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Indigenous people and local communities (IPLC) significantly contribute to

This PhD research is part of FOREFRONT, an interdisciplinary research

the conservation of biodiversity and ecosystem services that are crucial for

programme in Brazil and Mexico on complex social-ecological systems in

human well-being via indigenous and local knowledge systems.

agro-forest frontier areas. In Brazil the research is taking place in the region

Environmental policies have addressed biodiversity and climate change by

Zona da Mata Mineira (part of the Atlantic Forest biome) in three

assessing community contexts and planning management with IPLC. This

municipalities that can potentially form part of an ecological corridor between

research investigates the challenges and alternatives for achieving legitimate

the Carapaó National Park and the Serra do Brigadeiro State Park. The

and effective policy, by the integration of IPLC and scientific knowledge

research is part of an ongoing, long-term action research between

systems, worldviews, and practices in policy assessment and planning to

researchers of the Federal University of Viçosa (UFV) and local peasants.

address the needs of diverse stakeholders. We rely on two in-depth case

This PhD research shows how rural youth in Zona da Mata become political

studies: the Malhada Grande Maroom Community (in the Minas Gerais state)

actors by following diverse critical, place-based education initiatives. As a

and the Kaxinawá de Nova Olinda Indigenous Land and the System of

result of this transformative and transgressive learning, young peasants are

Incentives for Environmental Services REDD+ policy - SISA, acronym in

strengthening agroecological practices on their fields, while at the same time

Portuguese (in Acre-Brazil). This inter and transdisciplinary research involves

re-signifying agroecology as a movement for cultural diversity and

a partnership with the Brazilian Embrapa-Acre and bridges Southern

biodiversity. Research is based on two years of fieldwork and ethnographic

(ethnoecological) and global frameworks such as the International Platform

filmmaking (see, for example, the link to YouTube).

on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services. The WUR supervision ensured
leading-edge, engaged research and we intend to maintain collaboration in
the future. Our contributions to advance debate on and implementation of
policies with IPLC have been shared in WUR events and scientific publications.
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