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This list was compiled as part of the REFLOR-CV project. The ‘Building Adaptive Capacity and Resilie nce of the Forestry Sector in Cabo Verde’ 
(Reforço da Capacidade de Adaptação e Resiliência no Sector Florestal em Cabo Verde) REFLOR -CV is a four year project which started in 
2017, funded by the European Union and implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). The main 
objective is to increase resilience and enhance key adaptive capacity to address the additional risks climate change poses to  desertification 
and land degradation in Cabo Verde at the national level. In particular, this project aims to encourage forest management for civil society 
organizations with the goal of mitigating climate change -induced desertification processes and strengthening the resilience of communities 
in the specific context of Santiago, Fogo and Boa vista Islands. Also, this project aims to contribute to the national climate change mitigation 
targets, as indicated in the Cabo Verde Intended Nationally Determined Contributions, by contributing to approximately 10% of  the intended 
national reforestation target and CO2 removal. REFLOR -CV has three technical components:  
 
1: Integrating climate change risks into forest policy frameworks, and institutional and individual capacities for more resil ient forestry;  
2: Reducing the effects of  desertification and land degradation on targeted islands through reforestation and re -naturalization of forested 
areas for a participatory approach to forest resource management;  
3: Knowledge and lessons learned are captured, analysed and disseminated.  
 

The REFLOR-CV Project aims to increase resilience and improve the country's adaptation capacity to face the increased risks of climate c hange, 
with particular impacts on desertification and land degradation, in selected forest areas. The Project aims to p romote participatory forest 
management, strengthening the personal and collective capacities of communities and institutions responsible and involved in forest 
management, to adapt to desertification in the context of climate change, and other effects, and  to strengthen the resilience of various 
communities of the islands of Santiago, Fogo and Boa Vista. This implies engaging women, men, specific groups and communities  in a 
participatory way in the identification, evaluation and implementation of the option s that best suit their local contexts, which are diverse on 
each island contemplated by the Project, in terms of the challenges they face in and their socio -economic profile.  
 
This annex to a report on Natural Product value chains is part of the REFLOR-CV project. It supports the FAO project team by investigating 
first which natural product and non-timber forest products (NTFPs ) are commercialised and form value chains in Cabo Verde. Secondly how 
natural products can contribute to build the adaptive capaci ty and resilience of the forestry sector in Cabo Verde and create livelihood 
improvement opportunities for the benefit of local people. The list was compiled based on a review of literature (FAO project documents, 
grey literature, databases, maps and acade mic literature) on species used, their environmental, cultural and use values and sustainability 
issues; a survey with nine Community forest Associations; visits to 16 sites in February and October 2021 in Santiago, Fogo and Boa Vista 
islands and 33 interviews and meetings to map where products are harvested and grown; eleven market and retail shop visits, observations 
and photos to understand where, how and when NPs are sold on Cabo Verde. Meetings with FAO staff and stakeholders  such as INIDA and 
Uni-CV  provided additional data. Feedback is welcome to verina.ingram@wur.nl   

  

mailto:verina.ingram@wur.nl
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List of Natural Products commercialized in Cabo Verde  
Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Alfarrobeira  Ceratonia silipua  E-N Soil stabilization  D  Cha, Fogo In O  

 Acacia Acaia sirissa          

 Beefwood  Casuarina 
equisetifolia 

 

Tree E Shade tree    Santiago Johnson 2005  

Espinho preto Egyptian 

thorn 

Acacia nilotica

 

Tree N Shade tree    Santiago Johnson 2005  

Cacto Cactus  

Fig  

Opantia ficus-indica 

 

Fruits  E-N Food   D  Santiago In  

 Sweet 

wormwood 

Artemisia annua

 

Leaves  E-N Medicinal (anti malaria, use in 

soaps) 

Drying, 

processi

ng 

D  Santiago 
(Melegueta 
Santiago), Boa 
Vista (Tambara)  

S In  

 White thorn  

 

Faidherbia albida

 

Flowers 

Leaves  

N Fodder   D  Santiago Lindskog 1996  
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Abacate   Persea americana

 

Leaves  N? Medicinal   D L Mercado 
municipal, Santiago 
50 Santiago Santa 
Catarina 150 E 

MS  

Abencte     N Food   D  Santiago S (Montes)  

Acácia  

Espinho-branco 

Acaia  Acacia capeverdiane Leaves 

branches  

E Casa de animais  

Fuelwood charcoal  

Fodder 

carvão 

 D l Santiago In   

Acácia Acaia  Acacia spp. 

