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You don’t need to cut down tropical
forest to make window frames. Now
there are ‘polder frames’ on the market, thanks in part to WUR.
As the ‘polder’ label suggests, the
wood comes from the Flevopolder —
from a WUR trial field, to be precise.
The window frame is the tangible
result of a successful EU project to
develop a sustainable alternative
to tropical hardwood frames. WUR
selected the wood type (maple) and
assessed its availability.
Researcher Ute Sass-Klaassen (Forest Ecology & Forest Management)
is enthusiastic. ‘Wood is a fantastic renewable
resource. If you
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harvest wood
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from sustainrenewable
ably managed
resource’
forests, it is a
CO2-neutral construction material. Wood is incredibly
important for the bio-economy.’ The
wood is treated with acetic anhydride
to protect it against mould and warping. The polder frame is modular. The
treated maple wood is only used for
the outer part, which needs to withstand the weather. The inner part is
pine. The two parts click together in
a simple fashion.
The new window frames are already
in use on campus: the education building Aurora has them.
Sass-Klaassen: ‘But unfortunately
not with the sustainable maple. The
architect and WUR did not want to go
for that, so they chose aluminium for
the exterior. A missed opportunity.’ rk
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More students due to
Covid pandemic
The number of students at Wageningen University has
grown by 5 per cent to 12,973. That’s a big increase, but
less than the nationwide increase of 8 per cent.
The numbers refer to total registrations as at 1 October 2020. Data
often comes in from the education
agency DUO after 1 October that
then has to be incorporated retrospectively, which is why we only
now have the definitive figures.
The number of first-year BSc students in Wageningen rose by 6 per
cent. A big jump but not compared
with the national average: nationally, the intake of Bachelor’s students
grew by 13 per cent (!) compared
with the same time in 2019.

grammes, this was mainly due to a
rise in the intake of Dutch students.
It was unclear for a long time how
many international students would
come to the Netherlands during the
pandemic. The intake of international students has fallen in Wage-

No central exams

ningen, but not as much as was
feared. There was a big drop in students from outside Europe (of 28
per cent for Bachelor’s and 12 per
cent for Master’s) but student numbers from the European Economic
Area saw less change: a drop of 6
per cent in BSc students and stable
numbers for MSc students. lz

The increase is largely because the
central school exams were cancelled, which meant more schoolchildren got their leaving certificate
than usual. In addition, more school
leavers decided against a year off
so a bigger proportion went straight
on to university.
The number of students starting a
Master’s at Wageningen grew by 4
per cent. As in the Bachelor’s pro-
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Read more at
www.resource-online.nl

Zero euros: that’s how much an extra year of
higher education should cost students who have
fallen behind in their studies because of the Covid
crisis, agree a majority in the Lower House of the
Dutch parliament. Prime Minister Rutte is making
no promises, but says the idea will be considered
when drafting the multi-year national programme
to combat study delays. The national student
union LSVb thinks that all students should be
allowed an extra academic year, not just those
who have fallen behind.

Students of Forest and Nature
Conservation have made a thank-you
video to boost their teachers’ morale.
The initiative for the video came from
Bachelor’s student Erine de Man (23):
‘We read a Resource article in which
teachers said that these times are
rather difficult for them. So we decided
to show our appreciation of their efforts,
to remind them of the reasons why they
chose this job in the first place’.
‘We received many wonderful reactions,’
De Man says. ‘One teacher, for example,
said: “Whenever I feel down in times of
corona, I check the video and instantly
feel better.”’ lz
To see the video, go to resource-online.
nl (the story with the headline ‘Small
gesture, big effect’)
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Typical (old) Dutch
From my early lessons in geography
I had learned that Holland was a flat
country and lay below sea level.
During my early days here a
Dutch friend was telling me about
Wageningen and what a special place
it is, what with the surrender of the
Germans at the hotel on 5 Mei Plein.
Then she went on to say that we have
a mountain near Wageningen as well.

Mountains
I was very surprised to hear about it and
showed an interest in visiting it.
The next week we went to see the
mountain. I was very excited about going
for a climb and was fully prepared for a
bit of hiking. And then
we were there. The
‘It sounds to
me like some conversation went
sort of urban something like this:
My friend: Here we
legend’
are.
Me: (looking around)
Where?
My friend: This is it.
Me: (chuckling and thinking
she was playing
a joke on me) This is what?
My friend: The mountain.
We are standing at the top.
I looked down at my feet,
fully expecting to find the
word 'mountain' carved
in the ground and to find

myself the victim of a practical joke,
but alas – she was serious. Then she
sensed how dumbfounded I was, and
said 'I know it's not much but this is
our mountain'. And I was like, 'This is
not even a hill. How can you call it a
mountain?'
Even now I often hear about this
Wageningse berg, which sounds to
me like some sort of urban legend.
You see, I come from Pakistan which
is home to over 100 peaks above
7000 metres and probably the same
number above 6000 metres. The Dutch
apparently don't want to believe the
obvious: Holland is a flat country and
there are no mountains in Wageningen.

This Typical Dutch was published in Resource on 6 April 2010. It was submitted by Haider Ali Javed, who was doing a PhD in
Environmental Policy at the time. Illustration Henk van Ruitenbeek
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