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1 Introduction 

Most of EURCAW-tƛƎǎΩ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎƪ ƻǳǊ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ 

information. Most of it is still in English. During the Roadshows we are not asking inspectors to come and find 

us, but instead EURCAW-Pigs will come to find them, and address them in their own language.  

 

In 2023, we have organised 3 Roadshow meetings: in Denmark, Germany and The Netherlands. The delegates 

were 10 or more MS officials (inspectors, policy workers, CAs) of the country where the Roadshow is 

organised. The topics were proposed by the MS, to allow targeted support. They were as much as possible 

linked to local themes and priorities. The meetings lasted at least one full day, from lunchtime to lunchtime 

to allow travel before and after the meeting. The programmes included:  

¶ introduction and update of EURCAW-Pigs activities. 

¶ presentations on the latest scientific knowledge related to the topics chosen by the delegates. 

¶ interactive discussions (sub groups if appropriate) on chosen topics. 

¶ suggestions for future activities or topics for the EURCAW Work Programme. 

 

Where possible, a field visit was added to the programme in collaboration with local experts. 

 

For the long term (beyond this Work Programme) the aim of the Roadshows is to visit all MS, based on risk 

prioritisation. The Roadshows will support local knowledge development and capacity building, and are 

envisaged to be highly useful for other EURCAW activities, e.g. the search for inspiring examples, finding 

members of the Community of Practice, obtaining video footage, identifying speakers for podcasts, and 

ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŜǎ ŦƻǊ ΨLƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΩΦ 

 

This report is mainly aimed at presenting the feedback and suggestions from Dutch, German and Danish 

inspectors on how EURCAW-Pigs can better support their work, and on how Roadshows can be used to 

inform inspectors in other countries. 

2 Roadshow descriptions 

2.1 German Roadshow 

Topics & Meeting programme 

The German Roadshow was held on 6+7 June 2023 in Celle, Germany. The topics that were proposed by the 

German Competent Authorities were: 

¶ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇƛƎ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎΚ 

¶ What are economical and environmentally friendly husbandry systems for pigs? 

¶ How safe are different types of enrichment materials in terms of biosecurity? 

¶ How can animal health risks be minimised in group housing systems? 

¶ How to enhance knowledge transfer about prevention of tail biting and tail docking? 

¶ How can we improve dialogue with farmers? 
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¶ How can we support farmers in early detection of diseases and timely emergency killing?  

 

The meeting started with a lunch on the first day and ended at lunch time on the second day. 

 

Day 1 

¶ Presentation of the EU Reference Center for Animal Welfare in Pig Farming (EURCAW-Pigs) 

In small groups: 

¶ How helpful are the publications of EURCAW-Pigs? 

¶ What other information would you like to see from EURCAW-Pigs? 

 

¶ Alternative housing systems for sows. 

In small groups: 

¶ How can EURCAW-Pigs support the 

exchange between official veterinarians? 

¶ Which information media and formats 

are most suitable for you? 

 

Day 2 

±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά.ŜŎƪƭƛƴƎŜƴ IƻƘƭǎέ ǇƛƎ ŦŀǊƳ  

 

Wrap-up and feedback 

Delegates 

The Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (Referat 321 on Animal Welfare) was asked to provide the mail 

addresses of all 16 federal Ministries of Agriculture. These 16 ministries were contacted by the German 

EURCAW-Pigs team and asked to name one person as representative to attend the Road Show meeting in 

Celle.  

Ten inspectors attended the meeting, most of them Official veterinary inspectors. Two held a position at the 

Pig Health Service. No participants from Hamburg, Bremen, Berlin, Northern Westfalia and Saarland were 

present. However, except from Northern Westfalia these are the federal States that have only a very small 

pig population. 
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2.2 Danish Roadshow 

Topics & Meeting programme 

The Danish Roadshow was held on 6 + 7 June 2023 in Haraldskær Vejle, Denmark. The topics of the meeting 

were discussed with the delegates in advance. The meeting started at lunch time of the first day and ended 

after lunch on the second day. 

 

Day 1 

¶ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 9¦w/!² ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ω¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƻƴ 

ŦŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩΦ Followed by discussion of the report. 

Walk & talk: 

¶ What are my experiences with EURCAW material?  

¶ How can EURCAW contribute to my work as an inspector in the future?  

 

¶ Presentation: 'What is the pig for an animal?' 

¶ Presentation by Organic sow keeper Niels Thing, about experiences with caring for pigs in conventional 

and organic farming.  

¶ Followed by discussions on pig welfare and behavioural needs. 

