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The Upper House of Parliament does
not wish to discuss the proposal to
call a halt to the spread of English in
Dutch higher education until a new
government has been installed.

The Cabinet wants English-language
programmes to be required to prove
that their choice of language of communication has ‘added value’. These
programmes should also be required
to improve the students’ command of
the Dutch language.
The Upper House was already quite
critical of the proposed legislation,
as their written questions revealed.
One member of the House fears it
will generate a lot of red tape, while
another says
the proposal
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minister Van Engelshoven’s defence
of the bill; it has been put on hold
until after the election, when they will
examine it again.
This bill was the result of a ‘balancing
act’, the minister said at the end of
2019. She had to try to do justice to
‘the quality and accessibility of higher
education, the added value of internationalization and the value of our
language.’
The proposed legislation, entitled
‘Language & Accessibility’, stems
from the increasing criticism of the
internationalization of higher education. The universities in particular are
offering a growing number of courses
in English, especially in their Master’s
programmes. hop
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Students’ vote
A new election tool for students shows them what plans
the various political parties have for students.

The election for the Dutch parliament
is in just over a month. But what do
the parties want to do with the binding
study advice? How will they tackle the
lack of student accommodation? Do
they think the basic grant should be
reintroduced?
The Dutch National Students’ Association (ISO) has launched a voting
advice app showing the parties’ positions on matters important to students. The app starts with ‘choosing a
degree’ and ‘admission and selection’,
and ends with the impact of your student debt on your ability to take out a
mortgage, for example.
Students who go through the steps
need to keep track themselves of
which party is best for them. You don’t
see a recommendation or ‘best match’
on the screen at the end.
All parties have an opinion on some
issues such as the student loan
system, but that is not the case for
many other topics. The ISO scoured
the draft and final party manifestos
and found that not every party has
something to say on compensation for
the generation affected by the loan

system or on students in consultative
bodies.
That is shocking, says ISO chair Dahran Çoban. She cites digitization as an
example. ‘That topic is more important
than ever, but most parties don’t even
mention it in their programmes.’
Another example is student welfare.
This is a hotly debated issue and
appears in various election manifestos, says Çoban. ‘But they talk for
example about having a confidential
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counsellor or flagging up problems
proactively. Those are things the
universities should do, so what exactly
are the parties going to do?’ lz
studentikeus.iso.nl

Wageningen PhD candidates Martina
Lazzarin, Davy Meijer and Mara
Meisenburg are playing with LED light.
Their aim: to use this light to increase
plants’ resistance to insects.
The three PhD students are exploring
variations in the light colour, for
example ultraviolet, blue, red and farred light. The plant is influenced by
the amount of light at these different
frequencies. Far-red light in particular
has a significant effect. Plants use
far-red light
to grow faster
The researchers
than the
hope that by
surrounding
playing with light plants with
frequencies,
which they
they can make
compete for
greenhouse
light. But that
plants resilient
growth is at
the expense of
resilience. Red light is used by plants
for photosynthesis, but it also protects
them against diseases and pests. The
researchers hope that by playing with
the light frequencies, they can make
greenhouse plants resilient.
First, however, they need to
understand the precise effect of
the light frequencies. Meisenburg
is investigating which antibodies
and hormones increase a plant’s
resistance to insects and what kind
of lighting can boost the amounts
of these substances. Lazzarin is
studying the effect of far-red light
on photosynthesis. Although this
frequency reduces resistance to
insects, it does have a positive impact
on growth and resistance to light
stress. And Meijer is examining the
effect of LED lights on whitefly and
spider mites in tomato cultivation. as
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A new alarm system based on radar satellites,
developed by WUR, shows in detail where African
tropical forest is being felled.

T

he system is called RADD, which
stands for Radar for Detecting
Deforestation. RADD uses
radar images from the EU’s Sentinel-1
satellite to detect disturbances to
tropical forest. In this case, all of
Africa’s tropical rainforest. Illegal
felling is a big problem there, says
RADD project leader Johannes Reiche
of the Geolab at WUR.

The images are precise to
the nearest 10 metres and
update themselves every
6 to 12 days
Satellites have long been used to
observe disturbances to forest from
space, using images that work with
visible light. That doesn’t work well in
tropical rainforest, where clouds hide
the forest from view for much of the
time. Radar penetrates the clouds.

Reiche and his team developed an
application that pinpoints precisely
where a disturbance has taken place.
The images are precise to the nearest
10 metres and update themselves
every 6 to 12 days. That is still not quite
‘catching them red-handed’, but it
comes close. ‘The quicker the better, of
course,’ says Reiche. ‘But in the past,
there were sometimes several months
between consecutive images.’
Google Search
In one and a half years (2019/2020), the
new alarm system registered more than
four million disturbances, representing
a total of 1.4 million hectares of
rainforest. About 80 per cent of those
disturbances are small-scale selective
felling. Most of this takes place in the
dry season; the rainforest is barely
accessible in the rainy season.
WUR developed the system together
with Global Forest Watch. The app
is implemented in Google Search
Engine and the alerts are universally
accessible. Reiche is working on rolling
out RADD in other parts of the world
where there is tropical rainforest.
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