SCIENCE

New tone in advice on eels
The latest advice issued by the
International Council for the Exploration
of the Seas (ICES) is for Europe to stop
all eel fishing, including catches of
glass eels. But it is far from certain that
Europe will follow that advice.
That the advice from ICES is now
so severe is mainly a question of
formulation, says Tessa van der
Hammen, a researcher at Wageningen
Marine Research
‘It is unclear
and member
of the ICES eel
whether
working group
transferred
(WGEEL). ‘ICES
glass eels
have offspring’ has recommended
completely
eliminating eel mortality due to
humans, including through fishing, for
some time now. The latest report just
says this more explicitly than previous
editions.’
So it does not mean there been a
sudden, dramatic deterioration in eel
stocks. ‘The ICES advice is based on
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the principle of precaution. Numbers
of glass eels (baby eels) arriving at the
coast are still very low and are unlikely
to improve much in the near future.
Given tougher rules on how to word
the advice, ICES has no choice but to
recommend a stop to eel catches.’

Tightened up

The advice also covers glass eel
catches. They are now caught in one
part of Europe and released elsewhere
to mature there. Van der Hammen:
‘That works — most glass eels can

successfully grow into silver eels.
But it is not clear whether the adult
eels are then able to reach the
breeding grounds in the Sargasso
Sea and produce offspring.’ As long as
the effect of this intended restocking
remains unclear, the message is to let
the glass eels swim where they are.
Van der Hammen does not think
there is much chance of the latest
ICES report persuading the European
Commission to ban eel fishing.
‘The substance of this advice and
supporting evidence is in line with
what ICES recommended in the
past. I suspect Brussels will be more
interested in tightening up the Eel
Regulation than in a blanket ban on
catches.’ me

In other news science with a wink
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SUN BIRD
A new bird has been discovered in
Peru: the Inti Tanager. Researchers
from San Diego State University
had the honour of presenting
Heliothraupis oneilli. This is even
a new genus. Inti means sun in
Quechua. The medium-sized bird
has bright yellow feathers and
sings in the afternoon. The tanager
is an extensive family, with about
300 previously identified species.
But the more biodiversity the
merrier.

DINO
Another new discovery in a
different vein is that of a new
iguanodon on the Isle of Wight

in the UK. Researchers at the
University of Portsmouth
identified the Brighstoneus
simmondsi. This herbivore was
about eight metres long and
weighed 900 kilos. And hasn’t
been seen around for quite a
time, of course. The remains were
actually first dug up in 1978, but
only now was it realized this was
an unknown dino. Also welcome.

TEA
Why do teapots always drip?
Scientists from Vienna University
of Technology have figured out this
‘teapot effect’, something no one
has managed since the effect was
first described in 1956. It’s all about

the interplay of inertia, viscosity
and capillary forces. Nice to know,
but can anything be done about a
leaky teapot? Nope. You can’t mess
with the laws of physics.

TINKERING
If you are good at tinkering with
machines, you’ll be good at
processing language, says a study
by the French institute Inserm.
And they know why too: these
skills are lodged in the same
region of our brains. A form of
co-evolution, the researchers
think. The use of tools evolved
in sync with the development of
language. Is your car mechanic
highly articulate too? rk

