PLANT SCIENCES

Ten million euros
for crop diversity
in arable farming
The EU wants to cut the use of chemical
pesticides by half by 2030. Crop diversity
can play a key role here. A consortium led
by Wageningen will investigate how to do
this — from the field to the supermarket.
The Dutch Research Council has allocated
10 million euros for this CropMix project.
The focus is on strip cropping. That is
feasible given current farm machinery and
WUR already has a lot of experience with
this approach. Research into crop diversity
requires collaboration between a variety of
disciplines.
Info: erik.poelman@wur.nl
RANKING

LIVESTOCK AND CLIMATE

Climate targets for dairy
farmers can be achieved with
existing feed strategies
Existing feed methods for dairy cows can reduce methane emissions
sufficiently to achieve the climate targets for dairy farming. This was shown
by a meta-analysis of known methods for methane reduction, such as feed
supplements in the form of methane inhibitors, oil and tannin.
Jan Dijkstra at WUR was one of the 24 experts around the world who worked on the
meta-analysis, which was published in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences
(PNAS). The methane targets (11-30 per
cent reduction by 2030 and 24-47 per cent
by 2050) are attainable using the existing
strategies for reducing the production of
methane in the intestines of dairy cows. This

does not even have to impact production
capacity. However, it does mean the most
efficient feed solutions need to be implemented comprehensively. That is not the
case at present. Achieving the target reduction is simpler in Europe than in Africa, for
example, where there is a growing demand
for dairy products.
Info: jan.dijkstra@wur.nl

WUR is best
agricultural university

PHOTO SHUTTERSTOCK

Wageningen University & Research (WUR)
was ranked the best agricultural university
in the world this year in the prestigious
QS ranking for the seventh year running.
WUR was fifth in the environmental sciences ranking. The QS ranking is based
on investigations into researchers’ reputation and scientific impact. WUR is in the
top 10 per cent in the general QS ranking.
Furthermore, WUR rose to 65th position
in the Times Higher Education Impact
Ranking, which keeps track of how organizations score in the 17 sustainability
goals of the United Nations.
Info: marleen.noomen@wur.nl
WAGENINGEN ACADEMY

Online Winter School: Greenhouse Horticulture
Professionals from all over the world are invited to join the
online Winter School in Greenhouse Horticulture. This
new programme is based on the successful Summer School
programme and opens up WUR expertise to an even larger
audience worldwide. Leading international experts from
Wageningen University & Research will be teaching on this
programme. Live Q&A sessions give you the opportunity to

4

WAGENINGENWORLD | 2 | 2022

interact with the experts and with other participants, and to
explore how to apply new insights in your daily practice. Are you
interested in horticulture? Do you want to become an expert and
learn how to run your own greenhouse more efficiently? And do
you enjoy studying online, with people from all around the world?
This is your opportunity!
See www.wur.eu/academy

