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Abstract
European rural areas are changing in an ongoing process of globalisation and hybridisation
between the rural and the urban. The Spanish rural areas are not an exception, but, contrary to
other European areas, an intensification of the livestock sector is currently happening in many
regions. Aiming at understanding the production of the rural space in the context of industrial
livestock farming expansion, this research takes a relational approach to the study of rurality.
Drawing on Hafacree (2006;2007), the research uses the threefold model of rural space to identify
distinct species of rurality in the province of Cuenca, Spain. Further, the research aims at assessing
to what extent they can coexist harmoniously in the long term. Complementarily, the research
explicitly analyses power relationships in the process of production of space. The research is based
on exploratory qualitative research in a case study in the province of Cuenca. Besides the
observations made in the field, the methods include 15 semi-structured interviews and an analysis
of policy documents, official reports, and more than 59 blog and website entries. The main
findings show how the rural space in Cuenca is in an ongoing process of negotiation between two
contrasting species of rurality. In the context of livestock industrialization, local responses
propose an alternative and opposing representation of the rural space. Further, the results
underline the complexity of the power relations established between the actors involved in the
production of space. Entangled in translocal networks, the production of the rural space in Cuenca
is a process that shows how rurality is constructed by multiple representations and practices that
are materialised in specific localities. This research contributes to the studies on rural
transformation providing a case in a remote rural area of Southern Europe. Further research could
explore the links between the production of the rural space and issues related to spatial justice.

Keywords: Industrial livestock farming, rural space, rurality, power
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Chapter 1: Introduction & Problem Statement
1.1.

Introduction

Rural areas across Europe evolved rapidly during the last century affected by modernisation,
industrialisation and urban sprawl. The result in many areas was the deagrarisation of the rural
space accompanied by a rural exodus towards the growing urban areas. The last decades of the
XX century regarding rural studies were also characterised by a shift from modernisation paradigm
to rural development paradigm moving beyond the dominance of agricultural production
(Wiskerke et al. 2003). Rural areas moved from being merely associated and assigned as good
producers to representing the setting for the conservation and enjoyment of nature, while at the
same time multiple services beyond food production are related to the agricultural system in what
was termed the post-productivism by some scholars (Mather et al. 2006). This change was
triggered by the environmental impacts of mass scale productivism together with the growing
concerns on sustainability among the population of western countries. However, neoliberal
productivist schemes remain in rural areas, posing a challenge for the transition towards
multifunctionality.
Throughout the few last decades, the issue of defining the rural has posed a challenge for rural
geographers. Specially since the end of the last century, cultural approaches have gained
attention among rural studies (Woods, 2011), thus understanding the rural space as a
process constantly (re)produced by social relations (Massey, 2005). Several authors have
assessed how the rural is a contested and multi-faceted space (Heley and Jones, 2012).
Hence, the rural space host contemporaneous multiplicity of understandings based on
distinct discursive and material practices.
In heterogeneous rural spaces, power relations are established between actors with contrasting
understandings of the space. Distinct representations and practices aim at enabling specific rural
pathways, often leading to conflicts. In addition, as the boundaries of the rural blurred in a
globalised world, the production of space is entangled in social relations across multiple scales
and so, embedded in translocal power geometries.
Even though these issues have been widely explored in Western countries, the periphery and
southern Europe remain under-studied (Soares da Silva et al., 2016). In order to contribute to the
literature on southern Europe, this research focus on a case study in the province of Cuenca, a
rural area of the central Spain. More precisely, the research presents a case in which industrial
farming has been expanding during the last years in a marginalised region. Faced with the
1
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expansion of industrial agriculture, local civic organisations have responded with a different
proposal for the development of their ruralities.

1.2.

Evolving ruralities in Spain

Rural transformation in Spain has followed a singular path and can be characterised by a silent
but radical metamorphosis since the mid-20th century and accelerated during the last decades.
The drastic changes that took place during and after the dictatorship of Francisco Franco (19391975) are fundamental in this evolution (Hoggart and Paniagua, 2001), together with the adhesion
to the European Union in 1985 (Ruiz-Maya and Regidor, 2019). The evolution of the rural Spain
can be approached from two different but highly intertwined processes, agrarian intensification,
and rural exodus.

1.2.1 The Agrarian Silent Reform
The economic struggles of Franco’s autarchic system forced the opening of the national economy
through the Stabilisation Plan in 1959. Facing the global markets carried important consequences
on the rural economies and society, leading to a slow deagrarisation of the rural spaces that were
unable to compete in the global agrarian arena (Camarero, 1991, Hoggart and Paniagua, 2001).
Simultaneously, and triggered by the entrance to the European Union in 1985, the Spanish
countryside experienced a process of agricultural intensification supported by the European
policies. This evolution on the agricultural sector resulted in a national drop of almost 50% of
agricultural holdings from 1982 to 2009 with major changes in the holding structure (Ruiz-Maya
and Regidor, 2019). Indeed, as shown in Table 1, although the number of holdings and the agrarian
labour is reduced, the total surface of agriculture remained stable while the livestock units
doubled during the same period. Thus, Spanish agrarian sector has experienced a “silent reform”
(Ruiz-Maya and Regidor, 2019) towards intensification since the entrance to the EU. Therefore,
the deagrarisation of the rural space has not carried a reduction of the agricultural production.
As Table 1 represents, at least since 1982 the Spanish agricultural sector has intensified the food
production in lesser holdings and labour force, revealing a move towards the productivist rurality
widely described in other areas of the post Second World War Europe (Woods, 2011).

2
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Table 1. Evolution of the Spanish agrarian sector from 1982 to 2009. Source: Ruiz-Maya and Regidor, 2019
Number of holdings
Year
Agriculture
Livestock
farming

Agriculture: Total Surface /
Livestock: Livestock Units

Total working days

1982

2009

1982

2009

1982

2009

1149,5

767,9

15380,6

15673,3

213590,4

149835,1

517,6

171,2

6964,4

14148,1

155760,0

57935,9

Albeit agrarian intensification has happened both in agriculture and livestock farming, is the last
the one with the most intensive development during the last years. Following the evolution of
livestock farming in the agrarian census since the entrance in the EU (1982-2009) *, livestock
sector has experienced a radical evolution marked by a great increase in livestock units and farm
specialisation (Ruiz-Maya and Regidor, 2019). This phenomenon has been incentivised by the
increase in national and international demand, and the interests of the Common Agricultural
Policy aiming for a super-productive sector (Ruiz-Maya and Regidor, 2019). Simultaneously, during
those decades there has been a growing corporation of livestock farming, increasing the farms
owned by legal entities. Although this process has affected to cattle, poultry and pig farming, the
level of intensification is not even. Between 2013 and 2020, pig farming has grown exponentially,
and the number of pigs has tripled reaching in 2020 the maximum production ever registered. In
fact, with a total production of that year 32.6 million pigs, Spain took the lead as the biggest pig
producer in the European Union (Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 2020).

1.2.2 Hollowing out Spain
Another key element in the modification of the rural space in Spain during the last century was
the industrialization in urban areas and the consequent urban development and sprawl
(Camarero, 1991; Hernando, 2019). Together with the lesser labour demand from agriculture, this
process was the main attractor for rural dwellers moving to urban areas leaving behind aged and
depopulated regions, especially in mountainous areas (Camarero, 1991). It is in fact the
demographic factor what may differentiate the development of the Spanish rurality from the rest
of Europe, as the situation of the Spanish rural areas was already critical compared with other
nations when Spain joined the European Union (Hernando, 2019). Indeed, was between 1955 and
1965 when the Spanish countryside suffered the most intense depopulation (Camarero, 1991)
where only those areas closer to an industrial settlement were able to remain populated

3
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(Hernando, 2019). Several studies have shown the relationship between the industrialisation of
urban and peri-urban areas and the demographic loss in rural areas. Simultaneously, agrarian
industrialisation and the drop in agricultural holdings and labour demand, pushed away young
workers from rural areas (Pinilla and Sáez, 2017).
This double process resulted in what today is known as the emptied or hollowed-out Spain – La
España Vaciada. The use of the terms emptied of hollowed-out instead of empty emphasize the
fact that this was not a passive consequence of modernisation, but an active performance from
the national administration enforcing the urban – rural dichotomy and facilitating the
subordination of the rural space for the benefit of modernisation (Rodriguez-Rejas and DíezGutierrez, 2021). This imbalance is clearly reflected in the fact that 60% of Spanish municipalities
occupy 40% of the national surface and are home to only 3% of the total population (Molina
Ibañez, 2019).

1.2.3 Hollowed out but not empty. Rural civil movements
Today, the Spanish rural space is in effervescence within the public political debates as the
territorial imbalance is now gaining attention in the political discourses and agendas as well as in
the mass media. Not surprisingly, the political reaction is coming after the blossom of civil
organisations from rural areas of the hollowed-out Spain claiming territorial justice, especially
after the demonstration organised by them in Madrid – the capital city – in March 2019 (de Soja,
2021). Moreover, the civil movements brought their claims to the political arena after the national
elections in November 2019 with the entrance into the national parliament of one representative
from the organisation Teruel Existe – Teruel Exists (Segura, 2019). Their claims are mostly related
to the lack of infrastructure and services, considering that the administration has left these
regions behind abandoning the people who still inhabit them.
In this social and demographic context, the blossom of corporative industrial animal farming in
the scarcely populated Spain entails strong contesting arguments. Industrial farming arrival to
these areas is seen as a potential factor facing the population loss. However, according to several
studies, industrial animal farming has direct environmental and health impacts, as well as social
and economic repercussions on the rural communities (Pew Commission, 2008). In the current
context of rural civil mobilisation, industrial animal farming is considered by many of these
movements as an exogenous practice that threats the dignity and life in the rural space.
Consequently, local civic organisations have emerged parallelly to the growth of industrial animal
farming to pose resistance against its expansion (Sanchez, 2021). Therefore, currently many
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localities of the rural Spain are embedded in processes of contestation and negotiation between
the expansion of industrial animal farming and those opposing to it.
Although the arguments in favour and against industrial farming in Spain are already known, their
simplification to mere discussion arguments hinders the understanding of the values, ideas and
strategies underpinning those arguments. In addition, as seen along the previous sections, there
are many agents involved in the development of industrial animal farming, thus adding complexity
to the understanding of this phenomenon. For this reason, this research looks at the distinct
positions towards the development of industrial livestock farming and aims to unmask the
representations of the rural space that underpin each narrative.

1.3.

Aim of the research and Research Questions

Taking a relational approach to space, and thus understanding it as socially constructed, the aim
of this research is exploring how is the rural space produced in the region of Cuenca in a context
of social contestation linked to the blossom of industrial animal farming. Hence, it explores the
discourses and practices of those who support the industrial activity and the citizens standing
against it, the way they interact and are negotiated, and to what extent they can coexist in a
harmonious way. To explore this process, the research is developed through a case study in the
region of Cuenca, one of the lowest densely populated areas of Spain.
RQs: How is the rural space understood and produced in Cuenca in the current context of social
contestation?
•

SRQ 1: What are the distinct species of the rural space coexisting in Cuenca?

•

SRQ 2: How is entangled power articulated in the production of the rural space in Cuenca?

•

SRQ 3: To what extent are the species of the rural space coherent among them?

To present this research, the report is organised according to the research process. Chapter 2 will
describe the theoretical approach to the research problem as well as the elements constituting
the theoretical framework. Hereafter, Chapter 3 comprises the method starting from the ethical
issues and a brief description of the case study and continuing with the data collection methods
and analysis. Following, along several the sections of Chapter 4 the results are presented in detail.
Finally, Chapter 5 provides the discussion of the findings, reflections on the approach to this
research and some considerations about further theoretical implications. Closing Chapter 5, the
conclusion section wraps up the report highlighting the main findings and implications of this
research project.

5

Chapter 2 Theorical Framework
2.1

Cultural approach in rural geography

In the traditional scholarly of rural studies, political-economy approaches have been protagonist
by aligning global economic mechanisms with global consequences over rural areas. As
described in the previous chapter for the Spanish agrarian reform, trends in rural spaces at
national or larger scales may respond to global factors, such as the effects of global market
competition on agricultural intensification and the definition of the “productivist countryside”
(Woods 2011). However, and with no aim at diminishing their relevance on critically assessing
the effects of global capitalist dynamics on the rural space, scholars have argued that such
approaches present certain limitations on explaining the heterogeneity among rural spaces for
the sake of assessing global processes (Paniagua-Mazorra, 2013). They argue that it takes for
granted uniform reactions of the localities to the global processes – as opposite realities --, of
the community or social sphere who live within the localities, and of the place as a static
element, assuming that they are all perfectly coordinated. Finally, it attaches as intrinsically rural
certain socio-economic processes thus drawing a strict boundary between the rural and the
urban (Ibid). In fact, as Hoggart and Paniagua (2001) argue, against the main assumptions of
European dynamics of rural restructuration (see Woods, 2011), that the Spanish reality
responded to the opening of the national economy in multiple manners, according to specific
socio-economic and socio-spatial contexts. Similarly, Woods (2007) shared the idea that “the
impact of globalization in rural localities is highly geographically uneven” (p. 487) and thus, the
emerging “global countryside” “is not a uniform, homogeneous space, but rather is differentially
articulated and contested through particular rural places” (p.494).
Taking a cultural approach to the rural space opens the possibility of going beyond fixed
boundaries and representations of the rural (Paniagua-Mazorra, 2013) allowing diversity and
specificity to the responses to globalization. In fact, what Woods (2011) describes as taking a
cultural turn and introducing post-modern and post-structuralist theories in rural studies, focus
the attention on how individuals and institutions construct their understanding of rurality and
the rural space. Rural space is then a multi-faceted space constructed through social relations
and global-local interactions, often contested in its local manifestation among local actors and
between local and extra-local actors (Heley and Jones, 2012). For this reason, unmasking the
diverse constructions of rurality enables a more complete understanding of the local context
and its social processes and responses to extra local – in the vertical axis of global-local – and to
urban influences – regarding the horizonal axis between urban-rural space.
6
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In this regard, special attention must be given to the way different constructions of the rural
interact and influence the practices dominating and producing the space. The coexistence of
diverse meanings and values associated to places may arise tensions and conflicts on the use of
land and the practices associated to certain discourses (Sharp et al., 2000). Here, Massey (1993)
pointed out the power of the media representations of places reinforcing and legitimizing
certain conceptualizations over others. In fact, other scholars have studied power relations in
place-making processes of landscape transformation (Chrenka and Ira, 2011) rising questions of
what the desired uses of certain landscapes are and for whom. Frisvoll (2012) also addressed
directly power issues entangled in social relations in changing rural settings towards a fixed
model based on touristic commodification of the space. Therefore, the ways rurality is not only
represented and perceived but also experienced and practiced – and thus lived – is produced
through constant entanglements of power among those who live, use and take decisions on
rural settings. Consequently, social and cultural tensions arise from the negotiation between
people with different visions and expectations about a place, especially in relation to issues of
economic development pathways and nature conservation (Mardsen et al, 2005).

