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Inoducion
Oosewold is a new pei-uban setlemen siuaed
a he finge of he ciy of Almee in he Nehelands.
I can be consideed as a pime example fo a self-
oganized foodscape and as pinnacle in Duch uban
planning wih wo key feaues. The s feaue is he
“self-oganisaion” ehos of he new communiy,
which means ha esidens ake he lead in
oganizing and developing hei popey, whils he
ole of he auhoiies is o check ha he esidens
keep o he ules. The second unique feaue of his
aea is ha 50% of he land, ha is abou ,000 ha, is
eamaked o uban agiculue. Oosewold is
egaded as a nex pacice example fo an adapive
and self-sucien planning culue and heefoe
nicknamed “The Neheland’s mos planned
unplanned aea”. This aicle will explain boh key
feaues and hei funcionaliy in seting up and
managing a egeneaive and self-sucien
foodscape.

Planning egeneaive Foodscapes 
Oosewold is a lage, pei-uban aea in he Duch
ciy of Almee, whee he municipaliy has designed a
planning saegy ha allows esidenial developmen
while eaining agiculue. In addiion, Almee has se
iself he goal of poducing en pecen of is fuue
food needs in his new aea. Oosewold heefoe
oes an ineesing oppouniy o obseve planning
pacice when i comes o ovecoming he
convenional dichoomy of uban design and

agiculue. I is also a unique case sudy fo obseving
planning wih and fo uban agiculue. Thee ae
almos no ohe examples a his scale level, which
have compaable feaues. Agains his backdop
Oosewold can be egaded as a pooype of
Howads’ Gaden Ciy concep, which emained mosly
a uopian vision alhough iwas ciically acclaimed
and gained inenaional enown (Howad 190).

Oosewold is locaed on he easen ouskis of
Almee, he eighh lages ciy in he Nehelands and
was esablished in he 1970s on he eclaimed
Flevopolde. The Flevopoldewas oiginally inended
fo lage-scale convenional agiculue, pimaily
aable faming and livesock beeding. Due o he
ugen need fo housing, ubanisaion is inceasingly
expanding in his agiculual aea. Today, aound
10,000 people live in Almee, he populaion densiy
is almos 1,700 inhabians pe squae kilomees and
fuhe populaion gowh is planned. The Almee .0
mase plan (Almee 009) envisages aound 15,000
new homes on an aea of aound 4,300 hecaes by
030, which ae o be locaed on he Oosewold
polde close o he ciy. Pio o he planning of
Oosewold, spaial planning in Almee was a
convenional op-down pocess ha esuled in an
uban expansion ha was sicly sepaaed fom he
agiculual hineland (Jansma and Weheim-Heck
01). The s yeas of Oosewold’ s planning wee
sill in line wih convenional planning pacice, which
is eeced in he ocial planning documens.
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Figue 1: Basemap of Almee Oosewold

Figue : Planning Pocess in Oosewold, deived fom: Jansma and Weheim-Heck, 0



Howeve, he plannes paved he way fo a
paicipaive and co-ceaive planning pocess, which
is open-ended and ieaive. Oosewold’ s planning
pocess has wo unique feaues.

Fisly, he developmen of Oosewold is no
deemined by a deailed and descipive plan, bu by
he self-oganisaion of he esidens. Oosewold
includes no only he planning and building of he
esidens' houses, bu also he individual o
coopeaive self-oganisaion of all kinds of
infasucue and faciliies ha ae nomally
povided by municipal insiuions. This self-
oganisaion pocess is govened by a se of fomal
ules and egulaions.

Secondly, he planning of Oosewold aims o
combine ahe han sepaae agiculue and
housing. The mase plan fo Oosewold (Almee
01) inegaes uban agiculue in he local geen
infasucue and aims o poduce en pecen of
Almee's fuue food needs in Oosewold. This goal
esuled in a spaial plan ha allocaed 1,869 ha, o 51
pecen of he available 3,645 ha, o (uban)
agiculue. This means ha evey new esiden in
Oosewold is obliged o dedicae a leas 50 pecen
of his/he plo o uban agiculue.

