Systemic change

The report advocates a ‘Dutch Climate Research Initiative’ to manage the 100 million euros. About half that budget should be spent on
systemic change. Some 30 million euros should go on international
research, for example in collaboration with developing countries.
The idea is not that researchers compete with one another for funding,
says the report. ‘Such competition between scientists may have a positive effect on the quality of the research but it can also slow progress
down because so many badly needed projects miss out on funding.’ hop

Agriculture minister Staghouwer resigns –
now what?
Henk Staghouwer's resignation did not
come as a surprise to Public Administration & Policy expert Jeroen Candel.
Now politicians in The Hague face an
enormous task. ‘The coalition will need
to brainstorm to put together a comprehensive package of measures.’
What next? Candel: ‘Now we need someone who has a long-term vision for the
food system, someone who is prepared
to take difficult decisions. Farmers are
demanding a future. The government
says farmers need to transition to less
intensive forms of agriculture. They are
being asked to deliver more environmental services but nothing is said about how
they are supposed to earn income from
this. Available instruments for tackling
the nitrogen problem, such as European
agricultural policy, have not been used.’
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The ChristenUnie political party will
have to come up with a replacement for
Staghouwer. But it is a small party with
few administrators with seniority and
experience in this area, says Candel. ‘You
want someone who can jump right in,
but I don’t see any obvious candidates.
Anyway, paradoxically the agricultural
crisis can’t be resolved by agricultural
policy alone. The coalition government

as a whole will have to consider the matter. Staghouwer inherited an agricultural
policy from previous governments that
continually postponed tackling tricky
topics such as nitrogen, the climate and
biodiversity. Farmers are justifiably frustrated that such huge demands are being
made of them but not of other parties in
the supply chain, including consumers.
A comprehensive food policy is required,
but that virtually means breaking open
the coalition agreement.’ We really need
a new Green Deal for the Netherlands,
says Candel, to fit in with the EU’s Green
Deal. ‘A plan in which you figure out how
to make the food system and economy
as a whole future-proof with due regard
for sustainability and fairness. But that is
an immense task: the coalition will need
to brainstorm and jointly come up with a
vision for the future.’ wa
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Good news for students with
a job on the side: the minimum
wage will go up by 10 per
cent in the new year. This
measure is in the leaked plans
for the new National Budget.
The healthcare allowance will
also increase by 35 euros.
Both measures are aimed at
compensating for the rising
cost of living. HOP

An annual investment of 100 million euros is needed to make more
effective use of science in the transition to a climate-neutral society
by 2050, a committee has advised the Dutch Research Council and
Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences. The directors of
these two institutes welcome the recommendations. This could lead
to a shift in funding for research. There is still time to prevent the
worst irreversible effects of climate change, says the committee chair
Heleen de Coninck (Eindhoven University). ‘But that is only possible if
scientists and relevant social actors collaborate intensively on system
transitions.’ This is necessary for example in agriculture, urban planning, transport and the food industry.
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100 million needed for
climate research