2.2.

Multiple representations of the rural space

The commonly represented as static and almost frozen rural space is in constant reconfiguration.
The “rural” is nor static nor homogeneous or coherent (Halfacree, 2006; Woods, 2011). Despite
the attempts to describe what defines the “rural”, giving a single and unified definition of it
present several challenges and has been object of profound debates and thoughts among
cultural and rural geographers (Cloke, 2006; Cloke and Goodwin, 1992; Woods, 2011). In fact, as
Woods (2011) points out, the rural space has become an ambiguous and complex concept
associated with many functions and meanings. Often, rural is defined by its opposition to urban,
including a vast amalgam of scales and ways of living in the other-than-urban (Cloke, 2006). In
this sense, multiple representations of the rural exist in the general imaginary, created by lived
experiences and, specially, among urban dwellers through media discourses. The rural is
sometimes presented as an idyllic space of community, peace and mindfulness, or of a life in
contact with nature, or even as the scenery for a “good life” (Baylina and Guntertur Berg, 2010).
Conversely, it is also conceived as the “anti-idyll” based on urban prejudices associated to
insularity and backwardness (Woods, 2011).
Space, and thus the rural space, is constantly being produced and reproduced though social
relations and networks that construct their desired idea of the space according to specific
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narratives that are materialised in specific practices. As Crang and Thrift (2000) state, space is a
“socially produced set of manifolds” where multiple and diverse representations and
trajectories converge (Massey, 2005), generating multiple “species of space”. Moving away from
the assumption that rural space meant agricultural production, new representations of the rural
space have emerged among and within specific localities. In this sense, scholars have described
how diverse social representations and spatial practices shape the production of different
ruralities (Halfacree, 2006; Soares da Silva et al., 2016; Roose, Raagmaa and Kliimask, 2019)
The multiplicity of rural representations underlines its socially constructed character, in which
partial but dominant discourses construct a fixed and static image of the rural space influencing
the everyday experiences in the rural embedded in lay discourses (Jones, 1995). The rural as a
social construct thus refers to its imagined and represented multiplicity in relation to another
entity (nature, the urban and so on) and embedded in complex networks of social, political, and
economic relations (Woods, 2011). Moreover, these networks are connected to the global and
are materialised through the trajectories and practices embedded in such relations (Massey,
1994; Woods, 2007). This emphasis on the relations has a lot to do with the “relational
approach” to place and space that gained special attention in Human Geography studies during
the first decade of this century.
Place and space are never finished processes in constant production and reproduction through
social relations, networks, and flows (Massey, 2005). Further, these relations are understood as
embedded social practices (Ibid). In fact, Halfacree (2006) points out that the material and
ideational rural spaces intersect in practices. Thus, he argues that “we must note how the
material space of the rural locality only exists through the practices of structural processes, and
how the ideational space of rural social representations only exists through the practices of
discursive interaction” (p. 48). Practices are the materialisation of discourse and thus, shifts in
discourses represent both the ideational and material space, as the first intends to have material
effects (Woods, 2007). Consequently, to understand the rural space we need to think about it
synergically.
As Woods (2011) points out, a relational turn “may be simply described on the significance of
networks, connections, flows and mobilities in constituting space and place and the social,
cultural, economic and political forms and processes associated with them” (p. 40). In addition,
the relational thinking we are applying here underline the hybrid nature of the rural space
integrating the non-human components in the networks and relations that actively produce it
(Murdoch & Lowe, 2003; Woods, 2011). In rural spaces, hybrid assemblages represent the

8
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complexity of its historical production and understanding acknowledging the relations between
humans, humans and non-humans, and between the last ones.
Although the debate on the dichotomy between society and nature goes far beyond this
research, in the rural space, nature cannot be detached from the social system. Multiple
representations and meanings are associated to the more-than-humans in the rural space. In
fact, as seen before, while one of the core elements of the “rural idyll” representation is the
contact and proximity with nature of rural way of live, a “productivistic” representation may
have a different discourse on what constitutes nature and how to relate with it. These discourses
are attached to global political-economic and political-ecological processes.
As Heley and Jones (2012) state, the relational turn in rural geography “has involved an
increasing recognition of the intertwined and co-constituent production of rural space through
material and discursive phenomenon, processes and practices” (p.209) Indeed, to explore how
practices in specific localities, multiple representations of the rural and the lived experiences in
the rural are assembled in the construction of the rural space, Halfacree (2006) presented the
“three-fold model of rural space”. Here, the rural localities are inscribed through spatial
practices that shape the material space, while the formal representations of the rural and the
everyday lives in the rural comprise the ideational – or discursive -- rural space (Halfacree, 2007;
Halfacree, 2007). Together, the three categories comprise the way space is produced under
certain species of the rural space.

2.3.

Three-fold Model of Rural Space

The three-fold model of rural space is highly influenced by the ideas of Lefebvre (1974) in his
book The Production of Space. In the book, the author presents a conceptual triad to understand
how space is produced by capitalist processes. Based on the initial triad, Halfacree (2006,2007)
develops the three-fold model to understand rural space. He believes that the whole complexity
of the rural space can be captured within the following three categories:
1. Rural localities inscribed through relatively distinctive spatial practices. These practices
may be linked to either production or consumption activities (e.g., nature conservation,
farming, active tourism destination, and so on) that shape the material space of
ruralities. This research will focus on industrial animal farming and other range of
practices that offer or can offer livelihoods in the rural space.

9
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To explore this category, I will look at the type of practices enacted in the localities or
with the possibility to be done, and at the land use management and ownership.
Questions related to the local assets that each practice requires and/or promotes, and
to the relationship between different practices and to the struggles of each practice will
be included in the interviews as well as questions about who benefits or for whom are
the outcomes of the activity.
2. Formal representations of the rural refers to how rurality is represented by formal
institutions such as those expressed by policy documents, land use plans or
development agendas. Crucially, they refer to the way the rural is framed within the
(capitalist) production process and which practices are legitimised and signified.
In this research I will assess the role and position of the local and regional
administration, of civil movements, of animal product companies, of farm promotors,
and farmer’s association.
3. Everyday lives of the rural incorporating individual and social elements (‘culture’) in
their interpretation and negotiation of the rural. Formal representations of the rural aim
to dominate this element as well as the rural localities.
This category will look at what elements of the rurality are more important for different
individuals, the issues they care about, and the problems and challenges identified by
each of them. In addition, questions related to changes in the rurality and localities will
be asked as well as their perceived agency to be active participants for or against those
changes.
In other to understand how the different ruralities found within each category accommodate to
each other and to which extent their coexist in a harmonious way, Halfacree (2006) suggest the
application of the concept “structural coherence”. The structural coherence “indicates the
degree to which a state of ‘harmony’ can be attained in rural locations, in terms of the extent to
which rural residents, policy makers, business interests, pressure groups, etc. are ‘singing from
the same hymn sheet’” (Halfacree, 2007; pg.128). There are three kinds of spatial coherence:
a) Congruent and unified. All elements of rural space cohere in a relatively smooth, consistent
manner, yielding harmony. Formal representations of the rural are unified, overwhelming, and
hegemonic. However, the stability of the arrangement is relative given the dynamic nature of
space.
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b) Contradictory and disjointed. There is tension and contradiction between or within the
elements of rural space, but an overall coherence does hold. Thus, the differences remain
“internal to a whole” (Lefebvre, 1991 [1974]).
c) Chaotic and incoherent. There is a lack of local structured coherence brought about by more
fundamental contradictions between or within the elements of rural space. Therefore, the
elements do not internalise one another and fundamentally conflicting ruralities co-exist. In this
case, the differences “scape the system’s rule” (Lefebvre, 1991 [1974]).

2.4.

Entangled power

“Space, place and landscape – including landscapes of leisure and tourism – are not fixed but are
in a constant state of transition as a result of continuous, dialectical struggles of power and
resistance among and between the diversity of landscape providers, users and mediators“
Aitchinson 1999:29 (in Chrenka and Ira, 2011).
The notion of “entangled power” is taken from the book with the same name edited by Sharp,
Routledge, Philo and Paddison (Sharp et al., 2000). The core element is the discussion on the
geographies of power and how is power executed both in exercises of domination and
resistance. They depart from the understanding of the term power as “the ability to” from the
Latin word “potere”. Inspired by the work of Michael Foucault, power is a relational entity always
exercised in relation to the other (person/group/community) when trying to achieve a desirable
effect on the thoughts and behaviour of that other. Power is then not only repressive but also
productive (by making things happen)
Power is thought to be embedded in all short of relation and spatialised through the dominant
discourses and practices. Concretely, they propose a conceptualisation of power “as an amalgam
of forces, practices, processes and relations, all of which spin out along the precarious threads
of society and space” (Sharp et al, 2000; pg. 20). And thus, power is stablished because of the
constant negotiation between the ways people and institutions understand and practice space.
It its within spatial assemblages of multiplicity where power relations are stablished both as
means of domination and resistance as two aspects that co-constitute the other.
Therefore, it explicitly acknowledges the power relations established in the production of space
when certain forms of understanding and conceiving space aim to dominate others. Therefore,
it completes one of the major pitfalls of the triad for space of Halfacree when oversimplifying or
not directly addressing power issues (Frisvoll, 2012). Assessing the power relations integrated

11

Chapter 2: Theoretical Framework

within each category of the rural space (localities, representations, and everyday lives) and
between them may enable a more complete comprehension of the effect of certain views on
the others and the consequences of the dominant representations on the other two categories.
It will also help representing and explaining the resisting practices in terms of what are they
resisting to and what enables them to do so (power in resisting and power in dominating). In
addition, its relevance will stand out in the analysis of the coherence and dominance of certain
understanding over the others.

2.5.

Operationalization of the concepts

Table 2. Operationalisation of the research concepts.

CONCEPT(S)

VARIABLES

OPERATIONALISATION

Rural Space

Rural localities

Distinctive spatial practices of production of consumption that
shape the material space. Ex. Livestock farming, agriculture, rural
tourism.

Formal representations of
the rural space

Everyday lives on the rural

Entangled
Power

Property
Money
Regulations, legislation
and informal rules

Agency “ability to do”

Structural
Coherence

Coherence

Entangled power is expected in the tensions for the land use.
Similarly, from these tensions I may gain insights on the degree of
spatial coherence among the practices.
The way in which the rurality is framed and represented by policy
makers, land use managers and other institutions (ex. public
administration, touristic operators, farmer’s associations) and the
ways these representations signify certain practices and rural
localities.
Here, power issues may arise between the formal representations
and the practices and everyday lives in the rural as formal
institutions may enable or hinder specific localities.
Refers to the experiences of individuals and social groups in the
rural and to the values they associate with the everyday live in the
localities.
In terms of land ownership and house ownership within the study
area.
Economic capital and influence of different agents
Relates to the rules from formal institutions that apply to the area
and the development strategies that underpin them. In addition,
informal social rules may reveal interesting when they are
considered of importance for the people’s decision making.
This relates to the feeling of being able to take decisions or enact
personal motives and desires by individuals within the study area.
This is expressed in relation to the interests of the others and the
capacity to achieve your own interest.
The degree of coherence or harmony among the species of the
rural space within and between the three categories of the rural
space.
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This chapter will present all the aspects related to the research practice. The first section
explains ethical and positionality issues regarding the researcher approach to the research. The
chapter will continue with the data management process. Firstly, I will present a description of
the data collection process and selection of methods and, secondly, the data analysis process
will be detailed. Finally, the chapter closes with the description of the case study underlying the
most relevant information aboout the selected case regarding the topic of research.

3.1.

Ethics and Positionality

I got to know about the regional tension regarding industrial farming due to my interest in
conservation, sustainable food systems and social justice. Therefore, my standpoint on this issue
is that industrial animal farming affects negatively on the society, generating environmental
impacts, animal suffering and sustaining a food production system that hinders social wellbeing.
Nonetheless, the aim of this research is not to determine whether industrial farming is good or
bad, but to explore how is the rural space of Cuenca constructed through the narratives and
practice of industrial farming and those portrayed by the opponents to this practice.
Regarding ethical issues related to the research process, I would like to underline that I asked
for consent verbally before every interview, explained the aims of this study and gave my
personal contact to all the participants. They were all invited to contact me back in case they
wanted to modify or erase their participation in the research. Further, even if most of the
participants did not mind keeping their names in the interview transcripts and report, I preferred
to use the label Informant in the quotations along the text to avoid possible conflicts.
I was born and raised in Madrid city, studied a university degree, and moved to Wageningen to
continue my education with this master programme. Therefore, my profile is not average in the
area of this study nor of the Spanish context. I consider myself among the privilege people who
can afford continuing the studies until this level and with an international career. This may entail
some implications for the research and with the participants.
Even if I am focusing my professional career in rural studies, many of the struggles, perceptions,
values, and motivations of the research participants are not familiar to me. Therefore, even if I
tried my best to be loyal to the emphasis and words of the participants, this could lead to bias
in the interview design and in the interpretation of the observations and interviews.
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Regarding my position as a master student coming from The Netherlands to the rural areas of
Cuenca, I find fair to address issues of accountability. Linking this with my first words of this
section, and in line with other scholars (Kelly-Reif and Wing, 2016), I consider and wish this
research could raise awareness on the expansion of industrial animal farm in low populated
areas of Spain and give academic support to the discussion. This may legitimise the cause of
those standing against industrial farming by giving evidence on the implications of such activity
– as many others – on the lives in the rural areas.

3.2.

Data collection

This research takes a qualitative approach through the exploration of a case study. Taking a
qualitative approach means embracing the existance of multiple realities both among the
researchers and among the participants. In fact, qualitative interpretive research aims at
reporting these multiple realities (Creswell, 2013) so this research does regarding the social
construction of the rural space.
To overcome issues of validity related to interpretive research, this research relies on multiple
methods to increase the validity of the findings through triangulation (Silverman, 2011; table 4).
More precisely, the data collection of this research comprises literature review and text analysis
, participant observation, and semi-structured interviews.

3.2.1. Literature review
The analysis of texts present the benefit of providing accesible information without acess or
ethical constrains (Silverman, 2011). The literature review served for two purposes in this
research. A pre-fieldwork data gathering through scientific literature and mass media blog
entries helped to frame the problem of this research and the selection of the case study. In
addition, it helped to identify the target group of participants. Secondly, an important volumen
of media entries, policies, and reports from the administration, integrated companies and civic
organisations was a relevant part of the data collection.
Here, following the constructivist tradition, texts does not hold any truth value (Silverman,
2011), but serve to represent different realities and how they aim to be portrayed as true. The
aim of this literature review is to gather information about the “formal representations of the
rural space” and the regulation on the practices of production and consumption linked to the
category of “rural localities”.
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This research includes the analysis of policy documents and reports such as national and regional
plans and strategies regarding rural development and livestock farming. In addition, municipal
rules and plans regarding industrial farming and other practices of relevance were revised.
Besides, I read documents from other institutions such as local civil organisations, Pueblos Vivos
Cuenca, or farming associations.
Additionally, newspaper articles were analysed to asses the the media discourses about this
topic and to access interviews with actors of interest for the research purposes but that were
not reachable during fieldwork. In this sense, more than 50 newspaper articles and media blog
entries were analysed. Table 3 shows the list of sources and the number of documents revised.

