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MARTIN SCHOLTEN TO BE WUR’S ‘MAN IN BRUSSELS’
Martin Scholten is stepping down this month
as director of the Animal Sciences Group for a
post as advisor on European and regional
cooperation.
Having been general director of WUR’s Animal Sciences Group for 12 years, Martin
Scholten was ready for something new. In consultation, he and WUR President Louise Fresco came up with a new job: advisor to the Executive Board on Europe and the regions of
the Netherlands. Scholten: ‘It is a temporary
post, which has come out of the strategic plan.
WUR has been very successful in Brussels
when it comes to acquisition of research projects, but we don’t set the agenda at the point
where research and policy intersect. I want to
get involved in that.’
Scholten knows his way around Brussels: he
was a member of the expert group of the Horizon 2020 innovation programme, for exam-

ple. But now he will have more time to drop in
on policymakers in Brussels. ‘In January I was
at the directorate-general for Maritime Affairs

‘If you don’t get
Brussels on board
with innovations,
they can run aground’
and Fisheries to talk about marine policy and
the green deal. The director said: WUR, help
us. We are now working on an integral policy
for energy, food and nature at sea. I want to
share our findings with Brussels soon.’
AFTER BREXIT
Scholten would also like to act jointly
with the ministry of Agriculture, Nature

and Food Quality more often in Brussels.
‘We’ve got to learn from the fiasco over
pulse fishing. If you don’t get Brussels on
board with innovations, they can run
aground. The French are smarter: they
form co-productions in science and policy. We should do that more often too,
with the French for instance.’
Scholten also wants to look at how WUR
can continue to collaborate with British
researchers after Brexit and he wants to
present a broad Wageningen approach to
zoonoses in Brussels. He expects to
spend half the week working with Brussels. He will spend the other half of his
working week on familiar topics in the
Netherlands: circular agriculture, nitrogen and biodiversity. I want to link up the
outside world’s knowledge needs with
WUR’s internal world: that’s what I’m
AS
good at.’

STUDY OF HOW TO COMBAT CATERPILLAR
WUR will be investigating how to improve
pest control of the oak processionary caterpillar.

‘We will need to learn to
live with the caterpillar’
A consortium of 20 different parties, including the WUR Oak Processionary Caterpillar
Expertise Centre, 11 municipalities and the
Society of Forest and Nature Landowners, are
involved in the study, which is funded by the
Horticulture Top Sector. WUR and the Expertise Centre will be carrying out the study,
which is headed by ecologist Joop Spijker.
‘We will need to learn to live with the caterpillar,’ says Spijker. So the aim of the study is not
to eradicate the caterpillars. ‘That is no longer
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The pestiferous caterpillar has been in the
Netherlands for decades. Municipalities
plagued by them have come up with all kinds
of solutions for tackling the pest, some more
successful than others. There is no comprehensive approach, although there is a guide
advising municipalities on the different
methods. But the evidence supporting that
advice is weak. A new study intends to change
that.

possible anyway. But we can improve the approach.’ That starts with information on how
numbers of caterpillars and moths are changing. In the 11 participating municipalities, a
standardized count will be conducted this
year and next.
GP VISITS
That will enable a comparison of the effectiveness of different pest control methods used
by the municipalities. Spijker will also use
pheromone traps to monitor the moths. In
addition, they will assess health complaints
in partnership with the healthcare institute
NIVEL. Spijker: ‘We want to connect the num-

ber of caterpillars to GP visits. This will give
an impression of the societal impact.’
That impact is important for policymakers
when they have to take decisions about measures to combat the caterpillar. The ultimate
goal of the two-year study is a new guide. Spijker: ‘One with recommendations backed by
evidence on what works and what doesn’t.
That could mean more advice on effective
measures that offer value for money and don’t
harm biodiversity.’
Three WUR researchers will be involved in the
study: Spijker, biologist Arnold van Vliet
(from the Expertise Centre) and Hidde Hofhuis (Environmental Systems Analysis).
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