NATURE CONSERVATION

Rhinoceros poaching continues

In the Kruger Park in South Africa, the
number of rhinos has fallen drastically,
while poaching remains as intense as ever.
This finding comes from a study by ecolo-
gist Jasper Eikelboom and Herbert Prins,
emeritus professor of Wildlife Ecology and
Conservation. ‘Around the turn of the mil-
lennium, the number of animals was still
around 10,000 to 12,000. Two years ago,
there were only 2,500, says Eikelboom. The

scientists used a mathematical model to
determine the pressure from poachers. They
saw that the percentage of poached animals
remained fairly constant. ‘The absolute
numbers of dead rhinos are dropping be-
cause there are fewer rhinos, but they are be-
ing poached just as much.’ Eikelboom and
Prins call for smaller, well-guarded parks to
turn the tide.

Info: jasper.eikelboom@uwur.nl

PHOTO SHUTTERSTOCK

WAGENINGENWORLD | 2 1 2024

9