Table 3. List of text sources.

Information source
Specific documents
‐ Industrial animal farm Environmental
Impact Assessments
‐ Reports of Farm Projects approval
‐ Municipal norms and regulations
‐ Posts from the website of civil
movements
‐ Open letters from the local
associations
‐ Reports from civil organisations and
NGO’S
‐ Media news in local and national
newspapers
‐ Interviews to representatives of animal
product companies
‐ Interviews to members of the local
associations
‐ Interviews to farm promotors

Number of documents
2
2
4
15
2
3
50
2
4
1

Websites

Links

‐

Websites of the companies

‐

Websites of civil organisations

‐

Farmer organisation’s websites

https://www.incarlopsa.es/
https://www.rujamar.com/
https://interporc.com/
https://pueblosvivoscuenca.es/
https://stopganaderiaindustrial.org/
https://www.asaja.com/publicaciones/
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3.2.2. Participant Observation
Participants observation allows using the five senses in the data collection to get involved in that
that the researcher is observing (Creswell, 2013). As an “observer as participant” (Creswell,
2013), I could experience the fieldwork extracting data from my personal perception of the
pohenomena I was observing, being it about informal conversations in the bar, or the physiscal
aspects of specific features of the area (an industrial farm, plots to be converted into farms,
other land uses) and of the local landscape as a whole.
My data collection started the 14th of November when I travelled to the city of Cuenca to join
the demontration organised by Pueblos Vivos (figure 1). The aim of the demostration was to
denounce abd call the attention towards the blossom of industrial farms - macrogranjas – in
rural municipalities of the province. I joined the demostration and, at the end of it, I stablished
the first contact with the organisation and got access to members of it from different
municipalities.

Figure 1. Demonstration in Cuenca against the macrogranjas the 14th of November. Start of the fieldwork

Besides the day of the demonstration, I moved to the field in four occasions to spend between
three and four days in the study area visiting four municipalities. The goal was to explore the
everyday life in the rural setting and be aware of the mundane dynamics. In addition, I
considered these trips of great importance for the engagement of the partiipants, for gaining
access to local participants who would not have been reached otherwise, and to walk around
the area to know it first hand. Images from the visits to the field are available in Annex 1.
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3.2.3. Semi-structured interviews
Semi-structured interviews was the selected format because it allows open responses in a
partially organised format (Petrescu et al., 2021). In order to guarantee that all the aspects of
this research were covered by the interviews, I first elaborated an interview plan (Annex 3). This
way, although leaving the responses open and the conversation flow loose, I could keep track
on the issues that need to be addressed in each interview.
I followed a purposive sampling at the beguining to contact the most relevant stakeholders or
at least, those that are approachable before landing in the field. Once the first informatns were
interviewed and I got to know more the field, a snow-ball sampling was used to continue
increasing the number of participants until the information gathered started being repetitive
and the fieldwork period was reaching its end.
For this research, 15 interviews were conducted to members of civil organisations like Pueblos
Vivos Cuenca or the local association that was fighting against the industrial farming, members
of the municipal administration and from political parties in the opposition, extensive livestock
farmers and owners of touristic enterprises all living within the area of study (see Annex 2 for a
detailed list of participants). All the interviews were recorded and transcribed following a mix of
selective and verbatim styles. Normally, pauses or external factors happening during the
interview were not reflected in the transcription, but expressions of emphasis, laugh or
outstanding verbal entonation expressing more or less intensity were included.

3.3.

Data analysis

I used Atlas.ti to manage and analyse the interview transcripts and the reports and documents
used for the literature review. With data management I refer to the classification of the texts as
interview transcripts, newspaper articles or othe reports. Data analysis includes the coding, re
coding and selection of quotes.
The data analysis begun with a list of pre-defined codes mainly based on the concepts of the
theoretical framework but also inspired by the insights from the fieldwork. This way, coding
links data to my research ideas and concepts. But coding is a cyclical act (Saldana, 2021), and so
the first attempt to coding is not fully succesful. In this research I have recoded, merged and
grouped codes more than once until I got a coding structure that I considered functional and
effective for the analysis. The resulting number of codes and subcodes was eight codes and 20
subcodes (table 4). Therefore, coding was both an inductive and deductive excersice starting

17

Chapter 3: Methodology

with my assumptions from the theoretical framework and reelaborating after reading the
interviews and finding relationships between discursive elements.

Table 2. List of codes
GROUPS

THREEFOLD MODEL

Codes

Rural

Formal

Localities

representations

ENTANGLED POWER
Everydaylives

Structural

Agency

Property

Labour

coherence

Rules
and
norms

Subcodes

Industrial

MN formal

Social

farm

representations

relations

Coherence

Entangled
politics

Property

Labour

Rules
and
norms

Organic

MS formal

agriculture

representations

Other

Environment

Entangled
relations

Pollution

Exogenous

alternative

actant’s

practices

agency

Place-

Hollowed-out

Local

based

Spain

agency

practices
RemoteSmart
working
Rural
Tourism

3.4.

Case Study

Although the research aims to discuss about a process that is happening in a wide area of the
Spanish rurality, it focusses on the province of Cuenca. For the aim of the research I selected
four municipalities for my fieldwork visits, Cañete, Cardenete, San Clemente and Villalba de la
Sierra, all of them affected by the process of industrial farming. The province is in the region of
Castilla La Mancha, located in the central-eastern Spain (figure 2).
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Figure 2. Map of the case study

Cuenca is one of the three provinces with lowest population density in the country. The province
is part of the emptied Spain and together with the province of Soria and Teruel, they comprise
what is called the Spanish Lapland (Pinilla and Sáez, 2017). As for other areas of the rural Spain,
a great exodus took place in the region during the decades of 1960 and 1970 (INE, 2021), and
although with lesser intensity, since then the population have kept diminishing until these days
(figure 3). In 2021, the population in Cuenca was of 195516 inhabitants (INE, 2022a). As for the
rest of the emptied Spain, the population loss was mostly triggered by the afore mentioned
processes of rural deagrarisation and agrarian concentration, together with the urban
modernisation.
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Figure 3. Population in the province of Cuenca since 2012. Source: INE - National Statistics Institute of Spain
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The studied area is composed on one side by the geographical regions of La Mancha and La
Alcarria, characterised by smooth landscapes with cereal plains, and La Serranía, which is
mountainous and rugged. The altitudes range goes from 700 metres to 1864 metres at its
highest peak. The climate is Continental-Mediterranean, with high temperature contrast
between summer and winter and between days and nights. Precipitations are mostly
concentrated during the winter months, but storms can also occur during summer, so the
pastures are available for grazing all along the year. In addition, due to the high altitude, it can
freeze until late spring, which carries important consequences for the local agriculture.
Therefore, the agriculture of the region was for subsistence based on sheep extensive farming,
fruit trees and familiar agriculture of vegetables. In this context, the region was not target of the
first waves of agrarian intensification, mostly focus on cereal and agricultural products.
Nonetheless, the general intensification affected the survival of systems that were less
productive like the ones of this area, thus leading to a drop in the agrarian practice. In addition,
the industrialisation of urban settlements of the eastern coast, such as Valencia, Alicante or
Barcelona, as well as of the metropolitan area of Madrid, triggered a mass migration to these
industrial poles.
Since the entrance of Spain to the EU, several LEADER projects have fostered the diversification
of the local economies towards the touristic-recreational sector (Aparicio Guerrero, 2004) in
order to dynamize the hampered local economies. Indeed, the touristic establishments of the
province of Cuenca increased a 43% from 2007 to 2011 (Eurostat, 2022). Consequently,
nowadays the local economies are diversified with a growing service-oriented economy,
agricultural and livestock farming activities and construction, being most of the industries
localised in the city of Cuenca, the capital of the province. Overall, for the province of Cuenca,
the occupancy rate is of 17% for the primary sector, 14% for industry, 9% for construction and
59% dedicated to the service sector (INE, 2022b).
Tourism growing industry is based in two pillars. On one hand the towns of the region often host
cultural heritage in the shape of both Muslim and Romanic architecture. On the other hand, in
the Serranía, the mountainous landscapes of the area and its water streams offer wide range of
activities for recreational and rural tourism. Its relief is broken by several streams and canyons
with singular karstic geological shapes, typical from calcarean regions. The vegetation is
dominated by big surfaces of pine forest, holm oaks and juniper trees together with riparian
vegetation of birches and willows. In addition, a big diversity of aromatic species, such as
rosemary, thyme, lavender, or rockrose among others, cover the ground. Due to the forested
ecosystem, hunting has been and is still today an important activity in the region. The main
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species are red deer, roar deer and wild board, sharing habitats with vultures and other birds of
prey. However, although boxed in farm buildings, recently a new species is becoming dominant
in number, the pig.
The study area is no stranger to the afore-mentioned blossom of industrial livestock farming. In
the region of Castilla La Mancha, this process is especially relevant for pig farming (Sánchez,
2021). In fact, pig industry has grown significantly during the last 20 years, and more intensely
during the last ten years (figure 4). The intensification of pig production follows the scheme of
industrial livestock farming described by Magdoff, Foster and Buttel (2000) in which ownership
is concentrated in food larger corporations with the goal of producing big quantities of food with
low cost.
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Figure 4. Pig farming evolution in the region of Castilla La Mancha. Source: Sanchez (2021)

Although the sources differ, according to the census elaborated by the civil organisation Pueblos
Vivos Cuenca – Alive Towns --, in the province of Cuenca there are more than 70 industrial farms
with more than 2.000 animals up to 35.715 (Pueblos Vivos, 2022) while Sanchez (2021) points
53 industrial farms with a total of 352.695 pigs in 2019. The sprawl of this farming system has
generated tensions and contestation in the localities where it arrived or was planned due to the
environmental and social impacts associated with these practices. In the region of Cuenca, the
platform Pueblos Vivos comprises around 15 civil organisations from different municipalities
that fight against the establishment of this practice in the region. Therefore, the study case
represents a rural space in contestation between different views on the role these areas must
play and the practices that should be performed.
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Along this chapter I will present the results of the research findings and insights from the field.
The chapter begins with a brief section about the situation I found in Cuenca regarding the
industrial animal farming blossom (section 4.1). This section will help understand the content of
the rest of the chapter. Right after, I will present the different species of the rural space that
were found in the rural space of Cuenca describing their narratives and values (section 4.2). This
way, I will show how different representations portray a different construct of the rural Cuenca.
This will be followed by a description of the power relations established between agents who
hold different understandings of the rural Cuenca and the ways they enact their power (section
4.3). Then, the effects of the power relations on the rural space’s triad will be presented showing
how power is materialised and spatialised in the field (section 4.4). Finally, a brief synthesis of
the results will close the chapter (section 4.5).

4.1 Current situation in the field
My first contact with the field was the 14th of November 2021 in a demonstration against
industrial farming organised by the provincial civil platform Pueblos Vivos Cuenca in the capital
city of the province, Cuenca (figure 5). The fact that this was my first contact with the field is not
coincidence, as it was the current momentum of social contestation what called my attention
towards the research topic. Since 2017, the number of industrial animal farming projects arriving
to the province increased significantly, triggering responses of part of the local society who
perceived this practice as a threat for the life in their towns. Consequently, local associations
started to emerge within the localities affected by this phenomenon and joined in 2017 creating
a provincial platform called Pueblos Vivos Cuenca – Cuenca Alive Towns (Pueblos Vivos, 2022a).
The main arguments of this platform against industrial animal farming are the environmental
impacts in the region and risks for the human health of those who live near the farms.
The industrial animal farming works in an integrated scheme in which many farms producing
animals are owned by a single company that also owns the slaughterhouse and the
transformation industry. These companies are commonly called integradoras – integrators –
because all the farms are integrated in the big company. Companies provide the farms with all
the inputs (animals, veterinary service, medicines and feed) and buy all the production. The main
company operating in the area is Incarlopsa S.A. It is a company specialised in pig meat products
with the headquarters in the province of Cuenca. Their sales are split between Mercadona, one
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of the biggest national food suppliers, and export markets specially in China, EEUU and France.
The exportation is a growing market for Incarlopsa, while in 2019 they bought a 67% of
Acornseekers, a food supplier from EEUU, and the sales in China keep increasing. During the last
years, the company revenues have constantly grown reaching 882.6 million euros in 2020, what
represents almost a 2% of the regional Gross Domestic Product of Castilla La Mancha
(Incarlopsa, 2021). Although the pig industry is the dominant one in the area, this research aims
at addressing the effects of industrial animal farming as large-scale animal production regardless
the animal type. Therefore, another actor that needs to be included is Rujamar S.L, the biggest
national poultry producer, which is also based in the province of Cuenca. Among their plans, the
company has started a project to build one of the biggest poultry farms of Europe with 1.380.000
laying hens in the municipality of San Clemente, province of Cuenca.
Besides, in their claims, Pueblos Vivos target the regional administration of Castilla La Mancha
as they are the institution assessing and approving the industrial farm projects. Therefore, the
regional administration is facilitating the activity of these companies to produce large scale
animal meat in the region and, specifically, in the province of Cuenca. Summing up the
arguments of Pueblos Vivos, they posted on their website that “we do not want our water, land
and air to be poisoned for the economic benefit of a few” (Pueblos Vivos, 2022b) underlying the
opposition to the integrator companies and the regional administration facilitating the spread
of industrial farms.

Figure 5. Demonstration against industrial animal farming in Cuenca. November 2021.
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4.2 Two Species of the Rural Space. Macrogranjas Sí vs Macrogranjas No
In the current situation of the rural space of Cuenca, there are two different constructs of the
rural space. To facilitate the description of each of them and the analysis of what they entail in
terms of the construction of rural localities, formal discourses and informal and everyday
narratives, I will refer to them as two “species”, Macrogranjas Sí (MS) and Macrogranjas No
(MN). The use of the term “species” comes from the way Halfacree refers to the diversity of
rural spaces produced in the scenarios presented in Halfacree (2006). Secondly, I decided to use
the term macrogranja to label the two species as this is the way civil movements have termed
the industrial animal farms in Spain. Therefore, I consider that suits the name for the two species
of the rural space as the term itself includes the political and social contestation around the issue
with industrial animal farming.
Departing from different representations of the area, on one hand the MS understanding
advocates for the benefits industrial farming can bring into the localities while, on the other
hand, the MN understanding portrays a rejection against that system and promotes place-based
solutions for the localities. The results show how the two species not only base the rural locality
on different practices but entail different representations of the rural space and the values
attached to them as well as to the everyday lives in it (see table 4). Along the coming subsections,
the ways MN and MS species portray the elements of the table will be described.
For the aim of the research, the institutions and data sources of formal representations has been
separated according to the understanding of the rural space they support. MS institutions
include the farm promotors and integrated animal meat companies through the Environmental
Impact Assessments of the farms, the posts of their websites and interviews in regional and
national media. In addition, policies and discourses from politicians supporting industrial animal
farming have been analysed. The regional public administration has been the focus for MS policy
review and political performance as is at that level where the Environmental Impact
Assessments are approved, and the permissions are given. Finally, national pacts and policies,
as well as narratives from national farmer associations complete the institutions and sources of
the formal discourses for MS. On the other hand, media news including interviews to MN
supporters or MN narratives, and post of organisations that are openly against industrial animal
farming – specially from Pueblos Vivos Cuenca but not only -- belong to the formal
representations of MN. In addition, municipal norms to control industrial farming or to promote
place-based activities were included in this group.
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Table 3. Synthesis of the results regarding the three aspects of the threefold model.

