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It is 50years ago that the European
Association of Agricultural Economists
(EAAE) was founded, a good reason
to investigate how it has developed.
The Constitution of the EAAE states
that ‘the object of the association is:
a) to promote the knowledge and
understanding of agricultural
economics, in particular in the
European context; and b) to promote
the exchange of experiences, ideas
and information among agricultural
economists. The EAAE tries to
achieve this object inter alia by
organising meetings for the members,
including the organisation of a
congress with a general theme, and
seminars devoted to one or more
specific subjects and by publishing
scientific journals’ (www.eaae.org).

As such the EAAE is an example of an
international scientific organisation,
defined as ‘nongovernmental
mechanisms that facilitate direct
collaboration between research
communities across different countries,
allowing scientists to organize
transnational contacts for common
goals independently of governments’
(AI generated definition based on the
International Encyclopedia of the
Social Sciences, 2001). The EAAE thus
joins a longer tradition dating back to
the late 19" century, in which scientists
and agronomists established
international scientific associations to
exchange knowledge and experiences
(Pan-Montojo and Mignemi, 2017,
Segers and Van Molle, 2022).

In 2025 the EAAE celebrates its 50™
birthday at the congress in Bonn. This
occasion is the motivation to unravel
how the EAAE has tried to reach its
objectives over time. In this paper, we
investigate the extent to which the
interests and activities of the
association were influenced by
topical agricultural challenges, policy
debates, new insights and
methodological and technical
possibilities in scientific research. A
first look at the themes of seminars
and congresses, the choice of invited
speakers at congresses, and the
background and nationality of the
EAAE Board members suggests that
the EAAE was both influenced by but
also influenced policy debates. This
cautious conclusion also goes for the
EAAE’s journals such as the European
Review of Agricultural Economics
(ERAE) and EuroChoices (a joint
initiative with the Agricultural
Economics Society). To get a clearer
picture of this mutual influence, we
explored the EAAE archives',
collected and classified all
information regarding the themes of
the congresses (18 in total) and
seminars (191 in total), respectively
organised since 1975 and 1980. We
also looked at the topics of the most
relevant papers, in terms of citations
or awards. With this analysis we build
further on the previous work of Di
Falco et al. (2023) for the ERAE and
Blandford and Banse (2021)

for EuroChoices.
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Getting started

Early days. In the first half of the
1970s agricultural economists felt the
need for more international
collaboration in Europe, in particular
between colleagues from both sides
of the Iron Curtain. In other scientific
disciplines too, experts in the West
and East tried to maintain contact
with each other, despite political
tensions. In most, if not all, countries
there were national associations,
sometimes with their own scientific
journal in the national language. The
main fora for international contacts
for agricultural economists, besides
membership of a foreign society, was
the International Association of
Agricultural Economists (IAAE), with
its triennial congresses and
occasional meetings.

‘ ‘ Les publications
de '’AEEA.ent joué un
réle clé dans la diffusion
de la recherche et des
informations sur les
politiques de haute

qualité. , ,

At the 1970 congress of the IAAE in
Minsk (Belarus) a group of European
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agricultural economists started to
discuss the need for closer regional
cooperation via a European association
and a journal. Sponsors provided funds
to get this started. It took five years to
start-up the European Association of
Agricultural Economists because the
initiators needed time to solve two key
issues. First, there was hesitancy about
the ‘split’ from the TAAE. Second, there
were discussions with the national
associations and national academia in
(communist) Central and East
European countries on the relationship:
should the association be an
association of associations, or of
individual persons, or were both
allowed? A meeting in Sienna in 1972,
was inconclusive. A follow-up meeting
at an TAAE event in Sao Paulo (Brazil)
one year later brought progress, and a
subsequent meeting in 1974 in Wye
(UK) adopted a draft constitution.
Finally, the first congress in Uppsala in
1975 voted the EAAE into existence
and a legal association under Dutch
law was created. The first Constitution
allowed the membership of
organisations besides individual
persons, but no organisations joined
leading to the later withdrawal of this
option. The EAAFE’s link with national
organisations was and is through
national liaison officers. The paid
membership was for a three yearly
period, linked to the rhythm of the
congresses. The members elected the
Board for the same period, considering
geographical/regional
representativeness.