 

Day 2  

¶ The use of EURCAW Pigs videos. Followed by 

participants divided into 4 groups discuss how we 

best use videos in EURCAW Pigs. 

¶ EURCAW Pigs Factsheets: participants have 

selected 7 fact-sheets from EURCAW's website. The 

7 fact sheets are discussed in groups and discussed 

in plenary. 

¶ Introduction to the idea of a Community of 

Practice.  

 

Wrap up and conclusions 

 

Delegates 

A preparation group was made between the AU EURCAW-Pigs Team and the Danish Veterinary and Food 

Administration. It was agreed that the three regional offices responsible for pig welfare inspections and the 

central office should send participants to the Roadshow. Further, two special units were invited. In total 

three persons  from the central office and ten inspectors participated together with five AU EURCAW-Pig 

Team people. All three regional offices and the two special units participated in the Roadshow. 
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2.3 Dutch Roadshow 

Topics & Meeting programme 

The meeting was organised together with a representative from the Dutch Competent Authorities NVWA. 

The NVWA asked to focus the programme on the issue that Dutch inspectors are currently most confronted 

with: the ban on routine tail docking. In addition, the delegates were asked to have a look at the output of 

EURCAW pigs and comment on it.   

 

The meeting was held on 28 + 29 June 2023 in Wageningen. It started at 10:00 of the first day and ended 

after lunch on the second day. 

 

Day 1 

¶ Welcome and introduction EURCAW-Pigs. 

¶ Presentation of current and future 

developments at NVWA. 

¶ Presentation on Dutch Animal Welfare 

policies. 

¶ Followed by discussions with the delegates.  

¶ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻǇƛŎΥ ΨwƻǳǘƛƴŜ 

ǘŀƛƭ ŘƻŎƪƛƴƎΩ. 

¶ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ǳǘŎƘ ΨwƻŀŘƳŀǇǎΩ ǘƻ ƭƻƴƎ 

tails. 

¶ Guest speaker: Experiences of a Dutch pig 

farmer. 

¶ What issues do inspectors encounter? 

 

Sharing knowledge: 

¶ Presentation on Risk factors of tail biting. 

In small groups:  

¶ Discuss risk factors for tail biting and how to address them during inspections. Plenary feed-back round. 

 

LƴǘŜǊƳŜȊȊƻ мΥ 9C{! ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻƴ Ψ²ŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǇƛƎǎ ƻƴ ŦŀǊƳΩ 

 

Day 2 

Intermezzo 2: What tools can EURCAW-Pigs offer? 

 

Foreign experiences on tail docking: 

¶ Presentation on how routine tail docking stopped in Finland, followed by discussion, 

¶ Presentation on the German approach, followed by discussion, 

 

Wrap-up and feedback 
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Delegates 

For the Dutch Roadshow all pig farm inspectors of the national competent authority NVWA were invited. A 

total of 19 inspectors attended, who represent the three regions (North, Middle, South). In addition 2 

members of the coordinating team attended the meeting. The level of experience varied greatly, as NVWA 

recently recruited new staff for their pig teams. Several delegates had 20+ years of experience, and there 

were also several delegates with less than 3 years of experience.   

3 Feedback & recommendations  

This report aims to present the feedback and suggestions from Dutch, German and Danish inspectors on how 

EURCAW-Pigs can better support their work, and on how Roadshows can be used to inform inspectors in 

other countries. The various remarks made during the meetings have been anonymised and grouped 

according to topic.   

3.1 Website 

Delegates of all three Roadshows expressed surprise at what is available. Many had not heard of EURCAW 

ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ΨǿƘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ L ƘŀǾŜƴϥǘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ 

ƛǘϥǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩΚ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŀǘ ŀ .¢{C ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻƴƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ 

teams colleagues if they use the material τ and they didn't as they didn't know it was there. In general the 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜΥ άDƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƛƴŦƻ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ά/ŀƴ 

ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǊƪέΦ  

 

There ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΥ άLŦ ƛǘϥǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ 

you're looking for or is it a place to find many different interesting resources. If it's the first, it makes sense 

to just have a search box, but ƛŦ ƛǘϥǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΣ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǎƘƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘέ ŀƴŘ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴ 
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overview of what is available... it can be difficult. The search box is only a help for what you know you want 

ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘέΦ  

 

This is followed by suggestions for improvemŜƴǘΥ ά¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƳƻǊŜ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ 

ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƭƛƴƪǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΚέΦ !ƭǎƻΥ άIŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ϥCŀŎǘǎƘŜŜǘǎϥ ŀƴŘ ϥ{ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ƻǳǘǇǳǘϥ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ 

research-ƭƛƪŜΦΦΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΚέΦ  

 

What is also clear is ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƛƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΥ ά9C{! ŀƭǎƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜǎ 

ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΦΦΦ ŀǎ ŘƻŜǎ .¢{CέΣ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōέΦ  

 

Another suggestion was that it would be really useful to have more footage that show pig behaviour in 

relation to pig husbandry. There the EURCAW website could make the difference! 