Acacia bironosia 

Acacia holocericia

 

Leaves 

branches 

raizes, 

N 

E-N 

Casa de animais  

Fuelwood charcoal  

Fodder forage 

Carvão 

Watershed protection  

 D l Santiago, Rabil Boa 
Vista  

Stats Biodiv report 
2015, Lopes & 
Meyer 1993 
S In  

6% 

agorofrest

ry species 

n CV 

Afarokeira  Coratonia ciligua

 

Leaves  Medicinal  D  Fogo In  

Agriathus     Medicinal  D A Rabil Boa Vista In   

Aipo  

Aipo roxa 

Aipo de rotcha / rocha 

Purple 

celery 

Lavandula 

rotundifolio Benth. 

Leaves 

Flowers 

Cascas 

N En Medicinal (traditional, cough, 

womens problems sarampo” e 

contra a febre. Estimula 

menstrução). 

 D L Fogo Santiago 
Mercado 
municipal, Santiago 
50 to 100 E bunch 

web MS S Gomes 
2008 

Wild’ and  

cultivated 

http://www.caboverde.com/nature/plant-00.htm
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

(Lamiaceae)

 

Alecrim-brabo 

brabo de folha gorda 

 

 Campylanthus glaber 

subsp glaber  

spathulatus

 

Leaves  E Medicinal (traditional)dores 

de cabeça e perturbações 

menstruais. 

 D L Santo Antão, S. 
Vicente, S. Nicolau, 
Santiago, Fogo e 
Brava 

Gomes 2998 
RCV  

 

Alicrim /  

Chali /  

Alecrim 

 

 

 Campylanthus glaber 

subsp glaber  

 

 N en Medicinal (traditional) 

 

 D L Mercado 
municipals, (Praia 
Santiago 50 E 
bunch, Mercado 
Santa Cathrina 250 
E bunch  
Assomada, Pedra 
Badejo 

S, MS  
I AP 
RCV 

‘Wild’ 

version  

Alexandre     Medicinal  D A Rabil Boa Vista In   

Alfu Bocu   Leaves  N Medicinal (hemeraohids)   D L Mercado 
municipals, 
Santiago 

MS  

Algaroba 

 

Mesquite  

Prosopsis 

Prosopsis juliflora

 

Wood  E-N Fuelwood, fodder    D L Água de Gato 
Watershed, 
southern Santiago  

Johnson et al 2005  

Alicrim branco    En Medicinal  D  Cha, Fogo In O  
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Andrew Fennel    Medicinal  D  Fogo I  

Aruda / 

Arruda 

 Ruta chalepensis L.

 

Shrub 

Leaves  

 

E-N Medicinal (traditional  pain, 

mosquitos) 

 D L Mercado 
municipal, Santiago 
50E bunch  
 Santiago 
Amelia Mindez 
Valeria, Buentrado, 
Santiago 
Mercado Santa 
Catharina 50 bunch 
fresh Fogo 

MS 
S 
I+O  
I  
AP 
 

 

Aspargo  Asparagus 

squarrosus 

Stems  Food        

Avelon   leaves N Medicinal (traditional)(skin, 

soap, against envy) 

 D L Marche municipal, 
santiago 
75 C small bag 

MS  

Azeolinha  /  

Azedinha 

 Phyllanthus acidus 

Phulantos acidus

 

Fruits  E Food  Process

ed  

D 

A 

L Mercado 
municipals, 
Santiago 100 E 
small tub E bunch, 
Fogo 
 

I In O S MS Web,  In  

Babosa /  

Abe Vela  

Aloe Vera  Aloe vera

 

Leite 

viande  

 E-N Medicinal (headaches, skin, 

soap) 

Processi

ng  

D L Santiago 
Fogo 
Santa Cathraina 
300 E  oil  
Boa Vista (Assoc. 
Tamara) 

In S Rabil I AP MS  See photo 

Bachinuta Wild bean    N Food   D ? Mercado & Cafe 
Nana, Orgãos, 
Santiago 

O See photo  

http://paesaggio.over-blog.com/2016/02/a-azedinha-do-cabo-verde-phyllanthus-acidus.html
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Baobá  

