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Table 1. Interviewee details.
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Study area: Vall d’Albaida

10 

Contestations of energy transitions in peri-urban areas: The solar parks of t...

Belgeo, 3 | 2023

4



Figure 1. Location of the study area and solar plant construction as of May 2023. 

Left, sketch of the main cities of the double urban axis of Valencia Region (inner and littoral). Right,
location of the 7 municipalities of the Albaida Valley (Vall d’Albaida). Albaida, Aielo, L’Olleria, Alfarrasí,
Bèlgida and Bufali, orbit the inner axis, functionally depending on the Ontinyent industrial area, whereas
Castelló de Rugat has also important connections to the littoral axis.
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Table 2. Solar plants in the study area (both constructed and in progress by July 2022).

Solar company 1; Visor Generalitat, n.d.; Valfortec, n.d; Pavener, n.d.; El Periodic, 2009
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The political ecology of energy transition projects:
Multi-faceted processes 
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Contestations in the Vall d’Albaida

Entrenchment and enclosure: Visions about the future of agriculture

and public-private entanglements

20 “I do not want to rent out my land for solar plants. I would have loved that solar plants were

unnecessary. However, it is necessary. Agriculture costs a lot of money and hard work, and the

costs have been higher than the revenues over the past years” 

21 “Solar plants are basically modern crops. They bring money from the fields. It is actually an

opportunity: making money while doing nothing” 
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if on what terms
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26 “The land of the comarca is not only of privates but also of people that live there” 

27 “You can’t take agriculture from Valencians, as it is a big part of a lot of people’s life. Companies

sacrifice people’s jobs but also a way of life… Companies want  land and  territories in

exchange for nothing” 

28 

individual 

landscape scale

29 “The municipality of Albaida is on the edge of bankruptcy and the mayor will just approve the

solar plants to be built to make the municipality survive” 
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31 

32 “It is surprising and ‘amusing’ that they [solar plant companies] are building the sport centre,

even though it’s not their job […] We don’t need a company to save us economically, we need

public planning” 

33 

34 

35 “Solar plants should not be placed on productive agricultural land in Albaida or elsewhere. The

benefits will neither go to people, nor to the city of Albaida, nor to farmers. It will only benefit

investors. This is a case of brutal extraction of natural resources” 

36 
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38 “[…] Energy companies do not allow citizens to use the [...] [locally produced solar energy] for

self-consumption […] In 2013, in Spain there was a legal ordinance that says that legally you can

take out the monopoly of companies for public use. But in practice, they are too powerful, and

you cannot” 

39 

Figure 2. Left: poster from citizen group for an information meeting against large-scale solar parks
in the Vall d’Albaida 2; Right: citizen group protesting in the town of Albaida in favour of solar energy,
but against large-scale parks3.
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The encroachment of nature

41 

42 Companies tend to create very fragmented projects so that they can stay under the 50MW limits

to  manage  projects  within  the  administration  of  the  Generalitat  Valenciana  instead  of  at

national government level. By doing so companies have access to subsidies and can do localised

environmental assessments” 

43 

need

Exclusionary planning processes
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45 “At least they [municipalities] have a responsibility of complicity. They should make the conflict

visible; but instead, they are collaborating with companies and hiding projects. […] People should

decide  about  the  what,  how  and  when  of  solar  projects,  under  the  coordination  of  the

municipality. Now the company contacts people after choosing the convenient spot. It should

work the other way round. People should decide the spot, then contact a company” 

46 

individual
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48 

49 

50 “Some people, like students, feel like they do not have time and power. Everyone has their own

problems and no time” 

51 A large part of pressure in decision making happens in politics so I cannot help much

52 

Discussion

From farmers to lessors: de-agriculturalisation in the rural-urban

interface
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A wide range of responses: from contestations to accommodation 
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The controversial role, value and future of agriculture
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Conclusion
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