3.2 Printable materials 

In one of the Roadshows it was said that the documentation EURCAW presents is a good balance between 

in-depth reviews and fact-sheets. However, the fact-sheets are currently too general to use during 

inspections in Germany. It was mentioned that if these could be more specific on German legislation, they 

could be more helpful.  

The amount ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΥ άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ 

ǿƘŀǘϥǎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜέΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǘŀǎƪ ƛƴ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǳǘϦ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƛƳŜ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ - the material must 

balance between being in-ŘŜǇǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜέΦ  

Thematic Factsheets 

The thematic factsheets were not always considered very helpful. It was suggested that there are different 

levels of knowledge on the farms and in the veterinary offices, so the Thematic Factsheets are rather 

something for new colleagues to familiarise themselves with, for experienced colleagues they are rather 

unhelpful, as in some cases own factsheets are also produced. Some considered that there is already enough 

material available on the internet, so the compilation in thematic factsheets is not much help. Finally, they 

are not really useful on the farm, as they are not practicable. 

 

Positive replies were that the pictures/videos are very good, and so is the linking via the QR codes. Some 

participants also wished to have it published in other languages, especially Eastern European languages. In 

addition, a simple language with few technical terms was considered helpful and also a link to the relevant 

reviews, rather than a link to reviews in the indicator factsheets. Finally, a tree diagram would be a good 

solution to know what a veterinarian has to do, and when. 

 

Before the factsheets can be used in the MS, the quality management of the national veterinary offices would 

first have to agree. It was suggested that national law would also have to be included, as without national 

law, the thematic factsheets are not helpful. During one of the Roadshows it was discussed that EURCAW 

could become an important authority in court proceedings, in which the assessment of EURCAW could be 

used as an anticipated expert opinion. 
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Indicator Factsheets 

Are they useful? 

The general opinion was that factsheets were nice to have, for a quick update (for both new and experienced 

inspectors). However, they are not detailed enough on their own to be directly useful for inspection 

purposes. The theoretical content is known, the presentation is often too naive and too simple. The main 

issue -also regarding the level of detail- seems to be the link with the legal situation in each of the MS. The 

factsheets are based on EU legislation, and the recommendations may therefore not always be suitable and 

sometimes even in disagreement with the national legislation.  What remains is that they are useful as 

discussion documents with farmers, or between inspectors.   

If used on farms for discussion and clarification, they could work well. Have we considered printing & 

laminating them? Regarding the lay-ƻǳǘΥ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŦǳƭΧΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƻƻ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŦǳƭΚ 

 

Regarding legal issues 

As suggested above: the link with legislation 

seems to be the main thing that the delegates are 

concerned about. Although its agreed that 

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ƴǳǎǘ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ 9¦ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

agreed that this reduces the practical usefulness 

ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ a{ǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ 

jusǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƛǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎέΦ 

Advice to EURCAW would be that the 

ΨǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

legislation too, as it would not be appropriate to 

recommend something that is not part of the 

legislation. If that is not possible, perhaps these 

ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ΨōŜǎǘ 

ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΩΦ  CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 

always up to date, perhaps links can be included.  

 

QR codes 

The QR codes that lead to e.g. video clips are appreciated. In addition, QR codes could be linked to the reviews 

and other background info. Perhaps footage on different sample sizes and behavioural observation could be 

included. Another suggestion for improvement is that you cannot scan a QR code when you are looking at a 

fact sheet on your phone. Can a link be placed underneath the QR? 

 

Inspection methods 

The way in which these are phrased sounds a bit strange sometimes. In general: perhaps a standard approach 

regarding inspections to be used across MS could be described somewhere? What is also asked for is an 

advice on the likely explanation for non-compliances: whether the farmer/transporter is at fault, or whether 

it just happens (e.g. by accident). 
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Scoring methods 

Several delegates suggested that more detail would be useful. E.g. άǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

assessment, the time of year, whether the animals were 

ŘƻŎƪŜŘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ŎƘŜŎƪέΦ Lƴ 

particular for lameness: how many pens should be 

entered, can you see lameness from the corridor? Useful 

background information for discussion with the farmer 

would then be if e.g. it is a hoof problem, is it the back, or 

is it joint inflammation?  

