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Plastic leaks in birds
Substances added to plastics easily
leach in birds’ intestines.
Northern fulmars produce a great deal of stomach
oil in the glandular stomach. This oil, which the
birds extract from their food, serves as reserve fuel.
Substances added to plastics such as plasticizers and
flame retardants dissolve easily in the oil. That makes
this bird a good model system for demonstrating
leakage of these substances from plastic.
Susanne Kühn (Wageningen Marine Research) and
her colleagues put this test. They added a mixture of
ground plastic to stomach oil taken from fulmars and
monitored the leaking process. Five of the 15 substances identified in the plastic
leaked into the stomach oil to
'Some suba considerable degree. What
stances are
is more, the leakage started
carcinogenic’
almost instantly.
It is not clear whether the
concentrations reach harmful levels, as the measurement method used does not give absolute concentrations. Even so, Kühn finds the results worrying.
‘Some of the substances are carcinogenic or disrupt
the hormone balance.’ rk

In brief
Loss of taste
The majority of Covid-19
patients experience a loss of
taste and smell, says nutrition
researcher Sanne Boesveld.
Boesveld is a member of the
Global Consortium for Chemosensory Research, which
is doing research on the
sense of smell and taste in
coronavirus patients. Worldwide, about 40,000 patients,
including 5000 in the Netherlands, have filled in a
questionnaire on their sense
of smell and taste. The vast
majority of patients report

that their sense of smell is
diminished. In fact, a sudden
loss of the sense of smell is
the best indication that people have contracted Covid-19,
says the researcher.
Mother’s milk
The breastmilk of women
infected with the coronavirus contains key antibodies
against the virus, announced
researchers from Amsterdam University Medical
Centre last week. The Food
Quality & Design chair
group is doing research with
Amsterdam UMC on making
breastmilk “safe”. ‘Currently this is done by warming

Just as with children, ‘parenting’ styles play a major
role in overweight among dogs, concluded PhD
student Ineke van Herwijnen, who got her PhD in the
Behavoural Ecology chair group on 28 August, for her
study of ‘dog-directed parenting styles’. Indulgent
owners more often have fat dogs. She also noticed
that the parenting style affected the relationship
between dog and owner. This is important because
‘every year many dogs are brought to the dog shelter
by disappointed owners’. tl Photo: Shutterstock

the milk for half an hour at
62.5 degrees Celsius,’ says
researcher Kasper Hettinga. ‘That way you kill all the
pathogens, but you also kill
lots of useful proteins. A
PhD student, Eva Kontopodi,
is now looking into whether
there is a smarter way of
heating the milk.’
Effect of nonchalance
Quirine ten Bosch, a
researcher at Quantitative
Veterinary Epidemiology, is
researching how we catch
the coronavirus in indoor
space, and what can be
done to prevent that. We
are all trying to bring the

coronavirus epidemic to a
halt with physical distancing
and one-way routes in offices, restaurants and shops.
The experts expect us to
become increasingly nonchalant about this as time
goes on, and we don’t know
what effect that will have on
the spread of the disease.
Ten Bosch is now going to
use crowd-monitoring systems to map the interactions
between people in indoor
spaces.
Read the full report on our
website resource-online.nl.

