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NEWS

Fifty key farmland 
species
President of the Executive Board 
Sjoukje Heimovaara was recently 
presented with the Canon of Dutch 
Farmland Nature, a book detailing 50 
species of flora and fauna that typify 
the Dutch countryside. The selection 
was made with input from Profes-
sor Liesje Mommer and researcher 
Dirk van Apeldoorn, who are both 
involved in the Wageningen Biodiver-
sity Initiative.
‘The Canon would have been a thou-
sand pages long if it had been up to 
Liesje and Dirk; they were so enthu-
siastic,’ said the publisher. ‘They also 
showed that “farmland nature” is not 
a contradiction in terms: the Neth-
erlands is home to various animal 
and plant species that live here pre-
cisely because farm practices create 
the right habitat.’ That association 
between cultivation and nature is the 
key theme of the foreword, which was 
written by WUR emeritus professor of 
the Ecology & Philosophy of Nature 
Restoration Matthijs Schouten. ‘We 

have become used to seeing humans 
and nature as polar opposites,’ he 
argues. ‘But a form of cooperation 
that benefits nature is possible. How-
ever, that will require us to see nature 
as a partner to a greater extent than 
at present.’ me  

A 20-year-old man from Wageningen 
has been sentenced to 80 hours of 
community service, 20 of which are 
suspended. The punishment is for his 
role in the assault on a Chinese PhD 
candidate on campus in April 2024. 
Three perpetrators threw stones at the 
PhD candidate and beat him up. One of 
the other perpetrators was sentenced 
to community service back in January. 
A third suspect, who is a minor, was 
acquitted in the juvenile court in Febru-
ary. The perpetrators also have to pay 
damages to the PhD candidate.
The assault provoked fear and anger 
among the international community in 
Wageningen. Some of them said they 
had felt unsafe for a while due to the 
intimidating behaviour of ‘local youths’. 
In a joint letter to the municipality 
and the university, they reported that 
international students had had stones 
and eggs thrown at them on previous 
occasions too. There have also been 
incidents involving verbal abuse and 
other forms of aggressive and undesir-
able behaviour. lz

Community 
service

Olmer Tutein Nolthenius (22) spent the 
last year as a member of WUR Student 
Council representing the VeSte party. 
That brought him into contact with the 
Dutch National Students’ Association 
(ISO). Now he will be moving to Utrecht, 
where ISO is based, for the coming 
academic year. ‘ISO represents all 
students in the Netherlands.’ 

‘Students in the various university 
student councils meet up in Utrecht 
every now and then to discuss various 
topics and reach a common position,’ 
explains Tutein Nolthenius. ‘That’s how 
I got to know ISO. ISO then takes those 
standpoints and presents them to the 

Ministry of Education and politicians. 
At the moment, the political parties 
are working on their manifestos for the 
upcoming elections so we will be telling 
them what things are important to 
students.’
Tutein Nolthenius will be a general 
board member. ‘That means I’ll be 
responsible for various portfolios. For 
example, I’ll look at how to strengthen 
student consultative bodies at 
universities and how to boost students’ 
interest in them.’  He will also be 
looking at internationalization and the 
Erasmus programme. ‘Another topic 
I’ll be dealing with is the link between 
education and the labour market. 

We want the internship allowance to 
be a legal requirement, for example, 
and we want measures to prevent 
discrimination in internships.’ lz

WUR student to spend year on ISO board

Olmer Tutein Nolthenius (on the right) with the new 
ISO board in Utrecht  Photo ISO 


