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Abstract
The drop in farming and farmer population in Indonesia, which is characterized by ageing small
holder farmers still relying on peasant farming methods threatens the country's food security.
In this thesis I explore the efforts of agricultural pesantren in empowering young people, and
the community towards engagement in agriculture for food security. The case study approach
was used in this research, Al-Ittifaq Pesantren located at Ciwidey sub-district, in Bandung
district of West Java was the case study.
Data was collected by conducting direct observation of activities and people at the research
location, conducting informal interviews and by document analysis of documents and resources
related to the topics in the research. The data collected was analysed through reduction
techniques, coding/categorizing, and identifying patterns, that enabled building a logical chain
of proof.
This study explored more on the food availability dimension of food security, a holistic
examination of the food security concept involving the other two dimensions food accessibility
and food utilization in the food security concept could be a subject of future research especially
regarding agricultural pesantren and their contribution to food security.
The study found that Al-Ittifaq Pesantren empowers its students and grassroot communities in
its surrounding through its core functions as a faith based autonomous informal educational
institution by imparting them with a combination of elements from Islamic thought, Sundanese
local wisdom and contemporary thought, to stimulate a sense of independence, self-reliance,
honesty, power, and good character. This is factored into practical real-life farming activities
on farms, post-harvest handling and agribusiness in the pesantren's cooperatives, culminating
into a participatory empowerment process that has produced farmers, farmer groups, a
cooperative enterprise, and productive alumni. The study also found that there was embracing
of newer and better methods of farming that did not exist in the area before and embracing of
technology though still limited in application and scale, such as irrigation semi and full
automated irrigation systems, use of greenhouses, and use of online platforms and social media,
which have contributed to more food production and agri-business, thus contributing to food
security.
Development of working models of youth agricultural empowerment for food security through
institutions like pesantren could be instrumental in efforts aimed at increasing youth
participation in agriculture, promotion of 'agripreneurship', increasing the rapidly declining
farmer populations and improving food security.
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Introduction
Increasing agricultural production is undeniably on the agenda of most countries around the
world including Indonesia, but the shortcomings in Indonesia's agriculture, low technology,
aging peasants, low engagement of the youth in agriculture coupled with other issues pose a
threat the country's food security. Indonesia started off as an agrarian economy with agriculture
as its leading income earner in the past, agriculture still contributes up to 13% of the country's
GDP. Even with these substantial agricultural production figures, Indonesia imports huge
quantities of food and livestock to meet its domestic demand (Pradana et al., 2019). In 2019
alone, the country's food and agricultural imports amounted to $19 billion (ITA, 2020). This
available demand calls for supply, which is an opportunity for Indonesians to step forward and
take advantage of the situation to get involved in more food production and economically
benefit from this demand. However, this is only possible if the local farmers have the will and
developed the capacity to out compete the foreign suppliers. But with a substantial portion of
the country's agricultural production maned by an ageing peasant population using less
innovative and or obsolete less productive agricultural methods, efforts to improve agricultural
output capable to satisfy the ever-increasing demand and out compete foreign food suppliers
will remain distant. The severity of loss of farmers was highlighted in the local press citing
Statistics Indonesia (BPS), which reported that Indonesia lost 5.1 million farmers from 31.23
million farmers in 2003 to 26.13 million by 2013, and that the trend is expected to continue in
the next few years, pointing out that at this rate, Indonesia would lose all its farmers by 2063
(Iswara, 2020, August 13, Jakarta Post; Bappenas, 2006 Muljono et al., 2021). This trend has
been attributed to; the retirement of old farmers, young people preferring to seek work in other
sectors and in urban areas shunning agricultural activities (Muljono et al., 2021). Iswara in the
Jakarta post further reported that young people's reasons for shunning farming and agricultural
activities in preference for other work activities included, but not limited to:
•
•
•

•
•

Less income from farming, Rp 55,503 (US$3.81) earned on average per day compared
to Rp 89,737 per day for construction workers (BPS, 2020).
Attraction to cities like Jakarta where the official minimum wage is Rp 3.9 million per
month, roughly Rp 160,000 per day, three times what farmers earn.
Image-consciousness of most young people who perceive farming as 'dirty,
backbreaking work suited to those from poor backgrounds who have limited or no
education (SMERU, 2016)
Price uncertainties force some farmers to stop farming until they are able to raise
enough capital to farm again.
Dependence on harvest cycles means farmers have to wait out until after harvest to get
returns on their investment and income, any slight hitch in the cycle ends up with total
loss of the farmers investment, a situation few are able to recover from or willing to
attempt again.

Some young people with agricultural backgrounds also have to grapple with various influences
on their career choices, either to carry on with the family legacy as farmers or pursue other
occupations, despite their perception of good incomes from agriculture, these young people
also show nervousness about future guarantees occupational agriculture offers them (Widiyanti
et al., 2018).
7

Source: The Jakarta Post (2020, August 13)

Figure 1. Farmer wages in comparison to other low-wage employment
With the right approach, long term improvement of agriculture output is possible, and young
people like the youth have to be a big part of the process not only as participants but also
custodians of the future. Involvement of young people in any lasting long-term transformation
of a sector like agriculture is inevitable.
A large number of Indonesia's young people spend a period of time in their life attending
studies in Pesantren (traditional Islamic boarding schools). According to the Indonesian
Minister of Religion, Fachrul Razi, the number of pesantren on record by 2020 was 28,194
populated with 5 million resident students (Hidayatullah, 2021, July 5). In pesantren, students
are imparted with Islamic studies, traditions and way of life and also taught skills like
agriculture and business as an addition to the institutions' mainstream. Pesantren are character
building institutions that emphasize teachings about self-reliance, autonomy, leadership and
empowerment, basic function is to empower people (Purwanto and Supriadi, 2019). Therefore,
the other activities that are added to the basic activities of the pesantren are merged in with the
existing empowerment function. Since Islam is a complete way of life, not just a religious
doctrine, many pesantren in Indonesia impart their students with various skill sets both
theoretically and practically to prepare them for further studies and or work after studies at the
pesantren. Al-Ittifaq Pesantren Ciwidey in Bandung is one of such pesantren, it is involved in
agriculture and agribusiness and offers agriculture training to its students, the institution is also
involved in agro-based community initiatives and partnerships. Al-Ittifaq Pesantren stepped
out of its traditional mainstream Islamic studies activities and added the implementation of an
agricultural production and agribusiness model that imparts young people and the with
practical skills in agriculture, a demonstration of the will to meet the ever-increasing demand
of food while nurturing the young generation into agriculture. Initiatives aimed at empowering
the youth in agriculture through education institutions exist, but the empowerment modal at
Al-Ittifaq Pesantren goes further to bridge grassroot communities with markets through
cooperatives. This is a good case of linking education with community and industry, which is
capable of yielding sustainable impacts that can go a long way in meeting Indonesia's
agriculture issues like getting more young people into agriculture towards addressing
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unemployment and the country's food security problem. Actors the like of Al-Ittifaq should be
prepared to push it to the level of competing with or outcompeting current foreign food
suppliers by matching or exceeding their output standards and sustaining the lead. The
possibility of sustaining a leading position is rational if the young people they are involving
currently remember to similarly pass on their knowledge in future to young people and
stimulate them to innovate, take control of their situation to achieve their goals.
Getting young people into agriculture has benefits, but it can be noted that any young people
in Indonesia trained in agriculture have ended up in occupations that are not related to
agriculture citing scarcity of employment opportunities in the agriculture sector like in many
other sectors. The paradox in this is the fact that Indonesia has very fertile land and good
weather ideal for agriculture production with a rich history of its economy starting off as
agrarian and facing increasing demand for food, yet the agriculture sector is unable to absorb
all its graduates and agriculture institutions are still churning out young graduates with the
expectation that they will get employment. This condition can be partly attributed to capital
and investment-oriented development programs that rely heavily on high technology with
minimal human resource inclusion, preferring capital accumulation (Prayitno, 1996; Kuncoro,
1987). This kind of situation highlights a discord between education and the agriculture
industry, and also presents a challenge of assuring young people that they can be successful
actors in agriculture while others already trained are finding it difficult to get absorbed.
Initiatives like Al-Ittifaq Pesantren's agricultural activities present a people-oriented approach
that engages young people to get involved in agriculture, promotes agricultural activities
through farmer groups, promotes better food production methods intensive farming using green
houses and irrigation, and bridges farmers and markets through cooperatives. Participation in
these activities give young people and communities the opportunity to realize the potential they
have to act autonomously as individuals or as groups and attain the power to achieve their goals
(Adams, 2008), by doing so, pesantren empower the people they engage in these activities.
Pesantren are usually established on foundations of the struggle to offer education and
community mobilization and services to marginalized communities right from the precolonial
era up till the present (Assa'idi, 2021). Pesantren started organised schooling in the Indonesian
archipelago as early as the 15th century long before European style education (Lazzavietamsi,
2019). Pesantren alumni throughout Indonesia feature as successful influential figures in
society, business and politics; former president of the Republic of Indonesia (1999-2000),
Abdurahman Wahid was pesantren alumni, the current Vice President Ma'ruf Amin, and six
cabinet ministers are pesantren alumni (Farisa, 2021, Kompass, April 29), other notable
pesantren alumni have founded national social movements and NGOs, political parties and
businesses; the is a testament of the empowering nature of pesantren.
Al-Ittifaq pesantren's participatory approach of engaging young people in agriculture, exposes
them to knowledge, practical skills and civil society activities in farmer groups and
cooperatives, with the aim of nurturing a mind set of considering opportunities around them as
elements that can enable them to achieve their goals. Agricultural pesantren given their
proximity to grassroot communities especially in rural areas have the capability of getting
young people to continue with agriculture as the ageing population retires, increase
employment, entrepreneurship, and support food security. The successes of Al-Ittifaq
pesantren's agricultural activities include turning the community around it into profit earning
farmers, produced an enterprising alumni engaged in agriculture, 80% of cooperative's
9

membership is from the alumni and their families. The pesantren has also demonstrated a modal
that similar institutions can refer to when implementing similar activities, with a possibility of
registering substantial impacts on increasing the farmer population, creating more employment
in agriculture, and increasing local production of food, which is crucial to food security. Such
efforts are worth paying attention to, and possibly replicated and or scaled up to address some
issues in Indonesia's agriculture sector. Details of Al-Ittifaq's activities, successes and impacts
are explained in sections ahead.

