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Students say WUR
is greenest

Enough wood in Europe

This year, students scored WUR as the
most sustainable higher education
institution in the Netherlands. In the
SustainaBul ranking, Wageningen ranks
just above Van Hall Larenstein – the
winner in 2020 – and the University of
Amsterdam. SustainaBul assesses the
sustainability, social responsibility and
transparency of academic and applied
universities. The sustainability ranking
for higher education was organized for
the tenth year in succession.
Info: vincent.koperdraat@wur.nl

European forests have enough wood to meet the increasing demand for the
product, says professor of European Forests Gert-Jan Nabuurs. ‘There is
more wood in European forests than since the late Middle Ages.’
‘If Eastern European countries such
as Ukraine and Belarus are included,
wood stocks in Europe amount to nearly
35 billion cubic metres,’ says Nabuurs.
‘Growth is adding one billion cubic metres
annually, whereas the harvest each year is
just 600 million cubic metres.’
Even so, global wood prices rose last year.
Many Europeans have been doing up their
houses since the Covid pandemic started,
and new houses are being built. This is
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part of the reason for the rising demand
for wood, while sawmill capacity has
failed to keep pace with demand for years,
says Nabuurs. He expects processing
capacity to increase in the next one to two
years. In the long term, we will need to
keep investing in new forests and sound
forestry management. ‘Wood will only
become more important in a fossil-free
world.’
Info: gert-jan.nabuurs@wur.nl

Onion genome
fully deciphered
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Wageningen researchers have
sequenced the DNA of the onion
genome. This will help plant breeders
develop new varieties more quickly, for
example with resistance to drought, and
meet the growing global demand for
onions. According to the plant breeding
researcher Richard Finkers, figuring
out the genetic makeup was quite a
challenge. ‘The onion genome is large,
about 16 times bigger than the tomato
genome and five times bigger than that
of humans.’
Info: richard.finkers@wur.nl
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Plastic packaging often not recyclable
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Only 27 per cent of all plastic packaging
can be recycled properly. That proportion
has hardly changed in the past seven years.
This is the conclusion of researchers at
Wageningen Food & Biobased Research.
‘The proportion of packaging that is
properly recyclable should and could
increase a lot,’ says researcher Marieke
Brouwer. As much as a further 29 per cent of
plastic packaging could be made recyclable
through simple alterations to labels, caps

or the adhesive. But about a quarter of the
packaging cannot easily be improved: it is
too small for the sorting process or there
is no recyclable alternative that maintains
the shelf life to the same extent. A further
18 per cent requires new sorting or recycling
processes to be developed, for example
for PET trays for meat and fish. These
percentages do not reflect actual recycling
practice.
Info: marieke.brouwer@wur.nl

