
 

SCIENCE

Vapers  like sweet 
flavours
Both smokers and non-smokers 
prefer e-cigarettes with sweet or 
menthol flavours.  

The finding comes from research by 
Erna Krüsemann, who is doing her 
PhD at Human Nutrition and Health. 
Her study was commissioned by 
the Ministry of Health, Welfare and 
Sport. ‘E-cigarettes are less harmful 
than smoking tobacco, which makes 
them an attractive alternative for 
a lot of people,’ says Krüsemann. 
‘But the vapour does contain tox-
ic and addictive substances, so 
e-cigarettes are not safe.’ Vaping 
increases the risk of health problems 
for non-smokers, says Krüsemann. 
E-cigarettes are becoming increas-
ingly popular among young people: 
in recent years over a quarter of all 

secondary school students have 
had one now and then. Krüsemann 
found that adult smokers, young 
non-smokers (under 18s) and young 

adults (20- to 25-year-olds) prefer 
sweet and menthol flavours to that of 
tobacco. 
Partly on the basis of this study, 
secretary of state for Health, Wel-
fare and Sport Paul Blokhuis has 
announced plans to ban the use of 
any flavour other than tobacco in 
e-liquids, in a bid to make e-ciga-
rettes less attractive. tl

All flavours except 
tobacco will soon be 
banned

Ill
us

tra
tio

n 
Sh

ut
te

rs
to

ck

A coalition of farmers, nature organiza-
tions, academics and administrators has 
called for an integrated policy for rural 
areas. According to this group, the new 
cabinet should deal with the competition 
for space and the nitrogen problems by 
prioritizing the production of cli-
mate-proof, healthy food in a diverse 
landscape. The coalition includes a lot of 
WUR scientists.

The signatories call for a minister of Spatial 
Planning, Agriculture and Nature and for the 
appointment of a landscape commissioner 
tasked with coordinating the designated use 
of the limited land available in the country-
side. They say the government needs to offer 
farmers, the general public and nature organ-
izations feasible prospects based on a vision 
that enjoys broad support. Policy goals for 

the climate, living 
environment, 
biodiversity, food 
and agriculture 
should be worked 
out using co-cre-
ation. 
The coalition 
makes seven 
recommenda-

tions. It advocates a national agreement with 
objectives laid down in law for the climate, 
biodiversity, nitrogen, soil health, water and 
the landscape. Those objectives should be 
translated into indicators for regions and 
businesses. The coalition also calls for a Land 
Bank for purchasing, exchanging or writing 
off farmland so that farms can expand and 
become less intensive. It also wants a Nitro-
gen Fund that will let the public sector and 
businesses invest specifically in reductions in 
ammonia emissions. 
The WUR signatories include the ecologist 
Louise Vet, the agronomist Imke de Boer, the 
economist Krijn Poppe, the public administra-
tion expert Jeroen Candel and the soil scien-
tists Johan Bouma and Lijbert Brussaard. as

Call for Spatial 
Planning 
minister

Wanted!

The coalition 
wants national 
coordination 
of the use of 
the limited land 
available in the 
countryside

Are you a scientist working in the Netherlands and do you 
have 20 minutes to spare? I could use your help! Please 
fill in this survey (link via QR code) on current practices, 
motivations and limitations in the public communication 
of research. This survey is part of a science communica-
tion project conducted by Adina Nerghes / WUR.


