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In other news science with a wink
GENEALOGY

Resource

10•03•2022 PAGE 10

Genealogists are happy if they can
trace their ancestors back as far
as 400 years. With genes, Oxford
researchers can now go back tens
of thousands of years. By making
a family tree of individual genes,
and superimposing those family
trees, they can trace a direct line
back to the moment when a genetic variant arose. Putting the gene
in genealogy.

GENEALOGY (2)
The researchers used the genomes of 3609 people worldwide,
going back 100,000 years. This
is big data science. By adding

information about the location of
the gene under investigation, it
is possible to deduce where common ancestors must have lived.
The gene family tree is the ultimate evidence of how we are all
connected.

AUTUMN
The impact of the asteroid in
Mexico that wiped out the dinosaurs took place in our springtime,
scientists at VU University Amsterdam and elsewhere have concluded from research on fish fossils.
The fish were literally buried alive
within an hour of the impact.
Exact dating is impossible. At the

site, of course, it was more like
autumn. A memorable moment.

SHORT STRAW
Women are twice as likely as men
to develop Alzheimer's disease.
This is due to the menopause,
researchers from the Chinese
Academy of Sciences have shown.
During this period, women produce extra FSH, the hormone that
plays an important role in ovulation. That hormone sets off a chain
reaction that leads to Alzheimer's
disease. Women always get the
short straw. rk

