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Abstract To assess themicrometeorological consequences of rice variety choices in relation to rising CO2

associated to climate change, we quantified the interplay between rice architecture, physiology, and
microclimate in current (~385 μmol mol−1) and future (~580 μmol mol−1) CO2 microenvironments. Two
rice varieties contrasting in canopy structure and physiology were grown embedded in irrigated rice paddies,
under elevated CO2 (using a Free‐Air CO2 Enrichment facility) and ambient CO2 conditions. The
high‐yielding indica variety Takanari is more photosynthetically active and characterized by a more open
canopy than a commonly cultivated variety Koshihikari. Our results show a strong diurnal interplay between
solar angle, canopy structure, plant physiology, and the overlying atmosphere. Plant architecture was
identified as a strong determinant of the relation between plant physiology and microclimate that in turn
affects the surface forcing to the overlying atmosphere. Takanari was able to maintain lower canopy
temperature both in current and future CO2 owing to the greater atmospheric mixing and stomatal
conductance than Koshihikari. In the perspective of food security, a shift to such a higher‐yielding variety
would have consequences on the regional surface energy balance, which subsequently might alter
regional weather.

1. Introduction

All terrestrial biosphere processes and their interactions exist due to the stabilizing and damping response to
solar radiation. From the industrial revolution onwards, human pressure on the biosphere system has
dramatically increased, causing a destabilization of biosphere processes and their interactions, resulting in
the average global temperature to rise (Höhne et al., 2011). In this respect, one might consider the influence
of humans as an additional internal forcing to the biosphere system. The global anthropogenic
environmental footprint is expected to increase in coming decades resulting from global population growth
and increasing living standards (Hoekstra & Wiedmann, 2014). Food demand will dramatically increase
(e.g., Godfray et al., 2010; Tilman et al., 2011); anthropogenic and temperature‐driven land‐cover changes
will occur (e.g., Pielke et al., 2016), which in turn will impact the local and regional radiation balance
causing a change in weather patterns (e.g., de Kok et al., 2018; Mahmood et al., 2014). To anticipate on these
changes, a detailed understanding of the consequences of these actions is of great importance, to be able to
predict future biosphere changes and their consequences.

A key strategy towards increased food crop production involves increases in crop photosynthesis rates
(e.g. Ort et al., 2015). Rice (Oryza sativa) is one of the three most important food crops (next to maize and
wheat) and is a dominant landscape feature in many parts of the world. In addition, most of the rice in
the world is grown in so‐called paddy systems where soil is covered by water through much of the season.
As such, it has a strong surface forcing on regional weather through its high‐water usage. For example,
Ikawa et al. (2017) revealed that evapotranspiration from Japanese irrigated rice fields amounted to
80–90% of the seasonal precipitation, which is around one third of the annual precipitation in Japan.
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Especially in developing regions that are strongly affected by climate change and that experience excessive
population growth rates, improving crop productivity and yields can have vast consequences on the regional
weather and climate through changes in the regional energy balance. Ultimately, this might affect regional
crop productivity and influence yields in turn.

In the agricultural sciences, the impact of a future climate on crop yields is determined by analyzing current
crop responses (Knutti et al., 2010; Li et al., 2015; Yin, 2013). Future yield projections are developed taking
into account those current responses, but do not consider the nonlinear feedback of the crop to the changing
atmosphere (e.g., Rial et al., 2004; their Figure 1). By so doing, weather is treated as long‐term statistics. Local
and regional variability is simplified to seasonal averaged or accumulated quantities of, for instance, tem-
perature, precipitation, or radiation (e.g., Pielke et al., 2007). In this respect, local weather phenomena are
explained by general climate characteristics of a specific region. This top‐down approach eliminates the
variability in crop responses to local weather (Pielke et al., 2007), which makes it difficult to determine their
feedback on climate. To be able to assess that feedback, first, a bottom‐up approach is needed, in which the
effects of crops on their microenvironment are identified. In rice, differences in canopy structure and phy-
siology between varieties have been documented to have an effect on canopy functioning (e.g., Chen
et al., 2014). However, to which extent, these differences are caused by changes in canopy climate, and
how this will change in future biosphere conditions is unclear. Therefore, in this study, we aimed to quantify
the micrometeorological consequences of crop variety choice and their responses to rising CO2 levels. The
microclimate of two distinct rice varieties, that strongly differ in both their architectural structure and phy-
siological traits, was investigated for current and future (year ~2050) CO2 levels. In this study, the microcli-
mate is defined as the atmosphere directly affected by plant responses and structure (i.e., from 0 to 2m above
surface). The plants were grown embedded in irrigated rice paddies managed by Japanese farmers, to ensure
that our findings reflect normal agronomic practices on the large scale in Japan. Future CO2 levels were
mimicked by a Free‐Air CO2 Enrichment (FACE) facility (Nakamura et al., 2012). We expected that these
trait differences between these two varieties will result in different atmospheric interactions and that the
effect of elevated CO2 on local microclimate will also differ between them.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Site Description and Crop Characteristics

