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Bonus for quick nitrogen decision

Is that a good idea, rewarding quick
decisions with higher compensation,
30 per cent above the market value?
‘There was not that much interest in the
previous schemes. It’s hard to say whether this one will work. In the end, each
farmer makes their own assessment:
what are my plans for the future, do I
have a successor, what does the market
look like?’
Is the government pushing too hard
with its ‘quick decision bonus’?
‘The scheme is voluntary so far: farmers don’t have to take up the offer. But
that could change and the government
could force farmers to give up their
business. What is more, there is hardly
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A ‘seriously attractive scheme’ was what
the minister Christianne van der Wal promised farmers who were willing to put an
end nitrogen emissions — and close their
farm as a result. She sent a letter outlining
the scheme to Parliament last Friday. Edo
Gies, senior researcher in Dynamic Spatial
Use, comments on the scheme.
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the future. I can
imagine farmers
in that situation feel a lot of pressure to
let themselves be bought out now, even
if they would really prefer to carry on
farming a few more years.’

Does the scheme offer a solution for
the nitrogen crisis?
‘That depends on where the farms that
stop are: whether they are close to nature
areas badly affected by nitrogen. It seems
sensible to prioritize the closure of farms
located in areas where nitrogen deposition causes most problems. The minister
has now asked the provinces to come
up with a plan first. So there still no real
clarity.’ me

Plans for basic grant announced
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A basic grant of 255 euros per month for students who are
renting and 91 euros for students still living at home: these are
Education minister Robbert Dijkgraaf’s plans.
Parliament can have a say in the plans as long as the new
student financing system does not cost more than the one
billion euros per year reserved for it and can start in September 2023.
Before the basic grant was abolished, students in rented
accommodation got 312 euros and students living at home
got 112 euros. So Dijkgraaf’s proposed basic grant is less than
before the abolition in 2015. However the supplementary grant
for students from low-income families is more. Previously it
could be up to 299 euros but now it will remain as much as in
the loan system, namely up to 419 euros per month depending on parental income.

Students who have already started their degree will also be
able to get a basic grant as long as they are still within the
nominal number of years for their degree. Chair of the Dutch
National Students’ Association Lisanne de Roos
‘The 91 euros for
is disappointed with the
students living at home
plans. ‘The 91 euros for
doesn’t even cover their
students living at home
tuition fees’
doesn’t even cover their
tuition fees and a grant of 255 euros for students who are
renting only leaves 44 euros a month for groceries and rent
after paying the fees.’ She says the proposed basic grant is
‘definitely an improvement financially’ for students but it won’t
solve their problems. hop

