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NEWS

‘End links with 
Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem’
A petition started by WUR staff calls on the 
Executive Board to end research and education 
links with the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
(HUJI) and other Israeli universities and institu-
tions ‘involved in the illegal settlement of Pales-
tinian territory and the violation of international 
law’. 

‘We are concerned that by collaborating with 
these institutes, WUR is undermining its own 
high ethical standards,’ says co-initiator Joost 
Jongerden, an associate professor of Rural 
Sociology. He says the petition now has almost 
170 signatories. ‘It has been signed by people in 
various science groups, from secretaries to pro-
fessors. In other words, there is broad support.’ 
The petition, which can be found in various 
groups on the intranet, follows the recent state-
ment by the Executive Board on WUR and the 
dialogue concerning Israel and Hamas. Among 
other things, the Executive Board says WUR 

should not be taking 
an explicit position 
on geopolitical con-
flicts that have little 
to do with research 
or higher education. 
That WUR did this 
nonetheless in the 

Ukraine conflict was mainly because of the 
explicit and urgent call to do so from the minis-
ter of Education, says the Executive Board. 

in the Occupied Territories
The statement prompted criticism. For exam-
ple, Mark Vicol (assistant professor of Agrarian 
Sociology) explained in detail on the intranet 
why this conflict is relevant to research and 
education. The petition, which Vicol also 
helped set up, also deals with this question. 
It refers for example to WUR’s exchange pro-
gramme with HUJI; much of HUJI’s campus is 
built on occupied territory. me

‘We are 
concerned WUR 
is undermining its 
own high ethical 
standards’

Exo-biologist Wieger Wamelink 
has been researching the pos-
sibilities for agriculture on Mars 
for a decade. Now he has a 
graphic novel on the topic.

The book ExoGARDENS, which 
he created in partnership with 
the artist Anna Vershinina, is the 
result of the BAD Award the two 
won last year. BAD, which stands 
for Bio Art and Design, aims to 
bridge the gap between art and 
the biosciences.  
Vershinina is a scientist as well 
as an artist; she is studying for a 
PhD in Regenerative Architecture 
and BioDesign at Leuven. The 
two developed ExoGARDEN, 
a modular system for vertical 
agriculture. This consisted of an 
installation of stacked 3D-printed 
flowerpots for growing vegeta-
bles in. 
The plan got them one of the 
three available prizes of 25,000 
euros. That money was used to 
build the installation, which has 
been on view since the end of 
last year in the MU Hybrid Art 
House in the Strijp S district of 

Eindhoven. But their collabora-
tion didn’t end there. ‘We soon 
had the idea of creating a graph-
ic novel as well,’ says Wamelink. 

Dystopian world
Wamelink is a fan of graphic 
novels and collects them. ‘I have 
several thousand. I knew Anna 
did art in this style. So we came 
up with a scenario about a dys-
topian world in the near future in 
which our design is used to grow 
food.’ Wamelink himself features 
in the story.
An interesting aspect of the book 
is that AI was used to create the 
drawings. Images from the book 
are projected on the wall behind 
the installation in MU Art House. 
Until now, the book was only on 
sale at the Art House. But the 
exhibition is ending soon, so 
Wamelink has decided to sell the 
book through his website and 
to publicize its existence. ‘It has 
been out for a while, but no one 
knew about it.’ rk

Graphic novel on 
space gardens

Settlement on Antarctica, an illustration from ExoGARDENS, made using AI.


