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Introduction by Annabeth van Aartsen, 3 Topics mentioned:

• Practical EU guidelines to assess fitness of pigs for transport

• Extreme temperatures and transport of pigs

• Stocking density of pigs during transport

• Additional topic: specific animal welfare requirements for 

transport of piglets needed

• In some MS national regulations in force and own 

guidelines in practice 
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Fitness of Pigs for Transport

Reg. (EC) No 1/2005, Annex I: 

No animal shall be transported unless it is fit for the intended 
journey …
…  sick or injured animals may be considered fit for transport if 
they are: (a) slightly injured or ill and transport would not cause 
additional suffering …

No separation or marking requested

But: when animals fall ill or are injured during transport, they 
shall be separated from the others…

What are the indicators for separation of individual animals 
during transport?
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Fitness of Pigs for Transport (EURCAW indicator factsheet on t.b.):

From: Practical

(EU) Guidelines 

to Assess Fitness 

for Transport of 

Pigs

to be used 

obligatory in a 

MS by 

competent 

authority and 

transporters, 

assembly 

centres and 

keepers
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Fitness of Pigs for Transport

Status quo:
• Guidelines are perceived to be helpful, when illustrated
• Most member States use official EU Guidelines to assess fitness 

for Transport
• Few MS have national Guidelines

Problems:
• No decisions who is responsible: farmers, transporters, 

assembly centers …
• Usually only retrospective determination of violations

Solutions:
• Feed back information from slaughterhouse/CA to farmers
• Clarification and Enforcement
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Extreme temperatures and transport of pigs

Requirements of Reg (EC) No 1/2005 on thermal environment
and monitoring only related to long transport:
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Extreme temperatures and transport of pigs

Interaction of requirements between i. e. thermal conditions and 
stocking density of animals during transport: 

• In a MS are Instructions how to reduce stocking density in case 
of high temperatures in place

• In the same MS animal transports with > 35 °C outside 
temperatures are not allowed

• In a MS slaughter animal transports are limited to 4.5 hours 
when exceeding 30 °C outside temperature (lasting from 2022 
on) 

• No guidelines on this topic existing on EU level
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Extreme temperatures and transport of pigs

EU Platform on Animal Welfare: Transport guides on extreme temperatures: 

Possible only in transport
Vehicles with Air Condition
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Extreme temperatures and transport of pigs
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Stocking density of pigs during transport

Interaction of requirements between stocking density of animals 
and i. e. thermal conditions during transport: 

But what´s about different animal categories and 

behavioural requirements (i. e. lying behaviour, natural 

position, moving area to reach drinkers)? 
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Stocking density of pigs during transport

Some MS with national rules on stocking densities of pigs 
during transport:
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Animal Transport Guides



CAWA
Wageningen Centre for Animal Welfare and Adaptation 

Stocking density of pigs during transport (EURCAW Review)
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Thank you for listening!