Activities. Besides a newsletter and
(later) a website, the congresses have
remained the main activity of the
EAAE (Table D. The congresses tend
to have a broad theme, with
opportunities for interaction in poster
and paper sessions, and organised
sessions on a specific topic. Keynote
speakers signal and discuss new
developments in science or innovative
research topics. The internet and other
digital applications to share scientific
insights and expertise have led to a
gradual shift in importance from
exchange of knowledge to networking
and personal contact. Attendance at

2024 the EAAE decided to move to a
2-year cycle from 2025 onwards. The
EAAE and [AAE originally both had a
three-year cycle that did not overlap.
There will be future years where
members can visit an EAAE and an
IAAE congress in the same year.

Since the first one in 1980 in
Zaragoza nearly 200 seminars have
been organised by the EAAE

(Figure 1). During the Covid-19
lock-downs positive experiences with
webinars became the basis for a new
regular format of webinars on a
specific theme given by experts. The
seminar format ideally attracts
between 50 and 100 participants for a
2-day meeting on a specialised topic.
The initiative for a seminar is taken
by members who make a proposal to
the EAAE Board for endorsement as

Figure 1: Number of EAAE seminars and webinars per period, 1978-2025
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one thousand in 2023 in Rennes. In
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an EAAE seminar. This endorsement
is a quality mark as such and makes
the membership list and the
marketing via the newsletter and
website available to the local
organisers. Seminar attendees must
be members of the EAAE. Many
universities and research institutes
have taken the opportunity,
sometimes in the framework of a
celebration or an EU research project,
to organise a seminar. Some have
been organised in collaboration with
other associations, both in agricultural
economics and related fields (for
example on information technology).
The smaller size of the events,
compared to the congresses, and the
specialised topics foster research
collaboration among members.

Most of the seminars were organised
in Germany, Italy, France and the
Netherlands (Figure 2). These
countries also organised two
congresses. Eight out of the 18
congresses were organised in the six
founding members of the European
Union, five in Central and Eastern
Europe. Three seminars were
organised outside Europe.

From the establishment of the EAAE
the need for a journal was clear as
the new association saw national
journals in their native languages as a
barrier to the global exchange of
research results. With a grant of
$10,000, from the Dutch National
Science Fund and a foundation under
Dutch law established to administer
the funds, the European Review of
Agricultural Economics (ERAE) came
into existence after the meeting in
Sienna in 1972. In March 1973, the
first issue was published by the
Dutch firm Mouton. Sicco Mansholt
(former Commissioner of Agriculture
and Temporary President of the
European Commission till January
1973) wrote the very first article,
entitled ‘How can agricultural
economists help to solve Europe’s
agricultural problems? During the
1980s, Mouton merged with the
Berlin-based publishing firm Walter
de Gruyter. In 1999, the ERAE
publication shifted to Oxford
University Press (OUP)

(Oskam, 1994). The journal became
the Official Journal of the EAAE, but

Figure 2: Number of seminars per country, 1980-2025 (not on the map:
Russia, China, USA and Canada where 1 seminar was organised)
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it was not possible to combine the
journal subscription with the EAAE
membership fee because of the
difficulty aligning three yearly
membership fees with an annual
subscription. Increasing the cost of
membership might prove too costly
in a situation where seminar
organisers have alternatives with the
internet and EU projects.