In order to quantify the impact of plant architectural and physiological effects on themicroclimate, an experi-
ment was conducted at the Tsukuba FACE facility in Tsukubamirai, Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan (35°58′N,
139°60′E; 10 m a.s.l.; soil type: fluvisol) between May and September 2015 (Nakamura et al., 2012). The site
represented typical Japanese flood‐irrigated rice (Oryza sativa) fields under humid subtropical conditions.
The wet season was in June and September, while July and August temperatures were relatively dry with
much sunshine. Four blocks were allocated in the rice fields, with each block containing one octagonal
FACE plot and one ambient replicate (i.e., control plot) both with a diameter of 17 m (i.e., ~240 m2). Pure
CO2 was fumigated from the peripheries of the octagonal rings by two horizontal tubes to ensure an average
target elevation of 200 μmol mol−1 during daylight conditions compared to ambient conditions. The plots
were separated by at least 70 m to minimize cross‐contamination. During the months July and August, the
average CO2 concentration ([CO2]) ± day‐to‐day standard deviation was 384 ± 12.5 μmol mol−1 in the ambi-
ent control with 578 ± 18.5 μmol mol−1 in FACE. The latter reflects the expected global CO2 level in 2050
based on the RCP4.5 IPCC scenario (IPCC, 2014). For further details regarding the Tsukuba FACE system,
see Nakamura et al. (2012) and Hasegawa et al. (2016).

Within the plots, two distinct rice varieties were grown: Koshihikari, a commonly grown Japanese japonica
variety, and Takanari, a high yielding indica variety. Both Takanari and Koshihikari were transplanted by
hand at a spacing of 30 cm (between rows) × 15 cm (along the row) with a resultant density of 22.2 hills
per m2 and grown in rows with a North–South orientation in an area of at least 3 m2 (Figure 1). Takanari
has been identified as a potential future candidate to increase rice grain yield in Japan. Compared to
Koshihikari, Takanari maintains higher levels of (leaf) photosynthesis (e.g., Chen et al., 2014) and exhibits
higher stomatal conductance (30–40%) (Chen et al., 2014; Hasegawa et al., 2013; Ikawa et al., 2018), resulting
in an increase in yields levels of up to 21% (Hasegawa et al., 2013). Furthermore, Takanari is able to achieve
higher productivity in elevated [CO2] conditions, due to its high sink capacity and photosynthetic activity,
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and showed greater yield enhancement under elevated CO2 compared to Koshihikari (Hasegawa et al., 2013;
Hasegawa et al., 2019; Nakano et al., 2017; Zhang et al., 2015). Leaf area index (LAI) of both varieties ranging
from approximately 4 to 5 m2 m−2 in July to August 2015, and a previous study from our FACE system
reported LAI did not differ between Koshihikari and Takanari, despite a large difference in in‐canopy
light interception (Muryono et al., 2017).

2.2. Microclimate Measurements

From June to September 2015, detailed in‐ and above‐canopy microclimate measurements were performed
in one elevated [CO2] and one ambient plot. In the middle of each Takanari and Koshihikari plot (see Figure
S8 in the supporting information), air temperature (Ta), relative humidity (RX‐350TH, As One Co., Japan),
and photosynthetically active radiation (PAR; Apogee SQ‐110; data logger: Decagon ECH2O EM50) were
measured every minute at four heights (30, 60, 90, and 120 cm above soil surface). [CO2] was also measured
(LI‐820, LI‐COR INC., U.S.A.) at those four heights, although only one height was analyzed per minute,
resulting in one [CO2] measurement per 4 min per height. Furthermore, due to limited availability of
[CO2] profilers, the sensors were moved between Koshihikari and Takanari weekly. To assess whether this
weekly measurement lag had consequences on our results, we have additionally normalized the in‐canopy
data with the above canopy [CO2] measurements (Figure S4). This normalization data allows the relative in‐
canopy comparison between Koshihikari and Takanari. Water temperature (Tw) sensors (Platinum resis-
tance thermometer Pt100) were located at the bottom of ponding water (i.e., on the soil surface) in each plot
and variety and measured continuously throughout the season every 10 min. The water depth was relatively
constant between 5 and 10 cm. At the North‐Western (downwind) border of both ambient and elevated CO2

