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Abstract

Modelling rainfall extremes and dry periods over the Southeast Asia (SEA)

region is challenging due to the characteristics of the region, which consists of

the Maritime Continent and a mountainous region; it also experiences mon-

soonal conditions, as it is located between the Asian summer monsoon and the

Australian summer monsoon. Representing rainfall extremes is important for

flood and drought assessments in the region. This paper evaluates extreme

rainfall climatic indices from regional climate models from CORDEX

Southeast Asia and compares them with the results of high-resolution global

climate models with a comparable spatial resolution from the HighResMIP

experiment. Observations indicate a high intensity of rainfall over areas

affected by tropical cyclones and long consecutive dry day periods over some

areas in Indochina and the southern end of Indonesia. In the model simula-

tions, we find that both coupled and sea surface temperature-forced

Received: 17 February 2022 Revised: 10 October 2022 Accepted: 9 November 2022

DOI: 10.1002/joc.7938

This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial License, which permits use, distribution and reproduction in any

medium, provided the original work is properly cited and is not used for commercial purposes.

© 2022 The Authors. International Journal of Climatology published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd on behalf of Royal Meteorological Society.

Int J Climatol. 2022;1–21. wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/joc 1

 10970088, 0, D
ow

nloaded from
 https://rm

ets.onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/doi/10.1002/joc.7938 by C
ochrane N

etherlands, W
iley O

nline L
ibrary on [02/02/2023]. See the T

erm
s and C

onditions (https://onlinelibrary.w
iley.com

/term
s-and-conditions) on W

iley O
nline L

ibrary for rules of use; O
A

 articles are governed by the applicable C
reative C

om
m

ons L
icense

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3617-1277
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4532-854X
mailto:mugni.hariadi@knmi.nl
mailto:mugni.hariadi@bmkg.go.id
mailto:mugni.hariadi@bmkg.go.id
mailto:mugnihadi@gmail.com
mailto:mugnihadi@gmail.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/joc


HighResMIP model experiments are more similar to the observations than

CORDEX model results. However, the models produce a poorer simulation of

precipitation intensity-related indices due to model biases in the rainfall inten-

sity. This bias is higher in CORDEX than in HighResMIP and is evident in both

the low- and high-resolution HighResMIP model versions. The comparable perfor-

mances of HighResSST (atmosphere-only runs) and Hist-1950 (coupled ocean–
atmosphere runs) demonstrate the accuracy of the ocean model. Comparable

performances were also found for the two different resolutions of HighResMIP,

suggesting that there is no improvement in the performance of the high-resolution

HighResMIP model compared to the low-resolution HighResMIP model.

KEYWORD S

CDD, climate index, CORDEX, CWD, extreme precipitation, GCM, HighResMIP, Indonesia,
R10mm, R195pTOT, R20mm, RCM, Rx1day, Rx5day, SDII, Southeast Asia

1 | INTRODUCTION

Precipitation plays a crucial role in flooding, droughts,
and the water supply used for consumption and sanita-
tion (e.g., see Lavers et al., 2021). Kim et al. (2019) stated
that changes in precipitation could have a more direct
negative impact on civilisation than most other meteoro-
logical factors. As many socioeconomic losses are linked to
extreme precipitation events (WMO, 2021), understanding
the magnitude and frequency of precipitation, for both the
present and future climate, is of immense importance to
society. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) Working Group I indicated that extreme precipita-
tion is projected to intensify in the future under a warming
climate (IPCC, 2021). Recent studies have indicated that
anthropogenic forcing has increased the drought risk over
Southeast Asia (SEA; see the formal definition in section 2)
by reducing precipitation and enhancing evapotranspira-
tion (Zhang et al., 2021).

The SEA region is exposed to several types of
precipitation-related hazards. Around 24 and 62% of the
population live in areas that are exposed to flooding and
droughts, respectively (ESCAP, UN, 2020). During the
monsoon season, extreme precipitation often causes a
series of floods and landslide events, like the large-scale
flooding of early 2021 in Jakarta during the peak of the
monsoon season; 1,300 people were evacuated (Davies,
2021). Similarly, the high-precipitation amounts associ-
ated with the cyclones in Vietnam during October 2020
caused severe floods. This was a one-in-80-year event
(Luu et al., 2021). Worldwide, US$115 billion in eco-
nomic losses were caused by floods from 1970 to 2019,
and the second-most expensive event occurred in
Thailand in 2011 (US$45.46 billion) (WMO, 2021). Con-
trasting with the excessive precipitation events are the

periods with extremely low levels of precipitation; during
the 2018 El Nino event, the Indonesian government
declared an emergency drought alert status for seven
provinces (IFRC, 2019).

In SEA, heavy precipitation events occur mostly in
the monsoon season. The monsoon season in SEA is a
transition from the Asian summer monsoon to the
Australian summer monsoon (Wang, 2006); it follows the
movement of the Intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ).
Both the monsoon season and the dry season are affected
by the conditions of the El Niño–Southern Oscillation
(ENSO) (Aldrian and Susanto, 2003). In addition, some
areas in SEA experience extreme precipitation due to
tropical cyclone events. For example, high-category tropi-
cal cyclones in the Bay of Bengal usually occur around
April and May and lead to extreme precipitation in
Myanmar (Li et al., 2013), and tropical cyclones in the
South China Sea bring extreme precipitation to the
Philippines and Vietnam (Nguyen-Thi et al., 2012;
Corporal-Lodangco and Leslie, 2017).

Agriculture is a sector that is heavily affected by cli-
matic extremes. A sustainable and secure food supply
strongly depends on natural resources. The IPCC climatic
scenarios demonstrate an increasing trend in the fre-
quency of extreme climatic events (IPCC, 2021). The
increasing frequency and intensity of extreme weather
due to climate change will have a devastating effect on
food security (FAO, 2021). Some of the impacts of
precipitation-related climatic extremes on sectors like
agriculture are captured in specific climate indices
(Moura Cardoso do Vale et al., 2020). Over the last
decade, the joint World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) Commission for Climatology and World Climate
Research Programme (WCRP) Expert Team on Climate
Change Detection and Indices (ETCCDI) has put forward
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a set of climate indices that provide a comprehensive
overview of precipitation and temperature information,
with a focus on extremes (Karl et al., 1999; Klein Tank
et al., 2009). A selection of these indices will be used in
this study.