Calabaceira 

Baobab Adansonia  spp

 

Fruit  

flesh  

Husks 

N Shade 

Cultural 

Food (drink) 

Artisanal (shells as tourist 

objects) 

 D  

I 

A 

L Mercado municipal 
Santiago  100 E bag 
(mainly sold in 
markets is Senegal)  
Boa Vista 
(tourism/hotel 
outlets) 
Nursery Flor de 
Lakan 

O I In sell in 

markets 

as a 

blocks & 

drink- raw 

material 

imported 

from 

Senengal  

Beringelu /  

Beringela 

 

 

Yellow 

fruit  

N Medicinal (heamerodis)   D L Mercado municipal 
Santiago 100 E 1 
fruit  

MS  

Birbidjaka 

 

 Datura metel L. 

Datura stramonium L

.  

Shrub 

Spiky 

fruits  

N? Intoxicant (bitter skins used by 

old men)  

 D ? Santiago O  
Romieras et al 2011  

 

Bissap Hibiscus  Hibiscus 

 

 E Drink   D  

A 

L Marche Municipal 
Santiago 100 E 
small bag  

MS  

Bofareira  Nicotina glauca 

 

Seeds N Medicinal (postpartum 

treatment women)  

 D  Boa Vista  In  
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Bolo molon margôs    N Medicinal (skin problems)   L Marche Municipal 
Santiago 50 E small 
bag 

MS  

Brabho / 

Cravo-Brabo 

 Erysimum 

caboverdeanum 

(Chev.)

 

Leaves 

 

N  En Medicinal (traditional)  D ? Santiago I AP web  

Burnelo  

 

  Fruits E Food     Santiago  In  

Camoc   Flower       Santiago Rua Vas I   

Cariz /Carizza Grass  Stalks  N Handicrafts –baskets + banana 

leaves  basket 20cm diameter - 

each type woven by a different 

sellers 

Construction (Roofs, 

matting/screens) 

Drying A L Mercado Sucupira, 
200 to 400 E 
basket, Santiago  
Fogo 
Origin: Pe de Coriz, 
Picks,   
 

MS O In  

Carqueja de Santiago 

Craqueja 

 

 Limonium lobinii

 

Leaves  N White Paint  Drying D  Santiago, Boa Vista  S I (Boa Vista)  

Carrea di likigran    En Medicinal  D  Cha, Fogo In O  

Cente  Centio conte   Medicinal  D  Rabil Boa Vista In   

Centro    Leaves N    ? Santiago 
BV 

S Rabil  

Chá de Abacute   Leaves  N Medicinal (traditional, kidney)   D L Marche municipal, 
santiago 50 C small 
bag 

MS O  

Chá de Licinim /Liknus  Licinim Tea  Leaves N ? Medicinal (traditional tea) Drying D  BV S Rabil  

http://www.caboverde.com/nature/plant-00.htm
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Chá de Ribeiro / Ribeira 

/ Rebeira 

 Chenopodium 

ambrosoides L. 

 

Leaves N Medicinal (traditional tea, 

childless women) 

Drying D L Boa Vista, Fogo 
Amelia Mindez 
Valeria, Buentrado, 
Santiago 

S Rabil 
I O  
I AP 

 

Cidernia   Leaves         

Cidneria vilgote    Leaves  Medicinal  D L BV   

Cimbrão  /  

Zimbro 

Juniper Ziziphus mauritiana

 

Fruits  N Food 

Medicinal (traditional tea) 

Drying D L Marche municipal, 
Santiago 
75 C small bag 
Mercado & Cafe 
Nana, Orgãos, 
Santiago 
Mercado Santa 
Cathrina 200 & 400 
E bagss 

MS O  I In  

Colarau Achiote Bixa orellana 

 

Seeds  N-E Food condiment   D L Ecocentro, Sao 
domingues 

O  

Congo Wild bean    N Food   D ? Mercado & Cafe 
Nana, Orgãos, 
Santiago 

O See photo  

Conífera Conifer    E Timber   D  ?  Stats Biodiv report 
2015 

!% 

agorofrest

ry psecies 

in CV 

Cravo breu    Flowers? N Medicinal  D ? Amelia Mindez 
Valeria, Buentrado, 
Santiago  

I O See photo 

Creolina   Leaves  Fodder   D  Fogo In  
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Crianca     Medicinal  D A Rabil Boa Vista In   