plots, an eddy‐covariance system (IRGASON Campbell U.S.A) was installed 15 cm above canopy top, mea-
suring CO2 and H2O, sonic temperature, and 3D wind at 50 Hz. Raw IRGASON data were processed to half‐
hourly fluxes with the software package EddyPro (LI‐COR INC., U.S.A.). The IRGASON was manually
raised with increasing canopy height every week such that it was consistently 15 cm above the canopy.
Due to the relatively small experimental area, it was not feasible to perform separate flux measurements
for both Takanari and Koshihikari in ambient and FACE conditions. As a consequence, our flux results
are an aggregation of responses mainly from the two varieties (note this only applies to the IRGASON, all
other measurements were done separately per variety), but the FACE and ambient plots were measured
separately. Nevertheless, to our knowledge, surface energy flux measurements in a FACE setup have not
been performed, although they have been estimated using modelling approaches (Ikawa et al., 2018;
Yoshimoto et al., 2005). Because the surface flux measurements were performed close to canopy top due
to the limited size of each experimental plot, data sampling was performed at high frequency (50 Hz) to
resolve relatively small turbulence. By doing so, we were able to get an understanding of the in‐canopy to
above‐canopy interactions occurring in the ambient and FACE setup. Footprint analysis showed that nearly
all of our measurements originate within 5 m from the IRGASON device (Figure S5; Matthes et al., 2014,

Figure 1. A top‐down photograph of the (a) Koshihikari and (b) Takanari canopy during early‐grain filling stage.
Takanari has more erect leaves resulting in a more open canopy compared to Koshihikari, as visualized in the
illustrative insets. The points represent the measurement heights for air temperature, relatively humidity, CO2
concentration and photosynthetic active radiation.
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Ikawa et al., 2015). Cospectral analysis revealed minimal flux loss at higher frequencies. Figure S6 shows
that a stable flux averaging interval is achieved within 100 s. In Figure S7, we show that the IRGASON
was capable of capturing the high frequencies, as it follows the theoretical −4/3 slope well. Furthermore,
it also shows that most eddies have a timescale of around 10 s, which is around 2/3 of the total flux as
shown in the Ogive (Figure S6; Oncley et al., 1996). Canopy temperature (Tc) was measured every minute
by an infrared radiative thermometer (MI‐230, Apogee Instruments Inc., U.S.A.) under an angle of 45°
pointing South (to ensure no contamination by the water temperature) from mid‐July to mid‐September
(i.e., harvest).

2.3. Data Selection

In‐canopy rice, microclimate conditions are strongly affected by the regional atmosphere, the vegetative
state, and canopy architecture. To ensure a fair microclimate comparison between Koshihikari and
Takanari, variations in those influencers need to be limited. Following our data (Sikma, 2019), we found
the period of mid‐July till mid‐August to be most suitable for a significant and representative evaluation:
From mid‐July onwards, Koshihikari and Takanari had reached their maximum height of 91 and 86 cm,
respectively (i.e., no changing canopy height dependency in our data) and were close to flowering and part
of the season where green LAI and associated photosynthesis are maximal. Furthermore, during this period,
variations in weather conditions were relatively minor, and many clear and partly cloudy days occurred.
Therefore, as a next step, the data were clustered based on radiative conditions (i.e., clear sky, partly cloudy)
and aggregated as shown in Figure 2. In total, six clear sky days [26, 27 July; 1, 2, 5, 7 August] and seven
partly cloudy days [24, 25, 30 July; 10, 11, 16, 19 August] were chosen for analysis. The data have been addi-
tionally checked on wind direction and speed, to ensure no cross‐contamination from FACE to ambient site
occurred. In the remainder of this study, all microclimate data are aggregated based on these two categories
of radiative conditions. In the following two sections, we first focus solely on a clear sky weather regime as in
these conditions the plant‐atmosphere relations are pronounced. This is followed by a shorter description of
the partly cloudy weather regime.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. In‐Canopy Microclimate in Current Conditions

The different vertical structures of Takanari and Koshihikari (Figure 1) resulted in distinct in‐canopy radia-
tive conditions, as apparent from the temporal distribution of PAR (Figures 3a–3c). Especially at 30 cm
above ground level (AGL), PAR levels were low throughout the day, with the exception when the sun was