In 2001 EuroChoices, a joint initiative
between the Agricultural Economics
Society (AES), which is one of the
world’s leading associations of
professional and academic agricultural
economists (founded in 1926) and the

EAAE, published its first issue. The key

aim of the journal is outreach, i.e. the

@aewi;
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communication of reasoned and
accessible analysis of agri-food and
rural affairs to a wide range of readers.
The EuroChoices concept and initiative
emerged from lengthy discussions
within the AES Executive Committee. A
key decision was taken in spring 1998
to pursue a feasibility study of a
publication concept to complement the
Journal of Agricultural Economics (the
journal of the AES) and the ERAE.
Harry Ayer, former Editor of the
magazine Choices in the USA, analysed
a study of the feasibility of establishing
a similar European outreach journal,
financed by the European Commission.
This work included key discussions
with the EAAE with the aim of
ensuring that the proposed new journal

OPENING SESSION
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The EAAE Congress 2023 in Rennes (France).
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would have a Europe-wide platform. It
was from these discussions and
reflections that the title EuroChoices
emerged, followed by a decision to
produce the first issue of the journal in
conjunction with the printer Inglis-
Allen. A partnership, initially with
publisher Blackwell that merged into
Wiley, followed in due course, in
linkage with the AES journal. The first
issue was published in 2001 and
launched in Brussels during an event
with Commissioner Franz Fischler
(Blandford and Banse, 2021).

The rise of open access business
models but also the wish to broaden
the scope of the ERAE led to the
creation of Q Open in 2021, published
by Oxford University Press. It is an
online publication that unlike the
ERAE also focusses on natural
resource economics, climate
economics and rural development
economics. In addition, papers are not
judged on whether they renew
academic methods, but on whether
the science is sound, which stimulates
replication research and studies with
the same methodologies in

another area.

To support these developments the
ERAE Foundation was renamed as the
EAAEP Foundation and in 2017
discussions were started between
EAAE and the Foundation to bring
their relationship more in line with that
of other associations. That resulted in
the decision to strengthen the
democratic control of the Foundation
and to use its profits for other
purposes in the profession such as
PhD workshops. But it was also seen
as attractive to have a separate legal
structure for the commercial activities
of publishing with its own risks and
need for capital. This resulted in
changes in the constitutions of both
entities and a contract to make the
EAAEP Foundation act as the
publishing commiittee of the EAAE.

Besides the organisation of congresses
and seminars and the foundation of
journals, the EAAE also started more
interactive ways to mentor early-
career and junior researchers. It
initiated PhD workshops starting in
2003 in Montpellier, France. The 10"
PhD workshop was organised in

6  EuroChoices 24(1)
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Notebook from the 100th EAAE Seminar in Serbia.

Budapest in 2024. The objective is to
give European PhD students from
different countries the opportunity to
present their research in progress in a
conference setting and to get
feedback from other PhD students,
peers and senior economists.
Participants benefit from plenary
sessions in which keynote speakers

present their most recent
contributions and provide guidance
on how to successfully conduct
research in the agricultural,
environmental, food and development
economics domain.

Finally, in 2022 the EAAE began a
mentoring programme matching more
established and senior members of

Handing out material at the 100th EAAE Seminar in Novi Sad (Serbia).
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the EAAE with early career members.
The primary goal is to help younger
members to acquire critical skills to
help them achieve their career goals.
A secondary goal is to cultivate a
spirit of collaboration and
cooperation between different
generations of EAAE members.

Themes and topics

For this paper we completed an
overview of all congress themes, and
seminar topics and the invited plenary
papers of the congresses. Table 1
presents the congresses and their
themes.

Congresses. The congresses’ object
and focus broadened from
agricultural production to the food
system and the natural environment,
partially to attract a wider audience
partly because agriculture cannot be
seen in isolation and new societal
issues became relevant. The congress
themes are determined by a
programme committee chaired by a
leading agricultural economist and
members coming from different parts
of Europe. However, the theme
requires consent of the EAAE Board.
Congress themes reflected the policy
issues of the time in which they took
place. For instance, the 1984
congress in Kiel put markets and
prices central in a time of
overproduction, intervention stocks
and the introduction of the milk
quota. The 1993 congress in Stresa,
the birthplace of the Common
Agricultural Policy 35years earlier,
focussed on transition processes,
reflecting events such as the fall of
the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the
integration of Central and East
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European countries in the market
economy. The title of the 1999
congress in Warsaw reflected the
subsequent globalisation and
integration of agricultural markets.
After a decade with food scandals
and more integration in food chains,
the term ‘Agri-food system’ turned up
in 2002 in Zaragoza and would be
explicitly and implicitly in the title of
all the following congresses. Starting
in Ghent (2008) environmental
concerns entered the conference
main theme and the 2017 congress in
Parma flagged sustainability. From
then it was not explicitly mentioned
in the titles. It is surprising that the

