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More education on landscape 
restoration at African universities
WUR and the Global Landscapes Forum are supporting nine African universities 
in developing an Africa-wide curriculum on the restoration of degraded 
landscapes and ecosystems.

The degradation of landscapes and eco-
systems around the world is having an 
ever-bigger impact on biodiversity, food and 
water security, and economies. The restora-
tion of landscapes and ecosystems is there-
fore incredibly important. ‘But not many 
professionals know much about integrated 
landscape restoration,’ explains programme 
leader Cora van Oosten of the Wageningen 
Centre for Development Innovation (WCDI). 
‘There is a big demand for education in this 

area. There are education options for experts 
already, but not for students.’ Nine African 
universities are collaborating with WCDI on 
a pan-African curriculum in which students 
learn how to set up multidisciplinary resto-
ration processes, for example.
This teaching project runs in parallel with 
the Decade on Ecosystems Restoration 
(2021-2030) announced by the United 
Nations.
Info: cora.vanoosten@wur.nl 

Dutch trawler  
fisheries in the red
In the first eight months of 2022, the 
Dutch trawler industry suffered estimated 
losses of over 20 million euros. This 
number comes from the 2022 Fisheries 
in Figures presentation by Wageningen 
Marine Research. Beam trawlers were 
affected most badly. The deployment of 
ships was down 25 to 30 per cent on the 
previous year. Many ships were out of ac-
tion for long periods, mainly due to high 
fuel prices and crew shortages. As a result, 
the supply of fish and prawns also fell 
substantially during this year. Revenues 
per kilo increased, but costs increased 
much more steeply. Alternative, more 
energy-efficient fishing methods are being 
investigated, but innovation takes time. 
Analyses will be performed to see whether 
the alternatives are profitable.
Info: hans.vanoostenbrugge@wur.nl

Radical new approach with clothes from plants
WUR researcher Paulien Harmsen is calling 
on the clothing industry to radically change 
its approach and adopt circular textiles. She 
studies alternative solutions such as the use 
of different raw materials ranging from flax, 
hemp and bamboo for natural textiles to 
viscose or cupro for synthetic fabrics. She 
collated the options in her booklet Textiles 
for Circular Fashion Part 2, which also gives an 
overview of the textile properties and pro-
duction methods.

Most clothing is made from polyester or cot-
ton. Polyester uses fossil resources and pro-
duces microplastics when worn or washed. 
The production of cotton is also often very 
bad for the environment. Harmsen therefore 
recommends seeing which plant fibres are 
most suitable for each individual item of 
clothing. ‘We really need to look for new 
materials that can be produced on a large 
scale. Wageningen can help in this search.’ 
Info: paulien.harmsen@wur.nl 

WUR best university 
in Netherlands again 
WUR is the best Dutch university in 
the Times Higher Education (THE) 
ranking for the fourth year in a 
row. The THE is a highly respected 
global ranking, with more than 
1500 universities across all continents. 
The ranking assesses universities in 
five categories, each with  its own 
weighting: education (30 per cent), 
research (30 per cent), citations  
(30 per cent), international outlook  
(7.5 per cent) and industry income  
(2.5 per cent). The ranking places  
WUR 59th in the world.
Info: janwillem.bol @wur.nl
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