Curcaison     Medicinal  D A Rabil Boa Vista In   

Dorela   leaves E Medicinal (traditional) 

 

 D L Santiago Santa 
Catarina 100 E bag 

MS  

Dragoeiro 

Draco/ Sang de draco 

Dragon Tree Dracaena draco 

Dracaena cabo 

verdiana

 

Cascas 

Sap 

N En Medicinal (traditional) 

Medicinal (traditional in grogo) 

Sap (historical trade)  

Cultural 

 D L Santiago 
 São Nicolau Santo 
Antão 

Romeiras et al 2014 
I AP nursery  

 

Erva cidreira /  

Erva cideira 

 Satureja forbesii

 

Leaves  E ? Medicinal (traditional infusão, 

dores de estômago e gases) 

 D ? Santiago 
(Varandhina) 

S  I MS  

Erva doce  

Funcho ? 

 Anethum graveolen 

 

Foeniculum vulgar 

 

Leaves  N Medicinal (traditional)  D L Mercado municipal 
100 E bag/bunch  
Santiago Santa 
Catarina 150 E 

MS I AP  

Erva citerio   Leaves N Medicinal   D L  I  AP  

Esprinta 

 

 

 

 Diarist cineria Stems   Artisanal handicrafts (Weaving, 

baskets) 

Drying 

Weavin

g  

D A L Santiago  I O  
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

 

Eucaliptos Eucalyptus Eucalyptus 

 

Eucalyptus 

camaldulensis 

 

Citadora  

Tronco 

Leaves 

raizes,  

E Casa de animais, combustivel 

p/animais, carvão ? 

Shade  

Food  

Medicinal (Oil, soaps) 

Processi

ng  

D  L Fogo 
Santiago 
Água de Gato 
Watershed, 
southern Santiago 
Mercado 
municipal, santiago 
E 150 small oil  

Johnson et al 2005 

Stats Biodiv report 

2015 Johnson 2005, 

S MS I P SM 

 

 

6% of AF 

species in 

CV 

Fedegosa     Medicinal  D  Rabil Boa Vista In   

Fig 

lemba 

 Ficus microcarpa

 

Tree, fruit  Shade, fodder  D  Santiago 
(Association 
languera) 

In  

Fig 

O sicômoro 

Fig Ficus  

Ficus sycomorus

 

 N 

 

Fuel firewood  D  Bao Vista  Neto et al 2020 

Web 

 

Figueria brabo Wild fig  Ficus gnaphalocarpa

 

Wood  N 

Pr 

Boat building (historical) Processi

ng 

D ? São Nicolau  
 

Romeiras et al 2014 

RCV 

 

https://www.boavistaofficial.com/pt-pt/morfologia-natureza/plantas-flora-boavista-cabo-verde/
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Flor de Carquesa     Medicinal  D  Rabil Boa Vista In   

Funcho  Tornabenea 

bischoffii (J. A. 

Schmidt) (Apiaceae) 

Tornabenea 

depressa K. Schmidt 

& Lobin (Apiaceae)

 

Leaves  N Medicinal (traditional, skin 

problems) 

 D L Fogo web 

RCV 

In 

 

Furemea  Fultiola agame   Medicinal  D  Serre Melegueta 
Santiago  

In  

Gdreira   Leaves  N Medicinal   D L Santiago Santa 
Catarina 150 E 

MS   

Gestibe  Sancostema daltoni  E-N ?   D  Fogo In  

Goioba Guava Psidium guajava

 

Fruit E-N Food  D L Santiago S  

Grevillia Grevillia  Grevillea robusta  

Grevillea spp. 

 

Wood 

Plant  

E-N Timber 

Soil stabilization   

 D  Fogo  Stats Biodiv report 

2015 

1% 

agorofrest

ry psecies 

in CV 

Herne tao     Medicinal   D D Fpgo Rabil Boa 
Vista 

In   

Inshofre    En Medicinal (skin problems)  D L Cha, Fogo In O  

Jacoba   Leaves  Fodder   D  Fogo In  

http://www.caboverde.com/nature/plant-00.htm
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Jatrofa 

Porgeria /  

Purgueria 

Jatropha  Jatropha curcas

 

Wood 

Fruits 

E Fuelwood (biomass), Medicinal 

(traditional, oils, soaps) 

Oil D L Northen Sanitgao, 
Fogo  

O I 

Rivas-Martínez 2017 

 

Jinglano   Leaves  Fodder   D  Fogo In  

Lantana freira/  

kambara 

 

 Lantana camara

 

Woody 

parts 

Fruits  

 

E-N Artisinal  

Fuelwood  

Casa de animais,  

Alimentos p/animais 

carvão 

 D  Santiago 
Fogo 

Johnson et al 2005 

Romerias et al 2011 

O In 

Tavares &  Barros 

2016. 