Macrogranjas Sí (MS)
Rural Localities

Formal
Representations

Everyday Lives

Industrial Farming:
- Pork meat mass production
- Eggs mass production
- Transport and transit
- Customers of local restaurants
- Farm maintenance
- Conventional agriculture
Large scale value chain
‐ Animals breeded elsewhere
‐ Imported animal feed
‐ Big food retailers
‐ Exogenous capital
‐
‐
‐
‐

‐
‐
‐
‐
‐
‐

•

Macrogranjas No (MN)
Place-based activities:
‐ Rural tourism and recreation
‐ Cultural heritage
‐ Extensive livestock farming
‐ Pine resin
‐ Organic agriculture
‐ Small scale agriculture
‐ Beekeeping
‐ Geographical Indicators
Short value chains
‐ Rustic and autochthonous animal breeds
‐ Small stores for local products
‐ Local capital

The social context is weak
Few people and aged. Empty
Lack of capacity to thrive
Land valued for its economic
profitability: abandoned land
has no value

‐
‐

Industrial farming is farming
Struggle to find development
opportunities
The value of a local job
opportunity
The land as productive element
Human – centred view of the
rural space
Tensions with the “ecologists”
and locals supporting MN

‐
‐

‐
‐

‐
‐
‐
‐

The localities are inhabited
Few people but with rights and capacity to
act
Great natural resources to develop
practices and activities based on them
Land valued by its multiple benefits, not
only profitability
Industrial farming is an industry
Smell and water pollution are associated
with industrial farming
Local natural resources are of great value
Many things to be done but need of
collaboration
Non-humans included in the rural space
Tensions with local promotors and with
neighbours supporting MS

Bright solutions with muddy outcomes

The production of space is inscribed and materialised through practices, and thus the section
departs from the main practice of contestation in the field, industrial animal farming. MS
narrative puts industrial animal farming at the core of the localities. This farming system has a
very concrete functioning with the goal of maximising animal food products to be sold in large
value chains. Often, farm promotors, and farmer associations underline the function of the
localities as food suppliers for the rest of the society. In fact, in an interview from last year, the
promotor of a farm in a locality of the area highlighted the importance of big scale animal
farming providing affordable food for the Spanish population (Datadista, 2021). Therefore, the
alignment of formal discourses with the materialisation of these industries in many localities
constructs a rural space of Cuenca based on its role as animal supplier. According to formal
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representations, the productive rural Cuenca is important for whole society in their access to
animal products, but also and specially, for the wealth of these specific localities. In the
Environmental Impact Assessment, the promotor of the farm in Cañete outlined that “it will
generate a - single - job opportunity, […] enhance the local domestic income by producing a basic
food (pork meat) and organic fertilizer to be used in the area, and will trigger supplementary
transactions and job opportunities due to the increased transit (for farm related transportation)
and farm maintenance”. This statement represents the central role farm promotors give to
industrial farming in shaping the rural localities. This idea is also shared in the everyday
discourses among some inhabitants who agree that “... It's a wheel. I think it works” (Informant
12). Industrial farming is then a practice that bring employment and investment to the localities
while directly addressing the depopulation crisis. In this regard, Interporc. S.L., one of the biggest
pork meat producers, posted already in 2020 that 50% of the pork industries in Castilla La
Mancha are placed in municipalities with less than 5000 inhabitants, and so, “the industry is a
major player against depopulation, generating employment, richness and infrastructure”
(Interporc, 2020). Within MS narratives and representations, the rural Cuenca is in a desperate
situation to generate employment to address the depopulation issue. Nonetheless, according to
MS narratives, the solution comes from abroad. The integrated companies inject capital in the
localities to facilitate the construction and functioning of and industrial farm that will
automatically generate some employment and economic activity in a desperate context. This
idea of the rural space of Cuenca is as well embedded in local narratives supporting MS following
the reasoning that “this is a constant loss of population… and I don't know whether it – the
industrial farm -- could have generated more. I mean, it hasn't happened, I can't tell you, but it's
true that everyone is clinging on... that we won't die. And we don't see it as a danger, but as an
opportunity, so to speak” (Informant 9). Thus, is the representation of the area as poor,
depopulated and desperate gives value to the blossom of industrial animal farming both from
the formal representations and within everyday narratives.
Pueblos Vivos, the main institution supporting MN in the area, also considers that the MS
representation of the rural space of Cuenca as inhabited and helpless is the main cause why
industrial animal farming looks at this area. However, Pueblos Vivos points to other reasons
rather than the aim for revitalisation stated by MS actors. People promoting MN consider that
integrated companies are looking to these places not because of the benefits they will bring, but
because they expect little contestation from the civil society in places with few and aged people.
In opposition to the representation of the emptied Spain of MS narratives, MN representation
of the area claim that there are people dwelling the rural Cuenca as active citizens. As an
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interviewee pointed out, “yes, they (MS) are looking for old and empty places. Their allegations
indicate it: "but if there are few people, if it affects very few people...". Well, but we are also
citizens, aren't we? We are not second-class citizens” (Informant 13). The rural space of Cuenca,
regardless the low population, is still inhabited and so, they have the right to decide on the
development of the area. For this reason, MN position themselves against MS because of the
important environmental and social consequences of industrial farming in the localities and
thus, for their inhabitants.
The environmental consequences are mostly related to the amount of manure the animals
produce and the fact of having thousands of animals in localities of hundreds of people.
Normally, MN proponents underline the potential water pollution associated with industrial
farming and the effects on the everyday lives of the smell produced by the farms. Indeed, the
smell is the first thing to be noticed when a farm is implemented, and its impacts go beyond the
discomfort, playing an important role on the production of the space. In this regard, an
interviewee stated, “It would be a pity that Cañete stopped smelling as Cañete”(Informant 15)
and thus removing an important element of the everyday experience and of the ideational space
of the locality. Responding to this argument, another farm promotor, underlined again the
employment argument affirming in an interview “that the citizens are bothered by the smells?
Well, I think it's fine for them to complain if it bothers them a little. I apologise, but this is my job
and my family's life. And of many other people who are behind all this.” (Datadista, 2021).
However, in the long term the main risk is the water pollution associated to the overuse of
manure produced in the farms for agricultural fertilization in local fields, and to the storage of
the manure in pools. The impact of the first is slow onset as is the continuous use of it what may
increase the nitrogen values of the water and other components such as antibiotics. Indeed, MN
representatives point to the lack of control systems of the use of fertilizers and the difficulties
to trace the nitrogen lixiviates. Secondly, the accumulation of manure in pools entails important
risks associated to loses of manure if the pool surface has cracks. These can be small cracks that
release little but constant influx of manure to the soil and that are difficult to identify, or big
cracks with important loses of manure and thus causing environmental disasters in the
surroundings. The last can also occur with unpredicted storms that overload the capacity of the
pools. These impacts of industrial animal farming underline the motivations of MN narratives to
be active in this trial by space, affecting all the aspects of the rural space. Summing up the
aforementioned information, a local inhabitant active in Pueblos Vivos summarised that
“Actually the only thing that is going to hurt us in the short term are the smells. That's the first
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thing. In the long term we have to look at the aquifers, the animals, the land, pollution,
population decline, decline in active tourism, and so on” (Informant 6).
•

Consuming the rural or Consuming rural

Besides the positive arguments MS actors portray to justify the industrial animal farming
blossom in the rural space if Cuenca, MN supporters consider that the real benefits do not stay
in the localities. In this sense, also the economic benefits MS supporters associate with the
creation of a new farm in the localities, does not justify supporting MS understanding. For MN
actors, the employment and profits for the locality are miserable, as “when they talk about
macro farms, they often talk about it generating or bringing jobs, wealth and so on. It doesn't
bring. It carries. It carries money and wealth to the rich. In our case, to Incarlopsa in Tarancón,
while the farmers are the lumpen proletariat” (Informant 2). With this the interviewee also
pointed the little agency local farmers hold on their farms and the production, as they are just
an element of the integrated animal chain who depends on the inputs from the company and
needs to achieve the production demands. The same interviewee pointed that “they (farmers)
have to expand because if they don't, they don't earn because the margins are getting smaller
and smaller […] as they are at the expense of what the big integrators say” and the prices they
put (Informant 2). On the need to expand and increase the intensification and specialisation of
animal farming, an owner of one of these farms in the region, mentioned in an interview that
currently, farms need to be intensive and industrial to survive in a highly competitive global
market (Datadista, 2021). For this farmer, in the current times only producing under industrial
systems is feasible to make a living out of livestock farming. MS supporters like this farmer,
defend their position stating that “if there are people who does not want farms in Spain, they
are in their right, but what about those who want them? What about the ones who want to
work?” (Datadista, 2021).
Representatives of MN consider that industrial farming consumes the towns also in terms of
natural resources. Although the feed come from abroad, and the animals do not exit the farm
buildings, industrial animal farm demands big quantities of clean water. The use of water is often
justified by MS supporters as there is no other activity making use of it anymore, so they don’t
see the reason of stopping an activity when there is nothing else going on in the localities. As an
interviewee said about the feeling among some locals when an industrial farm was planned in
her town, “everyone said, well, the river basin is lost because as we have spoken, there is nothing
here, so if they need water, why can't we give it to them? If a family [would have an occupation]”
(Informant 9). Conversely, for MN adherents the use of water for animal industry is excessive
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and overexploits the already threatened underwater reserves. They normally compare the
water use of the local inhabitants with the use of the farms, stating that the localities are feeding
more the pigs than the humans. Therefore, they conclude that the benefits and main profits
finish outside the localities, remaining only manure and pollution in the localities.
Publications and posts from Pueblos Vivos, and the associations that conform it, represent the
area as rich in natural resources. A good example of this was the Christmas carol of Pueblos Vivos
affirming “Merry Christmas and may no one take away the natural purity of the villages of
Cuenca” (Pueblos Vivos, 2021). The mountainous environment host large patches of forests,
pastures, and water streams that MN proponents believe offer interesting opportunities for
place-based practices. In addition, they highlight the cultural-historic value of the Romanic and
Arab architecture of many of these towns. Here, based on the natural, cultural and historical
assets, MN representations underline the potential of recreational-rural tourism for generating
employment and local livelihoods. On the contrary, some MS supporters from the localities
pointed at how tourism has not given the supposed benefits in the localities, as people only
come to visit and leave while employment is often for foreigners who are willing to work at
restaurants and hotels. In addition, practices that sustainably extract and transform the local
natural resources are performed and proposed by MN narratives. Indeed, they build upon
innovating traditional activities such as pine-resin extraction, beekeeping or extensive livestock
farming for meat and cheese production. Moreover, the quality label “Lamb from the Serranía”
was launched two years ago with the support of the regional administration to add value to the
local sheep meat. For MN adherents, the development of these kind of schemes is important to
support livelihoods based on extensive livestock farming and other local products. Besides
primary sector activities, narratives from MN organisations point to the potential of rural areas
to host urban dwellers who aim to move to a setting where they can be closer to nature and
living in a healthier and more peaceful environment. Smart working and second residences exist
as practices to be included and promoted in the rural localities. One of the interviewees
underlined the synergies between these practices and the importance of the rural locality
supported by MN “so that allows people to come and enjoy, and even want to stay and live here.
Here we have optical fibre already, so is a big advantage for people who want to do smart
working. If you want to work in an environment where it is harmonious, where the fields are
dedicated to cultivation, where there is livestock in the mountains, where there is natural
exploitation of, for example, pine resin” (Informant 2). In this sense, MN adherents confront MS
supporters because they consider their representation of the area hinders the commodification
of the rural area as place of nature recreation and connectedness by making meaningful an
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industry with negative connotations for the environment. Overall, MN discourses represent the
rural Cuenca as a space for producing quality goods rather than mass production of low-quality
unsustainable products, where a healthy live in contact with nature can be enjoyed.
•

Rural live. Health and nature

The life in the rural Cuenca is also in contestation between diverse meanings attached to the
land and the rural space. Their contestation affects the everyday relationships in the localities.
For people promoting MN, the area, although partly abandoned, is a space of great value with
possibilities to generate richness building upon the natural assets and their conservation. This
feeling is shared by the civil organisations and by inhabitants who enjoy living closer to nature
in the everyday basis. To MN narrative, the starry sky, the beauty of the mountainous landscape
in the Serranía, and the clean rivers are some of the main characteristics of the life in the rural
Cuenca. In fact, an interview pointed that “because the skies are wonderful and for being in
contact with nature. […], led me to return to this place, to this rural environment” (Informant 1),
outlining the intangible values of the locality and attaching them as co-constituents of the rural
space. Conversely, although MS locals also consider relevant the quality of the natural
environment for their wellbeing in the localities, the abandoned land –thus not used for good
production -- does not hold any value. An interviewee stated that “right now the only thing the
river basin it is used for, are the four vegetable gardens that are planted by people who do not
work, and people who are going to walk. We don't have..., we don't give it value” (Informant 9)
pointing out the link between economic profit and value for the land. In words of the same
interviewee, a land that is not producing profit is a “lost value”: “We would have a lot, but we
have nothing because we have a wonderful countryside that is totally lost because people don't
want to farm” (Informant 9). Although these words do not justify or support explicitly industrial
farming, they represent the need of making land productive for MS proponents. Therefore, this
narrative is highly intertwined with the formal representations of the MS institutions that
consider industrial farming a practice that gives value to the rural localities. In this sense, not
only the companies attach value to industrial animal farming, but also the everyday narratives
and imaginary of MS proponents. Moreover, this is supported and legitimised by the regional
administration when approving most of the industrial farm projects that are submitted.
The rural space is also a space for healthy living, not only because the contact with nature, but
also because the quality of the water or the quality of the social interactions. Locals supporting
MN position underline how industrial farming is affecting what they gave for granted and what
they were looking for in the rural localities of Cuenca. For an interviewee, “the industrial farm
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would make the village no longer the "healthy option" because it brings other risks that do not
benefit you” (Informant 3). Indeed, many interviewees supporting MN highlighted the fact that
industrial farming would push locals out of their towns and hinder the arrival of newcomers due
to the impacts on the everyday live linked to that activity. In this regard, and upset interviewee
directly described the impact on their live as: “so, our day-to-day life is affected. It is affected
above all by this water pollution, which in some cases is already very polluted and so, we are at
the limit. And of course, what does this mean? Well, nobody wants to live in a place where I can't
open the window or turn on the tap. […] The people who can, are already leaving because in the
end their health is also at stake, the health of their children; and those who can't, stay and drink
shit, which is how many of us are”(Informant 13). Conversely, MS narrative normally trust in the
safety of the farm installations in first place and does not give too much importance to the smell
impact – as they consider it as natural in the rural setting – nor to the impact on the water. For
the second, MS adherents normally assume that when things are done properly and following
the rules, there will not be environmental impacts.
The MN position clearly state healthy life and industrial farming cannot coexist, concluding that
MS understanding constructs a rural space for pigs rather than for humans. The social
polarisation within the rural communities is an effect that has already arrived at the everyday
lives in these towns. This issue was mentioned in all the interviews as an effect on the everyday
lives of the “issue with the industrial farming” to the extent that for an interviewee “that's for
me the most important thing, and also has generated wounds that are not going to heal for a
long time” (Informant 9).