A decrease in the abundance of rainy days in Jakarta
over the period from 1866 to 2010 has been observed
(Siswanto et al., 2016). However, the frequency of daily
rainfall exceeding 50 and 100 mm has significantly
increased, and so has the daily intensity of extreme rainfall
(Siswanto et al., 2016). In addition, Tangang et al. (2018)
studied multimodel simulations of the Southeast Asia
Regional Climate Downscaling/Coordinated Regional Cli-
mate Downscaling Experiment (SEACLID/CORDEX-SEA)
(http://www.ukm.edu.my/seaclid-cordex). They found that
under a 2�C global warming scenario in the near future,
northern Myanmar will experience more change and more
climate change impacts than other areas in SEA. This is
shown by the increase in the number of annual consecutive
dry days (CDD), the number of days for which the rainfall
is at least 50 mm (R50mm), and the maximum daily rain-
fall (RX1day) over the area. Meanwhile, drier conditions
will be found over Indonesia and higher extreme rainfall
will be found over most of Indochina (Tangang et al., 2018).

By utilizing the same regional climate model (RCM)
output as Tangang et al. (2018) and Supari et al. (2020)
showed that under extreme (RCP8.5) and medium
(RCP4.5) climate change scenarios, the annual total rain-
fall will decrease by 30 and 20%, respectively, for most
areas in SEA by the end of the 21st century. Additionally,
there are, respectively, 60 and 30% increases in the CDD
values. Moreover, Amnuaylojaroen and Chanvichit
(2019) found that in the near future, the projected
decrease of daily precipitation amounts and the projected
increase in temperature will create favourable conditions
for droughts. However, according to a crop water need
analysis, the SEA area will remain water-rich for agricul-
tural purposes and the region will remain suitable for
agriculture (Amnuaylojaroen and Chanvichit, 2019). Fur-
thermore, Amnuaylojaroen (2021) found that the
increase in the simple precipitation intensity index (SDII)
will be followed by a decline in the number of annual
consecutive dry days (CWD) over Thailand for the period
from 2020 to 2029 compared to the period from 1990
to 1999.

The ability of the climate models to simulate precipi-
tation systems often depends on their grid spacing and
parameterization of physical processes such as deep con-
vection (Rauscher et al., 2010). SEA has unique physio-
geographical characteristics that make it challenging to
assess the future climate impact using coarsely spaced
models (Ul Hasson et al., 2016). It is important to be con-
fident that models can realistically represent extreme

precipitation over the historical period before using them
for climate change impact assessments.

In this study, we evaluate how well models can simu-
late extreme rainfall-related climate indices. More pre-
cisely, we investigate whether the latest model
experiment of the High-Resolution Model Intercompari-
son Project (HighResMIP) outperforms the downscaled
results of the previous model experiment, Coupled Model
Intercomparison Project Phase 5 (CMIP5). Hariadi et al.
(2021) found that the HighResMIP models better repre-
sent the monsoon onset and cumulative rainfall com-
pared to the CORDEX models for SEA. While this
previous study focused on the onset and characteristics of
the rainy season (Hariadi et al., 2021), the current study
compares these two sets of experiments with observations
of extreme precipitation.

A list and descriptions of the rainfall-related climate
indices used in this study are given in section 2, along
with a description of the study area and the statistical
methods used to assess the models' performance. In sec-
tion 3, we present the observed spatial distributions of
the climate indices in SEA. Furthermore, we present the
performances of the models in terms of how well they
simulate the climate indices. Section 4 discusses the simi-
larities of the three gridded observational datasets that
are used to determine the climate indices. We also dis-
cuss the performance of the models for a number of cli-
mate indices. In the last section, we draw conclusions
from our findings.

2 | MATERIALS AND METHODS

2.1 | Description of the study area

The Southeast Asia (SEA) region is located from
12.5�S–24.5�N and 92.5�–142.5�E. This region contains
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Myanmar,
Malaysia, and Indonesia. The rainfall in this region is
dominated by the monsoon season (Hamada et al., 2002;
Aldrian and Susanto, 2003; Moron et al., 2009). The mon-
soon season starts in May for north SEA and November
for south SEA (Hariadi et al., 2021). SEA has one of the
longest monsoon seasons in the Asian region; the mon-
soon season ranges from 120 to 160 days for large parts of
SEA (Misra and DiNapoli, 2014). Based on the annual
rainfall pattern, Aldrian and Susanto (2003) divided
Indonesia into three rainfall regions: the semimonsoonal
region, monsoonal region, and antimonsoonal region.
The ITCZ crosses the equatorial region between 10�N
and 5�S twice, which means that this region has two
peaks of the monsoon season; one peak occurs during
boreal spring and one peak occurs in autumn. This

HARIADI ET AL. 3
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region is called the semimonsoonal region (Aldrian and
Susanto, 2003). Every year, the monsoonal region in
Indonesia experiences two phases of the monsoon sea-
son; the wet phase coincides with the presence of the
ITCZ and occurs from November to March, and the dry
phase occurs when a dry southeasterly wind blows from
Australia from May to September. This region is located
from 5�S to the south. On the contrary, the antimonsoo-
nal region experiences a wet phase during boreal summer
from May to September. This region is located over part
of Sulawesi, the Moluccas, and Papua (5�S–2�N and
120�–135�E). Chang et al. (2005) stated that the topogra-
phy of the Moluccas shelters the region from the north-
east monsoon winds during boreal winter. On the contrary,
during boreal summer, the topography causes the oro-
graphic uplift of southeasterly monsoon winds. The
extreme rainfall in SEA is associated with the monsoonal
summer season. The characteristics of extreme rainfall over
SEA regions such as Indochina (You and Ting, 2021),
Thailand (Limsakul and Singhruck, 2016), and Borneo
(Supari et al., 2016) have been explored in previous studies.

In addition, some areas in SEA are also affected by
tropical cyclones, which lead to high extreme precipita-
tion. Myanmar is affected by tropical cyclones originating
in the Bay of Bengal. Tropical cyclones occur in this
region with a high frequency in October and November.
Stronger tropical cyclones (category 4 or above) tend to
occur in April and May (Li et al., 2013). Meanwhile, in
Vietnam, tropical cyclones occur from July to November.
The maximum rainfall contribution from the tropical
cyclones to the total rainfall occurs from July to
September for northern Vietnam, while for central
Vietnam, this occurs in October and November (Nguyen-
Thi et al., 2012). In the Philippines, tropical cyclones
occur in two periods. The first period is from January to
May, but in the second period (June–December), the fre-
quency of these events is more pronounced (Corporal-
Lodangco and Leslie, 2017).

Furthermore, Räsänen et al. (2016) found that over
Indochina, most of the extreme events (wet and dry)
occur during ENSO events, especially during the period
from March to May. Meanwhile, Supari et al. (2018)
found that over Indonesia, the ENSO impact is prominent
from June to August and September to November.
Extreme events are also magnified by the equatorial wave
(Ferrett et al., 2020; Lubis and Respati, 2021) and
Madden–Julian oscillation (MJO) conditions (Muhammad
et al., 2021). Lubis and Respati (2021) found that the prob-
ability of extreme rainfall events over Java increases by up
to 60% during the active phases of Kelvin waves. Another
study by Muhammad et al. (2021) showed that the active
phase of the MJO increases the probability of extreme pre-
cipitation events over the eastern part of Indonesia by up

to 50%, and this increase is even higher (up to 70%) over
the western and central parts of Indonesia.

