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WUR will help six Iraqi  
universities to introduce  
climate-smart farming and  
efficient water use in Iraq. 
Wageningen experts will be 
training Iraqi scientists in part-
nership with the Institute for 
Water Education (IHE) in Delft 
and ICRA Global.

Iraq is one of the Dutch ministry 
of Foreign Affairs’ focus coun-
tries. That is why the ministry 
asked WUR in 2018 to examine 
the options for development co-
operation with Iraq. A high-rank-

ing Iraqi delegation visited Wage-
ningen last year to flesh out that 
cooperation. The two-year project 
is intended to resolve several is-
sues at Iraqi universities.

TEACHING METHODS
Firstly, the participants plan to 
use the project to modernize the 
dated teaching methods used at 
Iraqi universities by introducing 
group work and practicals into 
the curriculum. A second project 
aim is to encourage joint re-
search programmes across the 
six universities. The Iraqi univer-

sities will send one researcher 
each to Wageningen to jointly 
work on an article on water man-
agement and climate-smart agri-
culture. The participants may al-
so develop massive open online 
courses (MOOCs) as a way of 
transferring knowledge to other 
universities and partners.

SAFE
Iraq is still recovering from the 
war against ISIS. Some universi-
ties are badly damaged, while 
others face the challenge of tack-
ling Iraqi agriculture’s shortage 

of water and salinization in coop-
eration with the country’s farm-
ers. As many parts of the country 
are not yet safe, the training ses-
sions will be held in the Nether-
lands and the project partners 
will meet up in the Kurdish part 
of Iraq, which is safe. Karrar Mah-
di, an Iraqi researcher in the Soil 
Physics and Land Management 
chair group in Wageningen, is co-
ordinating the project. The par-
ticipants will receive a budget of 
1.3 million euros. One third of 
this will be for the Wageningen 
researchers and trainers.  AS

WUR STARTS EDUCATION PROJECT IN IRAQ

BECKY TO STOP  
FOOD WASTE
Samen tegen Voedselverspilling, 
the WUR-led foundation that aims 
to combat food waste, was at the in-
ternational green trade fair Grüne 
Woche last week in Berlin. It laun-
ched its new mascot Becky there. 
‘Becky will work with influencers  
to persuade Dutch consumers to 
waste less food,’ explains Sanne 
Stroosnijder, Business Develop-
ment Manager at Fresh Food & 
Chains. ‘She will do this by giving 
practical tips such as handy shop-
ping lists and recipes that mean 

you don’t have to throw away so 
much.’ Becky was developed by the 
Netherlands Nutrition Centre and 
is based on the latest insights of 
communication and behavioural 
scientists. Families with young 
children waste most food so Becky 
was tested first on this group. In a 
couple of years’ time, the resear-
chers will evaluate what effect the 
campaign has had. The Dutch dis-
carded 34.3 kilos of food per per-
son in 2019, almost seven kilos less 
than in 2016.  TL

‘LECTURERS ARE 
BEING BLED DRY’

With more than 700 reports 
of systematic overtime at 
Dutch universities, the pro-
test movement WOinActie 
called in the Labour Inspec-
torate on 20 January. WUR 
lecturers Michiel Köhne and 
Bram Büscher, both active 
WOinActie members, support 
this move.

Michiel Köhne, who lectures 
on the Anthropology of Law, is 
pleased by the fact that people 
are complaining about the 
problematic situation in aca-
demic work although he is 
shocked by the numbers. ‘Lec-
turers are being bled dry under 
the current system, and teach-
ing and research are suffering 
as a result. It is important to ex-
pose this as in the final analysis 
it’s about people.’

THE SYSTEM IS THE PROBLEM
Bram Büscher (professor of the 
Sociology of Development and 
Change) says that many univer-
sities have taken steps in the 
right direction in terms of indi-
vidual support but he feels it is 

the system that is really the 
problem. ‘Over the past 30 
years, increasing demands 
have been made on academia 
and academics, while the mon-
ey invested in universities on a 
per student basis has gone 
down. At the same time, neo-
liberalism has gained the up-
per hand in the academic sys-
tem: there is competition 
everywhere and you have to ne-
gotiate as if you are in a “mar-
ket”. We are also becoming in-
creasingly dependent on exter-
nal funding. Over time, that 
has led to the current situation 
of huge pressure on a lot of aca-
demics, lots of overtime, all 
kinds of irregularities concern-
ing publications, PhD facto-
ries, intense competition for 
grant applications with a re-
duced chance of success and 
so on.’ Büscher acknowledges 
that there are initiatives aimed 
at tackling these problems, 
such as the qualitative evalua-
tion of research groups, but he 
thinks much more needs to be 
done. ‘And at the right structur-
al, or systemic, level.’  LZ

‘Teaching and research are suffering,’ 
says WUR lecturer Michiel Köhne. 

 Minister of Agriculture Carola Schouten meets Becky.
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