Problem Statement
Despite its classification as an agrarian country owing to its high food production and with a
substantial chunk of the economy in the agricultural sector, Indonesia imports huge quantities
of food and livestock to meet its domestic demand (Pradana et al., 2019). In 2019 alone, the
country's agricultural imports amounted to over $19 billion, which is a 6% increase from the
previous year, most notable food commodities imported were rice, diary, soybeans, wheat, and
fresh fruits (ITA, 2020), as well as other agricultural products, yet all these products can be
commercially produced with in Indonesia. Being the world's largest archipelago, Indonesia
possesses 55 million hectares of arable land constituting about 28 percent of its total land area.
It has the fourth-largest population in the world, consisting of 268 million in 2019 (BPS, 2020).
With a high food consumption per capita and instabilities in food prices, attention is
increasingly being paid to food security (Pradana et al., 2019).
Youth make up a substantial section of the population in Indonesia amounting to over 65
million people accounting for 28% of the country's total population of 238 million as per the
population census of 2010 (BPS. 2011), which translates into the substantial section of food
consumers. Only 12% of the young people are engaged directly in agriculture according to a
2019 survey (SMERU, 2017). In Indonesia, of the estimated 35 million farmers in the country,
only 12 percent are under 35 years old (Piesse, 2016). The majority of farmers and workers
directly involved in farming are over 60 years old. Piesse goes on to point out that with this
trend, there is a risk of losing the vital aspects of future agricultural productivity through labor
shortages and a lack of innovation and change in the sector. As earlier noted, Indonesia lost 5.1
million farmers between 2003 and 2013, and that the trend is expected to continue in the next
few years, pointing out that at this rate, Indonesia would lose all its farmers by 2063, the losses
in the sector continued with the agricultural land in the country, which also decreased from
7.75 million, hectares to 7.46 million hectares between 2013 and 2019 (Iswara, 2020, August
13, Jakarta Post). There is a need for farming to embrace and integrate the latest technological
advances and innovations that make faming more productive, viable, profitable and enticing to
young people than it currently is.
Indonesia has the largest Muslim population in the world, and Pesantren are at the core of the
country's education system with millions of mostly young people in the system at any one point
in time (Ma'arif, 2018). According to the Minister of Religion Fachrul Razi, the number of
pesantren on record by 2020 was 28,194 populated with 5 million resident students
(Hidayatullah, 2021, July 5). Pesantren education is mostly equivalent to junior high school
through to vocational education, some pesantren even run education programs supervised by
higher education institutions that lead to awarding of recognised certifications from universities
(Rosidin, 2012). Many pesantren have also founded other formal education institutions that
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offer education under the government education curriculum, Al-Ittifaq Pesantren for instance
founded and supports a kindergarten, a primary school, a junior high school and a senior high
school, all formal and running government curriculums and fully regulated and supervised by
the Ministry of Education. Pesantren however have always maintained their informal highly
autonomous and influential stance and set up for hundreds of years. Several Pesantren have
been at the center of promoting social-economic initiatives in communities (Qomaro, 2019).
These initiatives include agriculture and agribusiness (Widayanti, 2020). Agricultural
pesantren have the capability of mobilizing surrounding rural communities into organised
farmers and their alumni into efficient food producing cooperatives. Al-Ittifaq pesantren has
over 270 farmers households in its cooperative, cultivating about 178 hectares of land,
harvesting 5.7 tonnes of food per day raking in Rp. 9 billion (about $ 628,000) per annum, is a
demonstration of the impacts an agricultural pesantren can have on a community. There are
other pesantren with access to agricultural land and also having farmer cooperatives such as
Al-Mujtahadah Pesantren and Daarul Quran Darussalam Rokan Hulu (Rohul) Pesantren in
Pakan Baru are involved in palm oil plantations, those in farming and selling fruits and
vegetables are, Al-Amin Dumai Pesantren, Al-Hisa pesantren, Ummul Qura Pesantren, and AlHuda Pesantren are producing pine apples, chillies, peppers and other vegetables, Al-Asasiyah
Pesantren and Darul Istiqomah Pesantren are involved in Fisheries, Khairul Ummah Pesantren
involved in livestock Cattle, goats and sheep farming (Al Hasyim, 2019; Riau Provincial
Government, 2020; Shofa, 2021, Jakarta Globe July 28).
As agricultural activities are carried out at pesantrens and replicated in other places, by their
alumni, more young people get engaged in farming and agriculture in general, who will
continue with the trend when older farmers retire, with the application of better farming
methods such as irrigation, good seeds and inputs, mechanisation, and green housing, there is
increased food productivity for food security.
However, most Indonesian Pesantren are solely focused on preparing students to master the
religious sciences, only a small proportion of the students succeed in becoming Islamic
teachers, religious teachers, and clerics (Haryono et al, 2019). Despite pesantren's strategic role
in social-economic initiatives in Indonesia that is supported by many research, the extent to
which Pesantren can be a solution to the double problem of food security and youth
unemployment are still not well researched.
The thesis will take the following structure. Chapter 2 presents the theoretical framework.
Chapter 3 is devoted to describing the design, methods, and limits of this research. The findings
of this research are stretched out into three parts: And Chapter 4 explained the youth
involvement in Agriculture through Pesantren and its effect on Indonesian Food Security (sub
question #1). Chapter 5 elaborates on the empowerment of youth to involve in agricultural
activities through Pesantren (sub-question #2 and #3). The dialog between the findings and the
theoretical framework is held in Chapter 6. The discussion is meant to respond to the problem
statement I have presented above and technically serves as my elaboration in answering the
main research question. I end this report by providing conclusion in Chapter 7.
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Research Question
Based on the background and problem that raised above, the main question that need to be
addressed in this research is:
“To What Extend Agricultural Pesantren could be a solution for double problem of food
security and youth unemployment in Indonesia?”
To equip this research with an appropriate amount of data for the basis of analysis, the main
question above is then divided into three sub-questions:
1.
2.
3.

How does Agricultural Pesantren affect Indonesia’s food security?
How does Al-Ittifaq Agricultural Pesantren empower young people to engage in
agriculture?
To what extent do young people graduating from Al-Ittifaq Agricultural Pesantren
being empowered into agriculture?
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Theoretical Framework
This chapter introduces the concepts which will be used to form the conceptual model and
research perspective of this thesis. The concepts described in this chapter include critical youth
empowerment, and food security. This combination will form the analytical basis that is
implemented to understand and analyse the findings.

Food Security
Involving and incentivizing young people for participation in food production would not only
ensure employment for youth but also help driving innovation, reducing rural poverty and
increasing food security (Özçatalbaş and Imran, 2019). In the past, the concept of food security
was solely based on the why and how of the emergence of malnutrition and its prevention and
alleviation, with a discourse on the subject focusing mainly on better food production and
distribution (Ksenofontov and Polzikov, 2020). Experts agree that over the decades, the
concept of food security has expanded significantly to include various factors that can affect
malnutrition, encompassing and cutting across entire food systems and including recognition
of the social and cultural importance of food (FCRN Foodsource, 2018). Taking into
consideration all aspects in the concept, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations provides a comprehensive definition of a situation of food security as thus:
“Food security exists when all people, at all times, have physical, social and economic
access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food which meets their dietary needs and food
preferences for an active and healthy life” (FAO, 2003).
More experts concur that food security is more than just producing more food and adequately
(Ingram, 2020) distributing it, but that it also encompasses the physical and economic capacity
to obtain sufficient, safe, and nutritious food to meet healthy nutritional requirements for an
active and healthy life (Vhurumuku, 2014). The perception of food security today is its
alignment with safe nutritional needs where diet is sufficient for growth and healthy survival.
For a better understanding of the concept, the four main components; availability, access,
utilization, and stability are put forth (Vhurumuku, 2014; FCRN Foodsource, 2018).
Four dimensions of food security have been identified according to the definition (FAO, 2008).
1) Availability of food produced locally and imported from abroad. 2) Accessibility. The food
can reach the consumer (transportation infrastructure) and the latter has enough money for
purchase. To such physical and economic accessibility is added socio-cultural access to ensure
that the food is culturally acceptable and that social protection nets exist to help the less
fortunate. 3) Utilization. The individual must be able to eat adequate amounts both in quantity
and quality in order to live a healthy and full life to realize his or her potential. Food and water
must be safe and clean, and thus adequate water and sanitation are also involved at this level.
A person must also be physically healthy to be able to digest and utilize the food consumed. 4)
Stability. deals with the ability of the nation/ community/(household) person to withstand
shocks to the food chain system whether caused by natural disasters (climate, earthquakes) or
those that are man-made (wars, economic crises).
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Figure-2. Components of food security and supporting elements
Source: FCRN Food source, 2018.

The presence of pesantren that empower young people to involve in agriculture in their
community will be analysed through the concept of food security but only in the sense of the
first dimension, which is food availability. Therefore, the findings of this research will be
assessed with the first dimension as the parameter, whether the pesantren provided society a
with a food source as is in the Indonesia context.

Critical Youth Empowerment
According to the research conducted by International Labour Organization (ILO), Indonesian
youth are five times more likely to be unemployed than adults. Indonesia's Law No. 40 of 2009
on Youth refers to young people as citizens aged 18-30 years. Even though today’s young
Indonesian are better educated compared to decades ago, still they are having trouble to finding
work even with skills and education. In Indonesian context, agriculture sector could be a
possible solution, A study by Özçatalbaş and Imran (2019) shows that the development
potential of the agricultural sector can be proven to be a solution to youth unemployment. Many
studies have revealed that leaving the villages to pursue a big-city dream is still very attractive
for rural youth, therefore, to empower youth in the area where agricultural lands are mostly
located, i.e., rural areas are pivotal (Qurani et al, 2020).
Empowerment as a term has varied definitions put forth in various contexts, but for the purpose
of this study, suitability of the term was found in Robert Adams' (2008) definition of
empowerment as the ability of individuals, groups, or communities to take control of their
situation, exercise power and achieve their goals. Pesantren are character building institutions
that emphasize teachings about leadership, self-reliance, autonomy, leadership and
independence (Purwanto and Supriadi, 2019); they empower people. The concept of
empowerment has been addressed at both theoretical and practice levels in specific reference
to youth (Jennings et al, 2006). It is a social action process that can occur at multiple levels,
e.g., individual, family, organization, and community. Theorists and researchers across
multiple disciplines have examined and analyzed empowerment and linked it to individual and
collective health, well-being, and environments (Freire, 1970; Jones, 1993; Pinderhughes,
14

1995; Rappaport, 1987; Wallerstein, 1992; Zimmerman, 1988). According to Jennings et al
(2006) Critical youth Empowerment (CYE) builds on, integrates, and expands existing
conceptual models of youth development and youth empowerment. The aim of CYE is to
support and foster youth contributions to positive community development and sociopolitical
change, resulting in youth who are critical citizens, actively participating in the day-to-day
building of stronger, more equitable communities (Jennings & Green, 1993). According to
Jennings et al (2006). There are six dimension that makes CYE is different with other concepts,
there are:
1. A welcoming and safe environment; the environment must be safe, supportive, fun,
caring and challenging.
2. Meaningful participation and engagement; Opportunities for youth to develop
capacities in meaningful forum with youth responsibility and decision-making
3. Equitable power-sharing between youth and adults; Shared power critical, incremental
transfer of power to youth as they gain capacity.
4. Engagement in critical reflection on interpersonal and sociopolitical processes;
Individual- and community-empowerment viewed as interwoven.
5. Participation in sociopolitical processes to effect change; Programs emphasize societal
analysis and encourage social change goals.
6. Integrated individual- and community-level empowerment; Critical reflection integral
to CYE through varied youth-based approaches.
When these six dimensions are fully integrated within youth programs, there are numerous
potential benefits to youth as individual, inter-personal and part of community (Jennings et al,
2006). In evaluating the impact and outcomes of youth empowerment programs, the six
dimensions described here provide a frame of reference for creating these opportunities for
youth and can also guide evaluation efforts. In this research, the role of Pesantren in
empowering youth to involve in Agriculture will be assessed trough these six dimensions of
empowerment.

