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More Covid infections
when pollen count rises
There is an association between pollen in the air and increases in the number of
Covid infections. This finding is from a global study in which the Environmental
Systems Analysis group was involved.
A team of 150 scientists investigated pollen
counts from 130 stations in 31 countries,
including the Netherlands, during the
coronavirus outbreak. The increase in the
number of infections only accelerated once
the pollen concentration rose. The researchers suspect that the virus benefits from a
weakened immune system due to exposure
to pollen. It is known that this happens with
other respiratory tract viral infections, such
as the common cold — including in people
who are not allergic to pollen.

The pollen effect was seen around the world
at the start of the epidemic, the researchers
note in an article published in PNAS in
March 2021. The infection figures increased
after an increase in the pollen count with a
four-day lag. On average, a rise in the pollen
concentration of 100 pollen grains per cubic
metre caused the infection rate to grow by
4 per cent. Further research is needed to
determine whether the association
is causal.
Info: arnold.vanvliet@wur.nl

The Zon in Landschap consortium
is set to develop a quality label for
solar parks. The idea is that this
EcoCertified Solar Label will show
whether a given solar park helps improve biodiversity and maintain soil
quality. Recent Wageningen research
shows, for example, that only three of
the 25 solar farms in the Netherlands
are optimally managed to benefit
biodiversity. Over the next four years,
the criteria for obtaining the label
will be developed based on scientific
evidence. In the consortium, which
consists of WUR, TNO, Holland
Solar, Eelerwoude and NL Greenlabel,
Wageningen will be responsible for
the scientific evidence. The label will
be developed by NL Greenlabel.
Info: alex.schotman@wur.nl
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MARINE ECOLOGY

Fishing net debris in sea mainly from repair work
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Most fishing net debris on beaches in
the Arctic and North Atlantic consists
of pieces of net that were cut off
during repairs. This conclusion comes
from a major analysis of waste led by
WUR researcher Wouter Jan
Strietman.
A total of 211 pieces of trawler net larger
than 50 cm were studied with the help of local fisheries experts. A further 2908 smaller
pieces of net were also investigated. They
were collected on beaches in Greenland,
Iceland, Jan Mayen, Spitsbergen, Norway,

the Netherlands and Scotland. By systematically analysing the mesh size, traces of cuts
and tears and other clues, the team worked
out that fishing net waste mainly consists
of loose pieces of nets used in bottom
trawling.
If they are not picked up and stored in time,
the pieces end up in the sea, deliberately or
otherwise. ‘The most effective measure for
preventing such waste on beaches is to improve the collection and storage of net waste
on board and to provide good waste collection facilities in ports,’ says Strietman.
Info: wouterjan.strietman@wur.nl

WAGENINGENWORLD | 2 | 2021

7

