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Preface 

 

This is a quote by Ron Finley (2013), from his ted talk ά! ƎǳŜǊǊƛƭƭŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ [!έΦ That 

TED talk was my first encounter with guerrilla gardening. It is impossible to not get excited from his 

talk, as it is about positivity and possibilities. It fits with everything that my master, organic 

agriculture, is about. In 10 minutes Finley refers to both food desserts and food forests. When he 

looks at public land, he sees a piece of land that can be more than how it is used at that moment. 

With that he changed how I look at the land around me.  

Every now and then I hear something about throwing seed bombs, or making the side of the roads 

bee friendly. The initiatives seemed to pop up here and there and then disappear again. It made we 

wonder about ǘƘŜ 5ǳǘŎƘ άDŀƴƎǎǘŀ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎέΣ ŀs Ron Finley calls it. Do we have them, here in the 

Netherlands? 

I want to thank the rural sociology chair group and my thesis supervisor for allowing me and helping 

me to explore my curiosity further in my thesis. I was a bit worried about not finding these gardeners 

because of their somewhat illegality. Michael Hardman and Peter J. Larkham wrote a book with the 

subtitle ά¢ƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘ [ƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ DǳŜǊǊƛƭƭŀ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎέ. In the first chapter άDǳŜǊǊƛƭƭŀ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΥ 

¦ƴŜŀǊǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IƛŘŘŜƴ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎǳŜǊǊƛƭƭŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀƴ άǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ 

ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέ (Hardman & Larkham, 2014). Luckily the guerrilla gardeners were eager 

to share their ideas and ideals. I would like to thank the guerrilla gardeners who took the time to talk 

with me. Without them this research would not have been possible. I would also like to thank the 

municipalities for shedding light on the other side of guerrilla gardening, as those whose land gets 

targeted.  

With my research I have tried to show what this intriguing movement looks like in the Netherlands. 

To take the hidden movement and place it in the light. I hope to not only give an impression of the 

course of guerrilla gardening until now, but also to give an idea of the potentials that are still there. 

Because who does not love strawberries. 

  

Gardening is the most therapeutic and defiant act you 

can do, especially in the inner city.  

Plus, you get strawberries. 

~ Ron Finley ~ 



Abstract 

Although guerrilla gardening has been called an upcoming movement, it seems that the guerrilla 

gardening activities in the Netherlands have been declining over the past years. With the use of the 

ƳǳƭǘƛƭŜǾŜƭ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ άHow successful was guerrilla 

ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ƴƛŎƘŜ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎΚέ I conducted 9 interviews with guerrilla 

gardeners and 6 with municipality workers. As a niche guerrilla gardening does not have a clear 

definition nor do guerrilla gardeners have a specific reason to guerilla garden. Although, promotion 

of a political party is an important reason for several of the gardeners. In the landscape and regime 

level opportunities arise due to climate change, the financial crisis and participation. The gardeners 

did not really know why they stopped, it was something that had just happened. They had not 

experienced a lot of changes, although some did feel that guerrilla gardening was less necessary, 

because it could now be done with permission. Not all the interviewees of the municipalities were 

aware of guerrilla gardening, and none of them felt as if guerrilla gardening had changed anything. 

Generally municipalities are fine with residents gardening on public land, however in some cases 

they would like to discuss it first. In the end it seems that guerrilla gardening was not a successful 

niche invitation, but it was successful for the individual guerrilla gardeners. 
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