Pesantren
Talking about Indonesian Grassroots, especially on Java Island, it cannot be detached from
Pesantren's tradition. Pesantren is adapted from madrasa, a traditional Islamic educational
institution that teaches religious subjects including Quranic memorization, Quranic
interpretation, the practices of the Prophet (Hadith), and Islamic jurisprudence (Lukens-Bull,
2010). The name is only unique in Southeast Asia, especially in Indonesia. The word
‘Pesantren’ derived from the word ‘Santri’ with prefix -pe and suffix -an means a place where
a santri/student lives (Dhofier, 1984: 18; Daulay, 2009: 61; Nizar: 87; Engku, at al., 2014: 172).
Pesantren is an exclusive (independent) community that has a certain level of autonomy under
the leadership of a Kyai (Islamic cleric) assisted by Ustaz (religious teachers) living with the
Santri (students), with the mosque as a center of learning activities, and dormitories as the
residence of the students. From very rural settings to the very modern building complexes, and
from small land lots to very expansive estates covering up to hundreds of hectares, Pesantren's
physical infrastructure vary from one institution to another (Fadli, 2010), not to mention the
varied schools of thought in Islamic Jurisprudence they adhere to (Van Bruisennen, 2021). The
Role of Kyai in a pesantren is very pivotal (Arifin, 2013). Kyai is commonly perceived as a
15

charismatic leader, not only by his Santri but also in the wider context of traditional Muslims
in Indonesia. On the other hand, Kyai not only transmit Islamic knowledge and values in an
education system, but also cope with social changes and promoting economic development
(Alam, 2018). Pesantren since the 1970s were viewed by mainstream civil society actors
(Budiwiranto, 2019), and still are taken as the ultimate engines of propelling widespread mainly
rural community social and economic consciousness given their set up as widely spread
autonomous, educational, and influential institutions. As such, mainstream civil society actors
like LP3ES (Lembaga Penelitian, Pendidikan, dan Penerangan Ekonomi dan Sosial, Institute
for Research, Education and Economic and Social Information) formed a pesantren program
called P3M (Perhimpunan Pengembangan Pesantren dan Masyarakat, the Indonesian Society
for Pesantren and Community Development), which signalled the involvement of pesantren in
institutionalised community development (Syamsul, 2018). P3M established the pesantren
network through which pesantren could take over NGO roles in rural areas (Fakih, 1985). Many
pesantren are now coping with the realities of the modern world taking to all kinds of diverse
activities but in conformity with Islamic teachings and traditions (Widayanti, 2020). A few of
such pesantren include: Al-Amin Dumai Pesantren in Riau run a factory producing crackers
from sweet potatoes, mushrooms, and cassava, Syafa'aturrasul Pesantren are involved in
mineral water production and bottling plant, Riau Tech. Pesantren involved in liquid soap
production and bottling, Al-Mujtahadah Pesantren and Daarul Quran Darussalam Rokan Hulu
(Rohul) Pesantren in Pakan Baru are involved in palm oil plantations, those in farming and
selling fruits and vegetables are, Al-Amin Dumai Pesantren, Al-Hisa pesantren, Ummul Qura
Pesantren, Al-Huda Pesantren producing pine apples, chillies and others, Al-Asasiyah
Pesantren and Darul Istiqomah Pesantren involved in Fisheries, Khairul Ummah Pesantren
involved in livestock Cattle, goats and sheep farming (Al Hasyim, 2019; Riau Provincial
Government, 2020; Shofa, 2021, Jakarta Globe July 28). Al-Ittifaq Pesantren opted for
agriculture and agribusiness coupled with several other community activities such as natural
disaster reconstruction responses, conducting mass weddings, mass circumcisions and
mobilising the community to engage in any other initiatives.
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Methodology
The Design
In order to answer the research questions stated in the first chapter, a case study was conducted.
This section provides the reason for choosing a case study approach to answer the research
question. This is followed by brief information reasoning behind the decision of using a single
case study. Beverland and Lindgreen (2010 : 7) define a case study as an exploration of a
’bounded system’ (bounded by time and place) or a case (or multiple cases) over time through
detailed, in-depth data collection involving multiple sources of information-rich in context. The
use of the case study method is considered suitable to be implemented for this research as it
allows the exploration and understanding of complex issues. To understand this real-life
phenomenon, this research used a case study approach.
The case study in this research is Al-Ittiffaq Pesantren located in the Ciwidey locality, Ciburial
Village, Desa Alam Endah, Rancabali District, Bandung Regency in West Java Province of
Indonesia. Founded in 1934 by K.H. Mansyur in the highlands of Desa Alam Endah area 12001500 meters above sea level, with rolling hills spread out wide (Fuad, 2010). The pesantren is
seated on 45 hectares of land currently has over 450 resident students (over 1000 with nonresidents), has over 60 teachers most of them alumni of Al-Ittifaq.

Figure-3. Al-Ittifaq Pesantren in West Java
Source: Google Maps, 2020; freeworldmaps.net
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The pesantren runs an agriculture cooperative of 270 farmer households from the surrounding
areas cultivating 132 hectares of land intensively producing 126 varieties of mainly vegetables,
spices, and fruit such as chillies, peppers, tomatoes, ginger, turmeric, carrots, bit root,
watermelon, etc., they also practice animal husbandry keeping chicken, cows, goats and sheep.
The cooperative's farmers produce 5.7 tons of food per day and bring in Rp. 9 billion
($628,000) in revenue per year. The cooperatives surplus revenue after paying off farmers helps
pay for the operational expenses of the pesantren, pay pesantren student scholarships as all AlIttifaq students’ study for free with free food and accommodation, support for needy
community members or households among, and sponsor community events like mass
weddings, mass circumcisions and sponsor disaster reconstruction efforts. Al-Ittifaq which is
located in West Java is chosen because West Java as the largest population province in
Indonesia makes up 18 percent of Indonesia's population (BPS, 2020). Nearly two-thirds the
population of west Java live in urban areas, because of Industrialization that drive West Java
youth to going to urban areas (Suriadikusumah 2017). These conditions also implicate to the
availability of the agricultural land which converted in non-agricultural land because of the rise
of population (Maeyati et al., 2018). The research by Suriadikusumah (2017) showed that the
fulfilment of food needs of population of West Java province in 2030 – 2045 need more
attention from government in order to block the conversion land and increase agricultural
infrastructure.
Al-Ittifaq Pesantren in Bandung is an example of Agricultural Pesantren which transform
through its history. In the past it was formerly named Ciburial Pesantren, small, closed to
outsiders and applying prohibitive norms targeted at defying the Dutch colonial rule such as
not supporting studying at colonial founded schools, writing in Latin, living in a permanent
house, owning a radio, associating with the Dutch, and becoming a civil servant were
prohibitions to be avoided. Now they are very open and held many agricultural activities that
involve high technology and in cooperation with many National and International NGOs and
government agencies (Fauroni, 2019).
The Techniques
In this research I used more than one method of data collection to answer the three research
sub-questions. Each sub-question will be is approached by different combinations of tools of
data collection, as presented in Table 1. In general, there are three main approaches that I did
in the fieldwork process in Pesantren Al-Ittifaq as I develop more below.

18

Table 1. Toolbox of Research Question , Method and The Source of Data Collection
SUB-QUESTIONS

METHODS

SOURCES

1. How does Agricultural

•

Direct Observation

•

Management

Pesantren affect Indonesia’s

•

Semi-structured Interview

•

Student

food security?

•

Document Analysis

•

Local Farmers

2. How Agricultural Pesantren

•

Direct Observation

•

Management

empower youngsters to get

•

Semi-structured Interview

•

Student

involved in agriculture?

•

Document Analysis

•

Local Farmers

Agricultural Pesantren being

•

Direct Observation

•

Management

empowered to find jobs in

•

Semi-structured Interview

•

Student

3. To what extent do young
people graduating from

agriculture?

Direct Observation
The first method is direct observation. This method is understood as getting close to people so
that the researcher can observe and record information about the explicit and tacit aspects of
people’s life routines and cultures (Bernard 2011; DeWalt and DeWalt 2011).
I physically visited Al-Ittifaq Pesantren for ten days starting from December 1, 2020, and the
locations of its operations to conduct a direct observation and record the agricultural and socioeconomic activities carried out by the people in the Pesantren. I conducted the observation
during the fieldwork which is in ten days. With this method specifically, the researcher's
observation was directed towards the focus of this research which are represented by the first,
second and third research sub question. Activities observed and experienced by the researcher
were recorded in various suitable forms for analysis such as field notes, video recording, digital
pictures and voice recording.
During the direct observations, I was accompanied by Al-Ittifaq representative, Silvie Fauziah.
She is one of the board members in Al-Ittifaq. She brought me to several agricultural place of
activities for the students and local farmers. I am visited the agricultural sites on the 3rd of
December 2020, such as Al-Ittifaq’s farms, green houses, packaging room, and animal
husbandry units. I also visited five local farmer’s farms who grew mainly leeks to supply the
cooperative, to see first-hand what they do and how they work on their land, they manage
themselves, three of these farmers are Al-Ittifaq alumni, the farmers are part of the Al-Ittifaq
environment. Some informal interviews were also conducted.
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Initially, I planned to observe teaching and learning activities at Al-Ittifaq, especially activities
in the classroom. However, due to Covid-19, we are not allowed to do that. In addition, we also
want to see first-hand how the students carry out learning and teaching activities in the field.
But this was not done because when I came, the activity was closed due to Covid-19. To carry
out direct observation, I was required to follow the Covid-19 Health protocol and conducted
an antigen test to check whether I was positive or negative Covid-19.
Semi-structured Interviews
The next step in this research involves interviews. Interviews are qualitative research methods
that give in-depth information to understanding (Bernard, 2017). However, to get a deeper
understanding on how Pesantren empower the young people to get involved in agriculture
more in-depth interviews were necessary. There were interviewees chosen for a semistructured interview, meaning that the interviews based upon a topic list. The topic list
(Appendix 1). is a list of questions that preferably need to be covered during the interview.
This guide will be used during this research to make sure that important topics are not forgotten.
However, during a semi-structured interview, there is also space to ask about things that are
not on the topic list. This means that if the respondent mentions something interesting during
an interview, you can ask further questions about this topic (Bernard, 2017).
I did the semi-structured interview in different places for different interviewees. For
management and students, we conducted interviews in areas belonging to the Al-Ittifaq
pesantren. These places are like a hall, leadership room and the office where the cooperative
is located. To interview local farmers, we visited their houses which were at different distances.
Some are close and still integrated with the Al-Ittifaq neighbourhood, and some are quite far
away, even in different areas. I was invited to look around the houses of local farmers where
agricultural activities are carried out—such as farms, packing places and sorting crops area. In
addition, each farmer group has a greenhouse and unique properties from the others. For
example, there is a farmer group that has also built a small pesantren like Al-Ittifaq. The alumni
group of Ciamis started as a farmer's group, after their success in farming, they pulled resources
and founded a pesantren funded by their farming and offering full scholarships including food
and accommodation to their students. Bu Yanti alumni from the junior high school founded
and supported by Al-Ittifaq, worked with her husband an Al-Ittifaq alumni also and together
founded a group of institutions from kindergarten to senior high school a pesantren and a
cooperative in replication to the Al-Ittifaq set up.
In selecting the respondents, purposive sampling was used. Purposive sampling is mainly used
in qualitative research by selecting informants with experience and knowledge of the topic and
the ability to express their experience and opinion reflectively (Bernard, 2017). The informants
are selected also by the availability and willingness to be involved in the research (Bernard,
2017). To select the relevant informants, I started by discussing with the Board members of
Al-Ittifaq. The number of interviewees is based on the concept of saturation, which is where
additional participants do not provide any additional insights (Latham, 2013). I am interviewed
three types of group (students, teacher/management and local inhabitants/farmers), there are
16 interviewees varied from those three groups.
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Document Analysis
The last method that I used is document analysis. Document analysis is a form of qualitative
research in which documents are interpreted by the researcher to give voice and meaning
around an assessment topic (Bowen, 2009). Analyzing documents incorporates coding content
into themes similar to how focus group or interview transcripts are analyzed (Bowen,2009).
Document analysis will be done by reviewing documents related to the Pesantren such as mass
media reports, government reports, Al-Ittifaq documentation. Document analysis will be
helpful to answer the big question on how Agricultural Pesantren contribute to Indonesia’s
Food Security by empowering youth to involve in Agriculture. Below are the documents and
resources which analysed for this research; they comprise of literature from Al-Ittifaq, the
government, the mass media and relevant online resources.
Table 2. Documents studied