2.2 | Data

2.2.1 | Observations

In SEA, the development of a comprehensive dataset
based on in situ surface observations of daily precipita-
tion amounts is challenging because of the limited den-
sity of gauges and the limited long-term availability of
rainfall time series (Van den Besselaar et al., 2017; Singh
and Xiaosheng, 2019). Similar to the method of Hariadi
et al. (2021), three gridded daily observational datasets
are combined to provide the observed rainfall and an
uncertainty estimate. The first dataset is the Southeast
Asia Observation (SA-OBS) dataset. SA-OBS is a daily
high-resolution land-only observational gridded precipi-
tation and temperature dataset covering the SEA region
(Van den Besselaar et al., 2017). This dataset is based on
the observation data collected for the South Asian Cli-
mate Assessment and Dataset (SACA&D) (Van Den Bes-
selaar et al., 2015; Marjuki et al., 2016). The second
dataset is the Asian Precipitation Highly Resolved Obser-
vational Data Integration toward Evaluation of Water
Resources (APHRODITE) dataset (Yatagai et al., 2012).
This dataset is based on rain gauge observations across
Asia. The third dataset is the Climate Hazards Group
Infrared Precipitation with Stations v2.0 (CHIRPS) data-
set (Funk et al., 2015). This dataset is based on rain gauge
data collected from Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) and Global Historical Climate Network (GHCN),
together with cold cloud duration information from Cli-
mate Prediction Center (CPC) and the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) National Cli-
mate Data Center (NCDC).

2.2.2 | Model results

Our study utilizes two datasets of climate model results.
The first dataset consists of results from the Coupled
Model Intercomparison Project. This study uses the
downscaled version of the CMIP5 results from the Coor-
dinated Downscaling Experiment (CORDEX) SEA simu-
lations. Six global climate models are used. The Centre
National de Recherches Météorologiques (CNRM), Com-
monwealth Science and Industrial Research Organisa-
tion (CSIRO), European Community Earth-System
(EC-Earth), and Max Planck Institute (MPI) models were
downscaled using the RegCM4 model (Giorgi et al., 2012)
from CORDEX SEA (Ngo-Duc et al., 2017; Supari

4 HARIADI ET AL.
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et al., 2020; Tangang et al., 2020). The HadGEM model
was downscaled using the regional Weather Research
and Forecasting (WRF3.5) model (Skamarock
et al., 2008) from the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
Climate Centre (Yang, 2012). We will refer to this model
generation as CORDEX.

The second set of models comes from the High-
Resolution Model Intercomparison Project (HighRes-
MIP) (Haarsma et al., 2016). These models have a
spatial resolution comparable to that of the CORDEX
dataset and are available from the H2020-founded Pri-
mavera project (Roberts et al., 2020). This dataset con-
tains two experiments at two resolutions. The first
HighResMIP experiment is the historically forced atmo-
sphere run for the period from 1950 to 2014
(HighResSST). This experiment used the daily 0.25�

HadISST2-based dataset for the Sea Surface Temperature
(SST) and sea-ice forcing. The second HighResMIP

experiment contains coupled historic runs for the period
from 1950 to 2014 (Hist-1950). We use high-resolution
and low-resolution datasets from both experiments. The
six models that we use from HighResMIP are EC-Earth
(Haarsma et al., 2020), MPI (Müller et al., 2018), Had-
GEM (Roberts et al., 2019), CMCC (Cherchi
et al., 2019), CNRM (Voldoire et al., 2019), and ECMWF
(Roberts et al., 2018).

We used bilinear interpolation to interpolate the
model and observation datasets to a uniform grid resolu-
tion; the reference resolution is 0.25�. Due to the limita-
tions of the models that are available from CORDEX and
HighResMIP, in this study, only four models are available
for both model generations; these models are CNRM,
EC-Earth, HadGEM, and MPI. CSIRO and GFDL are
only available for CORDEX, and CMCC and ECMWF are
only available for HighResMIP. Table 1 summarizes the
resolutions of the available models.

TABLE 1 Description of the models

Model CORDEX LR HighResSST HR HighResSST LR Hist-1950 HR Hist-1950

CMCC-CM2 1� × 1�, native
atmosphere,
regular grid

1 member

25 km, native
atmosphere,
regular grid

1 member

1� × 1�, native
atmosphere,
regular grid

1 member

25 km, native
atmosphere,
regular grid

1 member

CNRM5 (CORDEX)
CNRM-CM6-1 (HighResMIP)

25 km resolution
1 member

250 km regridded
from T127l

1 member

50 km regridded
from T359l

1 member

250 km regridded
from T127l

1 member

50 km regridded
from T359l

1 member

CSIROMk36 25 km resolution
1 member

EC-Earth (CORDEX)
EC-Earth3 (HighResMIP)

25 km resolution
1 member

100 km grid T255
3 members (physics
version)

50 km grid T511
3 members
(physics version)

100 km grid T255
3 members (physics
version)

50 km grid T511
3 members
(physics
version)

ECMWF-IFS 1� × 1� regridded
from Tco199

8 members
(realization)

0.5� × 0.5�

regridded from
Tco399

4 members
(realization)

1� × 1� regridded
from Tco199

8 members
(realization)

0.5� × 0.5�

regridded from
Tco399

6 members
(realization)

GFDL 25 km resolution
1 member

HadGEM2-AO (CORDEX)
HadGEM3-GC31 (HighResMIP)

25 km resolution
1 member

250 km grid N96
5 members

50 km grid N512
3 members

250 km grid N96
8 members

50 km grid N512
2 members

MPI-ESM (CORDEX)
MPI-ESM1-2 (HighResMIP)

25 km resolution
1 member

(initialisation)
100 km spectral
T127

1 member

(initialisation)
50 km spectral
T255

1 member

(initialisation)
100 km spectral
T127

1 member

(initialisation)
50 km spectral
T255

1 member

Note: The first column shows, for each model, the horizontal resolution of the global model used in the resolution of the regional model from CORDEX, for
which it provided lateral boundaries. The second, third, fourth, and fifth columns specify the global resolution and the number of available members of the
ensemble for historically forced low-resolution (LR) atmosphere-only simulations (HighResSST) and their high-resolution (HR) equivalents, and also for

ocean–atmosphere coupled low-resolution (LR) simulations using initial conditions from 1950 (Hist-1950) and their high-resolution (HR) equivalents,
respectively.

