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Een toenemend aantal beleidsstukken op EU- en nationaal niveau heeft - direct of indirect – effect op 
de bossen in Europa. Daarom is er een groeiende behoefte aan een overzicht van de actuele toestand 
van de Europese bossen. Het Forest Information System for Europe (FISE) is opgezet om in deze 
behoefte te voorzien. In dit rapport wordt de voor het FISE-platform ontwikkelde inhoud in de vorm 
van mock-ups getoond.  
 
A large and growing number of EU and national policies draw on, or affect directly and indirectly, 
Europe’s forests, including their ecosystems. Hence, there is a need for improved efforts to provide 
up-to-date assessments of the condition of European forests. The Forest Information System for 
Europe (FISE) is launched to respond to this need. This report shows the content developed for the 
FISE platform in the form of mock-ups.  
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1 Introduction 

A large and growing number of EU and national policies draw on, or affect directly and indirectly, 
Europe’s forests, including their ecosystems. The European Green Deal and the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy for 2030 refer to the important role that forests play for biodiversity, climate and water 
regulation, the provision of food, medicines, materials and woody biomass, carbon sequestration and 
storage, soil stabilisation and the purification of air and water. In addition, fires, pests, and extreme 
weather including droughts and storms are damaging forests more frequently; a trend that is 
expected to further increase with climate change. Forests also suffer from continued habitat and 
biodiversity loss, while high nitrogen depositions are a concern, along with urban sprawl, and invasive 
alien species.  
 
Hence, there is a need for improved efforts to provide up-to-date assessments of the condition of 
European forests. This requires more accurate, frequent data and assessment tools on the status and 
management of Europe’s forest ecosystems. Moreover there is a need to link to all EU forest-data 
web-platforms. The Forest Information System for Europe (FISE) is launched to respond to this need. 
FISE is a harmonized forest information system for the 27 EU Member States and the non-EU EEA 
member countries in the form of a web portal. 
 
Between 2018 and 2021, Wageningen Environmental Research and its partners provided services for 
the European Environment Agency and Directorate-General for Environment of the European 
Commission as part of the framework contract called ‘framework service contract for providing 
services in the area of natural capital and ecosystem assessment. Lot 1: Spatial analysis and mapping, 
informing ecosystem-based management’. Within this framework contract, specific contract ‘Content 
update and development of the Forest Information System for Europe (FISE)’ focussed on providing 
content for the FISE platform in the form of mock-ups. 
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2 Approach 

Prior to the start of the contract, the donors DG Environment and the European Environment Agency 
(EEA) provided a list of priority topics to be addressed and updated. With an interdisciplinary team of 
topical experts, editors, data analysts and designers new content has been developed for these topics. 
Topical experts include forest management scientists, climate experts and nature conservation 
specialists. 
 
Content was produced in the form of mock-ups. Mock-ups combine content, data and map 
visualisation to explain the state and development of the respective topic. A mock-up includes the 
causes for development on the state of the topic, the impacts, the responses and solutions for 
mitigating any negative impacts, and the implications thereof. For each mock-up, first a draft outline 
was produced, to indicate the logical flow of information, draft visualisations, the location on FISE and 
possible crosslinks. 
 
After feedback from the donors, the content was adapted to incorporate the feedback and 
reformulated by a professional editor. A graphical designer developed artwork, such as info-graphics 
and photographs, and applied a consistent layout.  
 
The following mock-ups were produced: 
 Homepage, that serves as a visual summary of what is on FISE. It providers clarity to users and 

stimulates exploration of the website’s content; 
 Banners and spotlight items, the branding of the FISE website with important topics 
 Forest area 
 Nature 
 Climate change 
 Bioeconomy 
 Biodiversity 
 Vitality 
 Management 
 Country factsheets 
 
The above mock-ups are displayed in the section below. 
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3 Mock-ups 

3.1 Homepage 
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3.2 Banners and spotlight items 
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3.3 Forest area 
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3.4 Nature 
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3.5 Climate change 
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3.6 Bioeconomy 
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3.7 Biodiversity 
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3.8 Vitality 
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3.9 Management 
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3.10 Country factsheets 

3.10.1 The Netherlands 
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3.10.2 European Union 
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