Geert Hoekstra is first
maritime education 'practor’

WUR seafood economics researcher
Geert Hoekstra was appointed practor of
Fisheries, Innovation and Entrepreneur-
ship at the Friese Poort training college
on 10 June.

A practor is an expert with research
tasks at a vocational college, explains
Hoekstra. ‘It means | work with the
students to set up applied, practical
research projects. | focus mainly on pro-
moting innovation in actual practice’
Hoekstra will be working on site at
Friese Poort in Emmeloord and Urk two
days a week. ‘Students at the college
are trained for a specific profession,

for example skipper or fisher. So it is
important that they are aware of the
latest insights from research. | bring the
college that WUR knowledge and come

back to Wageningen with the practitioner
perspective; ideally, the two jobs should
enhance one another. The research we
do in Wageningen is not supposed to
end up on a book shelf. The practor posi-
tion is a way to test things out in practice
and have an impact’

Hoekstra sees a lot of sustainability
challenges for the fishing industry. ‘How
can fishers minimize emissions when
they go out to sea in future? How can
they fish without impacting nature after
the ban on pulse fishing? | hope to find
answers to these and other questions by
drawing on the creativity of the students
and local businesses’ L.z

See Hoekstra’s inaugural practor speech
on www.resource-online.nl

Water for water

A new pond has been dug in the ecological garden called The Field. This water
compensates for a lost section of the pond at Zodiac. The end of that pond had to
be sacrificed to the new cycle path between the education building Aurora and the
rest of the campus. Not everyone was pleased with that exchange. The timing of it in
particular — during the nesting season - led ecologists to tweet in protest. The new
pond serves to store surplus water on campus. Rk Photo Roelof Kleis




