NEWS

Infarm partners
with WUR
Infarm, a large network for vertical agriculture, is funding two PhD students
and a postdoc over the next four years
to optimize tomato production in terms
of taste, nutritional value and yield. The
tomatoes will be grown hydroponically
indoors, in water containing nutrients
and under LED lighting. An Infarm
research team
An Infarm
will also be
research team
based at the
will also be
Wageningen
campus.
based at the
Infarm has
Wageningen
already set
campus
up more
than 1400 vertical nurseries in North
America, Asia and Europe, in which
more than a million plants are grown
every month. The company claims that
indoor cultivation uses 95 per cent less
land and water than land-based agriculture, and no chemical pesticides.

Startlife invests millions in
startups again
Innovative startups aiming to make the food supply chain
more sustainable can once again apply for loans from
Startlife.
The loans will be between 75,000
and 250,000 euros per company. The
financing comes from a new fund,
Startup Fund Gelderland.
The money is earmarked for young
knowledge enterprises that implement sustainable food production, for
instance by cutting greenhouse gas
emissions in agriculture, reducing food
waste or developing meat substitutes.
Startlife always grants the loans in
combination with professional coaching and supervision. The startups also
get access to knowledge and expe-

rience from leading companies and
investors. To be eligible, startups must
be located in Gelderland.
The province of Gelderland is financing the fund and development company Oost is managing it. It is a six million euro revolving fund, which means
that loans that are paid back become
available again for other startups.
Startlife has already provided around
eight million euros in loans to startups
through previous funds. as
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Experimental results

Infarm is looking for ways to reduce
growing costs and improve the quality of the tomatoes. The researchers
at WUR will use modern sensors and
scanners to evaluate the growth rate,
health and nutrient content of the
tomatoes.
WUR professor of Horticulture and
Product Physiology Leo Marcelis: ‘This
partnership is an ideal opportunity for
WUR to apply experimental results in
practice because the research conditions are representative of actual
cultivation conditions.’ He wants to
make the knowledge acquired in these
projects generally applicable, with the
aim of improving tomato yields and
quality while drastically reducing water
and energy consumption. as

Societies open again
Student societies are allowed to open their doors again, albeit with Covid measures
in place, similar to those affecting bars and restaurants. That means that a digital
Covid pass is compulsory, face masks must be worn until you are seated, and there
is allocated seating. The Wageningen student societies' boards are pleased: ‘The
news always leaks out a few days early, so we saw it coming, but you don’t count
your chickens until they hatch,’ says Anne van der Molen, chair of SSR-W. ‘When we
heard that we could stay open until 10 in the evening, there were cries of relief in the
boardroom.’ lz  Photo SSR-W
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