
Predatory lionfish is taking 
over the Mediterranean   
The lionfish, a notorious predator, has 
now settled in the colder parts of the 
Mediterranean. It was previously thought 
these areas were not habitable for this 
invasive exotic species.
This result comes from a study  
by WUR researchers that 
was published in April 
in the scientific journal 
NeoBiota. The predator’s 
invasion started ten 
years ago in the warmer 
eastern waters of the 
Mediterranean, and the fish 
have rapidly expanded their 
territory. Genetic studies 
show the fish come from 
the Red Sea and probably 
entered the Mediterranean 
via the Suez Canal.
Lionfish are generalist 

predators and can have a dramatic effect 
on local fish communities and biodiversity. 
Because the prey species are not used to 
this new predator, they usually don’t try to 
flee from the lionfish.
Info: davide.bottacini@wur.nl
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Coffee helps stop bowel cancer
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How do plants  
sense contact? 
Biochemistry professors Dolf Weijers 
and Joris Sprakel will spend the next 
ten years tackling an age-old biological 
conundrum: how do plants sense 
contact? 'We’ve known for more than 
a century that plants have a sense of 
touch,’ says Sprakel. ‘They can feel the 
wind, and they register when a fungus 
is trying to get into them. Grass senses 
that you’re walking on it, for instance, 
which leads to processes in the plant 
that make it sturdier. But how does 
that work, exactly? That is still a real 
blind spot in our knowledge.’
The GreenTE (Green Tissue 
Engineering) consortium led by the 
professors is going to look for the 
answer to this question. In March, 
the Dutch Research Council NWO 
awarded a Gravitation Programme 
grant of 22.9 million euros available 
for the research.
info: joris.sprakel@wur.nl
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People who drink a lot of coffee have less chance of their bowel cancer returning and a smaller risk of dying from the 
disease. This finding comes from a team that included WUR researchers.

Previous research had already shown that 
drinking coffee reduces the risk of getting 
bowel cancer. To study whether coffee has 
a beneficial effect on the progress of the 
disease, 1719 people with bowel cancer 
were asked to complete a questionnaire 
about their lifestyle, including questions 
on how much coffee they drank. The 
results show that the risk of the cancer 
returning is one third lower in people who 
drink a lot of coffee (more than four cups a 
day) than in people who don’t drink much 
coffee (less than two cups). The risk of 
death was smallest when drinking three to 
five cups a day.
Every year, bowel cancer is detected in 
about 12,000 people in the Netherlands.
Info: ellen.kampman@wur.nl 
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