HARIADI ET AL. 5
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2.3 | Methods

2.3.1 | Climate indices

Table 2 lists the names and definitions of the rainfall-
related climate indices computed in this study. The defi-
nitions of the climate indices have been adopted from the
ETCCDI team (Klein Tank et al., 2009). The indices were
calculated using the package developed by Schulzweida
and Quast (2015), which is part of the climate data opera-
tor (CDO) suite of routines (Schulzweida et al., 2006). In
addition to indices from ETCCDI, we also calculated the
number of periods of consecutive dry days (CDD) and
consecutive wet days (CWD) that exceed 5 days (CDD5D
and CWD5D), which are available in the package created
by Schulzweida and Quast (2015). Moron et al. (2009)
used a 5-day sequence to calculate the onset of the mon-
soon season using the agronomical definition
(Sivakumar, 1988). The climate indices were calculated
annually for the period from 1981 to 2005.

2.3.2 | Validation methods

The Taylor diagram (Taylor, 2001) and Kolmogorov–
Smirnov (K-S) statistic values are used for the validation

of the models. The Taylor diagram used the ensemble
mean of the observed climate indices. This is because this
analysis focuses on the pattern similarity between the
models and observations. The K-S statistic values
were calculated individually using the simulated climate
indices from the models and the observed climate indi-
ces from the three observational datasets (SA-OBS,
APHRODITE, and CHIRPS); then, the final K-S values
were calculated from the mean value of these individual
K-S scores. This step is intended to avoid biases among
the three observational datasets.

We used the Taylor diagram to compare the climatol-
ogy of the climate indices for the models and observa-
tions. The Taylor diagram has been frequently used to
evaluate climate models, and it is a suitable analysis tool
for this study, as it can summarize how well the modelled
and observed patterns match (Taylor, 2001) in terms of
the spatial correlation and spatial standard deviation
(SD). The Taylor diagram shows the spatial correlation
on the azimuthal axis, while the x-axis and y-axis show
the normalized SD. Both the spatial correlation and SD
are calculated over space of the climatological condition
of the indices on the model and observations. For the
normalization, we used the SD from the observations. A
normalized SD equal to one indicates the maximum simi-
larity between the models and observations.

TABLE 2 List of rainfall-related extreme climate indices computed in this study

Index ID Index name Index definition Unit

CDD Maximum dry spell length The largest number of consecutive days on which
rainfall is less than 1 mm

day

CDD5Da Number of CDDs >5 days The number of CDD periods with more than
5 days per time period

n

CWD Maximum wet spell length The largest number of consecutive days on which
rainfall is at least 1 mm

day

CDW5Da Number of CWDs >5 days The number of CWD periods with more than
5 days per time period

n

R10mm Number of heavy rainfall days The number of days on which rainfall is at least
10 mm

day

R20mm Number of very heavy rainfall days The number of days on which rainfall is at least
20 mm

day

Rx1day Maximum daily rainfall The highest 1-day precipitation amount mm

Rx5day Maximum 5-day rainfall The highest 5-day precipitation amount mm

R5day50mma Number of 5-day heavy precipitation periods The number of 5 day periods with precipitation
totals greater than 50 mm

n

R95pTOT Precipitation percentage due to R95p days The ratio of the cumulative rainfall on wet days
with RR > RR95percentile to the total rainfall

%

SDII Simple daily intensity index per time period The ratio of the annual total rainfall to the
number of wet days

mm�day−1

Note: The indices are calculated annually.
aNot derived from the ETCCDI climate indices.
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Furthermore, we applied the two-sample K-S statistic
to compare the modelled and observed indices. The K-S
test statistic shows the distance between two probability
distributions, with a low value of the test statistic indicat-
ing a high similarity between the two datasets. We
applied the K-S test to each grid cell in the study area.

3 | RESULTS

3.1 | Observed climate indices over
Southeast Asia

We estimate climatological values to investigate the spa-
tial distributions of the indices from the observations.
Figure 1 shows the spatial distribution of the CDD,
CDD5D, CWD, and CWD5D values. We find large CDD
values (greater than 50 days) over Myanmar, Thailand,
Cambodia, and southern Vietnam, where the dry season
period occurs from October to May. Meanwhile, for the
Indonesia region, large CDD values occur over East Java
and Nusa Tenggara in the southern part of the region,

which is the driest province in Indonesia. For CDD5D,
we find that the northern part of SEA experiences more
than nine of these dry events per year, which is relatively
high compared to other regions in SEA. Meanwhile, the
spatial distribution of CDD5D over Indonesia shows a sim-
ilar pattern to the spatial distribution of the CDD index.
Rainfall in the southern part of Indonesia has a strong cor-
relation with El Nino, especially during the peak of the
dry season from June to August and the onset of the rainy
season from September to November (Aldrian and
Susanto, 2003; Trouet and Van Oldenborgh, 2013). This
causes a series of dry days in the region.

Large climatological CWD values (greater than
30 days) are found over the west coast of Myanmar,
Borneo, Sumatra, and Java. Meanwhile, we found a
CWD5D value exceeding nine events per year over the
region between −5�S and 10�N (equatorial region). The
equatorial region is traversed by the ITCZ twice a year
(March and September); therefore, there are two mon-
soon seasons over this region (boreal spring and boreal
autumn), leading to high cumulative monthly precipita-
tion throughout the year (Aldrian and Susanto, 2003).

FIGURE 1 Climatological map of the observed annual maximum dry spell length (CDD), annual number of CDDs >5 days (CDD5D),

annual maximum wet spell length (CWD), and annual number of CWDs >5 days (CWD5D). The indices represent the mean values of

indices obtained from observational datasets (SA-OBS, APHRODITE, and CHIRPS) for the period from 1981 to 2005 [Colour figure can be

viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]
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As shown in Figure 2, heavy (≥10 mm) and very
heavy (≥20 mm) daily precipitation are more frequent
(R10mm > 100 days and R20mm > 30 days) over the
eastern part of the Philippines and Malaysia. Meanwhile,
for the Indonesia region, these events occurred more
often over the northern part of Borneo, West and Central
Java, and the central part of Papua.

Similar spatial patterns are found for the maximum
daily precipitation (Rx1day), maximum 5-day precipita-
tion (Rx5day), and number of 5-day heavy precipitation
periods (R5day50mm) (Figure 3). High Rx1day
(>80 mm), Rx5day (>200 mm), and R5day50mm (>6
events) values are found over the west coast of Myanmar
and the east coast of the northern part of Vietnam, the
Malaysian Peninsula, and the Philippines. This is associ-
ated with the tropical cyclones that occur in these areas
(Nguyen-Thi et al., 2012; Li et al., 2013; Corporal-
Lodangco and Leslie, 2017).

Contributions from extreme wet days (R95pTOT)
appear to be substantial over the northern part of Vietnam,
Thailand, Myanmar, and the Philippines, with values of
more than 20% (Figure 4). In addition, simple daily precipi-
tation index (SDII) values from 8 to 12 mm�day−1 are found
in most SEA areas. Higher values of the SDII
(>13 mm�day−1) occurred over the west coast of Myanmar
and the east coast of the Philippines (Figure 4).