Documentation from Al-Ittifaq

Mass Media reports

•

Al-Ittifaq Pesantren's profile, Brochures

•

Al-Ittifaq Pesantren Curriculum

•

Al-Ittifaq Pesantren Annual Report, 2019

•

Al-Ittifaq Cooperative annual report 2019

•

A land without farmers: Indonesia’s
agricultural conundrum. The Jakarta Post of
August 13, 2020.

•

Berdiri di Ciwidey, Ponpes Al-Ittifaq
Berdayakan Santri di Agribisnis [Established
in Ciwidey, Al-Ittifaq Islamic Boarding School
Empowers Students in Agribusiness]. Kompas
Media group, April 21, 2021.

•

Al-Ittifaq cooperative [KOPENTREN ALIF]
official online marketplace and website.
https://alifmart.id
Pondok Pesantren Al-Ittifaq – Bandung
[Official Youtube channel]

•
•

Keunikan Pesantren Al Ittifaq di Bandung
(Uniqueness of Pesantren Al Ittifaq in
Bandung) – IMS, NET NEWS. Indonesia
Morning show, June 18, 2015. (Youtube)

•

Al-Ittifaq, Pondok Pesantren yang Tak Hanya
Fokus di Agama Tapi Juga Sejahterakan Umat
[Al-Ittifaq, Islamic Boarding School that not
only Focuses on Religion but also Prosperity of
the Ummah]. Tribune Jabar.id. June 21, 2020.

•

Ciwidey in Figures 2019. Bandung District
(BPS Statistical Report)
Ciwidey in Figures 2020, Bandung District
(BPS Statistical Report)

Online Resources

Government Reports

•
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The Analysis
I will draw from the information derived from data collected through the combination of the
above methodologies and techniques corroborate them in triangulation for credible evidence to
support the assertions put forth by this research. The opinions expressed by interviewers are
put side by side with other types of data, such as participant observation and document analysis.
Data analysis in this research is defined as the process of systematically searching and
arranging the interview transcripts, observation notes, and other textual materials that the
researcher accumulates to increase the understanding of the phenomenon (Bogdan & Biklen,
1982). The analysis predominantly involves coding or categorizing the data. It is also reducing
the volume of raw information, followed by identifying significant patterns, and finally
drawing meaning from data and subsequently building a logical chain of evidence (Patton,
2002).
The coding process begins by collecting all the transcripts and then marking them with codes.
Twenty codes were obtained which represent the topics contained in the interviews. These
codes include religion and agriculture, alumni, technology in agriculture, agricultural activities,
etc. From the twenty codes obtained, the codes were grouped into six groups. Namely
agricultural activities, Al-Ittifaq's background, Al-Ittifaq's uniqueness, Al-Ittifaq's
Empowerment, Youth and agriculture, and Agricultural Islamic Boarding Schools. Of the six
group codes, it makes it easier for researchers to take quotes related to analysis in answering
research questions in this study. The results of the coding are listed in the picture below.
Table 3. Result of Coding
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Codes
Problems in Pesantren
Pesantren vs. Public School
Agricultural Opportunity
Pesantren Potency
Al-Ittifaq’s History
Religion and Agriculture
Al-Ittifaq’s Curriculum
Agricultural Activities
Al-Ittifaq’s Strength
Al-Ittifaq’s collaboration
Cooperatives
Al-Ittifaq Principals
Training
Local Farmers Empowerment
Society Roles
Technology Roles
Motivation
Background
Alumni
Pesantren Challenges

Code Groups
Agricultural Pesantren

Al-Ittifaq Background
Al-Ittifaq Activities

Al-Ittifaq Uniqueness

Al-Ittifaq Empowerment

Youth and Agriculture
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The Limits
It is worth noting some limitations to this study. The qualitative observation method to be used
in this research is bound to face some challenges due to the ongoing social distancing as the
effect of the COVID-19 pandemic. Many operations at the research site are either scaled down,
have limited participation, or are temporarily shut down, which affects the observation process
and the data recording. I also use document analysis to gain more input of Pesantren Al-Ittifaq
and the surrounding community.
This research also has limitations in terms of external validity. External validity is the validity
of applying the conclusions of a scientific study outside the context of that study (Mitchel &
Jolley, 2001). In other words, it is the extent to which the results of a study can be generalized
to and across other situations, people, stimuli, and times (Aronson et al, 2007). It is because
this research chooses Pesantren Al-Ittifaq as the case study, which has different characteristics
than other Pesantren especially in the way they incorporated agriculture in their academic
activity. However, Al-Ittifaq is justified as a case study because its data suits well as a
representation of Indonesia's food security issue and youth involvement in agriculture and
agribusiness on smaller scale.

The Ethics
To make sure this research remains ethically correct, permission to observe already been
granted from Pesatren Al -Ittifaq management and interviewees were asked for consent by
giving them the informed letter of consent (Appendix 2). No names of people were written
down, except if permission granted, so the fieldnotes cannot lead back to individuals. All the
data gathered are also only for academic purposes and will not be shared without the consent
of the institution and the people concerned.
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Pesantren Al-Ittifaq and Agriculture
The Pesantren was located in very rural settings, a few kilometres before Mount Patuha Crater.
It is merge with local inhabitants housing, stretched from Mount Patuha Slope until near the
public road in Ciwidey tourism road. Several Pesantren Buildings stands between local
inhabitants' properties, from the Big Mosque, Common Room, Office, Green Houses and many
other buildings. The leader of Al-Ittifaq cooperative office welcome my attendances and
explaining about the Pesantren. I was allowed to interview several people form Al-Ittifaq
neighbourhood. Below is the list of interviewees which this research gathered the data form.
The length of Interview varied depending on the information that interviewee possessed about
the Pesantren.
Table 4. The list of Interviewees
No

Interviewee

Position

Interview Length

1

Kiai Fuad Affandi

Kiai / Pesantren Leader / 2 Hours 24 Minutes
Management

2

Setia Irawan

Cooperative
Management

3

Interviewee 3

Ustadz / Management

4

Silvie Fauziah

Cooperative
Management

5

Interviewee 5

Ustadz / Management

25 Minutes

6

Interviewee 6

Local Farmer

49 Minutes

7
8

Interviewee 7
Interviewee 8

Local Farmer
Local Farmer

47 Minutes
41 Minutes

9

Interviewee 9

Local Farmer

30 Minutes

10
11

Interviewee 10
Interviewee 11

Local Farmer
Santri / Student

40 Minutes
18 Minutes

12

Interviewee 12

Santri / Student

13 Minutes

13

Interviewee 13

Santri / Student

15 Minutes

14

Interviewee 14

Santri / Student

12 Minutes

Leader

Officer

/ 1 Hour 5 Minutes
51 Minutes
/ 37 Minutes

From various sources, I got a lot of information about the Pesantren and their relation to
Indonesian food security as well as youth empowerment in agriculture. I will begin to explain
the history of the Pesantren Al-Ittifaq first before explaining further how they are running their
activities and their organizational formation. I will explain the history, most from the Al-Ittifaq
founder's perspectives, then management and other Pesantren Al-Ittifaq communities’
member.
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Agricultural activities at Al-Ittifaq
Al-Ittifaq pesantren has 45 hectares of land under use in its agricultural activities, the green
houses take up approximately 4,500 square meters and some areas are used for animal
husbandry, raising animals like cows, goats, sheep, and chicken according to Silvie Fauziah a
member of the management of the cooperative at Al-Ittifaq. Farmer owned land used for
farming under the cooperative's initiative by 270 farmers from the surrounding community is
132 hectares. The farmers who are cooperative members supply produce to the cooperative for
sale. She explains more that the dominant type of crops grown under the cooperative are
vegetables, growing upto 126 varieties, also grown are fruits and coffee. Most of the farming
activities especially for vegetables are continuous without following any season owing to the
intensive nature of the vegetable farming carried out that involves irrigation, improved seeds,
and green housing. The cooperative harvests on average up to 5.7 tonnes of vegetables per day
generating up to 9 billion rupiah per annum.
We mix several methods on our farms; we have irrigation systems using manually operated
water sprinklers as well as irrigation systems that are digitally and remotely operated by phone
apps. We source seeds from a variety of sources, from agriculture research facilities, the
community farmers and even from the companies we supply the products, most of these seed
varieties can grow any time of the year under irrigation or in greenhouses.
- Silvie Fauziah Al-Ittifaq pesantren has over 450 resident students all of whom are directly engaged in
agricultural and agribusiness activities participating in all the farm work from planting,
irrigation through to harvesting. The students are also engaged directly in the produce
postharvest handling like sorting and packing. The business handled by the cooperative also
engages the students in some tasks. The students at Al-Ittifaq learn agricultural activities form
the real world noted Fauzi, they are given chance to experience and participate in each and
every agricultural activity.

