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WHO ARE WE?
ÅEthologistsɀwe study animalbehaviour

ÅDiscipline: appliedethology or farm animalwelfare science

ÅDepartment of Animal Science, AU-Foulum

Keywords: 

Lene: housingof farrowing sowsand pigs

Mette: transport of pigs ɀsowsand weaners
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Indicatorςwhatdoesit mean?

In sows, skin lesionsis an indicatorof 
fightingςduringhousing, transport and 
lairage
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How religiousarethe Danes?

The REAL answeris complexand canbe
discussedfor yearsςcanwe approach 
it in a quickway?

Can we find an indicatorςsomethingthat tellsus
aboutthe situation in a quickerway?

How often do Danes go to church? 
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How religiousarethe Danes?

How valid is the indicator?
Å How well is the match betweenchurchvisits and religiousness? 

How reliableis the indicator?
Å Can we trust ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎanswers? 

How feasibleis the indicator?
Å How long time doesit taketo get this information?
Å Is it possiblein practice?  

Same challenges, strengthsand weaknessesapplywhenwe talk 
aboutindicatorsfor anothercomplexconceptςanimalwelfare
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Skin lesionsin sows
How valid is the indicator?
Å How well is the match betweenskin lesionsand fighting? 

How reliableis the indicator?
Å How easyis it to countskin lesions? 

How feasibleis the indicator?
Å How long time doesit taketo get this information?
Å Is it possiblein practice?  
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Review of litterature and EU directive

ÅBiology and needs of pigs

ÅLegal requirements

ÅWelfare indicators for each focus area

ÅInspiring examples

Farrowinghousingand management
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FIVEFOCUSAREASFOR INSPECTION:

Space and freedom to move Comfortable climate

Nest building and explorationLitter sizeand competition Mutilations
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EXAMPLEOF INDICATORS: 
ĄLACK OF SPACEAND/OR  LARGE LITTERSIZEĄ

Insufficent space at the udder during suckling bouts

=>  Stable teat order is disrupted

=> Pigletsmust fight to get access to their teat

Scientific studies show that teat fights are associated with:

ÅTeat lesions

ÅFacial lesions

ÅLesionson carpal joint of piglets

Photo: Kobek-Kjeldager, AU

Indicators

Fact sheetswith indicators for each of the five focus area can be

found on the web page  for EURCAW-pigs



EURCAW METTE S. HERSKIN

26 OCTOBER 2020 SENIOR RESEARCHER
DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL SCIENCE

AARHUS
UNIVERSITY

Climatecontroland spaceallowanceduringtransport

Å Complexareaςin principlecoveringpigs 
at all ages (focusingon slaughterpigs)

Å Short/long

Å Challenges to welfarearemanyand 
complex

Å Degreeof control limited

Å Inspectionscannottakeplacewhen
vehicleis moving

Å Scientific attention ςmuchlessthanon-
farm

Å Qualityof indicatorsnot documentedto 
the same degree- Animal Transport 
Guides

Å Weneedindicators



EURCAW METTE S. HERSKIN

26 OCTOBER 2020 SENIOR RESEARCHER
DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL SCIENCE

AARHUS
UNIVERSITY

Climatecontroland spaceallowanceduringtransport