© 2025 The Author(s). EuroChoices published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd on behalf of Agricultural Economics
Society and European Association of Agricultural Economists.

first plenary paper explicitly on
environmental issues was presented
in the 1987 Balatonszéplak congress,
almost twenty years after the start of
the Club of Rome in 1968.

Seminars. Given the broad themes
of the congresses, it makes sense to
take a closer look at the topics. That
is why in this section we will take a
closer look at the topics covered in
the 194 seminars and the webinars.
Methods to classify the topics of
scientific articles are very diverse and
range from relatively simple (relying
on expert knowledge) to
sophisticated technologies such as

EuroChoices 24(1) + 7
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Textual Analysis and Artificial
Intelligence (AD. For example, Di
Falco et al. (2023) apply expert
knowledge to classify papers
published in the ERAE. The authors
were the ERAE editors in 2023 but
also held editorial positions earlier,
and therefore clearly exhibited expert
knowledge. A Textual Analysis counts
the frequency of words presenting
the results in, for example, Word
Clouds. Blandford and Banse (2021)

use Textual Analysis to analyse the
topics of papers published in
EuroChoices. We choose in this paper
to use Al (ChatGPT version 40).
Using Al effectively requires Expert
Knowledge to feed it with search
terms, clear questions and guidelines.
Moreover, the Di Falco et al. (2023)
paper and the Blandford and

Banse (2021) paper provided input
for working with Al and fine tuning
its results. We shared all available

Figure 3: The frequency of the topics of EAAE seminars and webinars,

1980-2024
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Figure 4: Seminar and webinar topics by decade
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information about the topics of the
seminars with Al and asked to group
this information into ten overarching
topics. Table 2 presents the
classification of the resulting topics
and Figure 3 lists the frequency of the
different topics.

The ten overarching topics proposed
by AI are logical and correspond
with previous reports on the focal
points within EAAE seminars.
Nevertheless, we should apply some
caution and nuance here. The
attribution of an individual seminar
to one topic (as in Figure 3) can be
arbitrary. Some titles have keywords
that fit into different topics. In the
1990s and early 2000s seminars with
a regional focus (Central and Eastern
Europe, the Baltics, the Balkans)
were organised with an eye to
integration in the European Union.
There were also seminars oriented to
a certain sector (for instance, the beef
industry during the BSE crisis,
aquaculture, forestry) that can be
classified in different ways. In
addition, some seminars had a strong
methodological orientation that is not
specific for one of the topics. The
high number of seminars dedicated
to food chain and food system issues
is due to the yearly seminar
organised in Garmisch Partenkirchen
on this topic. But it is also a topic
that created interest in the 1990s due
to food scandals and increasing
consumer awareness, resulting in
quality management with contracts,
labels, and some vertical integration.
In the last decade it took the form of
research on food systems. Policy
implications of research are discussed
in most of the seminars, and in
addition a substantial number of
seminars have been organised to
discuss the Common Agricultural
Policy and sector modelling for
policy assessment. In 2007 climate
change was for the first time a topic
of a seminar. The topic could be seen
as just another aspect of
sustainability. However, given the
interest in recent decades, it makes
sense to treat climate change as a
specific topic.

