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WUR SETTING
UP NEW DATA
SCIENCE DEGREE
PROGRAMME
The university is launching three new tracks
for students of Nutrition, Economics and
Communication.
WUR aims to start a new Master’s programme
in 2022: Data Science for Food and Health.
The programme has now been submitted
to the national committee that evaluates
proposed degree programmes at all the
Dutch universities. But the university
wants to launch three components of the
new programme in the coming academic
year. These are specialist tracks in the
degree programmes Nutrition & Health,
Management, Economics & Consumer
Studies, and Communication, Health &
Life Sciences.
The new degree
‘We see data
programme is part
science as
of an investment
a means of
plan by WUR
strengthening
to strengthen
nutrition and
the discipline
health research.’
of data science.
This includes
the appointment of three new professors.
Education director Arnold Bregt: ‘We see data
science as a means of strengthening nutrition
and health research.’

Job market
Data science is hot, and all the universities are
investing in it, so WUR will have to propose
a ‘unique’ programme to get it selected.
The programme must also be relevant to
a specific labour market. WUR is targeting
food companies, health institutions and
organizations such as the National Institute
for Public Health and the Environment
(RIVM). At present, the university expects
to recruit 20 to 30 students a year to the new
degree programme, says Bregt. Wageningen
Academy and the WUR graduate schools
are also going to offer their employees short
refresher courses on data science. as
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Less ammonia on organic
dairy farms
Switching to organic farming reduces the nitrogen
problem, claims Wageningen Livestock Research.
Ammonia emissions from large organic dairy farms are 22 per cent lower
than those from large conventional dairy farms, shows a quick scan by
Wageningen Livestock Research carried out for Biohuis.
WUR bases the claim on data from dairy farms in the
Bedrijveninformatienet (BIN), a panel which keeps track of the emission
figures of 34 organic dairy farmers, as well as many other farmers. Their
lower score comes from a combination of measures the farms have
adopted: no artificial fertilizer, more outdoor
grazing, less animal slurry, and less proteinIn intensive
rich feed. Together, these measures halve
livestock farming,
ammonia emissions from fertilization and
switching to
grazing.
organic methods
Researcher Gerard Migchels thinks switching
does not reduce
ammonia emissions to organic dairy farming could be one of the
ways to meet Natura2000’s nitrogen criteria
for farms near nature areas. He sees good prospects for conventional dairy
farms near Natura2000 areas that switch to extensive and organic farming,
because although their productivity may drop, they will get a higher price
for their milk. Migchels does mention one proviso, though: this switch is
only possible if demand for organic products rises.

Pigs
For intensive livestock farming, however, switching to organic methods
does not lead to a reduction in ammonia emissions. In fact, ammonia
emissions per animal are slightly higher on organic pig and poultry
farms than on conventional farms, according to the WUR quick scan.
This is mainly because there are fewer pigs in an organic pig shed
than in a conventional one. That improves animal welfare but also the
environmental costs per kilo of meat. as

