SCIENCE

THE
PROPOSITION
For PhD candidates, their
thesis propositions are an
opportunity to publicly express their professional and
personal convictions about
science and society. In this
feature they explain their
most thought-provoking
proposition. This time, a
proposition from Mirjam
Breure (Soil Biology),
who defended her thesis
on 28 October 2022.

Vacancy
The Alliance of TU/e, WUR, UU,
and UMCU (EWUU) is looking for
a student-assistant for at least
½ year for 6 hours per week for
communication and promotion of
our challenges and eduXchange,
and support events. You will work,
together with colleagues from
different institutions, in the EWUU
communication team led by the WUR
project coordinator.

Resource
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Interested?
Send your CV and motivation letter in
English before this 11th of November to
sara.panis@wur.nl
Interviews will take place on 15th and/or
18th of November.

‘A kid, kitten or kite a day
keeps the doctor away.’

‘It is of course a nod to the English
saying, “An apple a day keeps the
doctor away”. My proposition refers to
the health benefits of play. Play is just
as essential to health as food and
sleep. No, I don’t have a child, a cat
or a kite myself. Those three things
stand for different kinds of play. And
they alliterate nicely, of course. My
favourite? Playing with young children. They do nothing else and they
love to involve you in their game. I
became an aunt four times during
the years I was doing my PhD. As an
adult, you don’t tend to start playing

with Lego. People should play more.
It increases your problem-solving
capacity, creativity and social skills.
But the main thing, of course, it that
it’s fun and relaxing. I was once working at my parents’ house while they
were looking after the grandchildren.
That day I got a message saying
there were problems with my soil
samples from Ethiopia. I burst into
tears. My little nephew brought me a
toy to comfort me. That did me the
world of good. The message: if you’re
sad, do something fun. Play cheers
you up.’ rk

Are you passionate about new types of education and do you
know how to promote them? Then we are looking for you!
Your responsibilities / opportunities

• Develop communication materials,
texts, articles, videos and visuals in
different tools a.o. in Canva for social
media.
• Prepare emails to different target
groups incl. program directors & study
advisors.
• Support promotion and strategy to
reach students.
• Support events in challenges.
• Representative at events and
open days

Your qualities

You are proactive with an eye for detail,
know how to capture the imagination
and convey a message. You can work
independently but also support others
well as a team player.

Preferably, you have experience with
communication, promotion, event
organization or on a committee, a board
or similar.
You are flexible, available for 6 hours
a week, fluent in English, a competent
planner and stress resistant.
You will work mainly online but also on
campus or in the Alliance office at UU.
You schedule your own hours except for
the weekly meeting.
Starting date: 1st of December 2022.
You will receive a one-year contract with
possibility of extension and a standard
student assistant salary.