In Figure 4 we present the seminar
topics by decade, an exercise that

© 2025 The Author(s). EuroChoices published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd on behalf of Agricultural Economics
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Figure 5: Topics in keynote papers presented at congresses and reported in

the ERAE, 1975-2023
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we also did with the help of Al
Here too, a clear connection with
current agricultural affairs and
policy topics is noticeable. The
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
was an important topic in the 1980s,
but after the MacSharry reforms in
1992 interest waned and shifted to
topics like the food chain in a
globalised world. The CAP’s
simplification probably played a
role here but also the trend towards
alternative modes of governance.
However, the enlargement of the
European Union with countries
from Central and Eastern Europe,
the abolishment of dairy and sugar
quotas (in 2015 and 2018,
respectively), and the discussion on
eco-schemes, renewed interest in
the CAP in the first two decades of
the century (Knudsen, 2011;

Patel, 2009). International trade
issues were a stable topic
throughout the period under study.
However, attention shifted from a
local to a global market focus,
fuelled by globalisation and
worldwide market liberalisation.
Interest in the food chain exploded

in the 1990s with globalisation and
implementation of ICT. It was also a
period of several food scandals
(BSE, dioxin in Belgian chickens,
Austrian wine, Spanish olive oil)
with more contracting and business-
to-business schemes like GlobalGAP
as a result. In recent decades the
focus on food system approaches
made this an important topic, that
was mentioned in many congress
titles (Table 1). This shift is
mirrored in the decline of farm
economics as a topic. Despite that,
there is still an interest in income
issues, finance and resilience of
farm systems, as well as specific
types of farm organisation like
super large farms, very small farms,
or multifunctional farms. However,
optimalisation questions have gone
out of fashion. With biotechnology,
robotics, digitalisation and precision
agriculture there is an increase in
the number of seminars dedicated
to innovation and technology. The
innovation process itself in
agricultural knowledge and
innovation systems is also back in
vogue. This may be explained by

© 2025 The Author(s). EuroChoices published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd on behalf of Agricultural Economics
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higher agricultural and food prices
and increased competition making
it more attractive to invest in
technology. At the same time
governments have started rethinking
the role of innovation systems and
extension initiatives in the transition
to more sustainable agriculture.

Seminars on consumer behaviour
became numerous after 2000.
Marketing as a topic was replaced
by studies with behavioural
economics and experimental
economics. The health crisis with
fast growing numbers of obese
people made this research policy
relevant. Involving consumers in
buying more sustainable food was
another. Seminars on rural
development were booming in the
1990s and the first decade of this
century, after the CAP added the
second pillar in the MacSharry
reform. Moreover, issues in rural
development broadened from purely
economic to social-cultural issues.
Not only did interest in the food
chain or food system increase, but
also that in the environment. A small
topic after the Club of Rome’s The
Limits to Growth in 1972, this topic
grew after the Brundtland report in
1987. In recent years seminars and
webinars on climate change receive
increasing interest. Risk is also a
topic that has gained growing
importance since the 1990s with
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much attention to weather risks
(Lains and Pinilla, 2009; Mohr
et al., 2023).

Papers. The trends we found in the
seminar themes is substantiated by a
similar analysis of papers. We used
the same classification scheme to
analyse the keynotes that invited
speakers gave at the congresses, the
most cited papers (as identified by
DiFalco et al., 2023) and the award-
winning ERAE papers.

The ERAE publishes the keynotes of
the EAAE Congresses, making it
possible to report which type of
topics the congress organisers
selected for invited speakers to
signal important developments. Not
all keynotes were published: some
speakers from politics, food business
or other disciplines did not deliver a
paper, or it was not seen as
scientific enough to be in the ERAE.
Moreover, some were simply too
late to be included in a special
congress issue. Nevertheless, we
were able to classify 130 papers.
Figure 5 provides the results of the
keynote papers analysis. The
evolution of topics is largely
consistent with those discussed at
the seminars.

