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and the participants (your role?)
● Science ● Policy
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● Industry● Finance



Quick preview…
● Mette Lübeck, Professor,                

Aalborg University, DK 
“The Danish Tripartite model: the front 
runner for coordinated partners approach 
towards boosting investment in 
biodiversity and food systems 
transformation”

● Sabine Desczka, Wageningen 
University and Research (NL)

“We need clear policy targets 
to accelerate the food systems’ 
transformation”
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● Hanna Tuomisto, Professor 
University of Helsinki and LUKE 
(FI)

“Life-Cycle Assessment (LCA)-
based food ecolabels serve as a 
shared language among food 
system stakeholders, guiding 
investments towards halting 
biodiversity loss”

● Lianne van Leijsen, Rabobank (NL)
“A shared vision for a sustainable 
future and shared Key Performance 
Indicators (KPIs) will enable incentive 
stacking for farmers to finance the 
transition”



Key Question this session:

How do (or should?) policy-science-

industry-finance co-create towards 

boosting investment in biodiversity and 

food systems transformation? 
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Th e  Da n is h  Trip a rt it e  m o d e l: t h e  fro n t  ru n n e r fo r  
c o o rd in a t e d  p a rt n e rs  a p p ro a c h
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Mette Lübeck, Professor,                
Aalborg University, DK 



Su s t a in a b le  p e re n n ia l c ro p s  s u c h  a s  c lo ve r g ra s s  c a n  
s im u lt a n e o u s ly p ro d u c e  fe e d  a n d  fo o d  p ro t e in s  t h ro u g h  
b io re fin in g

● m u lt i-fu n ct ion  op p ortu n ity b y p rod u c in g  
fe e d  a n d  food  p ro te in s + va lu a b le  
sid e st re a m s th rou g h  g re e n  b io re fin in g . ● a d d re sse s tw o c rit ica l ch a lle n g e s: 

○ re d u c in g  re lia n ce  on  im p orte d  
p ro te in  sou rce s fo r a n im a l fe e d

○ m e e t in g  th e  g row in g  d e m a n d  fo r 
p la n t -b a se d  p ro te in s fo r h u m a n  
con su m p t ion . ● op t im ize s re sou rce  e ffic ie n cy a n d  su p p ort s 

c lim a te -sm a rt  a g ricu ltu re  b y im p rovin g  so il 
h e a lth , e n h a n c in g  b iod ive rsity, a n d  
re d u c in g  g re e n h ou se  g a s e m ission s 
com p a re d  to  a n n u a l c rop p in g  syste m s.

Mette Lübeck, Professor
Aalborg University, DK 



A s h a re d  vis io n  fo r  a  

s u s t a in a b le  fu t u re  a n d  

s h a re d  Ke y 

P e rfo rm a n c e  In d ic a t o rs  

(KP Is ) w ill e n a b le  

in c e n t ive  s t a c k in g  fo r  

fa rm e rs  t o  fin a n c e  t h e  

t ra n s it io n

Farm

Bank

Others?

NGO

Government

Processor

Lianne van Leijsen, Rabobank, The Netherlands



Sa b in e  De s c zk a
Se n io r  Co o rd in a t in g  Re s e a rc h e r  
Im p a c t  In ve s t m e n t
W UR, NL Investors and the financial sector are willing to contribute to 

the transformation but feel uncertain about European food 
policy and its policy goals, making it hard for them to 
accurately assess transition risks.

The lack of clarity hinders private sector investment.

The uncertainty must be translated into measurable policy 
targets to make it attractive to the private sector to invest. 

Farmers do not mention sustainable investments among their 
investment needs. Why is that?

“W e  n e e d  c le a r 
p o licy t a rg e t s to  
a cce le ra te  th e  food  
syste m s’ 
t ra n sform a t ion ”
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eLife Cycle Assessment 

(LCA)-based food 

ecolabels serve as a 

shared language among 

food system 

stakeholders, guiding 

investments towards 

halting biodiversity loss

Professor Hanna Tuomisto

Natural Resources Institute Finland (LUKE) 
and University of Helsinki

Inves tors

Re ta il



Life cycle assessment

European Commission’s Environmental Footprint method:
https://green-forum.ec.europa.eu/green-business/environmental-
footprint-methods/life-cycle-assessment-ef-methods_en



What have you learned today? 
Ho w  d o  (o r  s h o u ld ? ) p o lic y-s c ie n c e -in d u s t ry-fin a n c e  c o -

c re a t e  t o w a rd s  b o o s t in g  in ve s t m e n t  in  b io d ive rs it y  a n d  

fo o d  s ys t e m s  t ra n s fo rm a t io n ?  
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What are the 1, 2, or 3 messages to 
share in plenary?



Se le c t e d  h ig h lig h t s  (a ls o  o n  Lin k e d IN) 

Th e re  is  a n  u rg e n t  n e e d  fo r (b e t t e r) b io d ive rs it y 

m e t ric s  t h a t  o ffe r t h e  sa m e  c la rit y a s  g re e n h o u se  g a s  

t a rg e t s . W e  a lso  kn o w  t h a t  b io d ive rs it y w ill p e rh a p s 

n e ve r b e  ca p t u re d  b y a  s in g le  in d ica t o r, so  

m u lt id im e n sio n a l a p p ro a ch e s a re  ke y. Th e  

a d va n t a g e  o f Life  Cyc le  Asse ssm e n t  (LCA) b a se d  

in d ica t o rs  is  t h a t  t h e y e n a b le  p ro d u c t -le ve l 

a sse ssm e n t s  a n d  re d u ce  t h e  risk o f su b -

o p t im iza t io n . LCA b a se d  la b e ls  ca n  t h e re fo re  

b e co m e  n o t  o n ly co n su m e r-fa c in g  t o o ls  b u t  a lso  a  

sh a re d  la n g u a g e  fo r g u id in g  in ve st m e n t  a n d  

su p p o rt in g  b ro a d e r fo o d  syst e m  t ra n sfo rm a t io n .

13https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7402716463515484160/

Fo r in ve st o rs , b io d ive rs it y a c t io n  is  p rim a rily a b o u t  

risk m a n a g e m e n t . Ba n ks a re  in c re a sin g ly a w a re  o f 

t h e  risks  in t e rt w in e d  w it h  c lim a t e  a n d  

e n viro n m e n t a l c rise s . Ra b o b a n k, a s  a  fro n t ru n n e r 

a n d  fin a n c ie r o f 8 0  p e rce n t  o f Du t ch  fa rm s, h a s  

d e ve lo p e d  it s  o w n  fa rm -le ve l b io d ive rs it y m o n it o r. 

Fa rm e rs  w h o  m e e t  t h e  b io d ive rs it y t a rg e t s  re ce ive  

in t e re st  ra t e  d isco u n t s . In  t h e  d a iry se c t o r, t h e se  

in d ica t o rs  a re  a lso  u se d  in  m ilk p rice  p re m iu m s. 

Th e  syst e m  is  n o w  b e in g  e xt e n d e d  t o  a ra b le  

fa rm in g  a n d  p re p a re d  fo r sca lin g  t o  o t h e r 

co u n t rie s .
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When you want to connect:

Sabine Desczka, sabine.desczka@wur.nl
Irina Verweij-Novikova, irina.verweij-novikova@wur.nl
Wageningen University and Research

Connected Labs 
and networks for Empowering 
Versatile Engagement in 
Radical Food system 
transformation 
(CLEVERFOOD)

https://food2030.eu/events/

https://food2030.eu/resources/ 

mailto:sabine.desczka@wur.nl
mailto:irina.verweij-novikova@wur.nl
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