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NEWS

In the second Tech Speech, students 
announced the follow-up steps they want 
to take in the coming year to speed up the 
transition of society in various areas with 
the aid of technology. 

The Tech Speech is a tech variant on the 
King’s Speech and is drawn up by students 
at the four technical universities. They are 
working on five issues: energy, the circular 
economy, digital security, healthcare and 
food & agriculture.  
In food & agriculture, the students, who 
include Fons Janssen and Job Brom from 
WUR, want shorter supply chains from pro-
ducer to consumer. The idea is that this will 
not only raise awareness among consumers 
but also increase farmers’ margins.  
That principle will soon be put into practice 
by installing milk taps in supermarkets to 
deliver milk from local farmers. The agri-
cultural machinery company Lely, which 
is involved in the implementation, calls it a 
‘challenging but not impossible idea’. 
The Tech Speech 2021, with Prince Con-
stantijn and WUR president Louise O. Fres-
co in the audience, can be viewed online at 
4TU.nl.  me 

‘Speed up 
transition’

After a number of successful films 
about nature in the Netherlands above-
ground, the focus is now shifting 
underground.

The film is an initiative by the Postcode 
lottery project ‘Under the meadow’, a 
three-year programme jointly run by 
the Centre for Soil Ecology, the Nether-
lands Institute of Ecology (NIOO), 
IUCN-NL and the Butterfly Foundation. 
The project’s aim is to draw attention to 
the need to restore soil life and the 
importance of a healthy soil. 
‘The film is the fulfilment of a 
long-cherished wish,’ says soil expert 
Gerard Korthals, coordinator of the 

Centre for Soil Ecology. The film will be 
produced by EMS Films, who also made 
the acclaimed films The Wild City and 
The New Wilderness. The filmmakers 
will also visit the experimental farm in 
Lelystad. 
The film is about a group of people who 
embark on the cultivation of a patch of 
ground. Some members of the group go 
about this in the conventional way, 
while others are looking for a new way 
of relating to the soil and soil life. There 
is a leading role for the worm as an 
indispensable soil processor. The film 
will premiere during the Soil Animals 
Days in 2022. rk

Soil life on the silver screen
Photo Shutterstock

The ideal workplace 
What does your ideal workplace look like and can you 
portray it in a box? This was the surprising question 
Clementine Sluijsmans put to 29 members of the 
WUR Council. The group includes young (21) and old 
(65) and six different nationalities from all parts of the 
organization. The boxes are wooden Ikea boxes with a 
glass lid that make ideal display cabinets. The results 
of this art project are on show in a small exhibition 
in the Atlas lobby. Sluijsmans, who was until recently 
a receptionist in Atlas, sees this as her farewell gift 
to WUR. Has Covid changed our relationship with 
the workplace for good? What surroundings let you 
perform optimally? What is their look and feel? The 
29 mini display cabinets give some creative answers, 
ranging from realistic to abstract. Worth a peep. RK 
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