A Pacel Passpor fo Ecosocial Divesiy

To suppo he developmen of a divese landscape
wih dieen foms of uban agiculue, he plannes
have divided he polde ino dieen ypes of plos

ha esidens can puchase and fam hemselves.
Buyes of an agiculual plo, fo example, mus
eseve appoximaely 80-90 pecen of hei plo fo
uban agiculue and may use no moe han seven
pecen of he plo fo a house, shed and yad.When
puchasing a sandad o commecial lo, a buye
should se aside appoximaely 50-60 pecen of he
lo fo uban agiculue. The excepion is he
landscape plos, which do no equie uban
agiculue. In ode o manage and conol he
developmen of uban agiculue in Oosewold, a
pacel passpo was developed, which can be
undesood as a conac, ha legally binds he new
plo ownes o all spaial and plo-specic
developmen ules. Fo example, he pacel passpo
denes he spaial division of he dieen funcions
of he plo (Jansma and Weheim-Heck 01).

Managing Self oganisaion
Wih he self-oganisaion of he fuue esidens, an
innovaion was inoduced in planning pacice.
Oiginally, he pofessionals of he Oosewold
Developmen Agency (ODA) wee he only
sakeholdes. Since 016, howeve, a new and fas-
gowing and divese goup has been involved in he
planning pocess in Oosewold. These new esidens
oganized hemselves in fomal and infomal goups
o shae daa, expeiences and knowledge and o
collaboae on he developmen of oads and
housing, bu also o negoiae wih he ODA on he
inepeaion of ules and egulaions. An example of
a fomal goup is he see associaion, whee
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Figue 3: Done Sho of Almee Oosewold (Daniel Mündelein)
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Figue 4: Done Sho of Almee Oosewold (Daniel Mündelein)



esidens using he same seemus oganize o
coodinae consucion and mainenance. An
example of an infomal goup is he Oosewold
plafom, which is consideed by esidens o be hei
unocial ineacive leaning communiy and
consiss of seveal woking o leaning goups.
Despie is infomal saus, his plafommees
egulaly and ocially wih he ODA. Negoiaions
wih esidens and hei inepeaions have in some
cases led he ODA o efomulae o adap he ules
and egulaions. The ineacions beween he acos
involved in he planning pocess - he ODA and he
esidens - have shaped he planning pacice and
hus he way agiculue is being ansfomed in
Oosewold.

Planning wih and fo Uban Agiculue

Alhough many sudies ecognize ha pei-uban
agiculue is impoan fo food supply and food
secuiy in he uban egion, is poenial is ofen
ovelooked omaginalized by uban planning.
Conceps like Gaden Ciy (Howad 190) o
Boadace Ciy (Wigh 1944) poposed ideas fo agi-
uban setlemens, which wee aely ealized on a
lage scale.

Pevailing planning pacice and planning paadigms
ae sill based on he dichoomy of agiculue and
uban developmen. Agiculue should ake place in

aeas eseved fo i and seveal sudies highligh ha
dealing wih (pei-)uban agiculue is a challenge fo
uban planning. I is assumed ha hee is a lack of
song visions beyond poliical adiions in ode o
ovecome he dichoomy beween uban and ual
aeas. Spaial planning focuses pimaily on he
aesheic qualiies of he geen uban finge ahe
han he agiculual funcions (Mündelein and
Pszola 04). The developmen of updaed and
compehensive agi-uban visions is sill up in he ai
(Mündelein and Pszola 0). Agains his backdop
i can be saed, ha convincing spaial images fo
foodscapes ae a necessiy o acivae new ypes of
public policies and innovaive foms of govenance
(Pszola e al. 01).

