The coronavirus vaccine developed in
Wageningen is now being tested on mice. It
is a reserve vaccine, says Gorben Pijlman.

Youngest children
get more snacks
Scientific evidence has now been provided for what many
have long suspected: youngest children get spoiled more
with unhealthy snacks. This finding comes from doctoral
research by Femke Brouwer at Food Quality and Design.
‘More and more children are
overweight,’ says Brouwer. ‘To
ensure that mothers make healthy
choices for their children, it’s
important to find out what their
motives are.’
Brouwer asked 136 Dutch mothers
of children between two and
seven years old what they feed
their children and why. ‘With their
first child, mothers are far more
conscientious. They want to do
the right thing. The follow advice
meticulously and buy products
designed for the appropriate age
group, such as toddler-cookies.’
Mothers are more relaxed with their
second or third child. Brouwer:

‘In the words of one mother: “The
others have survived alright”. Also,
the youngest often eats the same
snacks as the older sibling. And
with older children in the home,
there more kinds of snacks than just
raisins.’
Behaviour
The mothers’ different behaviour
with younger and older children
may explain why the youngest is
more often overweight. Brouwer
feels these findings may be of use
to health organizations in designing
campaigns. And to producers in
developing healthier snacks. tl

‘Mothers are more relaxed with
their second or third child’
Femke Brouwer, Food Quality and Design

Pijlman, a researcher at the Laboratory for
Virology, is working on the development of a
coronavirus vaccine in a European project.
Two potential vaccines are being developed
in the project: a Danish one and a Wageningen one. The Danish vaccine has been
selected for further development: the Wageningen one is a reserve vaccine. ‘We are continuing to develop it just in case the Danish
vaccine doesn’t work as well as expected,’
says Pijlman.
The Danish partner has worked
‘Most vaccines
fast to develop a
fail in the testing
candidate vacphase’
cine that involves
producing a
piece of coronavirus protein in the cells of fruit flies and then
attaching it to a nanoparticle. Initial tests in
mice indicate that the immune response to
this vaccine is very good, says Pijlman. This
vaccine has now been handed over to the EU
project’s industrial partner, who is going to
produce it. The Danish vaccine will be tested
in three phases over the coming months.

Plan B
Although the Danish vaccine is highly
promising, we should not count our
chickens before they hatch, says Pijlman.
‘Most vaccines fail during the testing
phase because they do not provide
enough protection or they have severe
side effects.’ For this reason, the European
research group is continuing to develop the
Wageningen vaccine as a Plan B.
The Wageningen vaccine is based on
the spikes on the coronavirus, which are
recreated by baculoviruses. This vaccine is
ready too, and is now being tested on mice.
WUR hope to publish the results of the tests
on mice at the end of this year. as
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