 

Lantisco  Periploca laevigata

 

Latex  

Leaves 

 

E En Tanning leather (traditional) 

Medicinal (traditional)(gripe 

com tosse e diabetes (parte 

utilizada raiz, caulee folha: 

xarope fervido com água e 

açúcar – tomar 2 x ao dia antes 

das refeições). fodder  

 I  Santiago 
Fogo 

Gomes 2008 

In 

 

Laranja orange  Citrus sinensis

 

Tree 

Fruits 

E Food   D  Água de Gato 
Watershed, 
southern Santiago 
consists 

Johnson et al 2005  

Larenye ?     E Food  D  Santiago S Montes  
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Lignnash / 

Linhachu / 

Linhacho / 

Linhaço 

 Leucaena 

leucocephala

 

Leaves 

Shrub/sm

all tree 

ramos 

 

E-N Medicinal (dengue fever)  

Food fodder 

 D L Santiago (Achada 
falçaõ) Mercado & 
Cafe Nana, Orgãos, 
Santiago 

O In 

Romerias et al 2011 

 

 

Limão lemon Citrus limonia

 

Tree 

Fruits 

E Food   D  Água de Gato 
Watershed, 
southern Santiago 
consists 

Johnson et al 2005  

Língua de vaca 

 

Cow tongue Echium 

hypertropicum  

Echium vulcanorum  

Echium stenosiphon 

Webb ssp. 

 

Shrub 

Leaves  

N 

En 

Pr   

Medicinal (traditional)  D L Santiago 
Fogo 

O I AP I SM 

Gomes et al 2008 

 

Losna /  

Lasna / 

Lorna 

Wormwood Artemisia gorgonium 

 

Fruitas 

Leaves, 

N En 

 

Medicinal (traditional, anti 

malaria, fevers). 

 D L Fogo, Monte Velha, 
Boa Vista Santiago, 
BV 100 E bunch  
Santiago Santa 
Catarina 100 E 
 

Silva et al 2011 

Romeiras et al 2014 

Gomes 2008 

RCV 

MS I AP SM (Fogo,  

Boa Vista) 
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Losna-brabo  Conyza feae

 

Leaves 

 

N En 

Pr   

Medicinal (traditional)  D   Gomes 2008  

Madroni   Leaves 

 

N  Medicinal (traditional)  D  Santiago I AP  

Maguey maguey  Furcraea 

Foetida

 

 E Fuelwood  D L Água de Gato 
Watershed, 
southern Santiago  

Johnson et al 2005  

Malagueta-de-galinha 

margueto-di-galinha 

Podoreira 

Pontadeira 

 

 

 

 

 

Withania chevalieri

 

Shrub- 

leabes 

N En Medicinal (anti malaria)   D  Santiago 
Fogo 

S Romeria et al 2016  

Gomes et al 2008 

web 

 

Malve /  

Malva / 

lolo-branco  

 Lavatera cretica  

 

Abutilon pannosum 

(G.Forst.) Schltdl. 

Annual 

herb 

leaves 

N Medicinal (tea)  D L Santiago  
Boa Vista  

Romeiras et al 2011 

I AP 

 

Manguire  Mango ?  E Food  D  Santiago   

https://academic.oup.com/botlinnean/article/180/3/413/2416481
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Manipu   Leaves N ? Medicinal (colds)   D L Santiago Santa 
Catarina 150 E 

MS   

Marmelo Quince ?      D L Mercado 
municipals, 
Santiago 

MS, I (Rus Vas)  

Marmolano / 

Marmulano  

 

Iron tree  Sideroxylon 

marginata

 

Tree 

Leaves - 

leaves  

 

N En Pr Fuel firewood  

Medicinal (traditional, 

treatment fractures  

ósseas e dores no corpo 

(cataplasma e chá – 

ênfase às Leaves) 

 D L Santiago 
Fogo 

S I AP O  

RCV 

Biodiv report 2015 

Web 

 

nursery 

productio

n of over 

three 

hundred 

tree-size 

trres, the 

only 

dicotiledo

nea 

endemic 

to Cabo 

Verde 

that, had 

not been 

propagate 

in situ or 

ex situ 

(nurseries 

or labs). 