9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ΨōƻǊŘŜǊƭƛƴŜΩ ǎŎƻǊŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŜΦƎΦ ǾƛŘŜƻΩǎ with 

examples, that you can discuss from. It is understood that 

EURCAW cannot interpret the legislation and indicate 

what is compliant and what not, but for borderline issues 

it would be good to have information on how to investigate it further so the inspector can make a balanced 

judgement.    

 

How to move forward? 

It was recommended by several delegates that inspectors can help to make the indicator factsheets more 

useful. There should be a practical follow-up group with people working with it in practice, who can provide 

input for fact sheets (and other). It was suggested that this will cost time & effort and therefore there should 

be payment allocated for the work.  

3.3 Questions to EURCAW (Q2Es) 

The Q2E's raised a lot of interest. Most delegates did not know about this possibility, and were interested to 

hear more. Several delegates wanted to know about aspects of language and MS specific details: 

¶ Translations of the Q2Es would be helpful (currently EURCAW only publishes them in English). 

¶ National deviations should be included or marked/highlighted. 

¶ Delegates would like to ask questions in their own language. 

¶ They would like country-specific questions regarding legislation to be allowed. 

 

In one of the Roadshow discussions it was suggested that the answers can provide a strong argument in 

court, even if they do not interpret the legislation. The delegates want EURCAW to check to what extent the 

answers are legally binding. 

3.4 Community of Practice (CoP)  

The CoP was presented as a cross-country discussion forum for inspectors. EURCAW Pigs will support the 

discussions by providing referencing material or providing input on content. CoP is currently a pilot project 

that inspectors of pig welfare in the EU can sign up for. The response was very positive. 
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Benefits 

Delegates said it would be nice to spar with other countries about how they deal with open standards and 

get new ideas out of them. It would 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ άǉǳƛŎƪ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƻǿ-

threshold, i.e. the usual official channels 

Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘέΦ ¢hey like the 

ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻt ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǘƛŎ άLǘ 

could be a nice way to network and share 

ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭέΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άDƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎƪ 

about rumours about how other countries 

do things. For example, you can also ask 

what pigs from Denmark look like after a 

24-ƘƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘέΦ hǘƘŜǊǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

exchange information about official 

ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎέ ŀƴŘ άƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŎŀǎŜǎέΦ  aƻǊŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΥ   άslaughter findings from other EU 

ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎέΣ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƭƻƴƎ-distance transports/third-ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ a{έ 

ŀƴŘ άǘƻ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘŀƛƭ ŘƻŎƪƛƴƎέΦ 

 

Technical issues  

Three technical suggestions were offered: 

¶ It would also be good to be notified when new messages are written in a group (push messages). 

¶ The application should be smartphone compatible, preferably an app. 

¶ have a chat room face-to-face would also be good.  

¶ Perhaps only one week at a time for the exchange on a topic should be given, so that one does not have 

to wait too long for answers. 

 

Formalities 

There are some legal issues to be resolved. Delegates note that before they can join, access has to be allowed 

e.g. by their head of the department (dŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴύΦ {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƴƻƴȅƳƛǘȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ 

ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘέΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΧΦ 5ƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉƻǎǘ ƛƴ ŀ /ƻtΚ 

3.5 Podcasts  

EURCAW-Pigs wants to start with Podcasts, as inspectors spent a lot of time in the car.  

 

Podcasts should be accessible via the usual providers (Audible, Spotify, etc.). It was suggested they should be  
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dialogue-based ς the good story ς the good example. Don't let them be too short ς at least half an hour (so 

you don't have to spend time looking for a new one all the time).  

 

Among the suggested topics were:  

¶ Interviews with farm building companies.  

¶ Individual animal welfare topics could be heard briefly and briefly before an inspection, or advantages 

and disadvantages of certain farms could be pointed out in those podcasts.  

¶ Perhaps a small animal welfare news programme (so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ.ǊǳǎǎŜƭǎ bŜǿǎΩύ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜΦƎΦ ƴŜǿ 

judgements of the European Court of Justice are mentioned and explained or other questions to the 

Commission or decisions on animal welfare law are taken up. Such a programme could be made monthly 

or weekly. 

¶ Factsheets could be made into podcasts (perhaps made as a case). 

¶ Inspiring examples could be displayed, e.g. inviting farmers to share good experiences and examples.  

 

Delegates were positive about making the inspector@work stories into podcasts. 

 

LŘŜŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŘŎŀǎǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎΧΦ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΗ 

 

Last but not least: not just podcasts, also webinars and tutorials can be used to reach out to inspectors in 

participating countries.  

3.6 EURCAW videos  

EURCAW produced 5 training videos.  

