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Zebra finches are a key model species in behavioural and evolutionary research, particularly for
studying song learning. In laboratory studies, juvenile sons primarily learn their song from their
fathers during a sensitive developmental period. Whether this pattern holds in the wild is unclear as
family cohesion under natural conditions is poorly understood, and early juvenile dispersal may lead
to learning from multiple tutors. To better understand social organisation, vocal communication, and
song learning in wild zebra finches, we fitted parents and fledglings with solar-powered radio
transmitters to track their movements and interactions over time. Specifically, we examine how
families are socially organised, how long they remain cohesive, and whether there are sex differences
in juvenile proximity to parents. We also examine whether parents expose offspring to broader social
networks in social hotspots, potentially providing access to multiple song tutors, and whether créche
formation occurs. Additionally, we investigate whether families primarily associate with conspecifics
from their natal breeding area or interact with individuals from different locations, potentially
exchanging ecological knowledge. By addressing these questions, we bridge the gap between
laboratory studies and the ecological complexities of wild populations, offering novel insights into the
social organisation and vocal behaviour of zebra finches in their natural environment.
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