4.3 Enacting Power
“This is a David versus Goliath struggle. In other words, the means that the integrators and the
Junta de Comunidades and the municipalities that support the macro farms have, are infinitely
greater than the media impact that we can have, right?” Informant 6. 11/2021
Along this section I will explain how is power stablished among the main agents involved in the
production of the rural space of Cuenca. In order to give to this entanglement an order for the
shake of clarity, I will follow the process in which a company establishes a new farm in a locality.
Beginning from the establishment of power relationships between the company and the locality,
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along the section the power entanglement will zoom out from the localities towards the region
and the relationship between the regional administration and the companies.
The whole power entanglement is represented in the power diagram in Figure 6. In the diagram,
the blue square represents the locality as a whole including all local agents (in yellow circles the
population positioned in MN and MN and in the blue square the local administration). The
arrows indicate power relations and their thickness indicates the intensity of the power relation.
Moreover, the colour of the arrows represents if power is established from MN agents to MS
(red arrows) or the other way around (blue arrows). The text indicates the form power is
articulated and enacted.

Figure 6. Power diagram of the trial by space in the rural Cuenca

Due to the complexity of the figure, along the coming subsections the power diagram will be
further explained, and the ways power is established and enacted by the different agents will
be detailed. The first subsection will address power issues between the integrated company and
the localities. The second subsection will include the role of Pueblos Vivos as MN main
representative, and how they establish power towards the locality, the reginal administration,
and the companies. To finish with the explanation of the diagram, the third subsection will
describe how is power established and exercised between the local administration, the regional
administration and the companies.
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4.3.2 Pulling the threat at the localities
To begin with the contact between the companies and the locality, this section addresses the
establishment of power relations between the company and locals and the company and the
local administration (figure 7). Companies enact power in the localities based on their capital by
facilitating and managing all the inputs of the farms and through the creation of employment
(arrow 1). Within the localities, MN and MS locals will establish power relationships in everyday
interactions and settings when there is social division within the community (arrow 2). These
relations can be very strong as they entail familiar and friendship ties. Finally, the local
administration may take one position according to its own political interests and to the interests
of the local voters (arrow 3). However, their capacity to influence the realisation of the industrial
farm is very limited (arrow 4). From now on, all these points will be developed following the
same order.

Figure 7. Diagram representation of the established power between the locality and the integrated
companies

The first contact is between the company and the locality (the blue box in the diagram). The
contact can be whether from the company to the local administration, or from a landowner who
is interested in starting an industrial farm or in selling the land for this purpose. In the second
case, we will assume that both the company and the landowner belong to MS. They will share
the narratives on the benefits this practice will bring to the locality as a mean to impose their
understanding of the rural space. The company owns enough capital to facilitate the process,
providing the animals, feed and all services related to the farming activity. Thus, they make it
feasible if the owner agrees and there are not regulations or norms hindering the arrival of such
industry to the locality. Therefore, company enacts power in the form of capital investment in
the locality. In addition, the opening of a farm automatically generates at least one job position
in the locality. These two arguments – capital and employment – are relevant for the localities
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in the current times. Moreover, in the rural space of Cuenca, the representations of MS
presented in the previous section, signify these needs in the localities. Thus, these arguments
have great influence among local inhabitants and administrations in search of opportunities for
their towns.
The arguments are not only expressed by the company and the people in favour, but have been
also shared by farmer organisations and media who belong to MS. This triggers the contact from
local landowners to the companies aiming at making profit from their lands and/or looking for
opportunities to make a livelihood out of industrial farming. This leads us to the influence of the
origin of the landowner and promotor of the farm. In those cases where the promotor was not
living in the locality, the local inhabitants are more likely to be all against the development of
the industrial farming activity. This is, for example, the case of Villalba de la Sierra, where all the
inhabitants joined the local association to protest against the industrial farm. Conversely, for
those cases where the promotor is from the locality, the situation often is more complicated. In
these cases, social polarisation in the localities triggers conflicts between locals. As mentioned
before, the employment is a strong argument in these rural settings. Thus, when a local will be
employed and run a farm, those who are friends or family normally support the activity and put
pressure on the neighbours who are against the industrial farm. Normally MS local narratives
base their arguments on the need and right of working opportunities for locals. As a
representative of MN expressed about their struggles to convince other locals about their
position, “people have the idea that we have gone against workers who wanted to set up a
business. And a lot of the time it's because of family loyalty. I mean, this is my friend, or my family
talks to this one and I don't want to be in a bad way with them, so I defend them” (Informant 2).
Conversely, MN locals enact resistance organising in local platforms to raise awareness in the
locality and join the regional platform, Pueblos Vivos.
The position of the local administration is linked to several forms of power. On one side, the
local administration may position within MS or MN according to different motivations. To keep
it within the localities, I will start with the relationship between locals and the local
administration. In these localities, local inhabitants have personal relationship with those
managing the local administration. Their kids go to the same school, they gather in the same
few bars of the towns, meet in the local stores and walking in the streets. Therefore, these
personal ties may influence the position of the local administration towards MS or MN species.
Beyond the personal relational commitments, local inhabitants enact power on the local
administration as they are the voters and thus, the administration will rarely support the
position of the minority. Besides, the local administration depends on the political strategy of
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the regional administration, especially when the governing party is the same. Summing up some
of the afore mentioned aspects, an interviewee stated that “here in this village we (MN locals)
haven't been able to convince many people because the promoters are from the village. There is
an integrator company behind them who is pushing them, and I'm afraid that a politician from
the PSOE, who is from here, was also pushing them to do it” (Informant 2).
The political arena is thus a key element on the trial by space. For this reason, some local
associations started to create or join local political parties to improve their access to decision
making processes and to be better informed on how local administration reacts to the arrival of
an industrial farm. But what is the agency of the local administration on this trial by space? Local
administration holds little formal power on it as they are not the institution who approves the
projects. As a representative of a local administration stated, “the Town Council can't refuse that
you come and say I want to put this here. You can't, you have to submit to what we said before,
to all the regulations [..] and everything that comes from above – regional administration -- is
favourable“ (Informant 9). Nonetheless, local administrations can hinder the farm functioning
by developing municipal rules in two aspects. First, localities could design a land use plan that
restrict the use of the land to sustainable activities or to nature conservation. Although this is
theoretically possible, normally local administrations do not have the resources to develop such
plans and most of them are not detailed enough. Secondly, local administrations can hinder the
activity by setting municipal norms regarding the manure irrigation within the municipal
boundaries. In this sense, some municipalities have approved these kinds of rules once a process
to set an industrial farm was planned in the locality (Municipal Regulation Plan BOP nº 21 of
20/02/2009). Although they cannot deny the arrival of industrial farms to the locality, these
kinds of regulations can turn the town less appealing for the companies. As an interviewee said,
“a local council can't say “no farms in my municipality", […] but can regulate a lot in such a way
that the person who is going to set up a farm may say, "well, I'm not going to go to that village"”
(Informant 2).
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4.3.3 Pueblos Vivos vs Integrated Companies

Figure 8. Diagram representing power established between Pueblos Vivos and MS supporters.

Zooming out from the locality, this section explores the role of Pueblos Vivos in the production
of space as an agent establishing power relations (figure 8). Pueblos Vivos, and the associations
that integrate it, begins by aiming at raising awareness within and towards the localities
fostering the engagement of a larger part of the inhabitants (arrow 5). However, they enact
resistance power by participating in the project approvals gathering signs against the industrial
farms and producing reports to show evidence of the negative effects of this practice (arrow 6).
In addition, via demonstrations and media posts, they aim at putting pressure on the regional
administration to stop the approval of industrial farms in the province (arrow 7).
Pueblos Vivos is the aggregation of all the local MN associations of Cuenca. Thus, as pointed
previously, for this research, the performance of the local associations is represented as
performances of Pueblos Vivos. When the MN locals associate, they do it to enact resistance
together. The association serves to improve the communication and organisation among them
and to raise awareness both within the locality and beyond the local boundaries. In this sense,
the association works as an amplifier of MN local arguments. Furthermore, it helps to depersonalise the resistance and act anonymously under the scope and name of the association.
This entails benefits because, as explained in the previous subsection, one of the barriers to
openly express disagreement with the industrial farm within the localities are the personal tights
with those supporting the activity. But Pueblos Vivos also serve to pose resistance to the
integrated companies. This way, MN civil society establishes direct resistance power towards
the companies. Through the platforms, local citizens can participate and revise the approval
process of the Environmental Impact Assessments of the farms in a formal way and representing
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a larger part of the population. Nonetheless, if the Environmental Impact Assessment complies
with the current legislation, the possibilities of stopping the process are very reduced. As a
representative of a local association who stopped the industrial farming project in a trial said,
“the issue here is that we were right, and they did it wrong. Because if they had done it right, us
being right would not have matter” (Informant 2).
Nonetheless, the main way resistance is performed is via raising awareness in the regional and
national level to engage civil society in the fight against industrial farming blossom. Through
these demonstrations and posts in digital canals, Pueblos Vivos dignifies the rural space claiming
that is inhabited and alive and so, has voice and vote in the trial by space. Doing so, they put
pressure on the public administration to stop approving industrial farming projects to consider
other alternatives for the rural localities. In fact, due to the mediatic impact of the acts organised
by Pueblos Vivos and posts in its website and media, the regional administration has agreed to
meet them and include them to listen to their claims. Therefore, the civil organisation in local
associations and regional platforms –Pueblos Vivos Cuenca -- has led MN civil society establish
directs power relationships with the regional administration.

4.3.4 Entangled Politics. Towns on sale.

Figure 9. Representation of the power established between the political arena and the integrated
companies

As mentioned before, the decision of approving or rejecting new industrial farm projects is
political. Therefore, power relationships between the companies and the regional
administration as we all between the regional and local administrations play an important role
in this trial (figure 9). Local administration may position towards MS or MN according to the
governing political party and its relationship with the regional government (arrow 8). The
regional administration is the institution with the authority on this issue and they can influence
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the success of MS by approving/rejecting projects and developing rules and laws that hinder or
facilitate this practice (arrow 9). However, the companies are powerful agents in the political
arena as they are relevant industries for the region in terms of revenues and capital (arrow 10).
Regardless the civil movement and pressure from civil society towards MN or MS, the approval
of industrial farming projects is determined by the regional administration. Therefore, the
regional administration is the organism with more power on the decisions affecting the rural
space of Cuenca and its localities. Besides, the position of local administrations towards MN or
MS is often defined by the colour of the political party governing at the local level. In most of
the cases, when the local administration is governed by the same party that governs the region,
it is more likely that they will also support the activity as they must comply with the position of
the party in the higher levels. In this regard, until January of 2022, the regional administration
of Castilla La Mancha has always been in favour of industrial farming in the region, and so the
local administrations of the same political party. Similarly, the regional administration is not an
independent organism within the political arena. In this sense, the industrial farming blossom in
Cuenca is not only a regional issue. In 2018, the Spanish government sign a trade agreement
with China to facilitate the pork meat trade loosening the control standards. Therefore, the
industrial farming blossom responds as well to the new international affairs of the Spanish
government. On top of it, the political party governing Spain is the same than the regional
government of Castilla la Mancha, and thus, the trade commitments highly influence the
political position at the regional level towards pig industrial farming.
Integrated companies also hold important power on the position of the regional administration.
As mentioned in the first section of this chapter, these companies represent a significant
percentage of the regional Gross Domestic Product. Moreover, there are often personal
relationships between the owners of these companies and the politicians at the regional
administration. To cultivate the good relationship with the regional administration, companies
finance public or semi-public foundations or sponsor activities in collaboration with the public
administration. Indeed, already in 2016, Incarlopsa donated 200.000 euros to Impulsa CLM
Foundation, a non-profit institution developed by the regional administration to promote the
cultural and natural heritage of the region of Castilla La Mancha (Villa, 2018). As summed by an
interviewee, “the regional administration must be really f***** up for them not to give it.
INCARLOPSA is the biggest company in Castilla la Mancha. It is the one that bills the most euros.
So, so everybody sucks Mr. Incarlopsa’s c***” (Informant 6). In addition, to overcome possible
administrative barriers, a usual mechanism used by the companies is keeping the original size of
the farms to the minimum. By starting the projects with 2000 pigs, the projects are only required
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to comply with the basic elements of the Environmental Impact Assessments what facilitates
the project approval. It is only when the farm is already functioning, that farmers ask for
ampliation permits. Therefore, companies play with the gaps current legislation offer to get their
projects approved without major difficulties.
For MN adherents, the entangled relations have big impact on the political decisions regarding
industrial farming. In fact, Pueblos Vivos often refers to these political and economic interest of
the regional administration regarding the ease with which industrial farming projects have been
approved during the last years. Consequently, the economic interest of both the companies and
the regional administration facilitating materialise in the realisation of industrial farming
projects in the localities. Considering the little power localities hold in the decision making,
Pueblos Vivos used the slogan “Se venden 237 pueblos de Cuenca” – “237 towns on sale” – in
the demonstration in the city of Cuenca to underline the influence of the economic interests
underlying the performance of the regional administration in this process (figure 10).

Figure 10. Poster of the demonstration in Cuenca with the slogan "237 towns from Cuenca on sale". Source:
Pueblos Vivos Cuenca
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4.4 Spatialising power. Materialisation of power in the rural Cuenca
This section shows the implications of power relations on the production of the rural space in
Cuenca. Looking closely at the materialisation of the power relations, land property stands out
as a mean to spatialise certain understanding of the rural space. MS companies holding big
capital can easily buy land in the localities to imprint the space with industrial farms. Most
commonly, land is sold by landowners who inherited the land from previous generations but
who do not live in the localities anymore. Therefore, they do not depend on the land to make a
living and thus, selling it to these companies brings a profitable outcome from their properties.
However, sometimes local owners are the ones promoting the farms. In these situations, the
owners aim at making a living with industrial farming in their lands. One way or the other, once
a piece of land is assigned to industrial farming, it entails the materialisation of MS
understanding in the localities. Land that was before producing cereals or just covered by
herbaceous species due to the abandonment of the agrarian activity, will be flattened and buried
under livestock sheds. This way industrial farm becomes a real and tangible element of the rural
space (figure 11).