Marmona   Leaves  Fodder   D  Fogo In  

Marve  Maspoco ?   Medicinal  D  Fogo In  

Mas Tordo     N Food   D  Boa Vista S Rabil   

Massciligna    En Medicinal  D  Cha, Fogo In O  

Material / Mageriauo    Leaves  ? Medicinal (tea)  D L Boa Vista (Assoc 
Tamabra) 

I   

https://www.boavistaofficial.com/pt-pt/morfologia-natureza/plantas-flora-boavista-cabo-verde/
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Mato boton / 

Mato botão 

 Globularia 

amygdalifolia

 

Leaves 

Frutas 

Cimentes 

N EN 

(Endan

gered 

IUCN) 

Medicinal (traditional)  D  Santiago (Rua Vas, 
Serre Melegueta) 

I AP S  

Mato branco  Phagnalon 

melanoleucum 

 N-EN Medicinal  D  Fogo In   

Mato sanfo anteo     N Medicinal  D   MS   

Mel /  

Bekieria /  

Mel de abelha  

Honey (bees 

=  abelha) 

 Honey  N Medicinal (traditional)(from 

bees living in rocks/ground in 

rocky areas, hard to find local 

honey now) 

 A L Fogo, Amelia 
Mindez Valeria, 
Buentrado, 
Santiago 
Santiago Santa 
Catarina 150 E 

I, O, Int 

MS 

 

Menher de Gristo    Tree N Ornamental tree     S Montes  

Mergueta de ligna 

 

    Medicinal  D  Fogo In  

Mogno Africano African 

mahogany 

Khaya senegalensis

 

Tree E Shade tree  D  Rus Vas, Água de 
Gato Watershed, 
southern Santiago  
 

Johnson et al 2005 

S O  

 

Molon bolo   

 

 Globularia 

amygdalifolia ?? 

 

Fruit  N Medicinal (traditional, skin, 

blood purifier)  

 D L Mercado 
municipal, Santiago 
Fogo 
 

MS   
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Cucumis mel 

Molon margos   Fruit? N Medicinal (traditional) 

 

 Web  L Mercado Municpal, 
Santiago 
50 E small bag 

MS  

Monti     Medicinal  D  Rabil Boa Vista In   

Moringa  Moringa Moringa oleifera 

Lam

 

 E-N Medicinal   D I L Santiago I SM AP 

Romerias et al 2011 

2015 

hype, 

over- 

exploitati, 

became 

rare in 

wild Now 

little 

exploted 

around 

house/far

ms  

Mostarda / Mostardo 

  

 Diplotaxis 

antoniensis

 

 N En Medicinal 

Food  

 D  Santiago Top de 

Coroa 

S Rabil I AP   

Mostarda preta 

 

   E-N  Medicinal  D   Romerias et al 2011  

Mostarda-brabo 

Mostarda-bravo 

 Diplotaxis glauca  N En Medicinal  D     

https://www.boavistaofficial.com/pt-pt/morfologia-natureza/plantas-flora-boavista-cabo-verde/
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Diplotaxis gracilis 

 

Mulga De Guarda-Chuva umbrella 

mulga 

Acacia holosericea

 

 E Medicinal  D  Água de Gato 

Watershed, 

southern Santiago  

Johnson et al 2005  

Mulher de Cristoe Cristoe 

woman 

 Plant  N Ornamentao  D  Santiago S Montes  

Neem / 

Nim / 

Tendente 

 

Neem Azadirachta indica

 

 E Fuelwood, medicinal (anti-

mosquito)  

Drying 

Soaps  

D  Água de Gato 
Watershed, 
southern Santiago,  
Mercado & Cafe 
Nana, Orgãos, 
Santiago  

Johnson et al 2005 

O 

 

Noui   Leaves  N? Medicinal (traditional skin 

problems) 

 D  Mercado & Cafe 
Nana, Orgãos, 
Santiago 

O  

Olivera   Leaves 

 

N  Medicinal (traditional oil, tea,)  D  Santiago I AP Tree 

species 

Oricella  Lichen Roccella tinctoria

 