Promoting Agriculture Trough Religious Activities
The name of the Pesantren, Al-Ittifaq, is taken from Arabic which means good cooperation.
The journey of the establishment of the Al-Ittifaq Pesantren illustrates the journey of Islamic
da'wah in Indonesia, especially through Pesantren. Previously, this Pesantren was named
Ciburial. Very small boarding school and closed to outsiders. There are even some quite strict
prohibitions such as Studying at school, writing Latin letters, permanent house, radio, bathroom
inside home, meeting Dutch, and becoming Civil Servant.
The transformation of the Ciburial Islamic boarding school into the Al-Ittifaq Islamic Boarding
School began in 1970 by the third generation of the founder of the Pesantren. He is Kiai Fuad
Affandi. Undergoing traditional Islamic education in Lasem, West Java, Kiai Fuad Affandi
grew up to be quite a vocal person in terms of agriculture. Several times he protested the
establishment of the Bogor Agricultural Institute by the government due to the large number
of seed import policies. Until one time he was offered to work in the Netherlands for six months
to study agriculture. His decision to take the opportunity to work and learn about agriculture in
the Netherlands got a lot of opposition, especially from his closest family. Moreover, the
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founder of the Pesantren before Kiai Fuad was very anti-government. However, Kiai Fuad
decided to leave by leaving his wife and family in Indonesia.
The experience of working for six months in the Netherlands opened Kiai Fuad's eyes to the
latest technology in agriculture. Arriving in Indonesia, Pak Kiai was faced with the choice to
continue the Pesantren that had been initiated by his grandfather. However, there was a conflict
between Kiai Fuad and his father. Because Kiai Fuad no longer wants to continue all the
prohibitions which he considers no longer relevant both in terms of religion and world life. As
he said in the interview:

"I had to fight my father to remove all the prohibitions related to Pesantren rules. I changed it
to a new motto. That is, there should be no sleeping land, no idle time and no waste."
-

Kiai Fuad Affandi –

It also actually describes the development of Pesantren in general. In the 1970s and 1980s,
several Pesantren experimented with teaching agricultural or technical skills besides religious
subjects. This approach had been pioneered by the 'agriculture Pesantren' Darul Fallah in
Bogor, West Java (Bruinessen, 2021). It is because the largest Islamic Organisation in
Indonesia, Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), decided that 'social activities', relief and development work,
would be one of the organisation's top priorities. Since lot of Pesantren in Indonesia affiliated
with NU, these means there are a lot of Pesantren that had been isolated and self-contained
started to open to the outside world through social activities. Broadening the worldviews of
both teaches and students. Also, provided considerable number of Santri with related practical
skills including agriculture (Bruissenen, 2021). In agriculture, besides Darul Falah in Bogor,
Pesantren Al – Ittifaq in Bandung is an example of Agricultural Pesantren, which transform
throughout history.
Many other Pesantren also develop local potential as economic support for the running of
Pesantren and the surrounding community. However, according to Setia Irawan, most on the
coast and rarely use agriculture as a sector that is cultivated. Therefore Pesantren Al-Ittifaq is
among the leaders in promoting agricultural activities among Pesantren, especially in West
Java, Indonesia. Whereas according to the teachings of Islam that is poured through reported
statements or actions of the prophet Muhammad (hadith) and delivered by Kiai Fuad that
blessings in business is agriculture. In addition, according to him, that farmers play a big role
in providing food for not only humans but also other creatures. For example, he said, although
crop failure, farmers help provide for pests. Such narrations are continuously duplicated and
echoed through the Islamic boarding school al-Ittifaq to the surrounding community.
"In a religious perspective, farming is a blessing effort."
- Kiai Fuad Affandi –
The narrative activity began with the council - the mosque's prosperity council. Pesantren AlIttifaq is present in the middle of the community through social activities. Activities such as
mass circumcision, the birth of prophet Muhammad PBUH event, the construction of houses
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affected by disasters, to the needs of school children are provided by pesantren Al-Ittifaq so
that there is a relationship and trust between the community and Pesantren Al-Ittifaq, as said
by Interviewee 7.
"If there is a fire in one of the houses of the residents. In a relatively short time, pesantren AlIttifaq Together with the citizens, can rebuild it independently."
- Interviewee 7 In West Java, as a sizable area of Muslims, narrative like this is well managed by Pesantren
Al-Ittifaq. According to Setia Irawan the history of Ciburial area was once an area which very
dangerous. The rise of fighting between citizens, gambling and cockfighting has now changed
with the presence of Al-Ittifaq. Community energy is realized through agricultural activities
that produce through narrative and religious activities. So that indirectly, in addition to
grounding agricultural activities, the presence of Pesantren Al-Ittifaq also makes the food
security of local people increase.
Now, many achievements and awards have been gained by this pesantren in South Bandung;
the Satya Lencana Wirakarya distinction from the President in 1998; the Parama Bhoga
Nugraha award on the 19th World Food Day in 1999; the Kalpataru awards for a Living
Environment as the environment-friendly without pesticide agribusiness organizer in 2003,
Cooperatives and Small-and Medium-Scale Enterprise’s service in 2003; 1st Champion of
High-Achieving Organization at province level in 2005; Agribusiness Performer in 2006; Bank
Danamon Award for not-for-profit category in 2007; and Adhikarya Pangan Nusantara
(Archipelago Food Masterpiece) Award from President in 2014 (Fauroni, 2019).

Bridging Grassroot communities with Markets Through Cooperative
Al-Ittifaq, in addition to being a means of education they also have a business facility called
cooperative. The International labour Organisation (ILO) refers to a cooperative as "an
autonomous association of persons united voluntarily to meet their common economic, social
and cultural needs and aspirations through a jointly owned and democratically controlled
enterprise". Al-Ittifaq cooperative is the spearhead of the marketing of agricultural products of
farmer groups. Business it is not the main activity of a pesantren, since its main functions are
religious, educational and da'wah (propagation of Islam). But the mix of a cooperative and
pesantren is a commendable idea that greatly helps the progress and independence of society
food and farmer groups around. In indonesia, this mix is also known as Kopontren an acronym
formed from the words Koperasi (cooperative) and Pesantren.
“As we know, the cooperative is part of the business unit in pesantren. However, it is not the
most important thing because we know the pesantren functions is a religious and educational
institution. It was only in 2012, The ministry of religion started to add the business unit function
of pesantren as a social institution.”
- Setia Irawan –
It is not an easy thing to develop cooperatives in the pesantren environment because of the
stigma of people who still do not believe in the role of cooperatives. In addition, the situation
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at the beginning of the pioneering al-Ittifaq cooperative is still not well organized from the
inside of the cooperative itself.
"The former cooperative manager, in addition to being the chairman of the cooperative also as
the principal in pesantren, so it may not be too focused and eventually the development of the
cooperative is not very progressive. Therefore, an annual member meeting was held for the
change of cooperatives as well as cooperative administrators. I used to be also a teacher in
pesantren but finally chose to release one. Then in 2013, before I became chairman of the
cooperative was also given the same choice. In 2013 I officially resigned from pesantren then
only focused on managing cooperatives."
- Setia Irawan –
The development of agribusiness economic sector is conducted gradually and sustainably by
applying economic culturing through integrated education, based on Islamc tenets, nationality,
and supported with local culture. Pesantren applie five principles of business economic
development called inpekbi: ilahi, negeri, pribadi, ekonomi dan birahi (God, country, personal,
economy, and passion) (Fauroni, 2019).
According to Fauroni (2019), In addition to inpekbi tenets, 5M-leadership doctrine and
Sundanese (a major ethnic group in west java) culture local wisdom are also applied.
Leadership doctrine consists of meyakinkan, menggalang atau memobilisasi, menggerakkan,
memantau dan melindungi mengayomi (convincing, raising or mobilizing, driving, monitoring
and protecting or sheltering). These tenets and elements of Sundanese local wisdom are
intended to impert young people with good character that is supposed to be demonstrated in
daily life and business life. For example if a competitor presents a better product quality and
price, it is better to respond by improving service delivery as you match up with the quality
and price, in order to surpass the competitor without compromising ethics or the law (Fauroni,
2019). These tenets embody elements of good communication, standing for one's rights,
leadership, resposibility, control, and protection/defence, which are attributes of an empowered
person. Pesantren are character building institutions that emphasize teachings about selfreliance, autonomy, leadership and community economic empowerment (Purwanto and
Supriadi, 2019). Meanwhile supporting local wisdom includes optimization and
implementation of proverbs in daily life like silih asih silih asuh and silih asah (loving each
other, taking care of each other, and promoting each other for mutual advance). Another
proverb implemented is Ulah unggut kalinduan ulah gedag kaanginan (may not be tempted
and changed easily, just like being afected with wind blow). Still another proverb is Sing katepi
ku ati sing kahontal ku akal (should be reachable to heart and understandable to mind).
According to Setia Irawan and Interviewee 6, after training the farmers through cooperatives,
the mindset of farmers in agricultural development also changed slowly. They began to learn
to apply farming patterns even though the crop is not much but done daily under the demand
of cooperatives and maintain the quality of commodities from each farmer group. Previously,
the community and farmer groups around pesantren still sell their agricultural products through
middlemen even in large quantities, but their price is low. The price offered to farmer groups
also becomes much higher because the products produced are consistent every day with
supermarket quality standards.
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In the context of pesantren Al-Ittifaq, many middlemen send vegetables to the city. Celery and
leeks from Alam Endah village can produce 10 tons in a day and then sent it to the Main Market.
When marketed to the cooperative, it is only a small quantity but given a high price and good
quality. If sold to Traditional Market, they do not see the quality, the quantity is more important,
and the price given is also low. Suppose the price of lettuce is sold to the traditional market Rp
3.000,00/kg while to cooperatives Rp 10.000,00/kg for example. If sending to the conventional
market one quarter a day. If to cooperative, it could be 20 -30 kg every day but at a high price.
"With the cooperative, we fully helped and did not feel difficult if we need something. We've
got a commitment to send vegetables every day. I use planting patterns in planting. Some are
1 week, 2 weeks, so every day we should be harvested. With the training of cooperatives, we
know how to overcome disease pests in plants."
- Interviewee 8 –