Figure 11. Industrial pig farm in Cardenete. Source: Google maps

Seeing an industrial farm from the road or the streets of a town, or from a path in the fields,
portrays an image of productivity in the locality. For MS, industrial farming sheds, or tractor
sounds and movement, represents dynamism and prosperity, as stated by a local interviewee,
“some veterinarians come, trucks come to bring feed, they have lunch... That's a wheel”
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(Informant 12). Simultaneously, it maintains an image of the rural space as agrarian space and
food supplier for the rest of society. Conversely, MN looks at these infrastructures as disruptive
elements of the landscape because it represents pollution and unhealthy conditions for the
animals and for the humans living there. An industrial farm is an element of the landscape that
cannot be ignored because “you may be able to isolate it, but it is there. For example, imagine if
a family of drug traffickers lived here, the town could isolate them, but they are there. […] Well,
it's the same with that, you know that it is something unhealthy, you know that it is something
that is not taking care of nature, you know that it could be somewhere else much better. You can
isolate it a lot, but it is there, and you can't get rid of it even if it is very isolated” (Informant 2).
Industrial farming is not contained in the livestock sheds and farm boundaries. As mentioned
previously, this activity is embedded in large scale chains and so, truck traffic and movement are
part of its functioning. Therefore, even when the farm is not visible, the activity is present in the
roads hosting affecting the pace of these localities. “Well, I can talk about the smallest thing,
which could be the traffic of heavy trucks that are passing through every day, some arriving with
animal feed, others leaving with live animals and others leaving with dead animals, which are
practically crossing the village, with all that this entails” (Informant 13).
For MN adherents, not only the land traffic is a problem. Industrial farming entails an increasing
number of flies flying around the localities. Once again, MN narrative refers to this issue as an
impact on the everyday live and on other practices such as tourism. Although is not pointed as
the main impact of industrial farming, MN locals living with an industrial farm underlined that
“the proliferation of flies, which is not only in the summer, it's something that we've never seen
before, that is like a black tide that you can't go out the door of your house because they eat
you” (Informant 13). Therefore, for MN narratives, the materialisation of MS understanding
entails important effects in the visible and tangible experience of dwelling and enjoying the rural
space of Cuenca.

4.4.1 Beyond boundaries and materiality. Rural Cuenca tastes and smells to manure
Another element that flows from the industrial farm boundaries towards the rest of the territory
is the manure. This is a key point for the struggles between MS and MN narratives, as for the
first is an organic cheap fertilizer to be used in the neighbouring fields while for the second is a
source of ecosystem pollution. MN supporters often mention short term and long-term effects
of the manure irrigation in local fields. In the short term, the grazing activity of sheep and goat
herds is affected when fields are irrigated with manure. As a local goat shepherd underlined, “If
they put the slurry in the fields, the goats won't go. […] So, at the end of the day, the places where
they throw this stuff it's a real bummer for us because, of course, they fill up a place with shit
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and the animals won't eat it, as is logical” (Informant 4). This struggle represents an oppression
of one activity on others and thus, of an understanding of the rural space on the other. The
manure irrigation needed to empty the manure pools of the industrial farms turn pastures
uneatable for grazers, thus hindering the activity of the shepherds.
Irrigation with manure is an under controlled practice and what for MS is fertilization, for MN
means water and soil pollution. For some, manure irrigation could entail little, or none risks for
the environment when done properly. However, the capacity of the administration to control it
is very limited as the manure lixiviates easily along the soil. In addition, industrial farms count
on the little regulatory mechanisms that exist to get rid of the manure. For many interviewees,
the problem is with the control mechanisms as “they don't even tell when they are going to
throw the slurry. It is just dumped and that's it. Not even the environmental agents know about
it. None of the administration is aware. They don't even have to inform them by law that they
are spreading slurry, in other words, they can spread it or not and nobody knows about it”
(Informant 13). Irrigated water often lixiviates to the groundwater, increasing the Nitrogen
concentration of the reserves and the river flows. Continuing with the rural localities, MN
underline the impact of water pollution in the practices they promote. One of the main
attractions of the rural Cuenca is leisure and rural tourism, which includes the enjoyment of
water activities such as rafting or canyoning, or the cultural heritage. Here, another conflict
emerges between the two positions in the materialisation of their understanding of the rural
localities. In addition, this entails consequences in the ideational space of the area as the quality
of its natural resources is at stake with the industrial farming blossom, which may make the
localities of the rural Cuenca be remembered as “the villages of pigs” (Informant 6).
More importantly, drinkable water can also be polluted by this practice and MN has little
capacity to control to which extent this is happening. MN underline this risk and the spatial
implications of making the rural localities polluted localities. They believe that this kind of risk
hinders the arrival of newcomers and may also lead to the migration of current inhabitants. As
an interviewee said, “when I come to the village to live with my children, I am aware of the lack
of services and I count on it, but what I don't count on is not being able to turn on the tap”
(Informant 13). For MN narratives, water pollution sums to the intense smells generated by the
farm negatively impacting their wellbeing in the towns. Besides, the touristic sector is specially
concern as they consider these issues have important negative impact on their activity, lowering
the arrival of visitors and threatening their livelihoods. If this is the case, the representations of
MS about the rural Cuenca as an empty space, would become more and more explicit and
dominant. An example of this process was mentioned by a representative of a local association,
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“here we have had people calling us to set up businesses or to buy houses and they have not
done so because of the uncertainty as to whether or not the macro farm is going to be installed”
(Informant 6). For MN, this negotiation is about assigning the rural space of Cuenca to the caged
animals rather than to the human life and dignity.

4.4.2 To live or not to live with an industrial farm
I don't want that for my village. I grew up here, I used to go picking blackberries as a child, I
went to the countryside, I bathed in the river... I drank from all the fountains in the village. And
I don't want it to happen like in other towns where they can't drink tap water, they can't drink
water from the fountains... (she) it smells like shit, you wake up smelling like shit... I mean, I
don't buy it. But come on, it's not going to happen! Informant 6. 11/2021

The issue with industrial farming entails several repercussions in the production of the rural
space of Cuenca. Contradictions between the practices promoted by MN and MS narratives are
very significant as for MN supporters industrial farming represents a big barrier for their
understanding of the area. In this regard, MN interviewees pointed out that their specie is not
compatible with MS specie because “industrial farms have the problem of the f****** smells
that with tourism and adventure sports is totally the opposite. And then if you get into all the
pollution that they can produce, well, then no” (Informant 4). Briefly. This statement represents
the incompatibility between rural localities of MN and MS specie. Nonetheless, for MS
adherents, industrial farming is a compatible practice with any other activity. As stated in an
Environmental Impact Assessment, “this farm is fully compatible with any other type of rural
tourism activity in the area. The development of pig farming does not exclude or disqualify the
development of other activities in the same way they were until today”. For many, the two
positions are compatible in the short term, but not without tensions and conflicts. Although
industrial farming generates bad smells, increased traffic or flies, the potential impacts for
human health, such as water pollution or even risk of zoonotic disease, are more likely to occur
in the long term. The apparent security in the short term together with the situation of the
localities of the area in terms of demographic crisis and capital scarcity, has held together a
contradictory yet coherent rural space in which tensions were not enough to completely disjoin
the rural society. Nonetheless, since 2017, moment in which the expansion of industrial farming
bloomed in the area, the MN civil contestation grew and shook the apparent equilibrium.
For MN locals, MS understanding of the rural Cuenca cannot coexist with their understanding in
all three aspects of the rural space. As mentioned along this chapter there are distinct tensions
between practices promoted by MN and industrial farming, disjoining the rural localities. The
spatialisation of MS specie enforces consequences on the rural space for those who do not
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understand life in the area the same way. Indeed, MN locals sometimes mention how the
spatialisation of MS specie affect their future life perspectives and ability to construct a rural
Cuenca according to their principles. A MN local cited a conversation with a neighbour who
asked about their plans for repairing some old houses of the town and she replied: "We do
nothing. We're going to get eaten by mosquitoes if we continue with the macrogranja"
(Informant 11), underlying the effect of industrial farming narrowing the future imaginaries
about the locality. Therefore, considering the implications of MS specie of the rural Cuenca, for
MN supporters, life and industrial farms cannot coexist. Informant 8 referred to this
incompatibility when saying that “the industrial animal farming thing is clear. There is a choice
between lives, clean living and clean tourism, sustainable and organic farming, or industrial
animal farms. There it is, of course, a choice between life or industrial farming”.
As more projects were planned in the rural space of Cuenca, more associations have emerged
and joined Pueblos Vivos in the resistance against industrial farming and the understanding of
the rural space that MS specie implies. The opposition is so intense that Pueblos Vivos has
organised demonstrations against MS narrative while claiming political strategies that support
the spatialisation of MN specie. However, is in the everyday lives in these localities where the
confrontation between MS and MN specie has become more tangible. One interviewee from
Villalba de la Sierra, where the whole town is contrary to the industrial farm planned near the
town, expressed the words of a friend from a close town where the situation is different:” in
your town this has served to unite you, but mine has been broken in two” (Informant 4). The
intensity of this confrontation both at the institutional level and within everyday lives shows a
relevant mismatching between MN and MS species, representing a chaotic and incoherent rural
space in Cuenca.

4.4.3 Change of paradigm. From the streets to the media
Although during some years the process of industrial animal faming blossom has not attracted
much attention in the mass media, the situation changed when at the end of 2021 the minister
of Consumption made a strong statement in The Guardian about industrial farming. He stated
that Spanish society must change the diet habits reducing the amount of meat but choosing
meat produced sustainably. He pointed out that meat production must be sustainable and that
“what isn’t at all sustainable is these so-called “macrogranjas” – industrial animal farms-- … They
find a village in a depopulated bit of Spain and put in 4,000, or 5,000, or 10,000 head of cattle.
They pollute the soil, they pollute the water and then they export this poor-quality meat from
these ill-treated animals” (Jones, 2021; figure 12).
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Figure 12. Newspaper article where the Spanish minister of Consumption talked against industrial animal
farming. Date of publication: 26/12/2021. Source: The Guardian

From that moment, MN narrative got growing attention in the national media covering the front
pages of the most relevant newspapers. The articles not only referred to the words of the
minister and the controversy caused within the political arena but served to catapult discussion
from the courts and streets to the national media discourses. Newspapers explained the
functioning of industrial farming and most of them stood on the side of MN narrative, focusing
on the environmental consequences of such practice. So much was the attention and relevance
given to this issue that the national public TV and radio company RTVE, used the term “guerra”
-- “war” -- to talk about the contestation between MS and MN supporters in the article titled
“What is an industrial farm and how much do they pollute? The facts behind the war for intensive
livestock farming” (Caballero, 2022; figure 13a). Simultaneously, conservative media and posts
in the websites of the main farmer organisations of the country portrayed the MS narrative
highlighting the employment generated by the activity (figure 13b). Besides, during the month
of January, the negotiation between MN and MS narratives turned central in the political arena.
Politicians that were ever before recorded in a small town, were slurring their shoes in constant
visits to farmers to show support and engagement with the rural realities and the farming issue.
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13a

13b

Figure 13. Article posts from media supporting MN (13a) and MS (13b) narratives. Source 13a: RTVE;
source 13b: ABC

The attention given to this issue in the streets, media and political arena at the beginning of the
year pushed the regional administration of Castilla La Mancha to react. Last January 2022, the
regional administration of Castilla La Mancha published in the Law 1/2022 the moratorium for
industrial pig farming until 2025. This decision has been taken to “adapt the regulations to the
current times” which indicates the role the civil contestation, as well as public and media
attention, has played in this move. Nonetheless, the moratorium does not close the pending
processes, so new industrial farms can still start functioning in the coming years and thus, the
trial by space remains open, as well as the future of the rural space in Cuenca.

4.5. Synthesis
Along Chapter 4, we walked along the sub research questions looking at the narratives of the
field. Firstly, I presented how the rural space of Cuenca is currently divided by two species of it,
Macrogranjas Sí (MS) and Macrogranjas No (MN) (SRQ1). While MS adherents supports the
expansion of industrial animal farming as a practice to reconstruct the rural space based on
animal mass production, MN narrative is contrary to it because of the environmental impacts it
entails and the consequences in the everyday enjoyment of the localities. In addition, MN
suporters consider industrial farming hinders the development of other practices that depend
on the natural quality of the area. Moreover, proponents of both rural species establish power
relations on their attempt to materialise and perform their position in the area (SQR 2). These
relationships are established in multiscale dimensions, being present at the local, regional and
national scale, and affected by transnational interests. Consequently, frictions and tensions
emerge from the division and contradictions between MS and MN species producing an
incoherent and cahotic rural space in Cuenca (SRQ 3).
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In this chapter I will link the aforementioned results with the theoretical framework, step back
fom the field to understand how the issue explored in this research connects with further
discussions and processes happening in othe rural areas, and reflect on the limitations and
strenghts of this work. To do so, in section 5.1 I will answer the RQ “How is the rural space
understood and produced in Cuenca in the current context of social contestation?” building
upon the findings of this research presented in the previous chapter, and the throretical
approach described in Charpter 2. In addition, I will link this research with further theoretical
discussions and current issues related to the topic (section 5.2). In section 5.3, I will present the
limitations and streghts of my research in terms of method and approach, as well as issues to be
explored in the future. Finally, the main conclusions of the research are presented in section 5.4.

