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óôWe cannot win this battle to save species and environments 

without forging an emotional bond between ourselves and nature as 

well - for we will not fight to save what we do not love.ôô 

 ï  
Stephen Jay Gould  

(1941 - 2002) 
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Preface 

 

Dear reader, 

You are now reading the master's thesis entitled óôSpontaneously Wild: Exploring Perceptions of Urban 

Rewilding as Landsense Creation in Compact Urban Spaceôô. This study has been conducted in the form 

of exploratory research and as a multiple case-study in the city of Amsterdam. The thesis was written 

out of enthusiasm and concern for urban biodiversity because in my surroundings, I notice more and 

more that people have become alienated from the natural world. As a result they have become extremely 

distanced from nature, even though they themselves are actually part of it. I see it as my task to help 

biodiversity and to bridge the gap between humans and nature and I hope that with my master's thesis I 

can take a first step in fulfilling this task by providing insights on the topic of urban rewilding. As a 

future planner, I will remain determined to pursue the goal of uniting people with the natural (urban) 

environment again. 

Besides, I would like to thank my thesis supervisor dr. Zayra Ramos Bendana for the guidance during 

all the phases of this research. The usefulness of the feedback has helped me a lot to finish my thesis. 

Finally, I would like to thank my girlfriend for being available for discussing my thesis when needed.  

I hope you enjoy reading my thesis. 

 

 

 

Beau Lagarde 

Utrecht, 22 July 2022 
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Abstract 