Figure 2. The diurnal evolution of above canopy photosynthetically active radiation (PAR) data aggregated and clus-
tered based on radiative conditions, as described in the methodology. In total, six clear sky days—26, 27 July; 1, 2,
5, 7 August—and seven partly cloudy days—24, 25, 30 July; 10, 11, 16, 19 August—were chosen for analysis. In (a), the
clear sky situations are shown, while (b) shows the partly cloudy (i.e., cumulus) situations. Thick scatter points denote
the average radiation, while the small scatter points indicate the minimum and maximum radiation on those days.
The colored spread shows the standard deviation of the clustered data.
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at zenith. Furthermore, Takanari showed more sun spikes than Koshihikari, resulting from its more open
canopy structure, despite LAI being similar (ranging from 4 to 5 m2 m−2 in July and August 2015). Light
levels declined much more steeply in the canopy of Koshihikari than in the canopy of Takanari. At 60 cm
AGL—around 2/3 of the canopy height—the largest differences were found between the varieties with
many sun flecks from leaf blocking for Koshihikari, while the open structure of Takanari resulted in up to
three times higher levels of PAR at this depth. Close to canopy top (90 cm AGL), the difference in PAR
between both varieties decreased. Takanari on average intercepted less radiation and PAR at this height
was closer to the maximum available PAR, while sun flecks were more common in Koshihikari. Overall,
higher levels and a less steep extinction of PAR when moving from the top to the bottom of the canopy
were found in Takanari (Figures 3d and 3e).

The in‐canopy microclimate is influenced by both the plant architectural structure as well as its physiologi-
cal response to environment. With Takanari having an open canopy structure and higher transpiration
levels as compared to Koshihikari (Chen et al., 2014), we expected vast differences in the diurnal in‐canopy
microclimate. In the morning, the open canopy structure of Takanari allowed for increased radiative pene-
tration as well as convective mixing, but for Koshihikari, this mixing was hampered by the more closed
canopy of this variety. Resulting from a reduced radiative in‐canopy interception, daytime in‐canopy
temperatures of Koshihikari were lower compared to Takanari (Figure 4a). However, lower (~0.5 ° C) leaf

Figure 3. The diurnal evolution of in‐canopy photosynthetically active radiation (PAR) during clear sky days (26, 27 July;
1, 2, 5, 7 August) of Koshihikari (blue) and Takanari (green) at (a) 30 cm, (b) 60 cm, and (c) 90 cm above soil. Note: (d),
(e), and (f) are stand‐contained figures showing the PAR relation over the four measurements heights (i.e., 30, 60, 90,
120 cm). (d) The PAR in‐canopy profiles normalized with above canopy PAR for 9, 12,and 15 LT (15 min averaged).
(e) The absolute values of (d). (f) The ratio Takanari ambient (TA) vs Koshihikari ambient (KA) is visualized over three
time stamps. The average height of Koshihikari was 91 cm, while Takanari was slightly shorter with 86 cm.

Figure 4. The diurnal evolution of the difference in in‐canopy temperature (T; red) and absolute humidity (AH; blue)
between Koshihikari ambient (KA) and Takanari ambient (TA) in clear sky conditions (26, 27 July; 1, 2, 5, 7 August).
In (a) and (b), the differences in the diurnal evolution in vertical profiles between Koshihikari ambient and Takanari
ambient are shown for temperature and absolute humidity, respectively. In c) and d), the diurnal differences between
KA and TA for all heights are shown. Scatter points are retrieved from actual measurements, while the lines represent
a moving average (15 min).
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temperatures were found in Takanari, which likely resulted from the higher stomatal conductance of
Takanari and its associated higher evaporative cooling rates known for this variety (Ikawa et al., 2018).
Paradoxically, this did not result in a more humid canopy (Figure 4b). In the case of Koshihikari, the rela-
tively closed canopy likely hampered the vertical exchange of air, which may have resulted in a build‐up
of in‐canopy moisture by evapotranspiration. Accumulation of in‐canopy moisture most likely did not occur
as much in Takanari due to its open canopy structure, resulting in small above‐ and in‐canopy differences in
absolute humidity.

A strong interplay between canopy structure and solar angle was observed in the diurnal evolution of the
temperature and absolute humidity (Figures 4c and 4d). With the North–South row orientation and the sun
at a Southerly position during zenith (i.e., ~12 local time), more direct radiation was able to reach the lower
in‐canopy leaves and stems, as well as the soil and water surface, causing the vertical in‐canopy temperature
differences to decrease (Figures 4a and 4c). In Koshihikari, the warming effect was more pronounced at
noon due to a higher canopy temperature that raises in‐canopy temperatures compared to Takanari.
During the afternoon, increased water temperature [data available in Sikma, 2019] increased evaporation,
resulting in humid Koshihikari in‐canopy conditions (Figure 4d). However, due to an increase in in‐canopy
air temperature of Takanari, which was likely the result of warm and dry air advection (explained in more
detail later), absolute humidity levels were reduced. Due to the relatively closed canopy top, Koshihikari was
less affected, hence the higher absolute humidity levels.