Lichen  N tanning   A   Web  

Padje blanca   Leaves  Fodder   D  Fogo In  

https://www.boavistaofficial.com/pt-pt/morfologia-natureza/plantas-flora-boavista-cabo-verde/
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Padje corde   Leaves  Fodder   D  Fogo In  

Paia santa      Medicinal (traditional)  D  Santiago (Serre 

Melegueta) 

In  

Paper     Medicinal  D  Rabil Boa Vista In   

Pimenta rosa  Cillias moles ? Seeds E Food (condiment)  Drying D L Cha, Fogo In O  

  Parkinsonia aculeata

 

Leaves  E Forage  D L? Santiago Lopes & Meyer 

1993v 

 

Pinha  Annona squamosa 

 

Fruit E Food   D     

Pinho Pine Pinus spp.

 

wood E Fuelwood   D  Mercado 

municipals, 

Santiago 

Stats Biodiv report 

2015 

MS 

1% 

agroforest

ry species 

in CV 
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Piorno  Lotus jacobaeus 

Lotus purpureus

 

Herb 

leaves 

E Medicinal (traditional)(febre e 

dores no peito e nas 

costas (chá – ênfase às Leaves) 

 D  Santiago Gomes 2008  

Póo Sobe     N     Santiago S Rabil  

Prelude baboga   Leaves  N Medicinal (traditional, mix with 

aloe Vera)  

 D  Marche municipal, 

santiago 50 C small 

bag 

MS  

Preto White fever 

tree 

 

 

   Medicinal  D  Santiago  I   

Prosopis 

 

Prosopis 

mezquite 

Prospis juliflora  

spp.

 

spineria 

 

Tree E-N Fuelwood, charcoal    D L (BV) Santiago, Boa Vista 

(Bofareira, Achada 

Falcao) 

O, S, In Stats Biodiv 

report 2015, Lopes & 

Meyer 1993 

6% 

agorofrest

ry secies 

in CV 

Purgueira   Jatropha curcas Tree 

leaves 

N Medicinal (traditional)(skin 

problems)  

Oil D L Rabil Boa Vista  

Santiago 

(Melegueta 

Santiago, banana 

In  

O 

MS 

In 

 

https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/BF02393794.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/BF02393794.pdf
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

 

lady house Agua de 

Gato Santiago – 

tree photo) 

Mercado Santa 

Cathrina  

Mercado municipal 

Santiago 250 E 

bottle  

Putona     Food (flour)  D  Rabil Boa Vista   

Rabagat   Leaves  Fodder   D  Fogo In  

Ratcha pedra     Medicinal  D  Rabil Boa Vista In   

Riccinou / Riccinau  

Ricino / 

Mamona /  

Bafareira djaqui 

Castor, ricin Ricinus communis

 

Seeds N E-N Medicinal (oil) Processi

ng  

D L 

E (old) 

Bao Vista, Fogo, 

Santiago 

In MS O 

Romerias 2011 

 

Rico de coqueil     Medicinal  D A Rabil Boa Vista In   

Rissimo     N ? Medicinal  Oil D L Santiago Santa 

Catarina 300 bottle E 

MS   

Romanie   leaves N Medicinal   D L Santiago  I AP  

Rotch pedro   leaves  Medicinal (traditional 

diabetes) 

 D  Santiago  Serre 

Melgueta 

In  

Ruvalvo   Leaves ? N medicinal  D  Amelia Mindez 

Valeria, Buentrado, 

Santiago  

I +O See photo 

Sabão-de-feiticeira /  

Erva-de-s.joão 

 Celsia cystolithica Leaves  E Medicinal (traditional 

Tratamento de febre (suco das 

Leaves em solução aquaosa, 

utilizada no banho) 

 D  S. Antão, S. Vicente 

(extinta) S. Nicolau, 

Boavista (extinta), 

Maio 

(extinta), Santiago, 

Fogo 

Gomes 2008  
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Saião  Aeonium gorgoneum Tree         

Sabon de calpipi    En Medicinal  D  Cha, Fogo In O  

San Caetano  Momordica 

charantia

 

Seeds  N Medicinal (traditional dog 

ticks) 

 D  Mercado & Cafe 

Nana, Orgãos, 

Santiago 

O See photo 

(orange 

flower 

vine)  

Pimenta rosa  Schilus molis ?  