In addition, we find high R95pTOT and SDII values
over the east coast of the northern part of Vietnam,
Thailand, and the Malaysian Peninsula. The extreme
rainfall has a high intensity (Rx1day > 80 mm and
Rx5day > 200 mm) over these areas, but the frequencies
of heavy and very heavy rainfall events are low
(R10mm < 100 days and R20mm < 40 days). These con-
ditions cause a high contribution of extreme wet days to
the total rainfall (R95pTOT) and a high SDII. Slightly

different conditions are found for the region over the
west coast of Myanmar. Over this area, high values of
Rx1day and Rx5day are followed by frequent heavy and
very heavy rainfall events. These conditions are respon-
sible for a high total yearly precipitation. As a result,
the R95pTOT value is low, whereas the SDII is high for
this area. For the eastern part of the Philippines,
although R10mm and R20mm are high, we observed a
high R95pTOT value. This is due to the very high inten-
sity of extreme rainfall over this area during tropical
cyclone events from May to November (Corporal-
Lodangco and Leslie, 2017); the proportion of the
extreme rainfall of the total precipitation is high even
though the total precipitation is also high. Along with a
high R95pTOT value, we also observed a high SDII over
this area.

Over the Indonesia region, R95pTOT varies from 15 to
25% and the SDII varies from 6 to 14 mm. High R95pTOT
values (from 20 to 25%) occur over Nusa Tenggara and
also over the southern and northern parts of Papua. Mean-
while, areas like Java, Borneo, Nusa Tenggara, and the
centre of Papua have a high SDII value (around 12 mm).
The high SDII and the low R95pTOT values over Java,
Borneo, and the centre of Papua are related to the high fre-
quency of heavy and very heavy rainfall events. However,
for Nusa Tenggara, the high SDII and R95pTOT values are
due to a few rainy days over the region, as shown by the
CDD, CDD5D, CWD, and CWD5D values.

3.2 | Model performance for climate
indices over SEA

The models simulated similar spatial distributions for the
majority of the climatological indices. Except for the CWD,

FIGURE 2 Climatological map of the observed annual number of days on which the precipitation is ≥10 mm (R10mm) and annual

number of days on which the precipitation is ≥20 mm (R20mm). The indices represent the mean values of indices obtained from

observational datasets (SA-OBS, APHRODITE, and CHIRPS) for the period from 1981 to 2005 [Colour figure can be viewed at

wileyonlinelibrary.com]
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R20mm, R5D50mm, and SDII values, the spatial correla-
tion is high (>0.50) for most of the models. Based on the
normalized SD values of the spatial distributions, the
models are close to the observations (0.8 < normalized

SD < 1.2) in terms of the CDD, CDD5D, CWD5D, and
R95pTOT indices.

Figure 5 shows the Taylor diagrams for the simulated
CDD, CDD5D, CWD, and CWD5D values. In terms of

FIGURE 3 Climatological map of the observed annual maximum daily rainfall (Rx1day), annual maximum 5-day rainfall (Rx5day), and

annual number of 5-day heavy precipitation periods (R5day50mm). The indices represent the mean values of indices obtained from

observational datasets (SA-OBS, APHRODITE, and CHIRPS) for the period from 1981 to 2005 [Colour figure can be viewed at

wileyonlinelibrary.com]

FIGURE 4 Climatological map of the observed annual precipitation percentage due to R95p days (R95pTOT) and annual simple daily

intensity index per time period (SDII). The indices represent the mean values of indices obtained from observational datasets (SA-OBS,

APHRODITE, and CHIRPS) for the period from 1981 to 2005 [Colour figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]
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the spatial correlation, HighResMIP (HighResSST and
Hist-1950) provides a better simulation than CORDEX.
For the CDD and CDD5D values, most of the HighRes-
MIP models show a spatial correlation that is greater
than 0.8, whereas all the CORDEX models show a spatial
correlation that is less than 0.8. For the CWD values, all
model simulations show a low spatial correlation. The
majority of the HighResMIP models show a spatial corre-
lation that is greater than 0.35, while only one CORDEX
model (CSIRO) reached this value. For CWD5D, a spatial
correlation coefficient of greater than 0.5 is seen in all
HighResMIP models, whereas only two CORDEX models
(HadGEM and MPI) reach this level of agreement with

the observations. We find that Hist-1950 shows a slightly
higher spatial correlation than HighResSST. Meanwhile,
we find similar spatial correlations for the low-resolution
(LR) and high-resolution (HR) HighResMIP models. In
general, based on the spatial correlation, the Hist-1950
LR simulations show a stronger resemblance to the
observations than the other model experiments.

Based on the normalized SD, CORDEX and HighRes-
MIP have similar performances. The normalized SD
values of four CORDEX models for the CDD index range
from 0.8 to 1.2, whereas three out of six HighResMIP
models for each experiment (HighResSST and Hist-1950
for HR and LR models) are in that range. Similarly, for

FIGURE 5 Taylor diagrams of the spatial distributions of the simulated annual maximum dry spell length (CDD), annual number of

CDDs >5 days (CDD5D), annual maximum wet spell length (CWD), and annual number of CWDs >5 days (CWD5D). The x-axis (y-axis)

shows the normalized SD and the azimuthal axis shows the spatial correlation between the models and observations for the indices [Colour

figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]
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CDD5D, all CORDEX models have a normalized SD from
0.8 to 1.2, and most of the HighResMIP models have SD
values within this range as well, except for HadGEM
(HighResSST-LR) and CNRM (Hist-1950-HR). For the
CWD index, HighResMIP shows a lower SD value for the
majority of the models, which have normalized SD values
that are less than 3.5, while all CORDEX models show
normalized SD values that are greater than 3.5. For the
number of wet periods (CWD5D), all the HighResSST-LR
models show normalized SD values from 0.8 to 1.2, while
in CORDEX, HighResSST-LR and Hist-1950-LR, there
are five out of six models in this range; four out of six
models are in this range for Hist-1950-LR. In the High-
ResMIP experiments, HighResSST shows a better SD
value than Hist-1950. Furthermore, for HighResMIP, we
find that LR HighResMIP appears to have a slightly bet-
ter SD value than HR HighResMIP. In general, according
to the normalized SD values of the CDD, CDD5D, CWD,
and CWD5D indices, HighResSST-LR provides a better
simulation than the other model experiments.