A second method to signal new
approaches in research is handing
out yearly awards for the best paper
published in the ERAE. This custom
started in 1995. Until 2007 awards
were restricted to authors under
35years old, then this age criterion
was dropped. Figure 6 presents the
results over two periods: 1995-2009
and 2010-2023. The classification
learns that in the first period papers
on farm economics were relatively
often awarded, and papers on
consumer research in the second
period. Food chain papers were also
often awarded, as well as papers on
sustainability and climate change.
These findings are in line with the
trends in seminar topics, although
they occur a bit later. This could be
an effect of the importance that the
editors of the ERAE, who select the
prize winners, place on novelty of
research approaches and econometric
methods. The high number of farm

10 ++ EuroChoices 24(1)

Figure 6: Topics in papers that were awarded Outstanding journal article in

the ERAE, 1995-2023
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Figure 7: Topics in the five most cited papers per decade from ERAE,
weighted by the number of citations of those papers, 1973-2022
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2020s

economic papers in the 1990s might
have been influenced by the fact that
at the end of the 1980s, managers of
the Farm Accountancy Data
Networks, like DG Agri, began to
make anonymous individual farm
data available with new technological
devices for the transfer of large

datasets to encourage ex-post and
ex-ante policy relevant research. In
the early 1980s microfiches contained
only aggregated data and magnetic
tapes were hard to handle.

Signalling new research avenues
with keynotes or awards is one

© 2025 The Author(s). EuroChoices published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd on behalf of Agricultural Economics
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thing, another is the question of
whether these influence the
development of the profession. We
classified the papers identified by Di
Falco et al. (2023) as the top five
articles for each of the last five
decades, as measured by citations in
referenced journals. Some of the
papers are keynotes from
congresses or award-winning
papers, others are not. After
classification we counted the
citations collected per topic. This as
an indication of how many papers
on the theme were written as a
follow-up. The results in Figure 7
can be interpreted as a rough
picture of the topics that were most
popular in the profession.

“DEB%E
Publikationemrhalben eine
Schlusselrolle bei der
Verbreitung von qualitativ
hochwertiger Forschung
und politischen
Erkenntnissen

gespielt. , ,

These results also clearly
substantiate the findings in the
previous classification. As Di Falco
et al. (2023) concluded, early
contributions to the ERAE reflect an
interest in issues in farm
management and policy analysis in
relation to the CAP. Consumer-food
related research gained attention in
the 1990s with issues like food
safety, the provenance of consumer
products, and the nutritional
implications of food consumption
capturing the public interest. This
trend grew in the new century, with
experimental approaches and
research on the role of information
in consumer behaviour. During the
last decade many papers overlapped
in climate mitigation, risk
management and precision
agriculture — which makes the
classification of papers sometimes a
bit arbitrary.

Looking back and forward

Over the past 50years, the European
Association of Agricultural
Economists (EAAE) has established
itself as a pivotal institution in
advancing the knowledge and
understanding of agricultural
economics, particularly within the
European context. Through its
organisation of 18 congresses and
nearly 200 seminars, its journals and
a range of focused initiatives such as
PhD workshops and mentoring
programmes, the EAAE has
continuously adapted to the
changing needs of its members and
the broader agri-food sector.

An analysis of the themes of EAAE
congresses and seminars
demonstrates how the association’s
activities have both responded to
and influenced key societal and
policy developments. Impact in
terms of a policy change is
(fortunately) seldom based on an
individual paper or even seminar,
but the many seminars on policy
modeling and trade have
contributed to decision making on
the introduction of milk quota

and direct payments. Several
seminars on Central and Eastern
European issues gave a better
understanding of the

transition challenges.

The analysis of keynote papers,
award winning papers and most
cited papers in the ERAE underlines
the dynamics. For example, the
early focus on agricultural
production and market prices
gradually expanded to encompass
broader issues such as consumer
behaviour, food systems,
sustainability and climate change.
Seminars in the 1990s and 2000s
prominently addressed the
globalisation of food chains,
environmental challenges, and rural
development, reflecting shifts in
European policy priorities and
consumer concerns. In recent years,
the focus on food systems,
digitalisation and innovation has
further highlighted the association’s
role in addressing complex,
interdisciplinary challenges.

