribution of 
genetic diversity. 

EVOLTREE will spread its knowledge    	
and expertise for the purpose of education, 
biodiversity monitoring, and conservation. The 
network will develop training capacities and 
facilitate mobility opportunities throughout 
Europe. 

Synergies will be achieved through facilitating the implementation 
of large-scale genomic projects, by integrating different groups into 
multidisciplinary research teams, working in intensively studied plots. 

Policy-makers, scientific communit  y, NGOs, conservation agencies  , land 
managers, nurseries , forest agencies  , seed companies  , wood industries , 
certification agencies, biotechnological companies 
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Location of the EVOLTREE
intensive StudY SITES
      in different forest ecosystems

• Boreal: Punkaharju (Finland)
• Temperate: Solling (Germany)
• Untouched: Puszcza Świętokrzyska (Poland)
• Riparian: Loire (France)
• Alpine: Valais (Switzerland)
• Intensively managed: Landes (France)
• Mediterranean: Ventoux (France)