Strong differences were visible in the diurnal uptake rates of CO2 inferred by CO2 concentration ([CO2]) pro-
file measurements (Figure 5). During night time, [CO2] increased as a result of plant respiration and the
absence of wind (peaks observed in Figure 5), causing thermal stratification by cooling above the canopy.
At sunrise, turbulent mixing started, and photosynthesis activated, reducing the [CO2]. Our results show
the strong effect of canopy structure (i.e., mixing) and leaf physiology on the in‐canopy [CO2] (zoomed‐in
sections in Figure 5). Takanari likely had higher photosynthetic activity (i.e., uptake rates) compared to
Koshihikari, with Takanari having nearly similar [CO2] at 30 and 60 cm. This infers the higher CO2 assim-
ilation of Takanari than Koshihikari at these levels (Chen et al., 2014). From 90 cm upwards, atmospheric
mixing leads to increased CO2 levels, although the youngest (i.e., active) leaves were found around 90 cm
during this growing stage. Although Koshihikari is less photosynthetically active (~ − 20% compared to
Takanari, Chen et al., 2014), reduced vertical mixing allowed for relatively low [CO2] at 90 cm, which were
comparable with values found at 30 cm. Note that the reason for low CO2 levels at both 90 and 30 cm are
likely different: Photosynthetic uptake rates at 30 cm were reduced, while atmospheric mixing diluted the
uptake signal at 90 cm. Minimum levels of [CO2] were found at 60 cm, where the impact of atmospheric
exchange was less, resulting in a strong influence of higher CO2 uptake rates.

Figure 5. Diurnal evolution of CO2 concentration [CO2] for Koshihikari (left) and Takanari (right) at four measurement
heights at ambient site. The lower panels show a zoom over the daylight period (i.e., 6 to 18 LT). Scatter points
represent all data, while the lines show amoving average of 15 min. Measurements of Takanari were performed the 26, 27
July and 7 August; Koshihikari at 1, 2, 5 August.
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3.2. The Effects of Increasing CO2 on the Microclimate

Increasing atmospheric levels of CO2 cause the difference in partial pres-
sure between plant intercellular and atmospheric levels to increase
(Ainsworth & Rogers, 2007; Strain, 1985). As a consequence, the plants
stomatal aperture narrows, with the subsequent effect that leaf tempera-
tures start to rise due to decreased transpirational cooling. Especially dur-
ing the flowering and grain‐filling period of rice, this process might have
consequences on grain quality and yield, as increased air temperatures
can cause spikelet sterility (e.g., Satake & Yoshida, 1978) and exacerbate
heat‐induced damage in grain appearance quality (Usui et al., 2016).

The diurnal cycle in near‐surface air temperature was closely related to
the canopy temperature. For both varieties, a near‐linear increase in both
canopy and above‐canopy air temperature was found during morning
(Figure 6a). Especially Koshihikari reached high canopy and air tempera-
tures up to ~31 ° C, while Takanari stabilized around ~30 ° C (circles above
one‐to‐one line in Figure 6a). In elevated [CO2], Koshihikari experienced
stronger warming effects than Takanari. Normally during the afternoon, a
sea breeze initiated advection of warm and dry air from a neighboring city,
which delayed the decline in air temperature as would be expected from
the daily‐cycle in canopy temperature and radiation. Due to reduced wind
speeds, the role of advection diminished during night time.

The high stomatal conductance, thus transpirational cooling of Takanari
(e.g., Ikawa et al., 2018), becomes evident in the diurnal course of canopy
temperature (Figure 6b). Throughout the day, Takanari maintains a lower
canopy temperature, while the canopy temperature of Koshihikari
showed a strong increase (Figure 6b). Furthermore, an increase in [CO2]
to ~580 μmol mol−1 caused the average day‐time canopy temperature to
increase, but this effect was larger in Koshihikari (~0.5 ° C) than in
Takanari (~0.3 ° C; Figure 6c). On warm days, this increase even went
up to periods of ~1 ° C for both varieties.