© 2025 The Author(s). EuroChoices published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd on behalf of Agricultural Economics
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Despite the rise of digital platforms
and open-access publishing models,
the EAAE continues to emphasise
the importance of in-person
exchanges, as evidenced by the
growing attendance at its
congresses, which reached
approximately 1,000 participants in
2023. These events, along with
webinars introduced during the
Covid-19 pandemic, have fostered
collaboration among researchers,
policymakers, and industry
stakeholders across Europe

and beyond.

The EAAE’s publications, including
the European Review of Agricultural
Economics (ERAE), EuroChoices and
Q Open, have played a key role in
disseminating high-quality research
and policy insights. While ERAE
focuses on academic rigor,
EuroChoices has successfully bridged
the gap between science and
practice, offering accessible analysis
to a broader audience. The launch

EuroChoices 24(1) + 11
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of Q Open in 2021 further
demonstrates the association’s
commitment to innovation and
inclusivity in academic publishing.

‘ ‘ The EAAE’s
publicationsshave
played a key rolein
disseminating high-
quality research and
policy insights. , ,

Future historical research on the
EAAE and the profession could
delve into the regional dynamics
within the EAAE, examining how
the organisation engaged with
different parts of Europe,
particularly during and after the
Cold War. This includes analyzing
the integration of Central and
Eastern European countries and
how their accession to the EU
influenced the EAAE’s structure,
priorities and activities. Additionally,
a historical investigation into the

evolution of international
collaborations, such as partnerships
with the Agricultural Economics
Society and other organisations,
could shed light on how these
networks shaped the EAAE’s focus,
impact and role in fostering
transnational knowledge exchange.
A further line of inquiry could
explore the influence of key leaders
and researchers within the EAAE,
examining how their vision and
actions shaped the organisation’s
development and its contributions
to the field of

agricultural economics.

In the next 50years the EAAE and
the research topics will shift again.
New developments in digitalisation,
the publishing industry and
international travel will have an
influence on the activities and
publication strategy of the EAAE.
Also research topics will be renewed
and new ones will show up. Already
at the anniversary congress in Bonn
there will be much talk on the
current reset in geopolitics, the
implications for international trade,
the Common Agricultural Policy and
climate change policies. In a

Further Reading

Award handed out to Fellows in 2008.

multipolar geopolitical architecture
with politics in many countries
becoming more nativist, there is once
again a role for the EAAE to support
collaboration between both sides of
the divide.

Note

1 The dataset including a list of all
seminars and webinars is available
upon request from the authors.
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Summary

50 Years of the EAAE.

Systems, 1975-2025

* This paper examines the development
=)’ of the European Association of
Agricultural Economists (EAAE) over the
past fifty years and its impact on the field
of agricultural economics. Established in
1975 to foster international collaboration

— particularly within Europe — the EAAE has
played a key role in promoting knowledge
exchange among agricultural economists.
Over time, the organisation has expanded
its scope through congresses, seminars and
scientific publications, including the
European Review of Agricultural Economics
(ERAE), EuroChoices and Q Open.

An analysis of congress and seminar themes
reveals a shift in research focus from
traditional agricultural economics to
broader issues such as consumer behaviour,
food systems, sustainability and climate
change. While globalisation and food safety
became dominant topics in the 1990s, the
21st century has seen increasing focus on
consumer issues, digital innovations and
food system transformations. The EAAE has
not only responded to policy developments
and scientific innovations but has also
actively shaped policy debates and
knowledge dissemination.

Beyond academic output, the EAAE has
invested in supporting early-career
researchers through PhD workshops and
mentoring programmes. At the same time,
in-person congresses and seminars remain
central to the scientific community, despite
the rise of digital knowledge-sharing
platforms. The findings of this study
underscore the continued relevance of the
EAAE as a platform for scientific exchange
and policy-oriented discussions within
agricultural economics.

