Uncovering the quality
of forest regeneration
in the Amazon

Scalable sustainability
insights of agri commodity
imports

From 2020-2022 | Total budget € 112,000

Period 2021 | Budget € 40,000

Naturally regenerating forests are the solution for restoring large expanses of

The Netherlands plays a central role in imports and re-exports of key agri

tropical forests at low costs. The rates of recovery and the levels of

commodities such as cocoa, palm oil, coffee, soy and many others. For many

biodiversity attained by such forests vary widely. For example, in landscapes

years, public and private sector organisations have worked on improving the

severely fragmented or subject to repeated burning, regenerating forests

transparency of the sustainability profile for these agri commodities (e.g.

have limited capacity to restore ecosystem services. In the Brazilian Amazon,

using certification schemes), but still many gaps exist in terms of

21% of previously deforested land is now covered by regenerating forests of

sustainability risk and impact insights. The objective of this SMP is to explore

unknown ecological integrity.

options for generating scalable sustainability insights of agri commodity

This project synthesises the scientific knowledge and translates it into

imports. We will use soy flows from Brazil as an example to better

guidelines for classifying and monitoring the ecological quality of regenerating

understand the options to develop a scalable tool or platform. These

forests in the Amazon. Protocols for field and remote sensing assessments

learnings will be used to examine the options for other crops and countries.

will be designed by an international group of 20 experts from 12 institutions.

Ultimately, this SMP should provide an answer to how we can close the gap in

The results of this synthesis will enable mapping and monitoring of the

terms of sustainability profiling of agri flows. In addition to the port of

quality of regenerating forests in the Amazon and will hopefully contribute to

Amsterdam (lead partner), we will involve other stakeholders in soy and with

the implementation of public policies on forest restoration.

a general interest in sustainability profiling of agri commodities (i.e. retail,
agri traders, NL Embassy and Agri Council in Brazil and local producers and

The project is supported by the Brazilian Center of Synthesis in Biodiversity

suppliers of farm inputs).

and Ecosystem Services – SINBIOSE, and is coordinated by the National
Institute for Amazon Research- INPA based in Manaus, Brazil and the Forest
Ecology and Forest Management Group from Wageningen University.
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