5.1. The production of the rural Cuenca.
Space is constructed by networks and flows of social relations between actants with multiple
trajectories converging in a specific locus (Massey, 2005). As presented in Chapter 2, based on
Crang and Thrift (2000), multiple species of the [rural] space emerge from the multiplicity of
trajectories and relations involved in the production of space. Massey (2005) refers to it as the
possibility of “contemporaneous plurality” and the coexistence of heterogeneity. In addition,
she adds that space is constantly under construction, “in process of being made” through the
practices in which social interactions are embedded and spatialised. In the process of being
made, the different species of the rural space establish power relations aiming at dominating
the rural space (Sharp, 2000). The research shows how the rural space in Cuenca is being
produced through a process of contestation between the species Macrogranjas Sí (MS) and
Macrogranjas No (MN), establishing complex and multi-scalar power entanglements to
dominate the space.
Drawing on Halfacree’s (2006) model for constructing the rural space, every specie of rural space
is composed by the material space that shape a specific rural locality, and by a set of social
representations and meanings. In fact, as presented along Chapter 4, both MS and MN species
define their rural localities attaching value and importance to specific and different spatial and
representational practices. Further, the results of this research provide an example on how the
three elements of Halfacree’s model (2006) – rural localities, formal representations and
everyday lives -- are intertwined. Distinct formal and lay representations legitimise certain
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material practices while, simultaneously, the spatialisation of specific practices of production or
consumption leads to specific social representations of the localities.
This research gives evidence on the differences between representations supporting MS and
MN narratives. The differences found were mostly related to the value given to the land and the
territory, as well as to the way they depict the local assents and the socio-economic reality of
their localities. Differences on these aspects match with other scholars assessing and identifying
differences in social representations of the rural in Southern Europe (Soares da Silva et al., 2016).
This research links specific aspects of the representations with the legitimisation of specific
spatial practices.
The MS representation of the rural Cuenca as dependent and depopulated, gives a protagonist
role to industrial animal farming as an activity that brings capital and employment to the
localities. The lack or creation of employment in this trial by space is both a determinant cause
for depopulation and the solution to it. Instead, Cruz Souza (2007) refers to the lack of
employment as an outcome of modernization and rural marginalisation. Further, she underlines
the justification for “creating employment at any cost” as a mean of social control (pg. 6).
Indeed, the results show how the narrative of integrated companies enact power using the
employment argument to dominate both the political arena and the narratives among the locals.
Henceforth, as described in the result chapter, MS adherents in formal institutions, such as the
regional administration, and in lay discourses points at the generation of employment as the
main reason to support industrial farming.
Simultaneously, integrated companies illustrate the area as empty and forsaken, narrative that
comes along with being in need on one hand and having little to lose on the other. Together
with the assumption that non-productive land has no value, MS representation of the rural
Cuenca legitimise the materialisation of industrial farming as an activity that represents little
harm for an already degraded environment while bringing economic wealth. This pivotal role of
industrial farming for the localities, align with the labelled “super-productivist” rural specie
described by Halfacree (2006; 2007) for which land is represented solely as a productive
resource.
Through the actual practice of industrial farming, MS representation of the rural Cuenca is
spatialised shaping the material space and affecting the everyday lives in the area. Looking back
to the theoretical model, in super-productive ruralities, formal representations and spatial
practices are the main elements producing the rural space while everyday lives “have little scope
to diverge from the representations” (Halfacree, 2006; pg.57). The results underline how the lay
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discourses pro MS specie share the profit-oriented valorisation of the land and the value of local
employment. To prevent the everyday lives on the localities from being defined by industrial
farming, Pueblos Vivos and other civil organisations stand against it. In line with the findings of
Sánchez (2021), MS supporters underline the impacts of industrial farming on their everyday
lives to enact resistance against it.
In the trial by space between the two species found, power relations are established both in the
ideational and material space. Frisvoll (2012) differentiates these forms of power in the
“immaterial hub” (referring to the rules and laws), “material hub” (property, location, usufruct
and money), and “personal hub” (personal plans/careers or feelings among others). In the
previous paragraphs, the arguments of the need and creation of employment, and lack of value
of the non-profitable land expressed by MS narratives is used to enact power on the ideational
space. Besides, the capital hold by integrated companies is a powerful mean to access to
property and industrial farming spatial expansion.
Power of domination and resistance is established in the relations of this trial by space.
Integrated companies establish power relations with the localities and the regional
administration in terms of capital and political influence to increase the number of industrial
farms in the region. This is facilitated and legitimised by specific discourses and formal
representations that gives industrial farming a pivotal role on the development of rural Cuenca.
Nonetheless, opposition from the localities emerge and takes form in the MN specie, attaching
diverse and positive values to the rural space of Cuenca as a resistance to MS representation.
Complementarily, Pueblos Vivos fight in the courts and in the streets aiming at stopping the
expansion of industrial farming. This is a reaction against the environmental, social and health
risk industrial farming entails (see section 4.3; Sanchez, 2021) and hence, to the expectative of
having a good live in the localities. Moreover, in the case study, the resistance not only rejects
MS specie of the rural space, but also explicitly proposes a different one through the whole set
of representations and practices comprising MN specie.
Albeit acknowledging the weak situation of their social system, MN adherents do not give it for
granted as an intrinsic characteristic of the rural space of Cuenca. Building upon the fact that the
rural Cuenca is alive and inhabited, MN specie portrays a rural space of possibilities for
endogenous development based on the local natural and cultural assets. This is a representation
in line with that of “the confidents” described by Soares da Silva et al. (2016) for the Portuguese
rural space. The representation of MN specie highlights multiple assets for the development of
the area such as the quality of the natural environment, the quality of life and the historical
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relation between the dwellers of the rural localities and the natural environment. Considering
the opportunities that the natural assets offer, Pueblos Vivos Cuenca and other civil
organisations propose a wide range of place-based practices to produce their desired material
space. Because of the emphasis on the local social and human capacity to develop activities
based on the consumption of local assets, this specie can be associated with the “postproductivist” (Evans et al, 2002; Mackay and Perkins, 2019; Woods, 2011), multifunctional
(Roche and Argent, 2015), or neoproductivist rural space (Rose, Ragmaa and Klimask_2019).
With no aim at taking one approach on the other, but for the shake of clarity, I will use the term
“post-productivism” to frame M specie in the wider debates of rural restructuring. I do so
because the results of this research show clear similarities between MN specie and the idea of
shift from productivism in the rural areas towards consuming the rural areas (Woods, 2011). In
fact, other scholars have describe tourism, recreation, place-based and organic agriculture, or
quality labels that embed food products in the localities as post-productivistic practices in the
rural Spain (Sánchez Escolano and Ruiz Moya, 2020)
Supporting the results of this research, other studies have also shown how the concurrence of
opposing species of a rural space hampers the structural coherence (Frisvoll, 2012). Contrary to
studies that found a harmonious coexistence between elements of productivist and
multifunctional ruralities (Mackay and Perkins, 2019), in the case study, the supporters of MN
consider it impossible. MN adherents believe the spatialisation of industrial farms hinders their
desired specie of the rural space of Cuenca. This is based on fundamental differences between
the spatial practices, social representations and everyday lives portrayed by both species.
The production of the rural space is not contained in the rural localities. The boundaries of
representations and materiality of the rural are as entangled as the power relations that
influence them. In line with Argent (2017), the results highlight the multiple scales involved in
the rural politics of the production of the rural space in Cuenca. The results underline the
influence of international trade agreements and hence, translocal political interests, on specific
localities. In addition, the arena where the power was enacted by the different agents -- such as
the ubication of regional administration or the setting for the demonstrations of Pueblos Vivos,
both located in the capital city -- underlines the interrelations between the urban and the rural
in the construction of the rural space.
Multiple representations coexist and diverse trajectories and networks between the global and
local as well as between the urban and the hollowed-out Spain converge to produce multiple
species of the rural space. In fact, not only MS specie relates to the global but also the opposition
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of MN narratives is sustained by global values and concerns on sustainability and wellbeing that
are perceived at risk on the localities. Hence, the production of space is shaped by practices and
discourses that bounce between the global and the local with geographically specific outcomes
(Woods, 2007).
The rural localities of Cuenca are the specific locus where multiple social relations embedded in
diverse and conflicting representational and material practices converge. In the constant
(re)production of a structurally coherent rural space power relations are stablished across
multiple scales and along global-local and urban-rural entanglements. Consequently, the current
rural space in Cuenca is negotiated between the two species of rurality identified, Macrogranjas
Sí and Macrogranjas No portraying mismatching and incoherent representations of it.

5.2. Reflections on the research method
This research has posed an immense challenge to me since the first steps on the topic. Building
upon a very theoretical approach, I have navigated trough the concepts and reflexions on the
production of space, rurality and power cautiously. In this sense, I hope I succeed at respecting
the meanings and understandings given by the multiple authors that underpin my theoretical
approach. Besides, this thesis takes a qualitative explorative approach which implies conducting
interviews among other methods. Later, some limitations and strengths of the data collection
process will be presented. Nonetheless, arrived at this point, I consider the approach and data
collection and analysis process was adequate for the goals of the research.
Case study research has been highlighted as a methodological approach to explore processes of
production of space (Halfacree, 2006). Following these indications, I took the context of the rural
space of Cuenca to conduct qualitative research. The information a researcher can get from a
case study allows the exploration of situated micro-processes and micro politics sustaining the
social production of space. Further, Woods et al (2021) state that there are still few studies of
globalisation - in – place examining those issues and the transformation of specific regions
regarding globalisation. Hence, this research could modestly add some insights from the
selected case although the study of globalisation processes was not an explicit goal of this
research.
Conducting qualitative research brings a lot of benefits but also some pitfalls. Qualitative
research is an interpretive act in which researcher aim at making sense of a phenomena based
on the meanings people gives to it (Denzin, 2008). Being aware on the self-positionality is key to
try to avoid focusing and attaching more importance to those aspects that confirmed your initial
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assumptions (Orb et al., 2001). This issue is also relevant during the data analysis, as my own
ontological, epistemological, and methodological approach to this research may influence and
bias my coding phase (Saldana, 2021).
The selection of diverse and complementary methods increases the validity and reliability of the
findings of this research as data can be triangulated. This is especially important for this research
as access to participants supporting MS narrative was not easy. This resulted in an uneven
sample between supporters of MS and MN species. The reduced number of interviewees
supporting MS narrative can be explained by two causes. Firstly, my approach to data collection
started with purposive sampling, what gave me access to representatives of local organisations
against industrial farming. Access to farm promotors was not easy because their contact was not
easily accessible. Once I started the interviews, I continued with snow-ball sampling. Therefore,
many of the contacts I was given shared general opinions with my previous interviewees.
However, this was not always the case, as I was explicitly asking for contacts with contrasting
opinions in order to improve my sample.
The uneven representation of interviewees supporting MS and MN narratives, was balanced
with online sources such as interviews in newspapers and other media. I consider newspaper
analysis was an effective method to access to wider social representations of the rural space of
Cuenca and of the rural space by supporters of industrial farming. In fact, the large volume of
consulted online media was a fruitful source of information in this research. It has served both
as source of information about the species of the rural space and as evidence on how the rural
space is mutually constituted between translocal relations.
Visiting the region on several occasions gave me the possibility of first, get to know first-hand
the material space of my case study. Walking around the towns and along the surrounding fields
and forests help me understand the characteristics of the place, and the social-ecological
context in which I was doing research. In addition, it gave me the possibility to engage in
informal conversations with many locals. Most of these encounters were in the bar of the Hotel
of Cañete, or in the restaurant of Villalba de la Sierra. However, the information of those brief
conversations helped me understand the social context and sometimes, gave me interesting
insights directly related to the aim of the study. In addition, visiting the area in different
moments offer me the possibility of feeling the impact on the smell of the industrial farms as it
is more intense in windy and sunny days (because is more likely that manure will be irrigated).
Finally, I believe that conducting four visits to the region help to build trust with the participants
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and locals as they could see that I was not just coming and leaving, but that I was interested on
getting to know more opinions and more information about the place.

5.3. Theoretical implications and further research
The aim of this section is to explore engage in in wider theoretical discussions. Framed within
the cultural approach to rural studies, this research allows reflection on issues that are closely
related to the core issue of this research yet are not directly targeted in the defined goals in
Chapter 1. This will exactly be the content of the following section 5.3.1 Hybrid rural space.
Thereafter, some reflections on how the approach of this research could be complemented with
other theoretical proposals will be presented in section 5.3.2.

5.3.1. Hybrid rural space
The rural space is not solely locally constructed but its reconfiguration during the last decades
has been highly intertwined with globalisation processes. Authors have indicated that the rural
space has been remade reacting in multiple and context-specific ways to the influence of
multiple aspects of globalisation (Woods, 2007). In that article, Woods pointed to the need of
accounting for the “differential geographies of globalisation across rural space” (pg.