Figure 6 shows the Taylor diagrams for the model
simulations of R10mm and R20mm. The HighResMIP
models show a higher spatial correlation and lower nor-
malized SD than the CORDEX models. In terms of the
spatial correlation, for R10mm, only two out of six
models in the CORDEX experiment have a spatial corre-
lation that is greater than 0.55, while the majority of the
HighResMIP models have spatial correlations exceeding
0.55. The contrast is slightly larger for R20mm. All of the
CORDEX models show a spatial correlation that is less
than 0.3, whereas the majority of the HighResMIP
models show a spatial correlation that is greater than 0.4
and a normalized SD that is considerably smaller. Except
for the CNRM model (experiment Hist-1950, both HR and
LR), all HighResMIP models show SD values that are well
below those of the CORDEX models, which have normal-
ized SD values that are greater than 2 for R10mm
and greater than 3 for R20mm. Within the models of
HighResMIP, we find similar performances for the
HighResSST and Hist-1950 experiments, and the LR and
HR experiments. In general, HighResSST-HR shows a
higher spatial correlation for R10mm and R20mm than the
other experiments. Among the HighResMIP model experi-
ments, HighResSST has an SD that is slightly closer to the
observations compared to Hist-1950. LR HighResMIP
has a slightly smaller normalized SD value than HR
HighResMIP. In general, for R10mm and R20mm,
HighResSST-LR shows a better SD than the other
experiments.

Figure 7 shows that in general, HighResMIP has a
higher spatial correlation and a lower normalized SD
than CORDEX for Rx1day, Rx5day, and R5day50mm. In
terms of the spatial correlation, for Rx1day, while none

of the CORDEX models show a spatial correlation that is
greater than 0.5, the majority of the HighResMIP models
show spatial correlations that are greater than 0.5. For
Rx5day, only one model from CORDEX shows a spatial
correlation that is greater than 0.4. For HighResMIP, four
models (not MPI and CMCC) show spatial correlations
that are greater than 0.4. For R5Day50mm, only one
model from CORDEX shows a spatial correlation that is
greater than 0.2. This index is also not particularly well sim-
ulated by HighResMIP. The spread in the correlation with
the observations ranges from close to 0 to 0.6, but the overall
similarity to the observations is higher for these models than
it is for CORDEX. HighResMIP also outperforms CORDEX
in terms of the normalized SD for Rx1day, Rx5day, and
R5Day50mm. Among the HighResMIP experiments,
HighResSST shows a higher spatial correlation than Hist-
1950, but the normalized SD values for both experiments
are comparable. HR HighResMIP shows a higher spatial
correlation than LR HighResMIP, except for R5Day50mm.
However, LR HighResMIP shows an SD value that is
closer to the observations compared to HR HighResMIP.

Confirming the findings for the previous indices, we
find that HighResMIP has a stronger spatial correlation
with the observations than CORDEX for the R95pTOT
and SDII values (Figure 8). For R95pTOT, the spatial cor-
relation for all CORDEX models is less than 0.65, while
the majority of the HighResMIP models show spatial cor-
relations that are greater than 0.65. For the SDII, only
one model from the CORDEX suite (CNRM) shows a spa-
tial correlation that is greater than 0.3, while the majority
of HighResMIP models show spatial correlations that are
greater than 0.3. Among the HighResMIP model experi-
ments, HighResSST has a slightly higher spatial correla-
tion than Hist-1950. Among the HighResMIP resolutions,
LR shows a higher spatial correlation for R95pTOT and a
lower spatial correlation for the SDII than HR. In gen-
eral, for R95pTOT, HighResSST-LR shows a higher spa-
tial correlation than the other experiments. For the SDII,
HighResSST-HR shows a higher spatial correlation than
the other experiments.

In terms of the SD, we find that the CORDEX and
HighResMIP models have similar performances for
R95pTOT. Except for HadGEM, the CORDEX models
show normalized SD values from 0.8 to 1.2. For HighRes-
MIP, 66% of the models also show normalized SD values
from 0.8 to 1.2. In terms of the SDII, HighResMIP has a
better SD than CORDEX. All CORDEX models show nor-
malized SD values that are greater than 2, while the
majority of the HighResMIP models show normalized
SD values that are less than 2, which means that High-
ResMIP is closer to the observations than CORDEX. We
find that HighResSST and Hist-1950 have similar perfor-
mances for R95pTOT and the SDII based on the SD. LR

HARIADI ET AL. 11
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HighResMIP is closer to the observations than HR
HighResMIP for the SDII, but both resolutions show sim-
ilar performances for R95pTOT. In general, based on
R95pTOT and the SDII, HighResSST-LR shows a better
SD than the other experiments.

3.3 | Kolmogorov–Smirnov test of the
simulated climate indices over SEA

The K-S test is a method for investigating if two probabil-
ity distributions can be regarded as indistinguishable
from each other or if an underlying probability distribu-
tion differs from a hypothesised distribution. In this
study, the K-S statistic values are calculated from the
yearly time series of the climate indices for each grid box
over land. The K-S distributions are plotted using box-
plots in Figures S1–S11, Supporting Information.
Figure 9 shows the median values of the spatial distribu-
tion of the K-S statistics for each climate index for each
model. Based on the K-S analysis, the HighResMIP exper-
iments (HighResSST and Hist-1950) show consistently
lower values than CORDEX, which shows that the simu-
lated climate indices from HighResMIP have distribu-
tions that are closer to the observations compared to the
CORDEX simulation. This shows that the HighResSST
and Hist-1950 experiments are closer to the distribution
of the observed climate indices compared to the COR-
DEX models.

For the CDD and CDD5D indices, the majority of the
CORDEX models show K-S values above 0.5. For

HighResMIP, except for CMCC with HighResSST, all of
the models show K-S values below 0.5 (Figures 9, S1, and
S2). On the contrary, most of the models for both
CORDEX and HighResMIP show K-S values that are
greater than 0.75 for the CWD index. Except for Had-
GEM, all of the CORDEX models show K-S values
greater than 0.85; they show higher K-S values than
HighResMIP. There is one model for HighResSST LR and
HR that has a K-S value of greater than 0.85. For the
Hist-1950 experiment, there are three LR models and two
HR models that have K-S values that are greater than
0.85 (Figures 9 and S3). In addition, for CWD5D, most of
the median K-S values for CORDEX are greater than 0.4.
The following HighResMIP models have a median K-S
value of greater than 0.4: one model for HighResSST LR,
two models for HighResSST HR, four models for Hist-1950
LR, and three models for Hist-1950 HR (Figures 9 and S4).
For the CDD, CDD5D, CWD, and CWD5D indices, we
find similar performances for different HighResMIP exper-
iments and for the LR and HR HighResMIP experiments.

In terms of R10mm and R20mm, all CORDEX models
show median K-S values that are greater than or equal to
0.7. For HighResMIP, only one model (HadGEM in the
HighResSST LR experiment) shows a similar disagree-
ment with the observations on R10mm (Figures 9 and
S5). For R20mm, there are two models (HadGEM and
MPI) for HighResSST LR that have median K-S values of
greater than or equal to 0.7 and one model (MPI) that
reaches this K-S value for the other experiments
(Figures 9 and S6). Based on R10mm and R20mm,
HighResSST has a slightly better performance than

FIGURE 6 Similar to Figure 5, but for the annual number of days on which the precipitation is ≥10 mm (R10mm) and annual number

of days on which the precipitation is ≥20 mm (R20mm) [Colour figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]
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Hist-1950. We find similar performances for LR and HR
HighResMIP.

