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uniz {Thysanolkscna
B miximea (Eoxh, §, fumily:
cepe) bocalby called

‘Amlise' ks @ mul purpose
plang, commercbally cultivaned
in Biarjeeling and Sikkim Hilks in
India, After karvesting of its in-
Neowescence, frm which
biresames are made, the plant is
sl as dnimal focdder: Local L
b= ke i s o al Uie besa
fodders for milk prcsdocticn,
Thie stem is used foe fuchwood
during winter and the pEane as
mudicine for borh huosans amed
amimeals The plantis 2 m. all
nnd flowers during Movember-
December, The lenves are
nblong lanciodates with o hlade-
like sharp edge ol pround, 1t is a
shirub and perennial and is pro-
Fu-j.[:l.l.-l.n;[l:ly suckers. I']L-A'|1|1t' =
malti-eese From time: immemdane
b, it has never received recopg
pakican oo reseane hers aid
cxlension workers, and his
remuiined as it wis decidos .
This irricle nirms o introdsce
this plant s i telose fend of
peoor frmers” which belps
thém in tmes of scarcicy.

Habit

It grosws wviled in cbeep forest,
riverand streem links, mcks,
i uneubtivabde Linds in foot
Ruills vt BEGH m sbwove sem
level. As eropy il does well
witlvouk oy inpuls and irrigie
tion. Maow that thatchas sover
for honsses his alimast been
wiped-our by durable and Last-
ing plain steel sheets, frmers
have replaced their thaich
fields ' Kharbard' in Mepall)
with ‘amlise’ culvivation which
aives hetter economls returm
Themes woe by vicreties, ‘Ralo
Khalay' amd 'Setn }I'|1:|I'.=:.",
which can be esmily identificd
by the intensity of cobour. Tlie
ferrnner i3 dark green dmd yiclds
more brogam 2o foddder e
L latter.

Fodder and broom

Lfthie plane i= used only for fod-
der then, paoo to thoes cutcimes
can be aobiained in o vear. [Fihe
hroam s harvested betaesn
mickMNovember and mid-
Janueary, fickder only can be cut

thereaiter. Thae plint sty [
regrow froen the suckerin
MireheApril wiven the lemper-
e piscs alsave 207 G Afier
drying, the stem is used as fuel-
wodsd dueing winter,

After harvest, the inflerescence
i sun deled and sl i the mir-
ket Benoms are macle Foom ohe-
sz inflomescence by oving them
with bamboo sinips, Incally cal-
el ‘choya’, During the 199500
sesisan, the price in locil mae
ketd rose pp o Ba. 2005 per K.
witich e the lighesy so
recoriled. This plant is develd-
i A5 & oo Utemaive 1o
nger CEmgiber ollicin:lc
Wose ) which is slowly loeosing
its protentiol as the owmbser one
cash crop due o the deadly
dllzizase Rhizome Rot® (see
Wmnted )

Medidinal Values

The: exiract frown the coot sucs
kers is used 1o check bodls. T
lns heen abserved that in some
ity Isajls were healed over-
gl I cise of erention of
FIE.II:‘\'L'I'EIII i coas, e ks’
plane is fed for casy i imme-
diate release Cthe autlior has
practised this several tines
with siecess on s own faem .
When the navel cond of a new-
Iy-hewrm ehilel has o be cat, thee
‘wmllisee” lesif s il ns o kKnife
writhost any imfection. The mooe
exbrct b5 alsor used as g mouth
wsh THal and Sharota, 19947,

a multipurpose plant

Conclusion

fanliso” helps local people to
prrnchsce their pnan focddier ancd
fuelwood. This prevents collec-
tion fram foress, which direce
Iy hedps inothe conservation of
forcst pesouroes, 1 peovides
fodder chueing periods of searck
iy and emergency. The broom
provides ool ineome for fir
mers everyyean The quick esti-
Blishment, lowsnutrient recpul-
rement, norinterculiuml opern-
tEns, and very lons sater recui
rement of this plant is another
mnpertant Rooricononting for
ks gosod] acoeptance by Romers,

L

samuel Hol, Beplomal Pant Hesoupoe
Cenlee, Menpdpdlly, Bduineswar, Cinssa
751 005 s,

Heferemee:

~Rak LK & tEaam B 1008 Medicsal
prhne af e Sikkee Himatna. Bk
Singh Mahoedra Pa Segh, Dehmadun.

Wanted

Peadbilem of ginger chizome rot
disease

Ginger L emaéier afiTctamir Rose )
ool the mojoraish crops or
themisznls ol ponr Farmers of Sikkdm
aned e Diarjereling 18ills in Doz,

N commercial culivitinn sinee the
Bl sesventivs, has o sme entenl
Bredped farnners go Emprose dhsr
coinury. Hut e e B decule,
farmers hive fced severe profleins
af " Ginper Bhimnme lo Discse”,
wihich Fas hecome endemie. doding
Fraes s Far Bveen dlone aboar thils,

‘Thee Farmers inthis hilly aren are
eraditbonully organic farmens, bat o
of Frustration many ane thise dings
anliscrimiveely nsing peicides,
Thie e i cavesed by lungus, hut
Earwmer sire brying ieir luck even with
asecticites, oul ol igeorasce, ek

af preaper guichince aml insdegquase
opislaatinm o pesticide nacketing,
lesprvemicni of the crop through
correeedional breeding and penetic
cnglnecring appasars o bave befi the
pribdem unsolied

Whes can phe mes supggestions oo how o
I|||||rrm-mm;cr||nh_1.u'uru1 with ghese
Farmmers @ un e ngi cally mency way,
arr vl vz provile resistonl senetic
ntlerial?

Sl K, Brpioval s Biseniese D,
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