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Demand for environmental performance information 

of floriculture products is rising
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jun/07/
are-pot-plants-more-eco-friendly-than-cut-flowers

https://interestingengineering.com/ikea-instructions-diy-
sustainable-indoor-garden

https://eluxemagazine.com/homestech/the-
environmental-impact-of-flowers/

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jun/07/are-pot-plants-more-eco-friendly-than-cut-flowers
https://interestingengineering.com/ikea-instructions-diy-sustainable-indoor-garden
https://eluxemagazine.com/homestech/the-environmental-impact-of-flowers/


FSI’s benchmarking standards
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About 460 labels providing environmental information



Environmental matters are high in the

political agenda
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-1480_en.pdf

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-19-1480_en.pdf


Our perspective on EU Environmental

Policy
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EU Environmental Policy

Circular 
Economy

Consumer 
Communication 
& Green claims

Green Public 
Procurement, 
EU Ecolabel

Measurement: Product Environmental 
Footprint assessments



The Single Market for Green Products Initiative

• Establishes 2 recommended methods for 
measuring environmental performance 
throughout the life cycle: 
• Product Environmental Footprint (PEF)
• Organisation Environmental Footprint 

(OEF)

• Provides principles for communicating 
the environmental performance, e.g. 
transparency, reliability, completeness, 
comparability and clarity

• Announced a pilot phase to develop 
specific rules for products and industries 
through a multi-stakeholder process

Commission Recommendation 2013/179/EU 
of 9 April 2013



Covering the product’s complete life cycle
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Resources

Extraction

Cultivation

Packaging
Distribution 
& Storage

Retail

End of 
Life

PEF is based on Life cycle 
assessment (LCA). This is a 

methodology used to 
evaluate the environmental 
impacts associated with a 

product from the extraction 
of raw materials up to its 

end of life treatment.
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Harmonizing certifications
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Harold Beek: “MPS-ABC is focusing on climate change, toxicity and water. MPS-ABC has 

no standard for LCA footprint. We notice that LCA footprinting is complex and leads to a 

lot of discussion if the right method and principles are used and or the right choices are 

made. In order to introduce an MPS LCA footprint, we need to use an accepted method. 

That is why we are happy to be involved into the co-development of HortiFootprint

methodology.”



Goals of PEFCRs

▪ Focus on most important 
parameters

▪ Comparability between 
environmental impacts of 
similar products

▪ Consistent communication 
and verification

▪ Identify trade-offs

● Air transport vs. heated
greenhouses

According to European 
Commission standards



What are the hotspots for beer?
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Important life cycle 
stages:
- Cultivation of 

grain for malting
- Packaging
- Other



Create bigger impact with the same effort
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https://www.pre-sustainability.com/customer-cases/online-tool-for-ghg-emissions-in-dairy-sector/

Input Output

https://www.pre-sustainability.com/customer-cases/online-tool-for-ghg-emissions-in-dairy-sector/


PEF use in EU policy: Timeline

Transition phase 
(current)

Policy 
proposal

Pilot 
finalised

Analyse 
results

Policy in 
place

2013 - 2018 2019-2021 current & future

• Product Environmental Footprint (PEF) information is likely to be used as 

an instrument to determine the GPP criteria, ecolabel, ecodesign and possibly

others

• Product Environmental Footprint Category Rules (PEFCRs) determine

how calculations are done. They have been developed in 2014 – 2018 and will

be developed in 2019 - 2021