In addition, for Rx1day, Rx5day, and R5day50mm,
compared to CORDEX, whose models show K-S values
that are greater than 0.5 (Rx1day and R5day50mm) and
greater than or equal to 0.75 (Rx5day), the HighResSST
models show a stronger similarity with the observations.
In terms of Rx1day, three Hist-1950 models (CNRM,
HadGEM, and ECMWF) and two models (CNRM and
ECMWF) from other HighResMIP experiments show
median K-S values that are less than 0.5 (Figures 9 and
S7). For Rx5day, there is only one model (CMCC) from
the HR HighResSST and Hist-1950 experiments that
shows a median K-S value of greater than or equal to

0.75 (Figures 9 and S8). Meanwhile, for R5day50mm,
there is only one LR model (CMCC) and two models
(HadGEM and CMCC) from the HighResSST and
Hist-1950 experiments that have median K-S values of
greater than 0.5 (Figures 9 and S9). Based on the K-S
analysis of the Rx1day, Rx5day, and R5day50mm indices,
we find that all HighResMIP experiments perform about
equally well. LR HighResMIP shows slightly lower K-S
values than HR HighResMIP, especially for R5day50mm.

In contrast to the results of the analysis of the previ-
ous indices, the performance of HighResMIP does not
exceed the performance of CORDEX for R95pTOT and
the SDII according to the K-S values. In terms of
R95pTOT, all CORDEX models show median K-S values

FIGURE 7 Similar to Figure 5, but for the annual maximum daily rainfall (Rx1day), annual maximum 5-day rainfall (Rx5day), and

annual number of 5-day heavy precipitation periods (R5day50mm) [Colour figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]
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of less than 0.45 (Figures 9 and S10). Meanwhile, for
HighResMIP, two models (EC-Earth and MPI) show
median K-S values that are greater than or equal to 0.45.
In addition, similar performances in terms of the SDII

are found for CORDEX and HighResMIP (Figures 9 and
S11). Based on R95pTOT and the SDII, HighResSST has a
slightly better performance than Hist-1950. We find simi-
lar performances for LR and HR HighResMIP.

FIGURE 8 Similar to Figure 5, but for the annual precipitation percentage due to R95p days (R95pTOT) and annual simple daily

intensity index per time period (SDII) [Colour figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]

FIGURE 9 Median K-S statistic values of the simulated climate indices. The K-S statistic is calculated for each grid point that is located

over land. The median value is calculated from the spatial distribution of the K-S statistic [Colour figure can be viewed at

wileyonlinelibrary.com]
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4 | DISCUSSION

We used three gridded precipitation observational data-
sets in this study to account for the low dispersion of gauge
data in SEA. SA-OBS and APHRODITE were developed
from rain gauges. SA-OBS, which was developed specifically
for the SEA region, has a higher station density compared
to APHRODITE, which was developed for the Asia region.
However, due to the restriction in the interpolation method,
the spatial coverage of SA-OBS is lower than that of
APHRODITE over SEA. The CHIRPS dataset is based on a
satellite rainfall retrieval algorithm that combines climatol-
ogy data, satellite precipitation estimates, and an in situ rain
gauge. This means that CHIRPS provides more complete
coverage over SEA compared to SAO-BS and APHRODITE.
However, the amount of rain gauge data used for calibra-
tion in CHIRPS is considerably lower than the amount of
rain gauge data used in SA-OBS and APHRODITE. For the
extremes, the precipitation value of a grid square should be
seen as an area average for that grid square. This means
that extremes will be “smeared” out more in datasets with a
coarser resolution (Van den Besselaar et al., 2017).

We determine the similarity of the three gridded pre-
cipitation observational datasets using K-S values for
the eleven rainfall-related climate indices. We find that
the similarity between APHRODITE and CHIRPS is the
lowest; they have the highest K-S index in this compari-
son of observational datasets. SA-OBS and APHRODITE
have the highest similarity (Figure S12). This confirms
the results of a previous study by Van den Besselaar
et al. (2017), who found that the similarities between
gauge-based datasets are higher than the similarities
between gauge-based datasets and satellite-based
datasets.

Based on the K-S indices for the observational data-
sets, we find that the three observational datasets have

a low similarity in the area over south China and
the southwest coast of Myanmar (Figure S13). The
area of low similarity is spread over more of SEA
for APHRODITE and CHIRPS. For SA-OBS and
APHRODITE, some low-similarity zones are also found
in some areas of Indonesia, such as the centre of Suma-
tra. For SA-OBS and CHIRPS, zones of low similarity
were also found in some areas in Vietnam, Cambodia,
and Indonesia (Papua Island). The low similarity
between the observational datasets for some areas like
Papua and Myanmar is caused by the low density of the
data available over the area that are used to develop the
observation datasets. However, the areas where the
observational datasets diverge most are not the areas
where the spatial patterns of the model precipitation
fields differ most from the mean in the observational
datasets. Nevertheless, this shows the need for the further
development of the observational datasets for this region.
In addition, the use of multiple observational datasets of
the region can reduce the uncertainty.

Eleven different rainfall-related climate indices were
used to investigate the performance of different genera-
tions of climate models. Among the 11 indices, the
CORDEX and HighResMIP models are better at simulat-
ing rainfall indices that show climatological characteristics
(climatic rainfall indices: CDD, CDD5D, CWD, CWD5D,
and R95pTOT) and slightly worse at simulating rainfall
indices that are more directly related to the rainfall inten-
sity (R10mm, R20mm, Rx1day, Rx5day, and R5day50mm).

For the climatic rainfall indices, both the CORDEX
and HighResMIP models are better at simulating
R95pTOT and worse at simulating CWD compared to the
other indices. In general, the models produce worse sim-
ulations over the antimonsoon region (5�S–2�N and
120�–135�E). This poor performance is worse in the COR-
DEX simulation because the low performance of the

FIGURE 10 Kolmogorov–Smirnov index map of CORDEX simulations of (a) climate indices that are related to climatological

conditions (CDD, CDD5D, CWD, CWD5D, and R95pTOT) and (b) climate indices that are directly related to the rainfall intensity (R10mm,

R20mm, Rx1day, Rx5day, R5day50mm, and SDII) [Colour figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]
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simulation is spread out over the equatorial region
(5�S–10�N). The advantage of the prescribed SST in High-
ResSST is shown; it results in a better simulation than
CORDEX. The comparable performances of Hist-1950
and HighResSST show the skill of the ocean model in
Hist-1950. In a previous study, Hist-1950 also demon-
strated a better seasonal southward migration of the rain
band from the Asian summer monsoon to the Australian
summer monsoon and better monsoon season rainfall
simulations over SEA compared to CORDEX (Hariadi
et al., 2021). We assume that one of the reasons for this is
that HighResMIP has the advantage of a global-scale run,
while CORDEX has only a regional-scale run. Further-
more, Kamruzzaman et al. (2021) found that CMIP6 pro-
vides a better simulation of the Indian summer monsoon
than CMIP5. CMIP6 also simulated better seasonal char-
acteristics over the western North Pacific and East Asia
region (Chen et al., 2021).