Al-Ittifaq Cooperative is not only growing into the primary means of marketing the agricultural
products of the surrounding farmer groups. But it is also gain the hearts and trust of farmers
because it can provide a better life to them. It starts from providing capital facilities, saving
loans to basic agricultural needs such as equipment, seeds or fertilizer needed by farmers. The
farmers only have to pay the loan with their vegetables. So that food independence is created
that can advance the pesantren area that has been arranged in such a way by cooperatives with
good cooperation with farmer groups.
"Cooperatives are very helpful in terms of saving loans. Because for the farmers, the main
thing is capital. So if we cooperate with cooperatives, we do not have difficulty when needing
capital. For payment does not have to be with money but can pay with vegetables, and there
is no due date."
- Intreviewee 6 –
To drastically transform a small conservative entity with closed views to rest of the world into
a progressive independent institution contributing to social and economic wellbeing of
communities demonstrates how empowered the people involved in this process are. Al-Ittifaq
mobilized the community to associate into a cooperative enterprise producing tons of food
daily and eliciting the participation of young people in the process.
A combination of Islamic, Sundanese and modern knowledge, wisdom, philosophies, and
norms guide the activities, with the intention of slowly changing the mindset of the farmers
and students towards appreciating what they have around them and how it can be harnessed to
forge an independent, beneficial and honourable life for themselves and others.
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Youth Empowerment in Pesantren Al-Ittifaq
Enhance Youth Participation in Agriculture Through Technology
The food security system in Indonesia is still relatively unstable, given the current events when
the corona outbreak occurred, providing proof that Indonesia still relies on some export
products so that the price of vegetables soars. Really concerning considering the huge potential
of Indonesian agriculture with all its natural fertility. Efforts to realize food security are closely
related to the success in applying technology in agricultural development in Indonesia both for
the benefit of intensification and extensification of agriculture, increased productivity,
agricultural products, diversification of food and so on. The proper use of technology will open
opportunities for agricultural progress in Indonesia to improve competitiveness internationally.
The role of technology can also increase innovation, effectiveness and efficiency,
independence and sustenance in agricultural productivity from inputs to processed outputs that
will provide higher selling value as well as marketing and distribution. A practical scenario is
that greenhouse farming for example can be set up in a small land area, operated by one or a
few people and the produce marketed on social media and sold online, paid for online and
shipped to the buyer by instant ride hailing courier app service like Go Box/Go Send (available
in Indonesia), while monitoring everything in real-time and without incurring any unnecessary
costs or risks, or leaving your farm. Scenarios like the one explained above have taken off in
Indonesia and it is projected that by 2022, a quarter of Indonesia’s retail spending will be
attributed to e-commerce transactions (SIRLO & Ravenry, 2020). Al-Ittifaq Pesantren
cooperative has its own online marketplace at alifmart.id, which it plans to open up to other
vegetable farmers to sell their produce, it also has a presence on several social media platforms
such as YouTube and Facebook.
Al-Ittifaq has seen great potential in agriculture in Indonesia. Only that the country's
agricultural potential has not been largely developed optimally. Therefore, Kyai Fuad fought
for the advancement of agriculture, starting from his area first. Everything requires a process
to be able to apply technology and opening the mindset of farmers and involving the youth to
use technology in farming is part of that process.
“So, the principles I'm applying are, one, high discipline: two, the desire to work hard. Three,
show a work ethic. Four, appreciate technology, because technology can be a counterbalance.
So, Al-Ittifaq implements a technological and quality agricultural system. It all cannot be
instantaneous, but it has to go through a process. There are some pesantrens that I have invited
to manage the farm but instead, blame me. I was accused of perverting the task because it is in
the perceptions of many that a Kyai's job should be to teach the Quran instead of teaching
farming, breeding and involving in technology. But I think of the students here, there is no
guarantee that everyone will become Kyai. If you do not have extra skills, you will increase
the number of the unemployed.”
- Kyai Fuad The above quotation should not be construed as agricultural pesantren just teach extra skills to
their students and the community, which they call empowerment; Purwanto et al., (2020)
asserts that empowerment carried out in pesantren builds the independence of the santri
(students). Pesantren's basic function is to empower people, how they empower according to
Fauroni (2019) quoting Kyai Fuad Affandi in an interview in 2012, is by the knowledge they
give to the people, the knowledge has the power; it empowers them, and if the people
empowered pass the knowledge on to others, they empower them as well.
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Currently, the interest of Indonesian youth in agriculture is still reasonably low, judging by the
number of agricultural university graduates who work not in agriculture because of the limited
employment and no guarantee of welfare to become a farmer today. So, agriculture is still
dominated by conventional farmers who do not learn agriculture formally. Knowledge about
their agriculture is still not optimal because it is only obtained from the results of direct practice
in the field based on hereditary knowledge from their parents, who are also farmers. It's
motivated Al-Ittifaq to give a briefing to his students to learn agriculture. Mr Irawan as the
chairman of the cooperative, is also very supportive of the progress of millennial farmers.
“Mr Irawan's motivation is extraordinary. He wants farmers to be millennial farmers who can
appreciate and use technology. Because conventional farmers don't want to accept technology,
they still flush manually and do not want to use the machine. Now Mr Irawan is developing a
greenhouse that uses t-junction and irrigation. Mr Irawan is looking for young farmers who
value technology.”
- Interviewee 7 There are more young people in Indonesia's urban areas than rural areas (Goodwin & Martam,
2017). Youths targeted for empowerment in agriculture need not only be those in rural areas
because agricultural activities are present in urban areas too, as supply and distribution chains
as well as a great deal of value addition chains of agricultural products also play out a great
deal in urban areas, across territorial boarders and online. Many young people in Indonesia
perceive agricultural work as low-paid, back-breaking manual labor that is more suited to those
from poor backgrounds who have limited or no education (SMERU, 2016), the low income
earned by farmers in the country makes it tricky to dispel such perceptions.
However, the current technological advances, that have found their way into agriculture as well
and evolving constantly definitely do not involve the erroneously perceived dirty backbreaking
manual labour under the sun all day suitable for the lowly educated rural folk but require
ingenious educated tech savvy and social media savvy young people to get things done. But
the agricultural sector has other jobs and tasks that may not necessarily require toiling under
the sun with manual labour, such as tasks involving technology, agribusiness or even
agriculture-based tourism now coming up in Indonesia (Jafaruddin et al. 2020). The agriculture
initiative at Al-Ittifaq Pesantren for instance has introduced technology-based systems to its
daily agricultural operations, such as irrigation systems operated and monitored by remote
digital systems like phone apps, have their own online marketplace for selling their produce
but plan to expand it to sell other farmers' produce as noted by Silvie Fauziah a manager at AlIttifaq cooperative.
Greenhouse for the tropics is possible and has many advantages in the production and
cultivation of plants. Production can be done all year round, where production in open land is
not possible due to frequent rains and strong winds. Greenhouse structures in the tropics often
use their sides to protect and control the temperature by using natural and controlled ventilation
with coated screens that can reduce insects and pests. Because the factors by the greenhouse
that affect the growth process of plants, such as temperature, sunlight, humidity, and air, can
be provided, maintained and distributed evenly at optimal levels. For this purpose, greenhouses
must have a high light transmission, low heat consumption, adequate and efficient ventilation,
structure, and a strong. With the implementation of the greenhouse by Al-Ittifaq, this becomes
an attraction for farmers because its production capacity compared to the conventional open
land method is capable of making better profits.
“Farmers using the Conventional method became curious because the greenhouse was a
different farming system from what they are familiar with. For instance, before I had a
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greenhouse, the crop failure was up to 3 times. The greenhouse method of farming is indeed
more intense. I have to always check on the greenhouse, it is preferable to go to the greenhouse
during early in the morning to know what pests are in the greenhouse because and find a remedy
fast because the pests in the greenhouse are more dangerous. Fertilizer for the greenhouse is
also more expensive, even so, the yield from the greenhouse is extraordinary.”
- Interviewee 9 -

Pesantren Al-Ittifaq Alumni as Next Generation Farmers in Indonesia
According Silvie Fauzi serving with management at Al-Ittifaq cooperative, 80 percent of AlIttifaq alumni get involved in agriculture and agribusiness in one way or the other, as a matter
of fact, most of the cooperative's members are alumni. Al-Ittifaq is partnering with 270 farmers
from the areas of Cianjur, Bandung, Garut and Ciamis.
The surrounding areas of Al-Ittifaq locality also has many Al-Ittifaq alumni involved in
agriculture. Pak Mang, one of the Al-Ittifaq alumni has four farms producing bit root, reddish,
carrot, ginger, turmeric, and lemon grass, he also rears animals like cows of different breeds,
sheep of merino breed and goats. He is also in affiliation with Al-Ittifaq supplying his produce
to Al-Ittifaq cooperative where he is a member.
Much as the Al-Ittifaq alumni may have pursued other studies and endeavours after Al-Ittifaq,
the agriculture knowledge and experiences they had at Al-Ittifaq in a way contribute to shaping
their lives. As pointed out by Kyai Fuad, Al-Ittifaq features agriculture themes in most of its
activities engaging all the students in each and every stage of the agricultural activities. The
typical daily schedule of a student in a pesantren involves starting the day with early morning
prayers (Fajir) and reciting Quran there after then move straight to different farming activities
before breakfast. Before the pesantren started agricultural activities, students had a lot of time
outside study activities, the time was too much that most of it was spent sleeping or idling
away, there were even phrases coined up to refer to the excess time and the idling, such as
'sleep land' and 'idle time', which prompted Kyai Fuad to pass the rules discouraging time
wasting. Studies in the formal schools founded by Al-Ittifaq also integrate content relating to
learning about agriculture. These schools include a primary school with a pre-school
kindergarten, a junior high school and a senior high school that follow the national school
curriculum, but as is in Indonesia, schools are allowed to integrate elements of learning about
their local environment in the content they teach pupils. These basic elements on agriculture
and agribusiness they learn about and observe at Al-Ittifaq have empowered some to engage in
agriculture and agribusiness. A case in a point is Bu Yanti who attended Al-Ittifaq founded
primary school and has gone on to establish a chain of institutions that is the exact replica of
Al-Ittifaq comprising of a pesantren with agriculture cooperative, which founded a primary
school, kindergarten, a junior high school and a senior high school all formally using the
government curriculum, recognized, supported and supervised by the Ministry of Education.
The case of Bu Yanti is extra ordinary because she did not only engage in agriculture and
agribusiness but also continues to empower young people just like she was empowered by AlIttifaq and continues to affiliate her institutions' activities with Al-Ittifaq.
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Student engagement with agricultural and agribusiness activities at Al-Ittifaq and its affiliated
formal schools as mentioned above is that students schooling in the non-formal1 sector of AlIttifaq, which is the pesantren using the Salafiyah scholarly system study their mainstream
studies in Quran, Islamic studies, and religious sciences, and participate intensively in AlIttifaq agricultural and agribusiness activities carrying out farm tasks, sorting and packing after
harvesting, carrying out any tasks as they may be assigned more like in an apprenticeship, they
learn from the real world and get exposed to the realities of the world of agriculture and learn
by experience.
The other non-formal study system at Al-Ittifaq is called Takhassus. Students in this study
system take their studies out of school but following the syllabus and the national curriculum
using a 'packet' of self-study materials, and later take assessment after study. They can join
conventional school any a level they have qualified through their studies. The Takhassus study
system students also participate intensively in Al-Ittifaq agricultural and agribusiness activities
carrying out farm tasks, sorting and packing after harvesting, carrying out any tasks as they
may be assigned more like in an apprenticeship, they learn from the real world and get exposed
to the realities of the world of agriculture and learn by experience.
Figure 3 illustrates the activity set up for engaging students in agriculture and agribusiness.
It is the intention of Al-Ittifaq to see that those involved with them especially their students are
empowered and involved in agriculture in addition upholding the noble character they were
imparted with while and of course serving and living in their different capacities as
knowledgeable and respectable people of Islamic thought. These intentions have already been
realized as many Al-Ittifaq alumni have quite literally 'copy pasted' the whole Al-Ittifaq setup
and established in their own areas. These institutions still maintain partnerships with Al-Ittifaq
and serve to give a multiplier effect and perpetuate the effort of engaging young people in
agriculture as well as offering community services, and improving community economic
wellbeing, that started from Al-Ittifaq. Some Al-Ittifaq alumni are employed back in Al-Ittifaq
as teachers and other staff members where they continue to engage students in agriculture and
agribusiness in addition to teaching.