50 ans de 'AEEA. De la

alimentaires, 1975-2025

’ Cet article examine I'évolution de

’ I'’Association européenne des
économistes agricoles (AEEA) au cours des
50 dernieres années et son impact sur le
domaine de I'’économie agricole. Créée en
1975 pour favoriser la collaboration
internationale — notamment en Europe

— AEEA a joué un role clé dans la
promotion de I'échange de connaissances
entre économistes agricoles. Au fil du
temps, 'organisation a élargi sa portée a
travers des congres, des séminaires et des
publications scientifiques, notamment la
Revue européenne d’économie agricole
(ERAE), EuroChoices et Q Open.

Une analyse des thémes des congres et
séminaires révele un changement
d’orientation de la recherche partant de
I'économie agricole traditionnelle vers des
questions plus larges telles que le
comportement des consommateurs, les
systemes alimentaires, la durabilité et le
changement climatique. Alors que la
mondialisation et la sécurité des aliments
sont devenues des sujets dominants dans
les années 1990, le 21e siecle a vu une
attention croissante portée aux questions de
consommation, aux innovations
numériques et aux transformations du
systeme alimentaire. AEEA a non
seulement réagi aux évolutions des
politiques et aux innovations scientifiques,
mais a également faconné activement les
débats sur les politiques et la diffusion
des connaissances.

Au-dela de la production scientifique,
I'AEEA a investi dans le soutien aux
chercheurs en début de carriere par le biais
dateliers de doctorat et de programmes de
mentorat. Dans le méme temps, les congres
et séminaires en présentiel restent au coeur
de la communauté scientifique, malgré
I'essor des plateformes numériques de
partage des connaissances. Les résultats de
cette étude soulignent la pertinence
continue de ’AEEA en tant que plate-forme
d’échange scientifique et de discussions
axées sur l'action publique dans le domaine
de I’économie agricole.
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50 Jahre EAAE.
Vom Bauernhof zum
Ernahrungssystem,

| ) Y- U2

9 Dieser Artikel untersucht die

7 Entwicklung der Europdischen
Vereinigung der Agrarokonomen (EAAE) in
den letzten 50 Jahren und ihren Einfluss auf
die Agrarokonomie. Die EAAE wurde 1975
gegriindet, um die internationale
Zusammenarbeit - insbesondere innerhalb
Europas - zu fordern, und hat eine
Schltsselrolle bei der Forderung des
Wissensaustauschs innerhalb der
Agrarokonomie gespielt. Im Laufe der Zeit
hat die Organisation ihren Wirkungskreis
durch Kongresse, Seminare und
wissenschaftliche Publikationen erweitert,
darunter eigene Zeitschriften wie European
Review of Agricultural Economics (ERAE),
EuroChoices und Q Open.

Eine Analyse der Kongress- und
Seminarthemen zeigt eine Verlagerung des
Forschungsschwerpunkts von der
traditionellen Agrardkonomie hin zu
allgemeineren Themen wie
Konsumverhalten, Ernihrungssysteme,
Nachhaltigkeit und Klimawandel. Wahrend
in den 1990er Jahren Globalisierung und
Lebensmittelsicherheit die dominierenden
Themen waren, stehen im 21. Jahrhundert
zunehmend Verbraucherfragen, digitale
Innovationen und die Transformation von
Erndhrungssystemen im Mittelpunkt. Die
EAAE hat nicht nur auf politische
Entwicklungen und wissenschaftliche
Innovationen reagiert, sondern auch die
politischen Debatten und die Verbreitung
von Wissen aktiv mitgestaltet.

Uber den wissenschaftlichen Output hinaus
investierte die EAAE in die Forderung des
Nachwuchses durch
Doktorandenworkshops und
Mentoringprogramme. Gleichzeitig bleiben
personliche Treffen auf Kongressen und
Seminaren trotz der Zunahme digitaler
Plattformen fiir den Wissensaustausch von
zentraler Bedeutung fiir die
wissenschaftliche Gemeinschaft. Die
Ergebnisse dieser Studie unterstreichen die
anhaltende Relevanz der EAAE als Plattform
fur den wissenschaftlichen Austausch und
politikorientierte Diskussionen innerhalb
der Agrarokonomie.
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