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TRACK Ill: How can we advance ESG frameworks and
investment strategies to restore biodiversity and support a
fair, healthy and sustainable agriculture and food system?

Track coordinator Thom Achterbosch, Wageningen University
Research

1l1A: Increasing investment in biodiversity and food systems
transformation: a co-creation task for policy-science-industry-finance
Organised by Sabine Descka together with Irina Verweij-

Novikova, Wageningen University Research

This workshop explores how to align policy, science, finance, and industry to
unlock investment in biodiversity and food systems transformation. While
transformative technologies and practices exist, questions remain on how
they can mature and secure funding. Participants engage in dynamic
dialogues on measurable targets, eco-labeling, and value chain finance with
the aim of co-creating actionable strategies for cross-sector investment
coordination to mobilize capital for sustainable agrifood innovation.



and the participants (your role?)
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e Finance e Industry
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Quick preview. “e e Sabine Desczka, Wageningen
University and Research (NL)

e Mette Lubeck, Professor, p .
) : We need clear policy targets
Aalborg University, DK ,
to accelerate the food systems
“The Danish Tripartite model: the front transformation”

runner for coordinated partners approach
towards boosting investment in

biodiversity and food systems e Hanna Tuomisto. Professor
f g Ll v
A LT, University of Helsinki and LUKE
e Lianne van Leijsen, Rabobank (NL) (F1)

“Life-Cycle Assessment (LCA)-
based food ecolabels serve as a
shared language among food
system stakeholders, guiding
investments towards halting
biodiversity loss”

“A shared vision for a sustainable
future and shared Key Performance
Indicators (KPIs) will enable incentive
stacking for farmers to finance the
transition”

CLEVERFOOD



Key Question this session: - |
VAR 2%

How do (or should?) policy-science-
industry-finance co-create towards
boosting investment in biodiversity and

food systems transformation?



The Danish Tripartite model:the front runner for
coordinated partners approach
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Sustainable perennial crops such as clover grass can
simultaneously produce feed and food proteins through
biorefining

® multi-function opportunityby producing
feed and food proteins +valuable
sidestream s through green biorefining.
® addressestwo criticalchallenges:
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O  reducing reliance on im ported
protein sources foranim al feed
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plant-based proteins for hum an
consum ption.

® optimizesresource efficiencyand supports
clim ate-sm art agriculture by im proving soil
health,enhancing biodiversity,and
reducing greenhouse gas em issions

compared to annualcropping systems. ((‘
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A shared vision for a
sustainable future and
shared Key
Performance Indicators
(KPIs) willenable
incentive stacking for
farmers to finance the

transition

Lianne van Leijsen, Rabobank, The Netherlands
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Sabine Desczka
Senior Coordinating Researcher

gvngﬁcf\]lsve Stm ent Investors and the financial sector are willing to contribute to
’ the transformation but feel uncertain about European food
policy and its policy goals, making it hard for them to
accurately assess transition risks.

“We ncee d 0163 r The lack of clarity hinders private sector investment.
policytargets to
accelerate the food
The uncertainty must be translated into measurable policy

S}’Stem S ’ targets to make it attractive to the private sector to invest.
transform ation”

Farmers do not mention sustainable investments among their
investment needs. Why is that?
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Life Cycle Assessment
(LCA)-based food
ecolabels serve as a
shared language among
food system
stakeholders, guiding
investments towards

halting biodiversity loss

Professor Hanna Tuomisto

Natural Resources Institute Finland (LUKE)
and University of Helsinki
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Life cycle assessment
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European Commission’s Environmental Footprint method:

https://green-forum.ec.europa.eu/green-business/environmental-
footprint-methods/life-cycle-assessment-ef-methods_en
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What have you learned today?

How do (or should?)policy-science-industry-finance co-
create towards boosting investment in biodiversity and

food systems transformation?

What are the 1, 2, or 3 messages to
share in plenary?
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Selected highlights (also on LinkedIN)

For investors,biodiversity action is prim arily about
risk management. Banks are increasingly aware of
the risks intertwined with climate and
environmental crises. Rabobank,as a frontrunner
and financier of 80 percent of Dutch farms,has
developed its own farm -level biodiversity m onitor.
Farmers who meet the biodiversity targets receive
interest rate discounts.In the dairy sector,these
indicators are also used in milk price prem ium s.
The system isnow being extended to arable
farming and prepared for scaling to other

countries.

There is an urgent need for (better) biodiversity
metrics that offer the same clarity as greenhouse gas
targets. We also know that biodiversity willperhaps
neverbe captured by a single indicator,so
multidim ensional approaches are key. The
advantage ofLife Cycle Assessment (LCA)based
indicators is that they enable product-level
assessments and reduce the risk of sub-
optimization. LCAbased labels can therefore
become not only consumer-facing tools but also a
shared language for guiding investment and

supporting broader food system transform ation.

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7402716463515484160/ 13
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