These warming effects of CO2 elevation can have negative impacts on yields, for example, through accel-
eration of seed development or occurrence of spike sterility (e.g., Julia & Dingkuhn, 2013). Long‐term
FACE data analysis showed that yield enhancement by elevated [CO2] (fertilization) was reduced by
the increase in temperature during the grain filling (Hasegawa et al., 2016), and grain quality was severely
reduced by elevated [CO2] notably in hot years (Usui et al., 2016). Our results suggest that a shift to
Takanari might be a good alternative to cope with near‐future climate change as the CO2 induced warm-
ing is smaller in this variety. This view is supported by the fact that appearance quality of Takanari was
reported to be much less affected by elevated [CO2] than that of Koshihikari (Zhang et al., 2015).

The interplay between plant architecture and physiology strongly determined the daily cycle of microcli-
mate. Our results show strong sensitivity to measurement height in crop microclimate (Figure 7). This
may be an important aspect for determining and measuring the crop microclimate.

Due to atmospheric mixing, the impact from an elevation in [CO2] to above‐canopy air temperature was
damped, resulting in similar diurnal patterns of above‐canopy (i.e., 120 cm AGL) air temperature for both
varieties (Figure 7a). The impact of [CO2] was more pronounced near the canopy top (~90 cm), where
stomatal closure resulted in a greater FACE‐induced warming in Koshihikari than in Takanari. Moving
into the canopy, the plant structure started to play a role (Figures 7b–7d). The open architecture of
Takanari allowed mixing, while this mixing was hampered for Koshihikari due to its closed canopy
top. Especially in the morning, in‐canopy air, temperatures were increased in elevated [CO2] conditions
for Koshihikari, while this was less pronounced for Takanari (Figures 7c and 7d). This suggests that
Takanari maintained high stomatal conductance and associated transpirational cooling compared to
Koshihikari in elevated [CO2]. With the solar angle at zenith during noon, more direct radiation

Figure 6. Relation between above‐canopy air temperature and canopy
temperature (measured under an angle of 45°) during clear sky days (26,
27 July; 1, 2, 5, 7 August). Warm colors represent FACE, while the cold
colors indicate ambient. The main figure shows the diurnal evolution for
both Koshihikari (circles) and Takanari (triangles). The upper inset shows
the diurnal difference between Koshihikari and Takanari for FACE (red)
and ambient (black) situations. The lower inset shows the effect of FACE on
Koshihikari (black) and Takanari (green). For both insets, scatter points
represent data, while the lines show an 15 min average. Note that there is
some data missing, hence the gap in the moving average.
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penetrated the canopy and caused in‐canopy air temperatures to rise, resulting in similar warming for
both varieties. In the afternoon, a stronger increase in air temperatures was found in Koshihikari
again, while in‐canopy, humidity levels were lower due to reduced transpiration rates (Figures 7e–7h).
Especially close to the water surface at 30 cm, humidity levels increased faster during the afternoon in
Takanari as a consequence of the increased water temperature (thus increased evaporation) and the
high transpiration rates (Figure 7h).

Our surface energy balance measurements show the integrated effects of plant architecture, physiology, and
microclimate (Figure 8). The distribution of energy over irrigated rice paddies is unique compared to other
land surfaces. In the morning, the sensible heat flux increases as a consequence of an increased canopy tem-
perature (Figure 6), which causes the air temperature to rise. In FACE conditions, the rise in air temperature
was accelerated due to stomatal responses to CO2. Following from our in‐canopy temperature and humidity

Figure 7. The effects of FACE on the diurnal evolution of temperature (T; upper panels) and absolute humidity (AH;
lower panels) for Koshihikari (x‐axis) and Takanari (y‐axis) at all measurement heights in clear sky conditions (26, 27
July; 1, 2, 5, 7 August). The color denotes the time of day. The average height of Koshihikari was 91 cm, while Takanari
was slightly shorter with 86 cm.

Figure 8. Surface flux relationship of (a) the sensible heat (H) and (b) latent heat (LE) are shown for ambient (x‐axis) and
FACE (y‐axis) during clear sky conditions (26, 27 July; 1, 2, 5, 7 August). The circle size is determined by the PAR
levels (Figure 2a). The insets in a show wind direction and speed in m s−1 (a1) and the diurnal evolution in sensible
heat flux (a2) for ambient (circles) and FACE (crosses) conditions. In b, the diurnal evolution in Bowen ratio (b1) and
latent heat flux (b2) are shown. Ambient is represented with circles, while FACE is visualized with crosses. In all plots,
the color denotes the time of day.
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measurements, we ascribe this effect mainly to Koshihikari. Especially in the morning when the wind speed
was low (i.e., low mixing), strong effects of the narrowing in stomatal aperture were found in the latent heat
flux (Figure 8b). Those effects became less pronounced during noon. One of the reasons could be midday
stomatal closure that reduced the signal in latent heat flux differences between FACE and ambient, as well
as an increased water temperature and enhanced evaporation rates.

