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SUN CREAM FOR TREES?!
In the Dutch town of Doetinchem
last month, nature managers
rubbed sun cream into the bark
of beech trees. Is that really
called for? Trees have managed
without sun protection for millions of years.
Bart van der Sluis, a researcher at
Open Teelten in Randwijk, has
been studying methods of protecting trees from the sun. ‘Sunburn in
trees has been a problem for 10
years,’ says Van der Sluis. ‘But it
hardly happens anywhere except in
tree nurseries and in urban areas.’

HESSIAN, TEXTILES AND CREAM
That is the reason for protecting
young, newly planted trees along
an avenue. There are several materials available for this, including
strips of hessian fabric, reed matting and textiles. The method
used in Doetinchem works fine
too, shows research by Van der
Sluis. The white coating reflects
the sunlight, keeping the tree
cool. ‘Sun cream doesn’t break
and can’t be vandalized. What is
more, the coating slowly wears
off, so the tree can gradually get
NvtWH
used to the heat.’
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SHADE
Trees with large root systems are
especially sensitive to sunburn.
They absorb water from the soil
through their roots, and then it
flows through their trunks, cooling them down. ‘The problem for
nurseries is that trees get trans-

planted and it is impossible to
transplant the whole root system.’
Sunburn in trees means damage
to the growth tissue. ‘That affects
the growth negatively because the
tree invests a lot of energy in recovering from that damage,’ says
Van der Sluis.

WUR DOCUMENTARY
ABOUT TEXEL WHALERS
A documentary by WUR
researchers about whaling
museum ‘t Walviswaarders Huisje
on Texel is due to premiere
online on Monday 18 May.
The ethnographic documentary was
made by Loes Witteveen and
Pauline van Tuyll of the
Environmental Policy chair group.
The production is part of the
European Pericles project, which
aims to explore new ways of
preserving and sustainably
governing maritime heritage.
Witteveen specializes in developing
and applying visual methods in
teaching and research. Film and
photography play a key role in this.
She and her colleagues decided to
film the story of whaling on Texel.
The documentary centres on the
recently discovered history of a
cottage in the Texel village of Den

Hoorn, which has now been turned
into a private museum. That history
is illustrated with the stories of the
current owner Annetje CapiteinBendien and the Texel fisherman’s
wife and historian Ineke Vonk.
Vonk discovered the history of the
house and its occupants during
research for her degree.
The emphasis on the two women’s
stories is what makes the film an
ethnographic documentary.
Witteveen: ‘The two women bring
their own perspective and the focus
is on their stories. Ethnography is
all about observing and describing
the situation.’ A nice detail: Vonk
found out that she too had whalers’
blood as her distant ancestors had
hunted whales. RK
The documentary will be available
via www.youtube.com/enpwageningen

AND THE WINNER IS... AURORA
The new education building will
be called Aurora, after the Roman
goddess of dawn. Student Annemiek van Kessel came up with the
name.
Kessel says the name refers to the
open character of the new teaching
building, which is being constructed on the western edge of the campus. ‘I think it’s an appropriate
name as a defining feature of the
building is the daylight in all the
rooms. Aurora makes sure that the

sunlight can reach as many parts
of the new building as possible,’
she writes in her supporting argument.
Van Kessel was not the only person
to suggest Aurora; this name appeared in 16 of the 840 approved
entries. ‘Two of the four jury members chose Van Kessel’s submission independently of one another
when drawing up their shortlists,’
explains jury secretary Eddy
Teenstra. The name scored well in
the following rounds of voting too

and ended up as one
of the final two.
The jury put these
two names to the
Executive Board,
who made the final
choice. The runner
up is not being announced. ‘That will
only cause trouble,’
says Teenstra. ‘Anyway, we only
need the one name.’ Incidentally,
the 15 losing Auroras will get an
email with an explanation of the

decision. Van Kessel gets 250 euros
and a certificate. RK
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