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The City of Sydney has committed to meaningful action on 
climate change, setting a bold goal to be net zero by 2035.  
A big part of reducing our overall emissions is finding 
solutions that address the amount of waste that ends up in 
landfill.

Food scraps make up around a third of what people in our 
area put in their general waste collection bins, and when 
that kind of rubbish makes its way to the tip it rots and 
emits methane.

City of Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore said the food scraps 
recycling programme has more benefits than drastically 
reducing the release of this potent greenhouse gas.

“Instead of ending up in landfill, food scraps are sent to a 
facility where they’re converted into compost for farms and 
gardens,” the Lord Mayor said.

“This is a great outcome and delivers on our goals of having 
a more circular economy. Instead of generating methane, 
these food scraps have become more than 530 tonnes of 
compost that’s helping enrich gardens and farms.”

The City of Sydney is working with other council areas as 
well as the NSW Government to work towards diverting 90% 
of residential waste away from landfill by 2030.

Food scraps can also be converted into energy to power 
homes or fertiliser to help grow more food.

Results and Lessons Learned
The City of Milan has managed to involve nearly all of its 
1.4 million inhabitants in collecting food waste which is 
then used for production of biogas and compost. Milan 
collects 95 kilograms of food waste per inhabitant with an 
overall 62% waste collection rate, resulting in 
approximately 9,000 tonnes of CO2 saved per year. 

Some recommendations from the city following the 
implementation of the Milan Food Policy include:

1)		 Cities need to analyse their food system in order to 
tackle food losses. It is important to have local data and 
to observe the main drivers shaping the food system of 
the city to make the correct decisions.

2)		 Municipalities can act on the food system by facilitating 
the relations between the players involved, and playing 
the role of community leader and not just of 
administrative power.

3)		 Cities must implement umbrella actions (creation of 
platforms, networks, etc.) able to create the favourable 
context for the creation of initiatives involving social 
and economic players. 

4)		City networks play an important role in exchanging 
information and inspiring activities at different levels. It 
is equally fundamental to have municipal officers 

dedicated to food matters who can involve players and 
facilitate common initiatives among departments, 
municipal agencies, research centres, food banks, social 
players and major food businesses.

The growing importance of cities in the fight against food 
waste is undeniable: municipalities are the key players in 
order to achieve a 50% waste reduction by 2030.

This article is reproduced with permission from the website 
of the Resilient Cities Network. To view the original please 
visit https://resilientcitiesnetwork.org/how-milan-is-
winning-the-fight-against-food-waste.

More information

1.  https://foodpolicymilano.org/.

“Our goal is to provide solutions that will help people 
responsibly dispose of their waste, and for that waste to 
become a commodity that will help fuel and nourish our 
communities.”

The City of Sydney is currently working on ways to 
transition the food scraps trial into a broader programme 
that’ll deliver more benefits to our community.

This article is reproduced with permission from the website 
of the Resilient Cities Network. To view the original please 
visit https://resilientcitiesnetwork.org/little-food-scraps-
making-a-big-difference/.
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