 

Suggestions form the delegates regarding future productions included not to be too general ς but to give 

concrete examples. It would also be good to see examples from several different countries ς for inspiration. 

However, be careful not to inspire something that is not legal in the MS that you make the video for.   

 

It was ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǘƛǘƭŜŘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻΩǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ ƴƻǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

were only available in Danish. The speed should be able to be reduced so that everyone can read the text. 

This is possible on Youtube. For some, a voice-over is probably preferable so that everyone can understand 

and, for example, hear while driving.  

3.7 The Roadshow: what went well ς what can be done better? 

To prepare EURCAW for future Roadshows we asked what the delegates liked best, and also what 

improvements they would suggest to the programme. In general, the inspectors were pleased to be 

introduced to EURCAW. It was a pleasant meeting and gave good insight into what EURCAW Pigs is doing. 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ wƻŀŘǎƘƻǿ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ-opener. Perhaps it would be good to have a follow-up, and go into more 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭέΦ  

 



EURCAW-Pigs 
Roadshows 2023 

Deliverable 1.4 

13 

9¦w/!² ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΦ !ƴŘ ŀƭǎƻΣ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘΥ άǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ 

ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎέΦ  

Preparation 

As for the preparation phase, the organisation seems to have gone well. One of the groups suggested to split 

the Roadshow activity into two elements: 1) a Team meeting "at home", followed by 2) a meeting with 

EURCAW members. This would allow the inspectors to prepare better because people they then are more 

aware of what EURCAW is about. It was also suggested that for some of the technical presentations it would 

have been good to have the slides in advance, on paper.  

International dimension 

¢ƘŜ ΨƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴΩ ǿŀǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ wƻŀŘǎƘƻǿǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ a{ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ hƴŜ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ά¢ƻƻ ōŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

we are not mixed with the other two Roadshows ς so 

ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎέΦ  

 

The opposite was observed where engagement did 

ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΥ ά¦ǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ 

from foreign inspectors and policy workers about their 

regulations and how they implement them, and they 

would like to hŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΥ ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 

are the people who really deal with the advantages 

and disadvantages [of their legislation] on a daily 

ōŀǎƛǎέΦ 

 

Suggestions: 

¶ Practical examples of various pen enrichment in other countries that lead the way and resemble our 

husbandry systems. In general: more practical examples of farming systems from other countries for the 

use of tips for livestock farmers. 

¶ Info on the different working methods abroad, as well as the state of affairs 

¶ It was good to get a picture of other EU countries, but perhaps other countries can be approached too 

and info summarized for a clearer overview.  

¶ To better understand the English language presentations, it would be good to have the PPT in advance 

for subtitling or just to study them.  

¶ Sparring with other countries about how they deal with open norms, and get new ideas from them. 

¶ Bridging the gap between different countries... perhaps specifically with videos from other people's 

inspection experiences.  

¶ Share information from member states regarding introduced regulations, administrative 

requirements/formats. 
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Practical experience  

The visit to the farm in one of the Roadshows, and the interviews of farmers in the other two Roadshows 

were very much appreciated. Delegates thought that to hear about the farmer's experience was very 

interesting, and consider that meeting a farmer in person is better than via video connection.  

 

Suggestions that were noted: 

¶ Give more space in the programme for experiences of farmers themselves.  

¶ Invite more than one farmer to join the conversation. Present farms where you can show that long tails 

are possible. By seeing and learning from this, inspectors can then inform other farmers about how to 

make a change.  

¶ It would be good to have more examples of best practices.  

¶ Can we create contrasts for discussion: conventional pig farmer with docked tails vs. farmer with long 

tails. This could either be in person, or by collecting info through questionnaires and then present it.  

¶ .Ŝ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǾƛǘŜΥ άƪŜŜǇ ƛn mind that you probably see a lot of companies that are doing well to 

implement improvements, that are willing and motivated and also like to talk about it. We see an average 

of all companies, which really gives a different picture and is our reality, whiŎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘέΦ 

 

In general, the inspectors liked to hear practical things 

about what a pig is, how it behaves and how it should be 

cared for. They appreciate presentations that are 

focused on practical issues, on farms in their own 

country. Details about the height of drinkers in relation 

to pig behaviour, ventilation rates and other climate 

issues, as well as other equipment and barn related 

observations are very useful in their work. Also: it is then 

ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƛŘŜŀƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ōut how to get 

there from a less developed position is also useful to 

know. 

 

On a different note: at one of the Roadshows it was suggested to talk more about communication when 

ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΦ LǎǎǳŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΩ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōest way to have a good 

conversation? 