As a basis fo spaial planning wih uban agiculue,
a compehensive ypology is poposed ha descibes
and chaaceizes i (Jansma e al. 04). Fo he
developmen of foodscapes such as Almee in pei-
uban aeas, i can be saed ha pei-uban faming
is chaaceized by a heeogeneous paten of
holdings wih inensive and specialized poducion,
high paicipaion in divesicaion, and low-inensive
hobby and lifesyle-oiened fams. Agains his
backdop, hee geneic ypes of pei-uban
agiculue can be exaced: (1) gaden faming, ()
muli-funcional faming, and (3) convenional
faming (Jansma and Weheim-Heck 0).
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Figue 5: Self-sucien building wih kichen gaden (Daniel Mündelein)



These basic ypes ae clevely combined in dieen
ways and chaaceize he foodscape of Almee
Oosewold. The associaed planning fo pei-uban
agiculue equies paicipaoy pocesses o
develop susainable local foodscapes fom hese
agiculual patens wih he involvemen of
numeous sakeholdes. Thee aspecs of his
paicipaoy pocess in Almee had a majo inuence
on he design of he foodscape.

The s aspec is elaed o he planning pacice,
which is based on basic developmen ules as he
pacel passpo, insead of imposed pescibed
egulaion. This simulaes and faciliaes ceaiviy in
dieen ways. In Oosewold we can obseve
ceaiviy in a spaial sense as well as in
enepeneuship and building syle. I shows ha
inegaing agiculue ino uban planning is possible
and conibues o a mulifuncional, poducive and
atacive landscape. The planning pacice
simulaes new ypes of enepeneuships (e.g. a
fame developing housing on his popey), which
esul in new communiies such as an aea
coopeaive in food.

The second aspec is elaed o he disibuion of
land, in paicula he measues fo picing he land
and he spaial allocaion of he dieen ypes of
plos. I can be assumed ha he ising land pices
have had impacs on he acquied culivaion aea pe
plo, as he invesmen capaciy of he new esidens
has no inceased o a compaable exen. The
esuling smalle culivaion aea means fewe
oppouniies fo faming pe plo, which ineviably
conibues o esidens concenaing on small-scale
culivaion (kichen gaden as ype 1 gaden faming).

The hid aspec is elaed o he skills and knowledge
of he new inhabians of he foodscape. The
esidens appeaed o be pedominanly newcomes
o (uban) agiculue, which sill mus gain
agiculual know-how. I is no o be expeced ha
hese non-expes would immediaely sa and
expeimen wih new foms of agiculue on hei
plos. Fo example, he inexpeienced gadenes and
fames who ae a he foefon of he s phase of
Oosewold could bene fom moe expeienced
acos and infasucue ha suppo he local
developmen of know-how and skills in agiculue.
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Figue 6: Exemplicaion of he hee ypes of faming in he pei-uban aea
(deived fom: Jansma and Weheim-Heck, 0)



This would be he basis fo he mulifuncional
agiculue in Oosewold, which was foeseen in he
maseplan.

Inuenced by he hee aspecs menioned above, he
planning pacice in Oosewold can be consideed
as an open and ieaive pocess, which sill oes
oppouniies o include a wide ange of agiculual
aciviies in he aea. Unique in he planning wih and
fo uban agiculue pocess is he shaed eo of
esidens, fames and plannes. This is based on a
edisibuion of esponsibiliies and involves
negoiaing each sakeholde’s posiion in he
pocess of developmen. This goes way beyond
dening and dawing a new poducive aea, which is
adiionally consideed a ask of landscape plannes.

Conclusion

Oosewold can be undesood as a unique beeding
gound fo he developmen of a self-oganized
foodscape, which poduces new spaial images, a
hybid of uban and ual sucues as well as
govenance sucues, which emphasize self-
oganisaion. The conex of Oosewold is no easily
compaable o many ohe uban egions, and is
planning pacice is no ye a univesal bluepin fo
he simulaneous developmen of ubanisaion and
he pomoion of agiculue in pei-uban aeas. Bu
he scale level on which Oosewold opeaes is
unpecedened and daing. The mei of is planning
pacice is he exploaion of new pinciples fo

planning pei-uban agiculue and boadens ou
undesanding of self-sucien neighbouhoods.
Oosewold expands he oolbox of uban design and
landscape planning fo he susainable and
paicipaoy developmen of foodscapes.
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