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Preface

Gardening is the most therapeutic and defiant act y:
can do, especially in the inner city.
Plus, you get strawberries.
~ Ron Finley ~

This is a quote by Ron Finley (2013), from his teditdlk I dzSNNA f £ I I+ NRIFaS NI Ay {
TED talk was my first encounter with guerrilla gardening. It is impossible to not get excited from his

talk, as it is about positivity and possibilgidt fits with everything that my master, organic

agriculture, is about. In 10 minutes Finley refers to both food desserts and food forests. When he

looks at public land, he sees a piece of land that can be more than how it is used at that moment.

With that he changed how | look at the land around me.

Every now and then | hear something about throwing seed bombs, or making the side of the roads
bee friendly. The initiatives seemed to pop up here and there and then disappear again. It made we
wonder aboutli K S 5DItiyOKA @l D Is RAR Bigle§ dhBsét. Do we have them, here in the
Netherlands?

| want to thank the ruralaciologychair group and my thesis supervisor for allowing me and helping

me to explore my curiosity further in my thesis. | wastanorried about not finding these gardeners

because of their somewhat illegalitylichael Hardmarand Peter J. Larkhamrote a book with the

subtited ¢ KS { SONB G [ A @S & In#h firsDotizP NG dz§ NINIDEI INER S!y BN G dzf G d
PYSENIKAY3I GKS GKASRER Syl fal2 @Sov2Sdytidl €3 dzSNNA £ £ 1 3 NRSy A
a2YSoKIF G Aff §addrhan & 2aitan, 2@14)uckily the guerrilla gardeners were eager

to share theirideas and ideals. | would like to thank the guerrilla gardeners who took the time to talk

with me. Without them this research would not have been possible. | would also like to thank the
municipalities foishedding lighon the other side of guerrilla gagding, as those whose land gets

targeted.

With my research | have tried to show what thigiguingmovement looks like in the Netherlands.

To take the hidden movement and place it in the light. | hope to not only give an impression of the
course of guailla gardening until now, but also to give an idea of the potentials that are still there.
Because who does not love strawberries.



Abstract

Although guerrilla gardening has been called an upcoming movement, it seems that the guerrilla
gardening activigs in the Netherlands have been declining over the past years. With the use of the
Ydzt GAE SPSE LISNRLISOGADBS G KAHow NEesSul weddlerrilah £ | v & N
I NRSYAyYy3a +a | yAOKS Alfohdudedd midryiewd with dudirfla b SG KSNI |y
gardeners and 6 with municipality workers. As a niche guerrilla gardening does not have a clear

definition nor do guerrilla gardeners have a specific reason to guerilla garden. Although, promotion

of a political pary isan important reason for several of the gardendrsthe landscape and regime

level opportunities arise due to climate change, the financial crisis and participation. The gardeners

did not really know why they stopped, it was something that had jagipened. They had not

experienced a lot of changes, although some did feel that guerrilla gardening was less necessary,

because it could now be done with permissidlat all the interviewees of thenunicipalitieswere

aware of guerrilla gardening, and noatthem felt as if guerrilla gardening had changed anything.

Generally municipalities are fine with residents gardening on public land, however in some cases

they would like to discuss it first. In the end it seems that guerrilla gardening was not asfutce

niche invitation, but it was successful for the individual guerrilla gardeners.
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