1

For the purposes of this study, I am using non-formal/informal to connote to activities and institutions that are
not bound by or obliged to comply in whole with the regulations and or supervision of the Indonesian
government Education Ministry or agencies. However, some level of regulation exists that is exercised through
other government ministries and or agencies, and other civil society consortia.
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Figure 3. Activity set up for engaging students in agriculture and agribusiness
Kyai Fuad in an interview remarked that the Al-Ittifaq Director of the Department of Islamic
Financial Economics is an alumni of Al-Ittifaq, his knowledge is sought after by many
Universities and other institutions.
"As a matter of fact, the Al-Ittifaq director of DEKES (Department of Islamic Financial
Economics) conducted a presentation at ITB (Institute of Technology Bandung). He is an
alumnus of Al-Ittifaq."
- Kyai Fuad Many Al-Ittifaq alumni have formed their own farmer groups in other areas, and many keep
strong affiliation to Al-Ittifaq and its cooperative others are members in the cooperative.
Alumni farmer groups in Garut, Cianjur and Ciamis grow and supply to Al-Ittifaq cooperative
carrots, mustered, potatoes, ginger and turmeric, remarked an Al-Ittifaq alumni member who
added that through his group's affiliation with Al-Ittifaq, it has received training from a
Japanese NGO called JICA on better methods of growing carrots, and received support from
government in form of an irrigation system with encouragement to be modern farmers.
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Discussion
Food Availability
Food availability is one of the dimensions of food security (Abbade, 2017; FAO, 2006). As
food is produced from Al-Ittifaq farms and community farmer groups, there is food availability
in the local community. This study found that Al-Ittifaq Pesantren in its agricultural activities
is engaged in intensive and organised food production using green houses and irrigation. This
is in line with previous studies (Skaf et al., 2019), that the use of intensive agricultural
production systems increases food production and access to safe, healthy, and nutritious food
for food security. From an interview with Al-Ittifaq cooperative official, the cooperative's
farmers harvest on average 5.7 tons of food produced per day, produced intensively. Much as
it is produced for income from the cooperative, it is also available for the community. Besides,
farmers' income from the produce can be used by the farmers to buy food types that they may
not be producing themselves, which keeps food available to them.
Organised Food Production
A cooperative is an organization, and its activities are bound to be organised. Organised
intensive farming that is widespread as at Al-Ittifaq cooperative produces food for the
community and for sale, which not only serves to complete the realization of one of the core
dimensions of food security, which is food availability, but also serves to provide employment
and incomes for those engaged. The production of food locally to such a magnitude is an
indication of food availability to the community producing it, which aligns with the FAO
(2008) affirmation that food security as availability of food produced locally. Food being
available in plenty without its adequate consumption would result in wastage, fortunately the
Al-Ittifaq cooperative provides a linkage to markets for its farmers produce, so the organised
intensive food production is already scheduled for the markets, ensuring that there is no wasted
produce.
Better Food Production Methods
Farms employ better farming methods for the main purpose of optimising yields among other
purposes. From the results of interviews with this study's informants, it was found that several
activities were being carried out to intensify the farming at Al-Ittifaq, they include:
•
•
•
•

Irrigation: use of irrigation systems using hose-sprinkler combination and automated
systems remotely operated by phone apps.
Green houses that enable off season farming
Improved seeds from various agricultural research institutions
Trainings from international partnerships

A combination of the above is all geared towards intensifying farm production, enabling a
seasonless perpetual food production cycle that has enabled the Al-Ittifaq cooperative to
harvest food on a daily basis all year round at lower costs, thus increasing food productivity,
which ensures food availability and food security. While other studies (Ingram, 2020) argue
that food security should be more than food availability, this study takes the food availability
dimension of food security as a parameter.
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Pesantren engaging young people in agriculture
In reference to this study's research question regarding how agricultural pesantren empower
young people to involve in agriculture, Al-Ittifaq Pesantren and its cooperative devised a
strategy that revolves around engaging their students and those of their affiliates, cooperative
members and their families, their staff, and their alumni in agricultural activities. This is in line
with a previous study by Manalo et al., (2019), which found that young people engaged in
agricultural activities performed agricultural related roles effectively.
Direct Involvement: Real World Experiences
The practical implication of this study is that young people involved practically in farming are
most likely to engage in farming as a full occupation as proven by the results of a research by
Kafle et al., (2019), which indicated that the shortage of formal employment led young people
with a background of engaging in farming to take on farming as a full-time stable occupation
in agriculture. Al-Ittifaq Pesantren has about 450 resident students who must participate in each
and every agricultural and agribusiness activity of Al-Ittifaq and its affiliates or partners. Much
as the pesantren's mainstream activity for students is studying Islamic and religious sciences,
agricultural activities come in second. The students are assimilated in the activities of the farms,
such as land preparation, planting, irrigation, pest control, harvesting, post-harvest handling
like sorting and packing, as well as in agribusiness activities. An experience in an activity is
not easily forgotten, if it is found to be beneficial, it is likely that one may want to experience
it again.
Using Islamic Religious Philosophy to Encourage Agricultural Practice
Findings of this study support the premise of a previous study (Chowdhury et al., 2019) that
faith-based institutions have been at the center of spearheading successful community
development efforts for many years. Their success is rooted in the influence they wield on the
communities they serve, and this influence emanates from the philosophies of their belief
system and society's belief system. Al-Ittifaq Pesantren is an Islamic religious institution, since
Islam is a complete way of life, it has elements that pay great attention to agriculture. Härmälä
(2014) points out that in Islam, practicing agriculture is considered a kind of worship. More to
that, Härmälä further reaffirms the great attention Islam pays to agriculture by listing the
following hadith in that regard:
“Whoever reclaims and cultivates dry, barren land will be rewarded by God for the act. So
long as men and animals benefit from it. He will record it for him as almsgiving” (al-Munawi
as quoted in Härmälä, 2014).
The above hadith makes it clear that any effort towards agriculture even if not directly or
immediately beneficial to those engaged in it still invokes blessings and rewarded as an act of
charity. This is inline with Kyai Fuad's statements in an interview that "in a religious
perspective, effort in farming is a blessing", in another statement he said that "although there
is crop failure, farmers help provide for pests", being creatures in nature one earns blessings
and rewards from God for providing for them.
“If a Muslim plants a tree, that part of its produce consumed by men will be as almsgiving
for him. Any fruit stolen from the tree will also be as almsgiving for him. That which the
birds eat will also be as almsgiving for him. Any of its produce which people may eat thus
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diminishing it, will be as almsgiving for the Muslims who planted it” (al-Bukhari as quoted
in Härmälä, 2014).
Importance is placed on the person who cultivates and tends to a land as it is portrayed in the
hadith below,
"He who cultivates land that does not belong to anybody is more rightful (to own it)" (alBukhari as quoted in Härmälä, 2014).
The above quotes demonstrate the emphasis Islamic teachings place on rightfully engaging in
agriculture. An interview with Kyai Fuad Affandi the head of Al-Ittifaq Pesantren revealed that
he always draws from Islamic teachings and traditions of the prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
through hadith to pronounce statements that promote participation in agriculture and
agribusiness as evoking the blessings of God to those who render their effort to such activities
in an acceptable way. Kyai Fuad put forth sayings such as "…effort in farming is a blessing",
discouraging idling, time wasting and wastage in general viewing them as undesirable
attributes of a person of noble character. The power of the words and actions of a religious
figure like a Kyai and the institution he heads is goes beyond his students and the local
community, with today's technology, these words reach far and beyond physical borders
influencing many in the process. Kyai Fuad's messages of engaging in agriculture is likely to
be taken by seriously young people involved.
Pesantren Alumni as Examples
Findings of this study indicate that Al-Ittifaq alumni exemplify the narrative of agriculture and
agribusiness practice to young people. This assertion aligns with a study by Njeru, L. K. (2017),
which proved that successful young farmers' careers and 'agripreneurs' serve as exemplary
models to elicit positive perception on agriculture as a career worth pursuing by young people,
thereby enhancing their participation. An institution's alumni in a way reflects the success or
failure of an institution (Dumford & Miller, 2017), and Al-Ittifaq alumni have clearly reflected
Al-Ittifaq's identity as a successful agricultural pesantren. Beginning from Al-Ittifaq itself,
alumni are employed back in Al-Ittifaq and its affiliates both as religious teachers (Ustaz), and
as proponents of agriculture and agribusiness. Many farmer groups in areas near and far from
Al-Ittifaq pesantren were founded by Al-Ittifaq alumni. As earlier mentioned, the largest
percentage of the cooperative's members are Al-Ittifaq alumni.
Encouragement from Ustaz (Teacher)
This study concurs with previous studies (Zhang et al., 2018; Mtemeri, 2017) that teacher
encouragement influence students' career pathways. Ustaz are perceived in a different light by
their students and the community than ordinary schoolteachers by virtue of being Islamic
religious scholars, they also play the role of counsellor, so the encouragement they give to
young people such as to consider agriculture in their careers is bound to be followed. For
instance, one of the people interviewed working at Al-Ittifaq mentioned that when he was still
a student at a pesantren in Cianjur, he was encouraged to consider participating in agriculture
by his Ustaz, who is alumni of Al-Ittifaq.
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Young peoples' engagement process in agriculture
In line with the research sub-question of this study of how agricultural pesantren organize
agriculture related engagement to young people, this study found that Al-Ittifaq pesantren has
measures integrated in its activity schedules to ensure that empowerment takes place, the
mostly used is the application of a practical participatory approach of directly engaging young
people in agricultural tasks. The effectiveness of this approach is reaffirmed by Yami et al.,
(2019), who noted that the lack a youth participatory approach to their empowerment in
agriculture kept them from performing well in the sector. As earlier noted, young people at AlIttifaq pesantren have been scheduled to practically participate in all agricultural activities,
experience them from the real world.
Integration of Local Content in School Curriculum
Formal schools founded by and affiliated to Al-Ittifaq have elements of agricultural activities
in students' learning content, which helps educate school going children about the agricultural
activities in their locality and environment, Which aligns with a study by Young (2019) that
reiterates Indonesia's Local Content Curriculum (LCC) initiative, that provides for regionally
relevant subject areas such as agriculture to be integrated in the curriculum of local schools
where agriculture is practiced.
Al-Ittifaq Alumni in Agriculture
Having turned into what an 'agricultural pesantren' for over fifty years now, the influence of
agriculture and agribusiness pervade most of Al-Ittifaq's alumni and activities they are engaged
in. Despite many people in Indonesia including those professionally trained in agriculture
ending up in occupations that are not connected to agriculture, this study found that the
experience Al-Ittifaq alumni went through engaging in agriculture and agribusiness has
influenced many of them to take on agriculture and agribusiness, or at least to acknowledge its
importance, and even encourage others to engage in the field.
Membership in the Al-Ittifaq Cooperative
A cooperative must have members who associate with unity to meet their common economic,
social, and cultural needs and aspirations through a jointly owned and democratically
controlled enterprise. This study found that 80 percent of Al-Ittifaq cooperative's membership
is alumni of Al-Ittifaq Pesantren or its affiliate institutions; the primary school, junior high
school and senior high school. Replicating the Al-Ittifaq agriculture model Some Al-Ittifaq
alumni exactly replicated the Al-Ittifaq Pesantren set-up of all its activities in a move that has
been referred to as 'copy pasting' the Al-Ittifaq modal. This modal copy pasting means that all
the agricultural and agribusiness activities have also been replicated, thus Al-Ittifaq alumni are
perpetuating the involvement in agriculture, not only for themselves but for others. An example
of this is the earlier mentioned case of Bu Yanti who founded her own pesantren, cooperative,
schools from primary to senior high school and employs Al-Ittifaq alumni who continue with
agricultural activities at Bu Yanti's institutions.
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Working for Institutions Engaged in Agriculture
Al-Ittifaq employs its alumni, it is therefore the foremost institution involved in agriculture that
employs Al-Ittifaq alumni as direct employees as teachers and staff in the cooperative. The AlIttifaq alumni are also working as resource persons in Community Based Independent
Institution locally known as LM3, Self-Help Farming and Rural Training Centers also known
as P4S, and the Mosque Welfare Council established by community around Al-Ittifaq to
develop agribusiness systems and network for the community (Fauroni (2019)).
Previous studies on agricultural pesantren as empowering young people for food security
This study is not the first of its kind conducted on agricultural pesantren many studies have
been conducted before on A-Ittifaq and other pesantren of this kind, some have findings that
align with elements in this study and others present alternative findings.
About agricultural pesantren empowering people, Purwanto and Supriadi (2019) assert that
pesantren are character building institutions that emphasize teachings about self-reliance,
autonomy, leadership and empowerment. This argument presents pesentren's basic function as
to empower people. As to how they empower, Fauroni (2019) quoted Kyai Fuad Affandi to
have responded to the same qustion with the reply, "knowledge", that the knowledge they give
to the people has the power; it empowers them, and if the empowered people pass the
knowledge on to others, they empower them as well. In another assertion, it was put forth by
(Purwanto et al., 2020) that empowerment carried out in pesantren builds the independence of
the santri (students). So, the elements of knowledge, independence, autonomy, self reliance
and leadership if well percieved and applied, render people empowered. The capability of
individuals or group of people to take control over their own circumstances and to realize their
aspirations in order to live a life they have reason to value is what constites empowerment
(Adams, 2008; Annas, 2003; Kabeer, 1999; Sen, 1990). Before people seek to control
anything/situation and or aspire to anything, they need to have knowledge about it, which
brings us back to Kyai Fuad Affandi's affirmation that knowledge empowers people. The
existance of community farmer groups, a cooperative enterprise networks and partnerships in
griculture and agribusiness that sustainably improve peoples welfare, all emanating fron AlIttifaq pesantren demonstrates that agricultural pesantren empower people. Al-Ittifaq's
impressive efforts have attracted awards from the President of Indonesia and other high profile
entities, such as The Cooperatives and Small-and Medium-Scale Enterprise’s service award in
2003; The 1st Champion of High-Achieving Organizations award at province level in 2005;
Agribusiness Performer award in 2006; The Bank Danamon Achievers award for not-for-profit
category in 2007. This kind of recognition is testament to the success of their initiatives.
Regarding the contribution of agricultural pesantren to food security, a study by Kusuma
(2021) examined the food security initiatives of Ma’had Al-Zaytun Pesantren's 72 farmers
worked on 287 hectares of land and produced 1,834 tons of milled dry rice grain in 2014, which
is a yield of approximately 7 tons per hectare which was more yield than the conventional yield
of 3 tons per hectare. This is inline with the findings of this study where Al-Ittifaq cooperative
farmers produce 5.7 tons of assorted vegetables per day, both pesantren manage to produce
more food than the conventional capacity in their locality because of using better farming
methods that involve using improved inputs like fast growing, better yielding seed varieties.
For the case of Al-Ittifaq, better seed varieties are combined with methods like irrigation and
using green houses that enable growing crops regardless of the seasonal climatic and weather
conditions, which enables them to carry out continuous food production and harvest daily. Food
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production beyond the conventional yield brings more food availability, which contributes to
food security. Unlike this study that chose to focus on the food availability dimension of food
security, Kusuma (2021) also examined the Food Utilization dimension of food security, which
holds that an individual must be able to eat adequate amounts of food both in quantity and
quality in order to live a healthy and full life to realize his or her potential (FAO, 2008). At
Ma'had Al-Zaytun Pesantren, the food utilization dimension of food security was examined by
Kusuma (2021) through their health and nutrition program where they recorded anthropometric
measurements of students and community members to determine height and weight, with the
aim of monitoring their physical growth; the results were inferred good. The above discussion
demonstrates agricultural pesantren's ability to contribute to food security.
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Conclusion
The discourse on Indonesia's food security continues as I explored agricultural pesantren's
contribution to food security through empowering and getting young people to engage in
agriculture amidst the country's drop in the population of farmers. While Al-Ittifaq Pesantren,
the case study in this research was engaging young people in agriculture, were these young
people being empowered, and how was the empowerment process? For Al-Ittifaq Pesantren
which started its agricultural activities decades ago are its alumni engaged in agriculture? The
conversation of pesantren and their empowerment of communities and or young people has
been going on in the realm of academia for some time.
It is imperative to understand that pesantren are autonomous and independent institutions that
do not depend on other entities but their leadership; they themselves are empowered entities
with a basic function of producing independent individuals who are intended to lead, guide,
inform, exemplify, and instruct other people in different communities, locations, and social set
ups. To produce people with these traits, they ought to go through an empowerment process,
therefore the basic function of pesantren no matter what other activities they engage in, is to
empower people. To reiterate Kyai Fuad's words, knowledge empowers people, indeed very
little can be achieved without knowledge. Al-Ittifaq Pesantren integrated its empowerment
elements into agriculture, agribusiness, entrepreneurship, and community mobilization, used a
participatory approach to engage young people into every step of agricultural and agribusiness
activities with the aim of changing mindsets to perceive agriculture as something valuable and
worth living for and sustaining. Alumni of Al-Ittifaq reflect the success of this empowerment
process by forming farmer groups, becoming resource people on farmer groups, cooperatives,
and entrepreneurship. The financial independence of Al-Ittifaq as demonstrated by its ability
to offer full scholarships to all its students including meals board, medical expenses, and other
expenses during their study at the institution while paying all its employees and generating
profits for its farmers, responding to the requirements of the poor and vulnerable in the
community reflects the success of their business model. The demonstration of increased food
production on agricultural pesantren farms more than the normal yield on the farms of AlIttifaq and Ma’had Al-Zaytun agricultural pesantren due to use of better agricultural methods
than the conventional such as better seed varieties, greenhouses, and irrigation. The irrigation
and greenhouses coupled with organized scheduled crop cycles managed to enable daily
harvesting of food at Al-Ittifaq. Increased food production is a contribution to food security.
So, the efforts of agricultural pesantren are contributing to food security.
Agricultural pesantren and their contribution to food security have been studied before, with
emphasizing more in the relation of pesantren with its grassroot community, this study builds
on those existing studies to reaffirm the necessity of having more agricultural pesantren given
their nature as empowering institutions interacting with young people and grassroot
communities to be agents of youth and community agricultural empowerment for food security.
With 5 million young people attending residential pesantren, even more as non-residents,
engaging this young population on the importance of agriculture and food security gives them
a chance to make their career decisions with additional options to what they may already know,
possibly some may choose agriculture, agribusiness, and or 'agripreneurship', which may
contribute to addressing issues like unemployment, food security, and social economic
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wellbeing of some sections of the Indonesian population and grassroot communities. The scope
of this study cantered on the food availability dimension of food security, however for the other
two dimensions of food accessibility and food utilization in the food security concept were not
covered in this study. Future studies in the field may consider looking into the latter dimensions
to fully understand the phenomena of agricultural pesantren and their contribution to food
security. The study can also be used as reference material in similar studies or efforts in the
future.
The possibility of developing working models of youth agricultural empowerment for food
security through institutions like pesantren could be useful in efforts to increase youth
participation in agriculture, promotion of 'agripreneurship', increasing the rapidly declining
farmer populations and improving food security. However, there are some limitation in this
research. Due to the ongoing social distancing as the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic, some
observations are not conducted especially the study activities in the class setting. The external
validity are also not high because this research chooses Pesantren Al-Ittifaq as the case study,
which has different characteristics than other Pesantren especially in the way they incorporated
agriculture in their academic activity.
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Appendix 1: Semi-structured Interviews Topic list (For Students)

