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The next 20 minutes + discussion

▪ Other aspects related to transport with impact on pig welfare – mentioned by you yesterday

▪ What is fitness for transport?

▪ Non-fit pigs – what do they look like? (what does the Regulation 1/2005 say?)

▪ Could there by other pigs that are not fit for transport? Can we improve animal welfare?

▪ You asked for training – what could be done? 



Pig welfare during transport



Pig welfare during transport

Does also tell
something about
fitness for 
transport



What does fitness for transport mean?

We can explain what animal welfare is, what fear is, but we don’t have an agreed

definition of fitness for transport

Does that mean that fitness for transport is not important for animal welfare?



Does fitness for transport matter for animal welfare ?

Science says: YES



What does the 1/2005 Regulation say?



Is any of this relevant 
for slaughter pigs?



What does the 1/2005 Regulation say?

Is this pig unfit for transport? 

• Not according to the 5 points

• But – is it injured? Will it suffer?

• What would inspectors do? 
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What do we know about hernia?

• Hernia has at least 7 underlying conditions, probably with varying consequences for animal welfare

• Difficult to i determine ante mortem

• Hernias are considered as serious if it is more than 15-20 cm wide and especially if it presents sores

• Pigs with hernia show different behaviour than healthy pigs when mixed (Schild et al., 2015) 

• During mixing-induced fighting, pigs attack/bite the hernia sack of other individuals (Schild et al., 2015)

Are hernia pigs fit for 
transport?
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http://www.animaltransportguides
.eu/notizie/practical-eu-
guidelines-assess-fitness-pigs-
transport/

Easy to understand – even if you
don’t speak/read English

Mainly slaughter pigs – but can
also be inspiration for sows and 
piglets

http://www.animaltransportguides.eu/notizie/practical-eu-guidelines-assess-fitness-pigs-transport/


FCI = Food chain

information form 

Yes 
– there could be other conditions – discuss and share with inspectors



Bitten tails?
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▪ Scientists agree: fitness for transport is very important for animal welfare

▪ The current legislation only specifies few conditions

▪ As veterinarians we know that there may be other conditions that increase the risk of ‘getting

injured’ or ‘unnecessary suffering’ during transport

▪ Check the 2015 guidelines from the EU-project

▪ If you wish to improve animal welfare – check pigs at your locations, communicate

with inspectors (they may see stuff, even though it is not violating 1/2005) 

Any questions?

Comments?

Stuff to discuss?

Review available on the home page within months





Training and calibration – is it needed?

Science says: YES

• 30 videos with walking cows

• Walking normally -> obviously lame

• Is this cow fit for 8h transport?

• Agreement at best moderate
Can be used for training of inspectors –

and even online ☺



info.pigs@eurcaw.eu
www.eurcaw-pigs.euEURCAW-Pigs

@eurcaw

Thank you for 
the attention

Don’t forget to 
ask EURCAW

http://www.eurcaw-pigs.eu/