0), for

which this research contributes with an example of a mountainous rural region in Southern
Europe. Moreover, in a recent publication, Woods and other scholars add that “there is too often
a missing evidential link demonstrating precisely how interaction with global flows produces
transformation in places, how place specificities affect translocal networks, or how certain
potential outcomes come to prevail over others” (Woods et al., 2021; pg.286). This research
stresses those relational links within and between the two species of the rural space interacting
along multiple scales to produce their desired specie of rural space.
Super productivist ruralities and so, industrial animal farming, are highly globalised assemblages.
Normally, they are high input and yielding practices operating in vertical value chains owned by
large integrated corporations (From Mackay and Perkins, 2019: Dibden et al., 2009; Woods,
2011). More precisely, some publications show how the pig industry is an assemblage that
reaches and shapes the Brazilian areas producing soybeans while affecting the rural localities of
Spain where the farms are located (Carro de Combate, 2022). Hence, the results of this research,
agreeing with the reflexions of other authors (Lobao and Stofferahn ,2008), highlight the fact
that the most imminent and intense impact of industrial animal farming is on the localities. In
addition, as Woods (2007) states, these assemblages imprints on the landscapes the marks of
globalisation, or similarly, that translocal assemblages can affect the structural coherence of the
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place assemblage they belong to (Woods et al, 2021). Section 4.4 shows how spatialising
industrial farm shapes the rural space of Cuenca with increased truck transport, homogeneous
smell to industrial farm while hindering place-specific activities.
Brewed in specific rural localities, the specie of MN is interconnected to the global and the
urban. Multifunctional and post-productivist pathways of rural development have been widely
linked to urban and global values (Woods, 2011). The re-appreciation from urban inhabitants of
the rural space as idyllic setting for recreation, contact with nature, historic and cultural richness
as well as calm and healthy living has a lot to do with the development of rural tourism and
secondary residences in the new ruralities. Similarly, global environmental concerns have been
associated with the shift towards sustainable agricultural practices and the implementation of
protected areas in rural settings (Figueiredo, 2008). The research unveils these aspects among
the narratives of MN. On one side, global concern about climate change, environmental
degradation and animal welfare are important arguments to stand against industrial farming.
Additionally for MN adherents, urban dwellers play an important role in the consumption of the
rural through place-based tourism, consumption of local products or owners of second
residences. This was in fact also pointed out by interviewees supporting MS who believed that
the opponents of industrial farming were thinking more on providing services to the visitors
rather than livelihoods to their neighbours.
Entangled in global-local networks and flows, the rural space is produced under the
establishment of diverse and multi-scale power relations. The reconfiguration of such global and
local relations occurs in and constitute place according to changing “power geometries”
(Massey, 2005). Power does not exist by its own, but it exists in relation to another in the
attempt to achieve a desirable spatial outcome (Sharp et al. 2000). This research illustrates in
the section 4.3 the complexity of power relations involved in the production of space for the
case study. Extra local capital from the integrator corporations represents the principal form of
power in the localities. Furthermore, the commitments of Spain on the international export
market of pig products have played an important role in the legitimisation of this practice.
Drawing on the relationship between the expansion of industrial animal farms and the pig meat
trade agreement between the Spanish government and China, international trade agreements
pushed the regional administration to facilitate the expansion of industrial farming along the
localities of the rural Cuenca. Simultaneously this process was enhanced by the importance of
integrated corporations on the regional GDP. Inspired by the assemblage theory and application
by Woods et al (2021), “globalisation is an expression of the interactions between and within
assemblages […] producing a tendency towards the global” and “deepening the global
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connections” (pg.286). In this sense, the relations within the agents, narratives and practices of
the MS specie could be understood as a translocal assemblage that deepen the connections of
the rural localities of Cuenca with the global.
The definition of the rural space is then highly intertwined with the expression of globalising
processes. Nonetheless, as shown in this research and in line with other findings (Edmondson,
2003 in Woods, 2007), the impact of globalisation on place is perceived differently among locals.
Consequently, Woods (2007) argue that the politics of globalisation are intertwined with the
politics of the rural disputing the meaning of the rural space. In this regard, the results of this
research show how processes of globalisation constructs specific social representations of the
rurality. On one hand, the inclusion of the localities in global commodity chains may result on
the representation of the rural space of Cuenca as large-scale producer of animal products over
the alternative representations linked to the idyllic ruralities.
The global countryside is not only the setting for corporate integration, but also the setting of
increasing social polarisation (Woods, 2007). For the case studied in this research, social
polarisation is a central outcome of the globalisation process exercised by industrial animal
farming. As described in the results, the arrival of industrial farming was followed by growing
social contestation and the civil organisation in local and regional platforms such as Pueblos
Vivos. Resistance from local actors to the globalisation of the rural space is another characteristic
of the global countryside (Woods, 2007). In addition, the findings of this research on the decision
making for the approval of industrial farms align with the association of the global countryside
with new and scaled-up political authorities taking decisions on the rural space (Woods, 2007).
This factor leads to the lack of agency local administrations hold on the trial by space, while
strengthening the links of the rural areas with the urban settings. To increase the political impact
of their actions, Pueblos Vivos normally choose to demonstrate in urban areas, such as the city
of Cuenca, Toledo which is the capital city of the region, or Madrid, the capital city of Spain. This
way, the urban is the setting for rural politics both at the political level and civil activism,
redefining the power geometries also between the urban and the rural. Moreover, this
represents the loosening of the geographical borders between the rural and the urban, as Cloke
(2006) illustrated with other arguments.
In the blurred boundaries between the urban and the rural and the global and local, mass media
represents a mean of (re)production of ideational space that connects all the spheres. Besides
local newspapers, mass media have generally been associated to the urban as is produced by
urban dwellers in urban settings for a broad urban audience (Andersson and Jansson, 2010).
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Hence, the rural space represented was mostly based on urban perceptions. However, they
already foresaw the potential of web media for overcoming this issue presenting possibilities for
alternative representations of the rural, produced by the rural. In this research, the website of
Pueblos Vivos represents a platform from where MN supporters could inform and engage other
rural citizens. As Woods (2010) indicated, news media play a key role in rural protests in different
ways. Firstly, agreeing with the previous statement, it could help mobilise other rural citizens.
However, the representation in the media of rural protests amplify their impact also towards
the general public and reinforce a collective identity around the issue at stake. This was shared
by representatives of Pueblos Vivos and other local associations that indicated how being
informed on other processes of resistance against industrial farming encourage them to keep
fighting.
In this research, the interview to the Spanish Minister of Consumption Alberto Garzón in the
Guardian by the end of December 2021 was the triggering factor for turning the conflict around
industrial farming mainstream in the national media. The increased attention that this topic, and
thus the trial by space here analysed gained served to modulate its political significance beyond
the localities. In line with the findings of Woods (2010), the results show how newspapers
supported MS or MN specie according to their political ideology. Nonetheless, the growing
mediatic attention in the media, and the fact that the Minister was the one interviewed in the
Guardian, the issue with industrial farming became central in the national political arena putting
pressure on the decisions about approving more industrial farms. The result of the thrilling
month of January concluded with the approval of a moratorium for the submission of new
industrial pig farms with more than 2000 animals until 2025. Nonetheless, the already submitted
plus new projects up to 1999 animals can still become real in the region thus spatialising the MS
specie. In any case, this represents the power regional administration holds in this trial by space,
and thus, how local contestation to globalising processes are enacted in translocal and dynamic
power geometries.

5.3.2 Reflections on further research
The threefold model of Halfacree (2006;2007) has been appropriate to explore the process of
production of space in rural Cuenca. Combining interviews, participant observation and
literature review of newspaper articles, rules and policies enabled me to successfully cover the
three elements of the model. The result of this research shows how the three elements of the
model are independent but mutually constituents of each other. As Massey (2005) stated, we
need to understand space as the “sphere of contemporaneous plurality”. Plurality of social
representations and the practices embedded in the social relations that constitute place.
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Therefore, as illustrated in this research, acknowledging the coexistence of multiple species of
space.
As a possible development of this framework and inspired by the work of Woods et al (2021), I
think that the different species of the rural space could be considered assemblages. This way,
one could build bridges between the assemblage theory and the framework of Halfacree. In their
approach, the rural space is an assemblage of assemblages. Similarly, each specie of the rural
space found in this research could be seen as a translocal assemblage constituting together the
place assemblage. That would also enable the exploration of the structural coherence in terms
of territorialization, reterritorialization and deterritorialization. Moreover, the use of coding
could be linked to the aspects of the social representations associated with rules and norms. The
added value of using this approach would be double. On one hand it would facilitate the
understanding of each of the components of the specie of the rural space, looking at them as
components of the assemblage. On the other hand, it offers a state-of-the-art framework to
understand globalisation in the relational production of space.
But the mere description of different species of space does not explain the complex process of
production of space. For fully understanding how space is produced in a specific geography, the
framework of entangled power proposed by Sharp et al (2000) have been an important
complement. Taking power relations seriously and explicitly analysing how they are stablished,
and by which means enables the understanding on how the trial by space is negotiated between
the agents aiming at dominating the space.
Understanding power as a relational element, imprints power issues to any short of relation. In
this research, taking this approach have made explicit how the production of space happens
through power relations at multiple scales. Depending on the agents that are involved and the
relations generating power issues, power takes differentiated geometries, and so does place.
The research gives insights on how global assemblages influence the localities as well as urban
– rural interactions.
Although the framework used have fulfilled the aims of this research, there are some issues that
could not be addressed of this trial by space. In the analysis of urban-rural interactions and
related to the idea of “towns in sale” expressed by Pueblos Vivos, I missed space for discussing
further issues of injustice. Relly-Keif and Wing (2016) indicate that researchers can participate
on raising awareness and visibility among other scholars and popular discourses on the impacts
of extra local practices polluting rural localities by explicitly addressing urban-rural injustice.
More recently and with a broader understanding of the spatial relations, the term of spatial
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justice has been coined to express ”pre-existing struggles in other kind of aspects” (Jones et al.,
2021) and basing it on the “right to” instead of on “regional distribution of”. This last approach
is being currently used in the European project IMAJINE to assess the EU territorial cohesion
under the lens of spatial justice. Hence, spatial justice is a cutting-edge issue in the European
context.
Aiming at territorial cohesion requires of better understanding on the effects of designing
policies that oversee the interlinkage between urban and rural spaces. In this sense, the ROBUST
project published a manifesto for policy makers to consider the interconnection and coconstitution of both urban and rural to foster synergies (see O’Connell, 2021). Among other
aspects, sustainable wellbeing economy should be further explored and considered in territorial
development in order to leave no-one and no-place behind (Knickel et al., 2021; O’Connell,
2021)
I consider this element especially relevant in the current Spanish rural space where rural politics
are gaining attention and local and regional parties are challenging the historic order in the
national political arena. The shared argument among these parties is the spatial injustice
happening towards a big extension of the country, the hollowed-out Spain. I believe that
including issues of spatial justice in the production of space would add social relevance to the
studies while serving a wider societal purpose.

5.4. Conclusion
This research has presented how the rural space in Cuenca is currently being produced in the
negotiation between opposing species of rurality. The result is an incoherent space in which
fundamental differences between Macrogranjas Sí and Macrogranjas No aim at dominating the
ideational and material space. Therefore, the research underlines the contemporaneous
plurality of place while showing how heterogeneous representations of place lead to conflict.
Taking a cultural approach to the study of rural development, enables a better understanding
on the values and meanings associated with certain phenomena. This research shows evidence
on how both species of the rural Cuenca aim at producing an specific space through discursive
and material practices. Thus, how the ideational and material space intersect in practices and
are produced across multiple Furthermore, the research describes how such discursive and
spatial practices are produced across multiple scales yet with specific material consequences on
the localities.
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Explicitly including power in the understanding of the production of space allows for a deeper
analysis of the conditions that make a specie of space dominant. The reseach presented how
although power relations in this trial by space are not even, resistance is possible. In addition,
showing the spatial implications of the domination of a specie on the other, the research
concludes that MS and MN are incompatible species in this specific geography.
This work shows how the rural space is produced by social relations of power entangled in
translocal geometries. Moreover, engaging on the politics of the global countryside (Woods,
2007), rural places are made by politics of negotiation that reaches beyond place rather than
politics of domination. The production of space in Cuenca contributes to the research on how
globalisation influences local place making processes while simultaneously is reproduced as an
expression of such processes.
The threefold model for the rural space is a valueable framework to study the process of
porduction of the rural space. However, its potential is enhanced in combination with
frameworks that explicitly adress power issues.
Regardless the social contestation in the field, the research had some limitations to argue about
issues of injustice. For this reason, I suggest to include spatial justice in future research
addressing the production of the rural space. I consider that given the eco-social crisis related
to the neoliberal exploitation of natural and social resource, taking position as a researcher could
contribute by giving evidence and thus, raising awareness on the broad society, policy makers
and academics.
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ANNEX 1. Photos from the fieldwork

Figure I. Cañete and the surroundings. January 2022

Figure II. Fountain with sculptures of the project “Paisaje ilustrado” – Illustrated Landscape – portraying a family
filling pots with water. In the background, a part of the ancient wall declared Cultural Heritage in 1996. January
2022.

i

Figure III. Romanic arc. Cañete January 2022.

Figure IV. A family walking in the town. Cañete January 2022.

ii

Figure V. Sheep herd, shepherd, and one of the main informants in the field with me (in blue). January 2022

Figure VI. Main Street of Villalba de la Sierra with a banner against industrial farming right under the name of the
Hotel. December 2021.

iii

Figure VII. Water stream in the basing of the Mayor River. Threatened by the nitrogen pollution, this river is a
tributary of the Cabriel river, which basin becomes a Natural park few kilometres down the stream. January 2022.

Figure VIII. Planned location for and industrial farm. The water pump is already there. December 2021.

iv

Figure IX. Industrial pig farm in Cuenca. December 2021.
.

Figure X. “We dont want industrial farms in Cañete”. Graffiti paint in the roadside arriving to Cañete. January 2022.

v

ANNEX 2. Research Participants
Number of
Interviewee
1

Age

Sex Occupation

3040
6070
3040
3040
6070
3040
3040
70

F

Works for Médicos Sin Fronteras

M

MN

M

Retired. Used to work as school teacher
Representative of Pueblos Vivos
Primary school teacher.
Local politician from the Green Party in Cañete
Goat shepherd and cheese maker

M

Mayor of Villalba de la Sierra

MN

M

Social worker
Representative of Pueblos Vivos
Pine resin harvest

MN

MN

9

4050

F

10

4050

F

11

70

F

12

6070
3040
4050

M

Owner of rural accommodation, raspberry
producer and member of a local ecologist
organisation
Local politician from a conservative Christian
democratic party (PP) in Cañete. Governing
when the industrial farm project arrived at the
locality
Shop owner
Local politician from PP in Cañete. Governing
when the industrial farm project arrived at the
locality
Retired
Member of the local association against the
industrial farm of the locality
Sheep shepherd

MN

6070

M

Organic vegetable and grain producer
Speak person of a platform against MS
Teacher
Representative of the local association against
the industrial farm in the locality
Hotel owner

2
3
4
5
6
7
8

13
14

15

F

M
M

F
F

Adheres to
MS/MN
MN

MN
MN

MN

MS

MS

MN

MS

MN

MN
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ANNEX 3. Interview Guide
Questions linked to the category of Rural localities
-

What is your occupation?

-

Is it located in this municipality? If not, is it in another municipality of the area or is it in
the metropolitan area?

-

If it is in the rural space, What is the role of your occupation within the area? Hiring local
people/special connection to the landscape/tourism attraction/sustain basic needs
(groceries/clothing and other enterprises)/traditional practices /crafts and other artistic
goods or services / caring services….

-

Do you consider that this specific spatial location/setting is important for your activity?

-

In which ways? What are the specifities of this location?

-

In your oupinion, what are the main elements in which the developent of the area
should be based?

-

What are the main barriers and enablers for developing it in the area?

-

Have you noticed changes in the land use of the area or in the business activity of the
town? If yes, how? Or, in which way?

Questions linked to the category of Formal representations of the rural space
Only for interviews with representatives of formal institutions/associations
-

What is your institution?

-

What are the functions/duties of your institution?

-

Why is it important for this location?

-

What are the main assets (cultural, natural, social) of the locality according to your
institution?

-

What of those elements does yuor institution consider more important to maintain as
they are? Why?

-

According to your institution, is there any current problem associated to this place and
its enjoyment (as visitor)? / what would you change?

-

How would you takle it? / Which do you think would be the best solution?

Questions for interviews with individuals
-

How do you feel the regulations affect your activity in the area? Is there a territorial
strategy that you feel is ruling the development of the area towards the future?
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-

Do you experience any struggle related to the formal and informal rules that apply to
the area in the way you enjoy it?

Questions linked to the category of Everyday lives in the rural
-

Where do you come from? (Not birth place but origin of the trip)

-

How often do you come to this place?

-

For how many years have you been coming here?

-

Do you know people from the place?

-

Do you own a property here?

-

What assets of the locality do you consider more important for your personal wellbeing?

-

What elements of your experience in this place are more important for you?

-

What of those elements do you consider more important to maintain as they are? Why?

-

According to you (and your experience in the place), is there any current problem
associated to this place and its enjoyment? / what would you change?

-

How would you takle it? / Which do you think would be the best way to find a solution?

-

Do you feel enabled to change or to take action for changing those issues?

-

How would you takle it? / Which do you think would be the best way to find a solution?

-

How have you communicate and relate to your neighbours to convince them to be on
your side, or to join the association?

Questions linked to industrial farming:
-

What are the impacts (positive or negative of industyrial farming in the locality?

-

Why do you think industrial farming is blooming in the area?

-

Who are the main actors involved in it?

Questions for the representatives of local organisations:
-

How did you manage to gain the trust of the restvbof the neighboours?

-

Which strategies do you have to stop the macro granja?

-

How much do you think are your opinions and ideas represented by the policy makers?
Do you think your opinion “counts” as a citizen of this location?

-

Does the organisation empower you? In which ways?
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