Introductory questions such as:
1. Who are you? Some baseline data (Age, origin, occupation)
2. Why did you choose to attend this pesantren ?
3. What do you like about this school? and what not?
4. Who influences your decision to go this school ?

Middle questions such as:
1. How much of the education is about agriculture?
2. Does the pesantren give you training in agriculture? How?
3. Does the pesantren give you access to agricultural resources? How?
4. How pesantren involved you to study how to market an output of agriculture directly ?
5. How pesantren gave you authority to know or even manage income from agriculture
produce?
6. How pesantren informed you about agricultural organization or community outside
pesantren ?

Finalized questions such as:
1. If you already graduated from pesantren, do you likely to continue work in agriculture
sector ?
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Semi-structured Interviews Topic list (For Teacher and Management)

Introductory questions such as:
1. Who are you? Some baseline data (Gender, age, origin, occupation)
2. What makes Al-Ittifaq pesantren different from other pesantren or public school?

Middle questions such as:
1. How pesantren provide training for the student in agriculture ?
2. How pesantren provide access for the student to agricultural resources?
3. To what extent pesantren allow student to involved in the marketing activities of an
output of agriculture directly ?
4. To what extent pesantren allow student to know or even manage income from
agriculture production?
5. To what extent pesantren allow student to join Agricultural organization or community
outside pesantren ?
6. How pesantren provide food for the students?
7. How pesantren manage and utilized the production of their agriculture?
8. How pesantren impacting local inhabitants in term of food availability?

Finalized questions such as:
1. How the graduates of pesantren find their career after graduation?
2. What what makes graduates of pesantren different with other background of study ?
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Semi-structured Interviews Topic list (For Representatives of Local Inhabitants and
Municipality)

Introductory questions such as:
1. Who are you? Some baseline data (Gender, age, origin, occupation)
2. What do you know about Pesantren Al-Ittifaq ?

Middle questions such as:
1. What do you think about Pesantren Al-Ittifaq ?
2. Does pesantren Al-Ittifaq impact the surrounding environment ? How? What is good
about that? What is not good? Or something: try to delve deeper

Finalized questions such as:
1. What do you think about the future of pesantren with the same models like Al-Ittifaq ?
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Appendix 2

Letter of Consent
As a requirement for Rural Sociology Thesis at Wageningen University and Research, I am,
Ghilandy Ramadhan Basseri, require conducting interviews to gather data for a research
project. Participation in this research is entirely voluntarily. You may refuse to participate or
withdraw your participation at any point.
This interview will be recorded via tape and will be transcribed for the data analysis. The
identity of the interviewee will remain confidential with only interviewer and Esther Veen,
Thesis Supervisor, informed. The transcribe document will only use for academic purposes.
If you have any question or concern regarding this research, please contact Ghilandy
Ramadhan Basseri, Student Number 940226679080, Master of Development and Rural
Innovation, Wageningen University and Research at ghiland.basseri@wur.nl.
This form does hereby declare that (interviewee’s name) on date of _________ agrees to the
interview by (Interviewer’s name)

Your time and effort are integral aspects of our project and we appreciate your participation.

_________________

_________________

Interviewee’s name

Interviewer’s name
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