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New programme in
technological design
Successful test of
Wageningen Covid vaccine
Tests with S1-VLP, the Wageningen
coronavirus vaccine, have been successful.
Even a low dose produced a good immune
response in mice. The Wageningen
research groups Virology, Bioprocess
Technology and Biochemistry published
this result in early October in mBio.
The vaccine, a protein that is made in
the cells of a moth, can be produced on
a large scale: a single bioreactor with
insect cells can supply a million doses.
Danish partners of the Wageningen
researches have also developed a similar
protein vaccine, ABNCoV2, which was
tested earlier this year in a clinical trial
by Radboud University Medical Centre
in Nijmegen. It is now in the final trial
phase. If that too is successful, the
pharmaceutical company Bavarian
Nordic will bring it on the market.
Info: gorben.pijlman@wur.nl

This Engineering Doctorate is specifically
geared to design. WUR says it will play an
important role in the translation of scientific
knowledge into practical applications, for
example developing robots for use on the
farm of the future, or smart wildlife overpasses that facilitate mobility among wild
animals.
Wageningen is following the example set by
the other Dutch technical universities, which
have had a similar option for some time.
Pieter Munster, a policy officer at Corporate
Strategy & Accounts, says there is clearly a
demand for this in the Wageningen domain.
This postgraduate programme is shorter
than a PhD — two instead of four years —
and also has a different focus. ‘PhD research
projects are intended to push the boundaries
of science whereas engineering doctorates
are much more practical: they are all about
a specific design assignment for a specific
organization,’ explains Munster.
Master’s students and organizations that
have a possible assignment are welcome
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Wageningen is introducing a new kind of degree programme: a two-year
postgraduate course in technological design. The programme is called
Designs for Agrifood & Ecological Systems and will be accepting candidates
from 1 January.

to contact Wageningen. In addition to six
places funded by Wageningen, there is also
room for externally funded candidates.
Info: www.wur.eu/engd
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New high-tech
electric greenhouse
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Wageningen Campus now has a new high-tech research
greenhouse, Serre Red. It runs on electricity rather than
fossil fuel. The greenhouse stands out globally for its size
(4000 m2), the fact that it is divided into over 60 compart
ments and the extremely stringent safety standards,
enabling disease trials and genetic modification. All the
compartments have their own climate control, air filters
and access locks. Most of the technical equipment is
contained under the greenhouse so that the compartments
get enough light and there are no issues with shadows.
Access to the facility is subject to strict conditions.
However, there is a virtual tour available on www.wur.eu/
serre-red where everyone can view the greenhouse and
learn about the researchers and their experiments.
Info: dolf.straathof@wur.nl

