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The new method used by WUR researchers 
to measure the effect of nitrogen deposits 
on nature will not yet lead to amendments to 
government policy, writes Carola Schouten, 
Minister of Agriculture, Nature and Food 
Quality (LNV).

Her statement is in reply to critical questions 
from the green party Groen Links and the 
labour party PvdA. The minister feels the 
method has not matured sufficiently. 
The questions were prompted by an arti-
cle on the Resource website in which lead 
researcher Wieger Wamelink explains the 

study. The new meth-
od shows that a lot 
of nature has already 
been affected by the 
time the critical thresh-
old adhered to in the 
policy is reached. This 

applies to half of the habitats found in the 
Netherlands.
The researchers say the new method pro-
vides reliable data on 37 of the 60 habitat 
types. This conclusion, however, was not 
included in the excerpt. The minister says 
the key issue is the word ‘reliable’. This has 
been replaced by the word ‘plausible’ in the 
report.

Reality
According to the minister, no errors were 
found in the method, and the dose-effect 
relationship that was revealed is ‘clear 
enough’. ‘However, that does not mean that 
the results reflect reality with complete 
certainty. There is still a lot of doubt about 
that.’ This doubt is not shared by lead 
author Wamelink in the article, however.
Whether the new method will result in 
adjustments to the critical threshold for 
nitrogen remains to be seen. Nitrogen 
experts are discussing this at the Europe-
an level. According to the minister, sections 
of the report will be tabled in that discus-
sion. rk

Nitrogen study 
not reliable but 
plausible

The minister 
says the key 
issue is the 
word ‘reliable’

Ordering coffee 
in sign language
With the arrival of the new caterer Hutten in Aurora, a 
novelty has been added to campus: a Foodmarket. On 
the ground floor of the brand-new building there are four 
pop-up outlets selling food and beverages.

The coffee bar Your Barista’s, where 
you order your coffee in sign langua-
ge, and lunchroom Blend are already 
open. They will be followed in a few 
weeks by, The Plant (for everything 
vegetarian) and World Flavors (inter-
national cuisine). With the pop-ups, 
Hutten meets objectives set by WUR. 
The food served must be healthy 
and must contribute to the protein 
transition, and disposables should be 
used as little as possible. The latter 
requirement was quite a challenge in 
a building with no utility room, says 
Kok. He hopes to deal with that by 
encouraging and rewarding the use 
of your own eating utensils.  

Deaf
The new caterer focuses on the use 
of plant-based proteins. Kok: ‘WUR 
wants half of all proteins used to be 
plant-based by 2025. We expect 
to meet that requirement two years 
ahead of time and even to reach 60 

per cent in 2025. This is possible 
because all our soups, salads and the 
like are prepared in our own kitchens.’ 
To fight food waste, Hutten deploys 
the Waste Factory. In this factory, the 
caterer’s own brainchild, soups and 

sauces are 
made from 
waste pro-
ducts from 
the vegetable 
sector. 
The most 
eye-catching 

feature, however, is the coffee bar. 
The unique feature of the coffee bar 
is the fact that the employees are 
deaf. The customers have to use 
sign language to place their orders. 
A computer screen offers a demon-
stration of how to do that. Deploying 
people with a disability is part of the 
inclusiveness concept. Most of the 12 
Foodmarket employees come from 
WUR’s Jops project. rk

‘Avoiding 
disposables is 
a challenge in a 
building without 
a utility room to 
wash dishes in’

The coffee bar in Aurora. Photo Roelof Kleis
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