In the afternoon (~14 LT), the atmospheric synoptic condition allowed for the initiation of a daily sea‐
breeze circulation, causing the wind speeds and subsequently atmospheric mixing to increase. As a con-
sequence of the fractured land‐scape in Japan, meaning that rice fields and cities are alternated, warm
and dry‐air was advected from a nearby city to our experimental site. As a result, the sensible heat flux
became strongly negative (i.e., oasis effect), while the latent heat fluxes were maximum due to the rela-
tively dry air.

When the sun set around ~18 LT, the latent heat flux was still positive likely because evaporation was main-
tained. Furthermore, our results show that the sea‐breeze weakened and wind speeds decreased
(Figure 8a1). However, since the wind direction was still from the city, the sensible heat flux remained nega-
tive, although its magnitude slowly decreased towards zero with decreasing wind speed (Figure 8a).

3.3. Effects of Shallow Clouds on the Plant‐Atmosphere Interactions

In the results described above, the focus was on clear‐sky weather conditions close to flowering period. In the
analysis, clear differences in diurnal patterns in the relations between plants architecture, physiology, and
microclimate emerged. However, this approach could cause a biased view on the plant‐atmosphere interac-
tions solely caused by the direct component of radiation. For example, a seasonal study on the effect of clear‐
sky and partly clouded sky regimes on the uptake of CO2 showed stronger uptake rates during partly clouded
skies in a mixed forest site (Freedman et al., 2001), which was a result of an enhanced diffuse radiation com-
ponent. It is well‐known that the diffuse radiation component has the ability to penetrate more efficiently
into the canopy, potentially causing photosynthesis levels to rise depending on conditions (Min & Wang,
2008; Pedruzo‐Bagazgoitia et al., 2017). To understand the sensitivity of our results to the direct‐diffuse pro-
portion, we aggregated the data during the same time period for partly clouded sky regimes (Figure 2b). By
comparing the maximum clear‐sky and partly clouded diurnal PAR (Figure 2), it became clear that during
partly clouded skies, the radiation levels could increase with a maximum of 10 to 20% due to cloud reflection
and scattering, although the average PAR was lower compared to clear‐sky situations (Figure 2b). However,
this did not increase the CO2 uptake rates (Figure 9). Apart from the lower in‐canopy temperature and
moisture levels, no large differences were found in the relative in‐canopy profiles of temperature, humidity,
and radiation (Figures S1–S3).

Figure 9. Diurnal evolution of the 30 min CO2 fluxes for clear sky (black; 26, 27 July; 1, 2, 5, 7 August) and partly cloudy
(green; 24, 25, 30 July; 10, 11, 16, 19 August) weather regimes in ambient conditions. Sunrise is around 6 LT, while
sun set is around 18 LT. The points represent the mean flux over the aggregated data (see Figure 2), and the associated
error bars are visualized. Note that the error bars for both cases have been shifted slightly to avoid overlap.
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3.4. Putting our Results in Perspective

The results presented in this study show the intrinsic relation between rice architecture, physiology, and
microclimate. Measurements were performed on distinct rice varieties that strongly differ in both architec-
ture and physiology. Our results show the importance of canopy architectural differences on the surface
fluxes that might affect land‐atmosphere processes. While many modeling studies consider vertical distribu-
tion of in‐canopy radiation (de Pury & Farquhar, 1997), air temperature and CO2 are often assumed to be
constant throughout the canopy in a terrestrial model (e.g., Zhang et al., 2014 and refs therein). However,
with the current advancement in computational power and improved understanding of modelling concepts,
it is expected that multilayer canopy approaches including radiative transfer and calculations of the profiles
of the state variables will become a more common approach (e.g., Xu et al., 2014). Therefore, detailed in‐
canopy measurements are becoming essential to move forward.

Our results are based on an aggregation of days based on sky regimes (i.e., clear sky, partly cloudy), which
makes our results more consistent and robust than when a single “golden” day approach would have
been followed. However, since our measurements were only performed in one region (i.e., Kanto area,
Japan), extrapolation of our results to other regions needs to be done with caution. For example, the
FACE facility used in this study had a strong consistent daily synoptic (i.e., regional weather) cycle. At
around ~14 LT, a sea‐breeze facilitated enhanced atmospheric mixing and the advection of dry and warm
air from urban areas, which altered the plant‐atmosphere interaction and caused an enhanced
evaporative flux.