Scarcostema 

dalchstan ? 

Fruit  N Food   D L Cha de Calderias 

sold to tourists in 

season 

In  

Seda Árvore de Algodão Silk 

cotton tree  

Ceiba pentandra

 

 E     Água de Gato 

Watershed, 

southern Santiago  

Johnson et al 2005  

Septa traeta    En Medicinal  D  Cha, Fogo In O  

Serente cor     Medicinal  D  Rabil Boa Vista In   

Seta  Bidens spp. Leaves  Fodder   D  Fogo In  

Sizal  

Carapate-manila 

Sisal  Agave sisalana

 

Leaves 

Stems  

E-N Casa de animais,  

Artisanal (ropes, hats,baskets)   

Processi

ng 

weaving 

D L Santiago 

Fogo 

O I MS In 

Romeiras et al 2011 
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Sphinho branco 

Espinho-preto 

Black acacia Acacia nilotica

 

 E-N   D L Santiago (Nursery 

Flor de Lakan) 

In  

Tagde   Leaves 

 

N  Medicinal (traditional)  D  Santiago (Riua Vas) I AP  

Tamareira Date palm Phoenix atlantica 

A.Chev., Arecaceae 

Phoenix atlantidis 

 

P. dactylifera L.

 

Fruits  

Leaves  

N 

En Pr 

Food  

Forage (goats), Handicraft 

(Hats, baskets, weaving)   

Processi

ng 

weaving 

D 

A 

L Boa Vista, Santiago  

Nursery Flor de 

Lakan (50 Euro 

seedling) 

Romeiras et al 2014 

O Web Web S 

Monteiro et al 2020 

In 

 

Tamarindos  / 

Tamarindo / 

Tambarina 

Tamarind  Tamarindus indica 

L., Fabaceae)

 

Tree 

Seeds  

E-N 

 

Shade  

Food  

 D 

A 

L Santiago  

Mercado municipal 

Santiago 100 E bag 

Nursery Flor de 

Lakan 

Johnson 2005 

I MS 

Romeiras et al 2014, 

2011 

MS In 

 

https://www.boavistaofficial.com/pt-pt/morfologia-natureza/plantas-flora-boavista-cabo-verde/
https://www.boavistaofficial.com/pt-pt/morfologia-natureza/plantas-flora-boavista-cabo-verde/
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Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Texeirinha  Chenopodium 

ambrosoides L.

 

Texeirinh

a 

 Medicinal (traditional tea, 

fractures) 

 D  Fogo InIn  

Tortolho 

 

 Euphorbia tukeyana

 

wood N Firewood, tanning   A D  Fogo In Web  

Tortuge 

 

 

  Leaves  N Medicinal   D L Santiago I AP  

Tosa   Leaves  Fodder   D  Fogo In  

Tres Maria  Seasanum radiatum 

Shum & Thonn 

 

Leaves N ? Medicinal (hair conditioning)   D L Santiago  

Santa Catarina 150 E 

MS   

Tribina     Medicinal  D  Rabil Boa Vista In   

Trie   Leaves  N Medicinal  Dried 

(tea) 

D   I AP  

Urzela / 

Urzella 

Lichen Roccella tinctoria DC. 

 

 N Dye (historically used) Processi

ng  

A I ? Santiago  

Boa Vista  

In 

Monteiro  et al 2020 

 

https://www.boavistaofficial.com/pt-pt/morfologia-natureza/plantas-flora-boavista-cabo-verde/


26 
 

Name species  

CV Creole  

Name 

English 

/French 

Name  

Scientific  

Plant type 

& Parts 

used  

Status 
Native 

Exotic  

Endemic 

E-N Exotic 

naturalized 

Local uses on Cabo Verde Value 

adding 

Users 
Domestic  

Industrial  
Artisanal 

Value 

chain  
Local  

International  

?=unknown 

Habitat/Locations 

found in CV   

Data sources  

MS=market survey 

I=Informant 

S=Survey  

O=Observation 

In=Interview 

Notes  

Uva-caneta  

Uva canec  

Uvo cornella 

Chinese 

gooseberry 

Physelia peruviana

 

Fruits E-N Food  D  Fogo In   

Xalie / Chloe / Shelie   Lemongrass Cymbopogum 

citratus Stapf

 

Leaves  N? Medicinal   D L Boa Vista, Fogo  I AP  
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