In addition, both model experiments also show a
poorer simulation of Vietnam and the northern
Philippines. This poor performance is worse in CORDEX
than in HighResMIP. The area is affected by tropical
cyclones. A previous study by Park et al. (2021) found that
CMIP6 models are better than CMIP5 models at simulat-
ing the pattern correlations and thermodynamic condi-
tions of the tropical cyclones that affect the South Korean
region.

For rainfall indices that are directly related to the
intensity characteristic, both climate model experiments
(CORDEX and HighResMIP) are generally worse at sim-
ulating the extreme precipitation over the mountainous
region (Figures 10, 11, S14, and S15). This highlights the
need for improvement in the representation of the physi-
cal processes of orographic regions in climate models
(Raäisaänen, 2007; Elvidge et al., 2019). CORDEX per-
forms worse than HighResMIP. Demory et al. (2020a)

found a similar result when they studied heavy precipita-
tion in Europe. They found that the heavy rainfall that is
simulated by HighResMIP is closer to the observati-
ons than the heavy rainfall that is simulated by
EURO-CORDEX.

Even though HighResMIP shows better climatic rain-
fall indices than CORDEX, and the previous study by
Hariadi et al. (2021) also shows a better simulation of
monsoon characteristics, finding that Hist-1950 has bet-
ter and comparable performances compared to CORDEX
for intensity-related precipitation indices is unexpected.
This is because Hist-1950 was the higher resolution ver-
sion of the CMIP6 General Circulation Models (GCM)
that was originally developed at a coarser resolution and
has little additional tuning. On the other hand, CORDEX
is the downscaling result of CMIP5, which was developed
at a higher resolution and potentially tuned at each reso-
lution (Demory et al., 2020b). However, the tuning that
was performed during the downscaling process of the
CORDEX-SEA version that was used in this study caused
more uncertainty in the results. Juneng et al. (2016)
found a large positive precipitation bias due to the con-
vection scheme that was used in the RegCM4 configura-
tion. This explains the large precipitation biases in the
CORDEX-SEA simulation that were found in previous
studies (Amsal et al., 2019; Hariadi et al., 2021; Nguyen-
Thi et al., 2021). Furthermore, Nguyen et al. (2022) found
more intensity of daily precipitation in CORDEX-SEA
than their forcing GCM. They suggest that the RCM
setup (e.g., parameterization scheme) has a more signifi-
cant role in the model's ability to simulate precipitation
compared to its forcing GCM. Tangang et al. (2020) dis-
cussed the need to improve the RCM simulation in the
future for the CORDEX-SEA model and the need to use
the latest CMIP models, which helps to reduce the biases.
Bias correction on climate model results dataset over this

FIGURE 11 Kolmogorov–Smirnov index map of Hist-1950 HR simulations of (a) climate indices that are related to climatological

conditions (CDD, CDD5D, CWD, CWD5D, and R95pTOT) and (b) climate indices that are directly related to the rainfall intensity (R10mm,

R20mm, Rx1day, Rx5day, R5day50mm, and SDII) [Colour figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]
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region is also recommended for the further use of the
dataset (Ratri et al., 2019; 2021; Trinh-Tuan et al., 2019;
Tangang et al., 2020).

Tangang et al. (2018) investigated anomalies in four
indices of extreme precipitation: the annual total precipi-
tation on wet days (PRCPTOT), the CDD index, the
annual number of days on which the daily precipitation
exceeded 50 mm (R50mm), and RX1day. They found that
CORDEX-SEA simulations reasonably captured the char-
acteristics of the extreme rainfall anomalies over SEA
during the period from 1986 to 2005. Furthermore, in this
study, we found that the HighResMIP simulation of
extreme precipitation over the region was better than the
CORDEX simulation.

5 | CONCLUSION

This study explored how well the HighResMIP and
CORDEX models simulated extreme rainfall-related cli-
mate indices over the SEA region for the period from
1981 to 2005. There is also a further investigation into
whether the latest HighResMIP model experiment is bet-
ter than the downscaled results of the previous model
experiment, CMIP5. These indices cover both the high/
wet end of the spectrum and the dry spells. The number
of heavy rainfall days (R10mm), number of very heavy
rainfall days (R20mm), maximum daily rainfall (Rx1day),
maximum 5-day rainfall (Rx5day), number of 5-day
heavy precipitation periods (R5day50mm), and simple
daily intensity index (SDII) are directly related to the
rainfall intensity, and together with the precipitation per-
centage due to R95p days (R95pTOT), they represent
extreme wet conditions. The other four indices (maxi-
mum dry spell length [CDD], number of CDDs >5 days
[CDD5D], maximum wet spell length [CWD], and num-
ber of CWDs >5 days [CWD5D]) are related to the rainy/
dry spells. We find that areas affected by tropical cyclones
show high extreme rainfall indices (Rx1day and Rx5day)
compared to other areas. As a result, R95pTOT and the
SDII are also high for most of these areas, except for the
west coast of Myanmar, which has a relatively low
R95pTOT value due to high R10mm and R20mm values.
For the majority of the Indonesia region, high values of
the simple SDII are found, and the contribution of rainfall
on extreme wet days to the total precipitation (R95pTOT)
is low, except for Nusa Tenggara, which is the driest area
in the region. This is due to the high R10mm and R20mm
values found for the majority of the Indonesia region; they
result in a high total yearly precipitation.

The similarity between the CORDEX and HighRes-
MIP models and the observations is higher for the CDD,
CDD5D, CWD5D, and R95pTOT indices than it is for the

R10mm, R20mm, Rx1day, Rx5day, Rx50mm5day, and
SDII values. We can conclude that the models are worse
at simulating the rainfall climate indices that are directly
related to the rainfall intensity, and they are better at
simulating other indices that are not directly related to
the rainfall intensity. However, the models provide a
good representation of the climatic rainfall conditions.
The models can simulate the rainfall pattern and distri-
bution well but still show bias when it comes to the rain-
fall intensity. This bias is shown in all model experiments
but is higher in CORDEX than in HighResMIP.

Overall, HighResMIP is consistently better than
CORDEX at simulating the rainfall-related climate indi-
ces. Within the HighResMIP experiment, we do not find
a significant difference in performance between coupled
(Hist-1950) and non-coupled (HighResSST) models when
they are used to simulate the indices. This shows the high
accuracy of the ocean model used in the coupled models.
Moreover, we also find no difference between using HR
HighResMIP and using LR HighResMIP.
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