Our FACE results are only capturing the plant physiological response to increasing levels of CO2.
Temperature and humidity levels also act as an additional external forcing to the plant‐atmosphere
responses, which are not taken into account in this study. Furthermore, as a consequence to an altered
atmospheric composition (e.g., humidity levels), the light quality and radiation distribution will likely
change. As a result, the partitioning into diffuse and direct radiation will be affected, with vast effects
on the plant‐atmosphere interaction. Moreover, with the expectation that urban areas expand, the
influence of dry and warm air advection will likely increase in the future, impacting the
rice microclimate.

Our results show that moving from Koshihikari to a rice variety like Takanari as the primary variety in
Japanese rice production would result in strong effects on crop microclimate potentially leading to higher
production under elevated CO2 conditions. Although the current experimental setup did not allow for sur-
face energy balance measurements of solely Koshihikari or Takanari, our in‐canopy vertical profiles clearly
showed a distinct microclimate and subsequent surface forcing to the overlying atmosphere. Especially the
high photosynthetic capacity of Takanari results in a damped response to atmospheric warming when CO2

levels rise, as the high stomatal conductance and transpiration associated with this higher photosynthesis of
Takanari resulted in a larger evaporative cooling effect compared to Koshihikari. The difference in canopy
temperature between the two varieties (~0.8 ° C) is greater than that reported in our recent model study
(~0.5 ° C; Figure 7‐c in Ikawa et al., 2018), which assumed the same canopy architecture between the two
varieties. This emphasizes the importance of considering differences in architectural effects between vari-
eties in future modeling studies. Additionally, we showed that a variety that produces closed canopies such
as Koshihikari may suffer from heat‐induced spikelet sterility under typical climate change scenarios.
Spikelet sterility occurs when a plant fails to set grain due to abiotic stresses (e.g., Satake & Yoshida,
1978). Many processes that affect grain setting are temperature driven and vulnerable to heat (i.e., 35–40 °
C; Hasegawa et al., 2011). Even an exposure of 1 hour is sufficient to induce sterility (Jagadish et al.,
2007). Current cropmodels account for sterility by simulating the diurnal patterns in temperature, humidity,
transpirational cooling, and flowering time (e.g., van Oort et al., 2014 and refs therein). Somemodels predict
variables for standardized atmospheres (e.g., sinusoidal temperature behavior), while the actual atmosphere
is prone to fluctuations (Figures 4c and 4d), and effects of fluctuating environment must be considered in
future (Tanaka et al., 2019). Progress in the recent years shows that modelling the panicle temperature
instead of air temperature leads to more accurate results (e.g., Yoshimoto et al., 2011). Following from our
results, we suggest to take into account plant architecture, solar angle, and suggest to parameterize turbulent
mixing (i.e., function of wind speed). By so doing, we expect a more solid evaluation on the risk of spikelet
sterility in future climates.
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4. Conclusion

The plant‐atmosphere interaction is strongly influenced by both plant physiology and architecture. In this
study, two contrasting rice varieties were investigated in ambient and elevated CO2 environments:
Takanari, a high‐yielding indica variety with an open canopy structure, and Koshihikari, a standard japonica
variety with a more closed canopy top. Detailed microclimate measurements were performed, and the
results were related and quantified to plant physiological and architectural characteristics. Our data are opti-
mal for validating models related to detailed plant‐atmosphere interactions in current and future climates.

Our ambient setup showed a strong diurnal interplay between solar angle (i.e., row orientation), canopy
structure, plant physiology, and daily recurring synoptic weather (i.e., sea breeze circulation), of which
the latter initiated warm and dry air advection from urban areas. An open‐canopy structure allowed for
enhanced atmospheric mixing and increased in‐canopy radiation levels, thereby increasing in‐canopy
temperature and reducing the absolute humidity. In ambient conditions, Takanari had a drier and warmer
in‐canopy environment throughout the day, except at noon. Especially in the afternoon, Koshihikari
experienced higher levels of absolute humidity (up to 2 g/m3), which was caused by closed canopy structure,
allowing for a build‐up in moisture.

In an elevated CO2 environment (i.e., FACE), different results were found, where Takanari's in‐canopy abso-
lute humidity was higher, and air temperature levels were lower compared to Koshihikari. This was caused
by a strong physiological effect in combination with the likely enhanced evaporation rates from the
water surface.

To conclude, plant architecture has a strong impact on the daily microclimate and drives the interaction
between plant physiology and boundary‐layer processes through vertical exchange. Both physiology and
architecture differ considerably both between and as shown here within crop species. Under elevated CO2

conditions, an open‐canopy rice variety such as Takanari will result in higher production while at the same
time reducing the risk of spikelet sterility.
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